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OLIVER CROMWELL. 
1652—1658. 

After the defeat of Worcester, it is remarked by Lord 
Clarendon, all the royal and loyal party lay groveling 
and prostrate, under desolate apprehensions.* A glance 
at the position of the republican leaders will show that 
never were such apprehensions so justly grounded, or so 
little overcharged. 

Resistance to the great design of a republic was now 
at an end, in England, Ireland, and Scotland. Ih Eng- 
land, the avowed hostility of the levellers had become 
as harmless as the secret machinations of the loyalists. 
In Ireland, submission and solitude had been substituted, 
by an awful and unsparing hand, for turbulence and re- 
bellion. In Scotland, the sturdiest presbyterian had at 
last surrendered to the victorious soldiers of indepen- 
dency even the sectarian loveliness and supremacy of 
his darling kirk. Scarcely a spot of British ground 
remained, on which, in right of a triumphant conquest, 
the banner of the English commonwealdi did not stand 
firmly planted. 

Nor had Its champions won less consideration for it 

* History, toL vi. p. 557. 
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£ BRITISH STATESMEN. 

in distant lands. Through every country in Europe 
they had proclaimed their purpose ; and vanquished ene- 
mies on all sides hore testimony to their power. The 
proud Don John of Portugal lay like the humhlest 
vassal at the feet of Blake; the haughty insolence of 
Spain had crawled into suhservient alliance ; the Dutch 
had surrendered their cherished title of sovereigns of the 
sea .; and, held down hy the vigour and genius of our 
republican statesmen, the remaining potentates of Eu- 
rope " stood still with aweful eye." 

But at the very root of such vast strength there 
lurked a mortal weakness. The govemi]j||snt under 
which these results had been achieved, and by which 
alone the frame of things was now kept together, was 
avowedly a provisional government. It rested on no 
direct authority from the people. The men who were 
at the head of affairs had, by sublime talents and un- 
conquerable energy, placed themselves there; but in 
continuing to hold to office by no other bond, they 
seemed to confess that the people were against them. 
Daring and resolute in all things else, they fell short of 
their own high souls in this. It was because in other 
things they held their personal safety to be risked alone ; 
while in this they saw some peril to that grand design 
by which, as they fondly hoped, they were destined to 
secure the happiness of unborn generations of their 
countrymen. We alone, they reasoned^ to whom this 
glorious republic owes its birth, are fit to watch over its 
tender years. Our duty cannot be done, till we have 
taught England the practical blessings of the new sys- 
tem we have wrought. Under a republic she shall find 
herself greater than under any of her kings. Wealthy 
and secure, respected and honoured, she will recognise 
the value and the potency of the government we have 
formed ; and, by her gratitude well repaid, we may then 
with safety deliver back into the hands of the people 
the authority we have wielded throughout for their 
benefit alone. 

The reasoning, up to a certain point, must possibly be 



OUTER CROMWELL* O 

conceded as just, and worthy of the men.* There can* 
not be a doubt^ that at the day when the axe descended 
on the neck of Charles 1., a majority of the people 
were still strongly attached to the forms of monarchical 
government. But on the other side were a most for- 
midable minority, comprising within itself the greatest 
amount of energy, genius^ and moral force, that had 
yet been exhibited upon the stage of public affairs in 
England. To elevate the whole nation to that standard^ 
was a design at once grand and simple^ worthy of the 
age, and of the deeds already done in it. For^ be it 
kept in mind, republicanism was of recent growth even in 
the breasts of these founders of the new republic. The 
most influential of them had not played the lofty part 
they did from any preconceived notion of the abstract 
excellence of that form of civil society. It has been 
abundantly shown in this work, that what such men as 
Vane sought, was popular and good government; em- 
bracing extensive representation, security for person and 
property, freedom of thought, freedom of the press, and 
entire Hberty of conscience. It was only because they 
could not find these under a monarchy, that they be- 
came republicans ; but under a monarchy they would 
have been content with these. From the head of no 
Jupiter sprang the armed republic of England ; but 
even from the weak and faithless head of her own 
Charles Stuart. Practical and most protracted expe- 
rience of the utter impossibility of bringing that mo- 
narch to terms of good faith, destroyed, in the breasts 
of a formidable minority of the nation, all further faith 
in monarchy itself. It only remained, by means as 
powerful, to wean the rest from that old allegiance and 
long-descended love, by exhibiting to them in enlarged 
prosperity, safety, and honour, the superior forces that 
were inherent in the republican form. Hence it came 
to be urged, as no less a matter of necessity than duty, 

* I have already treated this sul^ect in the ** Life of Vane,** with lest 
consideration, probably, for the part that statesman took in it, than I have 
felt it only due to the geieral body of republicans to concede in this place. 
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4 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

to hold fast by the act which EDglishmen who have 
read the history of their country aright know to be the 
corner stone of all the freedom that now exists in it^ 
and which declared the parliament that assembled in 
1640 indissoluble^ save by its own consent. By such 
a course only, in the midst of the clouds that hung 
over the minds of men after the memorable action of 
the 30th of January, was it felt that even the common 
frame of society could be held together. Only so^ 
could the chance^ however distant, of another trial of 
the family of Stuart^ be averted from the land which 
they had cursed so heavily. By this alone could that 
calm be cast upon the troubled waters out of which 
order and happiness must ever rise. But it was a 
course which in any case carried along with it one most 
peremptory condition. Justified by necessity alone — 
the limits of necessity sternly bound it in. The day 
that saw it no longer essential to safety, saw it the most 
fatal instrument of danger. 

That day had, now at least, arrived. The first act 
of the statesmen of Westminster, after the Worcester 
victory, should have been the passing of their bill for 
an amended representation, and the dissolution of the 
parliament in which they sat. In the restless anxiety 
of the thoughtful Vane, which followed close upon that 
event, might be detected the fear that there had already 
been a delay too long. No merely administrative glory, 
however great and brilliant, can be expected to produce a 
lasting beneficial impression on the minds or the condition 
of a people. The government of the new form had noW 
brought to a successful issue its struggle for existence : 
scattered or prostrate enemies on all sides bore witness 
to the solid foundations it had laid. The next, the 
greatest, and most serviceable stone of the superstructure, 
should have been a fearless appeal to the people. More 
was to be gained, as events will show hereafter, by 
trusting than by distrusting them. They had now, 
moreover, the indisputable right to demand — ^what such 
a course was only the first step ito — new political insti- 
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OLIVEB CROMWELL. O 

tations^ such as Vane's later experience inculcated^ to 
be founded on the principles of the old^ and in which 
should be kept^ as far as it was possible^ the spirit of 
those fundamental laws and usages to which they had 
been for centuries accustomed^ and under which, in 
their purer shapes^ they bad grown in civilisation and 
in virtue. Assuming, on the other hand^ the injustice 
of such demands, and the inexpediency of granting 
them, what was the single security left to the new 
commonwealth, even in the midst of all its triumphs ? 
Nothing but the sword that had struck for them. No- 
thing but the force which^ obedient to an impulse from 
without^ might as readily answer to a bidding from 
within. Here lurked the danger that was mightiest, 
because least seen. The serpent that had the deadliest 
sting for the new commonwealth lay coiled and che- 
rished within its own bosom. Every man in that army 
which now rested, after its loftiest and last triumph^ 
within a few days' march of London, should have been 
made, in his very first hour of consciousness of victory^ 
to feel that his sword had at length become useless, for 
that higher duties awaited its gallant owner. The 
great invitation of citizenship should have pierced like 
a trumpet into every tent — You have won the privileges 
qf freemen. Come now, and actively participate in them! 
The course of events to which our narrative turns, 
will present^ towards the just appreciation of the va- 
rious great questions involved in this momentous sub- 
ject, a series of sad, though salutary, illustrations. 

Within a few hours after the news from Worcester 
reached London, soul-stirring despatches from Crom- 
well were read from the speaker's chair to the assem- 
bled commons^ and from every chapel in the vast city 
to its crowded and excited congregation. " We beat 
the enemy," they said, " from hedge to hedge, till we 
beat them into Worcester. The dispute was long and 
very near at hand, and often at push of pike from 
one defence to another . . . We fought in the streets of 
the town together for three hours' space ; but in the end 

B 3 
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we beate the enemy totally • • . We pursued him to his 
royal fort^ which we took^ and have beaten indeed his 
whole army • . • When we took his fort^ we turned his 
own guns upon him . . . This hath been a very glorious 
mercy, and as stiffe a contest for four or five houres 
as ever I have seene. Both your old forces, and those 
new raised, have behaved themselves with very great 
courage ; and He that made them come out, made them 
willing to fight for you . . . We have seven thousand 
' prisoners, many of them officers and noblemen of qua-* 
Uty ... If this provoke those that are concerned in it to 
thankfulftesse, and the parliament to do the will of Him 
who had done his will for it and for the nation — whose 
good pleasure is to establish the nation and the change 
of the government, by making the people so willing to 
the defence thereof, and so signally to blesse the en- 
deavours of your servants in this late great worke — I 
am bold humbly to beg, that aU thoughts may tend to 
the promoting of His honour who hath wrought so great 
salvation ; and that the fatnesse of these continued mer- 
cies may not occasion pride and wantonnesse, as for* 
merly the like hath done to a chosen nationj but that 
the fear of the Lord, even for his mercies, may keep an 
authority and a people so prospered and blessed, and 
witnessed unto, humble and faithful ; and that justice 
and righteousnesse, mercy and truth, may flow from 
you as a thankfull return to our gracious God."* 

The earnest and loud amens which these characteristic 
phrases and adjurings drew forth from crowded congre- 
gations of the faithful, were echoed along the less 
crowded benches of the commons; and well had it 
been for the members assembled there, as in all proba- 

* From a newspaper of the time. Sey. Froc. in Parliament, Sept 4th 
to Sept. ] 1th. This last despatch was delivered to the house by major Cob- 
bet, a man of much spirit and resolution ; who produced with it a collar of 
SSl, belonging to young Charles, and his garter, both which he had taken in 
the royal tent A characteristic postscript at the close of the despatch he 
bore, evidenced at once Cromwell's regard for the interests of his officers, 
and the legitimate means by which ne achieved influence with them, 
** Your officers," it ran, " behaved themselves with much honour in this 
•ervice; and the person who is the bearer hereof was equal in the perform- 
ance of his duty to most that served you that day.** An"* estate of a bun* 
dred a year was on this voted to Cobbet. 

J 
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bility for posterity to come^ if upon such fervent thanks, 
80 simply and honestly given to their great general, 
they had heen content to rest their gratitude to him 
(already laden as he was with more worldly testimonies 
of the richness of their hounty), and on the instant 
proceeded to o£fer to the Providence that had again 
blessed with victory the cause which engaged his arms^ 
the fittest and most '^ thankful return" which free men 
could make, by inviting their fellow countrymen to par- 
take of the blessings so triumphantly won, and by 
fixing on the broad and strong basis of populiu: consent^ 
sympathy, and regard^ their new fabric of republican 
government. For the servants of that government, it 
should have been enough in any case to know that they 
had done their duty, and deserved well of their country. 
Anything beyond this could indeed serve the purposes 
of ''pride and wantonnesse" alone. The writer whose 
duty it is to record the proceedings of the time, can 
only mention the vote of the house at this memorable 
crisis with a feeHng of reluctance akin to shame. 

To the lord general Cromwell an estate in land, of 
four thousand a year was voted * ; and a royal residence, 
the palace of Hampton Court, was ordered to be pre- 
pared for his future abode. Nor these alone. The 
honour of the chancellorship of the University of Ox- 
ford was at the same time conferred upon him ; and a 
deputation of four of the first members of the govern- 
ment — of that government which should have held its 
least powerful member of higher dignity and account 
than its most successful soldier-servant — were appointed 
to meet and congratulate the lord general at Aylesbury, 
on his way to the capital, with every form of honour 
and subservience. By the same votes, a series of 
estates, descending in value from 2,000/. to 3002. a year, 

*'Ladlow urges in extenuation of this vote, that the present income, in 
addition to his old grant of i^OOL a year, was meant to keep Cromwell 
steady (a difficult matter, requiring heavy ballast,) in obligation to his duty, 
or to ** leave him without excuse if lie should depart from it" (vol L p. 371.) 
If this was the motive, it adds to the shortsightedness of the entire pro. 
eeeding. History ana human nature— to say nothing of common justice 
to the conunon people— should have dictated a different method. 

B 4 
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8 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

were voted respectiyely to Ireton^ Lambert^ Monk, 
Whalley, Okey^ and Alured. * 

The instructions given to the commissioners of con- 
gratulation complete this unworthy picture. White- 
locke and Lisle^ the lord keepers of the seal ; Oliver 
St. John^ chief justice of England; and sir Gilbert 
Pickering^ a councellor of state; having been named for 
the service, were thus addressed from the speaker's 
chair t : '' You are, in the name of parliament, to con- 
gratulate his lordship's j; good recovery of health, after 
his dangerous sickness, and to take notice of his un- 
wearied labours and pains in the late expedition into 
Scotland, for the service of this commonwealth ; of his 
diligence in prosecution of the enemy, when he fled into 
England ; of the great hardships and hazards he hath 
exposed himself to, and particulary at the late fight at 
Worcester ; of the prudent and faithful managing and 
conducting throughout this great and important affair, 
which the Lord from heaven hath so signally blessed, 
and crowned with so compleate and glorious an issue. 
Of all which you are to make known to his lordship that 
the parliament hath thought fit by you to certify their 
good acceptance and great satisfaction therein ; and for 
the same you are to return, in the name of the parlia- 
ment and commonwealth of England, their most hearty 
thanks ; as also to the rest of the officers and soldiers, 
for their great and gallant services done to the common- 
wealth. You are likewise to let his lordship know, that 
since, by the great blessing of God upon his lordship's 
and the army's endeavours, the enemy is so totally de- 
feated, and the state of afiairs, as well in England as in 
Scotland, such as may very well dispense with hit lord- 
ship's continuance in the field, — they do desire his lord- 

* To Ireton, two thousand a year was voted ; Lambert had a thousand 
a year ; Monk and Whalley five hundred ; Okey three hundred ; and 
Alured twa In the following year, Harrison received five hundred a 

5 ear ; Lord Grey of Groby, a thousand ; Reynolds, five hundred ; and 
oice, a hundred. — JoumaU. 
t The vote bears date the 9th Sept. 1()51— S. 

t Cromwell, as I have before stated, held a patent of peerage, though be 
never availed nimself of it. The present title was one of courtesy. 
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OLIVER CROMWELL. 9 

ship^ for the better settleinent of his healthy to take sach 
rest and repose as he shall find most requisite and con- 
ducing thereunto ; and for that purpose to make his 
repair to and residence at or within some few miles of 
thLs place, whereby also the parliament may have the 
assistance of his presence, in the great and important 
consultations for the further settlement of this common- 
wealth, which they are now upon."* In further 
testimony of a thankful acceptance by the government 
of the great and faithful services performed by the lord- 
general, the commissioners had to acquaint him that an 
act had been passed, not only to do honour to this vic- 
tory of Worcester on one special and early day through- 
out the three kingdoms^ , but also to appoint an annual 
commemoration of the victory on the 3rd of Septem- 
ber, ** for all time to come," J 

* Journals ; and see Parliamentary History* vol. xx. p. 48. 

f To render this practicable every where on the same day, the 24tfa of 
September was named. -^Joumais. 

t The treatment of the royalists captured in this great battle deserves 
mention. Among the prisoners were the dtike of Hamilton, mortally 
wounded ; earls of Lauderdale, Rothes, Carnwath, Kelly, Derby, Cleve- 
land, Shrewsbury ; lord Sinclair ; fords Spynie, Kenmure, Orandison ; s^ 
Timothy Featherstonehaugh, sir J. Pajckington, sir Charles Cunningham, 
sir Ralph Clare, and Mr. R. Fanshawe, secretary to the king ; generals Les. 
ley, Masaey, Middleton, Montgomery, Pitscotty, Wemyss, Waddel, Whiter 
Faucet ; captun Benbow ; besides nine ministers, ninesui^eons, the mayor 
and sheriff of Worcester, and all the aldermen. Out of these, the council of 
state named nine persons as fit to be brought to trial and made examples 
of justice : the duke of Hamilton ; the earls of Derby, Lauderdale, and 
Clevelukd : sir.'Dmothy Featherstonehatigh, general Massey, captain Ben- 
bow, and the mayor and sheriff of Worcester. Derby, Featherstonehaugh, 
and Benbow were tried by court>martiaI at Chester, and suffered in Oc- 
tober. Benbow was shot ; the other two died on uie scaffold. James, 
earl of Derby, who perished thus, was one of the gentlest and strongest- 
hearted of mea It was he who, with cold and bleeding wounds, 4iadi led 
the distracted Charles, after this fatal fi^^t, to the outlet of escape he won ; 
«nd, when the axe descended, prayers were on his lips for God's bless- 
ing to his king, to his wife (the famous pountess in ** Peverilof the Peak)", 
his "dear Mall, and Ned, and Billy,*' — the children who were left 
to mourn him. His scaflfbld had been erected in his own town of 
Bolton-Ie^noors. Of his fellow-prisoners, so selected as above, I roavladd. 
brief mention. Nine days after the victory, the duke of Hamilton died of 
his wounds. Massey and Middleton escaped ftrom the tower, and reached 
France. Lauderdale was kept in prison till the Restoration ; and Rothet 
was not liberated till the year 165/;. We find the names of the earl of 
Kelly, viscount Kenmure, and of lords Spynie and Sinclair, among the 
exceptions in Cromwell's Act of Oblivion for Scotland in 1654. The first- 
named earl, however, was suffered to go to the Continent This detail is, 
on the whole, most favourable to the sfHrit of clemency and forbearance 
which generally distinguished the government of the Commonwealth ; and 
however much we may deplore what seems a partial and unjust severity in 
the first cases referred to, it is only fair to presume (In the absence of anj 
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The triumphant soldier for whom all these honours 
were designed^ was meanwhile in slow progress with his 
army towards London. The excitement of the hattle 
was still strong upon him. ^' That Cromwell^'' said 
Hugh Peters*, ** would make himself king," That 
such was the great conception with which the mind of 
Cromwell heaved at last, no reasonahle douht can be en- 
tertained. Whether till now such sovereign aspirations 
had descended on him — whether, before this period, 
his vast position as the chief director of one of the 
mightiest movements the world had known, contented 
him—- is perhaps a problem for ever hopeless of entire 
solution. There is one thing certain ; that it contented 
him no longer. The great prize hung glittering within 
his reach — the temptation of it had entered his soul — 
and the only restraint or check that could have been 
laid on his power of seizing it, was already well-nigh 
neutralised by the statesmen at Whitehall, x At the 
head of thousands of armed men, whose zeal had been 
always guided to victory by his genius — who looked 
up to him with implicit faith and imbounded admir- 
ation, and by whom his ears were saluted with loftier 
and more reverent adulation f than ever charmed the 
sense of a descendant of a hundred kings — he was now 
on his way to where more than the honours of royalty 
itself awaited him; the splendours of a regal palace, the 
subservience of the mightiest in the land, the thanks and 



ofthe details of their court-martials) that a special reason existed for it. 
I grieve to have to state, that the spirit of mercy is by no means equally 

S parent in the treatment of the inferior prisoners. The greater part of 
e common soldiers taken were sent to the plantations, and fifteen hun- 
dred were granted to the Guinea merchants, and employed to work in the 
mines of Africa. This had been the policy of Cromwell in Ireland, and 
he followed it up in like manner at Dunbar, where the few that sur. 
Tived the presbyterian wreck were shipped to the West Indies, and sold to 
the factors of sugar estates. Some royalist rebels to the protectorate shared 
the same fate. 

* At this time Cromweirs chaplain. See Ludlow, vol. ii. p, 447. 

f Despatches firom the general officers conclude after this fashion : 
** We humbly lay ourselves with these thoughts, in this emergency, at youi 
excellency's feet" The ministers of Newcastle make their humble ad. 
dresses to his "godly wisdom, "and submit their ** suits to Qod and^is 
excellency.'* Petitioners from diffbrent counties solicit him to mediate 
for them to the parliament^ '* because God had not put the sword in his 
band in vaia" 
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blessings of the low. It ceases to be a matter of wonder 
that he should have shown unusual exultation; that 
in his steps were uncontrollable bouyancy and eagemesBB 
of anticipation; that the '^golden round " which at 
last played visibly above his brows, should have betrayed 
him into forgetfulness of his profounder habits of con* 
cealment and self-control; and that his repuUicaii 
chaplain, watching all signs and portents as he moved 
along^ should have exclaimed to wondering companions^ 
*' That man would make himself our kino ! " * 

The parliamentary commissioners met the oonquerer 
at a short distance from Aylesbury* His excitement 
had been brought under some subduement ; but yet the 
air of courtesy and condescenmon with which he received 
these carriers of honours, had a regal stamp upon it. 
Whitelocke has himself unconsciously described it. On 
the 11 th of September^ he tells us in his *' Memorials, f'* 
*' the four members went from Aylesbury on the way 
the general was to come^ and met him, and delivered 
their message to him from the parliament The general 
received them with all kindness and respect^ and after 
salutations and ceremonials past^ he rode with them 
'cross the fields, where Mr. Winwood's hawks met them ; 
and the general, with them, and many officers, went a 
Uttk out of the way a hawking, and came that night to 
Aylesbury. There they had much discourse (and my 
lord chief justice St. John more than all the rest:):) with 
the general, and they supped together. The general 
gave to each of them that were sent to him, a horse and 
two Scots prisoners, for a present and token of his 
thankful reception of the parliament's respect to him in 
sending them to meet and congratulate him." Our 

* Ludlow disttnclly tells us, that, among other actions denoting bit 
treacherous purpose at this period, instead of acknowledging the services 
of those who came flrom all parts to assist against the common enemy, 
though he knew they had deserved as much nonour as himself and the 
standing army, ** he A-owned upon them ;*' and the very next day after 
the fight, dismissed and sent them home ; well knowing that an| experi- 
enced militia was more likely to otMtruct than to second nim in his ambi- 
tious designs. 

+ P. 484. 

i St John, it is unneeessary to remind the reader, yma Cromwell's kins- 
man, and deeper in bis confidence than any other man of the time. 
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grave memorialist adds, that his horse Tvas a very hand, 
some gallant young ni^ of good breeds and one of his 
prisoners a gentleman of quality. He gave their liberty 
to both pritoners and passes to return to Scotland. 

The day following this the lord-general entered 
London. ** He came," says Whitelocke, " in great 
solemm'ty and triumph, accompanied with tlie four com- 
missioners of parliament, many chief officers of the 
army, and others of quality. There met him in the 
fields, the speaker of parliament, the lord president, and 
many members of parliament and of the council of state ; 
the lord mayor, sheriflfs, and aldermen of London; the 
militia, and many thousand others of quality. There 
was a great guard of soldiers, horse and foot, and mul^ 
titudes of people in the fields and in the streets. He 
was entertained all the way as he passed to his house 
with vollies of great and small shot, and loud acclama- 
tions and shouts of the people." * All which, observes 
Ludlow in his memoirs, tended not a Itttle to heighten 
the spirit of this haughty gentleman. 

Heightened his spirit might be ; but he had again^ 
with inimitable craft and skill, assumed the old garb of 
sanctity and patience. His design was complete and 
safely planned, but the machinery for its action was not 
ready yet. Accordingly, in these triumphant passages 
of his entry into the capital, we learn from Whitelocke, 
that ^^ he carried himself with great affibility and seem- 
ing humility, and, in all his discourses about the business 
of Worcester, would seldom mention anything of him- 
self, but of the gallantry of the officers and soldiers, and 
gave (as was due) all the glory of the action unto God." 

In the same apparently unselfish spirit, but in reality 
shaped and fashioned for his most selfish ends, was the 
conduct of this crafty soldier on taking his seat in par. 
liament for the first time after his return. It is marked 
in a memorable note by Whitelocke, referring to the 

* A journalist of the time (Nouvelles Ordinaires de Londres, published 
in French, by authority of the council of state,) adds, that it was at Acton 
Uie speiJeer and the authorities swelled the conqueror's train ; and that it 
was in a '* coach of state** that Cromwell entered the city, where he ** was 
leeeiTed with all possible acclamations of joy.'* 
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l6th oJF September. " Cromwell sate in the house^ and 
the speaker made a speech to him^ and gave him the 
thanks of the house for his great services. . . . Cromwell 
and most of the members of .parliament, and divers com- 
manders of the army^ were feasted by the lord mayor in 
London. . . . The parliament resumed the debate touching 
a new representative.^'* This *^new representative," 
the reader need not be toldf, was the act which was to 
put a period to the sittings of this famous assembly, and 
to call together a new parliament, on the improved basis 
of an extended and popular sufirage. 

Cromwell, in resuming his parliamentary duties by 
a revival of this debate^ at once fixed public attention 
on the weak point of the present government, and di- 
verted it from any suspicion of his own designs. The 
wily blow had been in some sort warded off by the 
previous movements of Vane$ ; but it fell heavily still. 
There was another measure which he forced upon the 
house^ with a like dishonest aim, and which finds men- 
tion by Whitelocke, in the record of the same day's 
proceedings — " Debate of an act of oblivion and 
general pardon, with some expedients for satisfaction 
of the soldiery, and the ease of the people." J In 
other words, the all-powerful conqueror, out of the first 
excitement of gratitude in the midst of which he stood^ 
forced from the reluctant statesmen their assent to a 
resolution of amnesty so wide^ that it almost struck at 
tibe root of the commonwealth. || It was in effect re- 
solved, that all political offences committed before the 
battle of Worcester should be forgiven, with the excep- 
tion of certain cases^ which seemed to demand the 
visitation of public justice. A decision which, though 
it implied a gross injustice to those who had already 
been mulcted heavily, relieved the royalists from all 

* Memorials, p. 485. 

f See Life of vane, p. 1S& 

t See the detail of them in the Memoir of Vane, where the present sub. 
ject is treated at much greater length. 

^ Memorials, p. 485. 

II They assented, Ludlow observes, " the parliament being unwilling to 
deny Croicwell anything for which there was the least colour of reason.** 
Vol iL p. 448. 
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apprehension of farther penalties. Cromwell in this 
served a twofold purpose. He largely increased the 
number of his personal friends^ and^ taking advantage 
of the opposition of the chief members of the govern- 
ment^ he was able to increase the number of their personal 
enemies. Proscription and confiscation are at all times 
admirable charges to build a prejudice upon. It was 
not the least of his incidental advantages^ moreover^ that 
he considerably weakened the resources of the republican 
exchequer. 

At this crisis^ too^ it was^ that a higher than human 
power gave still greater impulse and practical efficacy to 
his vast design. On the 8th of December the fatal 
news reached London of the sudden death of the gal- 
lant and virtuous Ireton. It snapt the last bond which 
could^ in the last extremity, have bound Cromwell to 
his duty, or imposed restraint on his parricide ambi- 
tion.* Mrs. Hutchinson tells us^ that on the very eve 
of this calamity, ^' Ireton had determined to come over 
to England^ in order to divert Cromwell from his de- 
structive courses." Whatever truth or error there 
may be in this assertion^ it indicates at least the inflexi* 
ble sentiments of this famous person. His last public 
action in regard to the commonivealth was worthy of 
his entire life. When the vote was transmitted to him 
immediately after the Worcester victory, by which he 
received an estate of two thousand a year^ he alone^ of 
all whom such grants enriched, refused acceptance. In 
the spirit of the antique days of Roman virtue f^ he 
answered to the parliament^ that their gift was unaccept- 
able to him. '^ They had many just debts," he added, 
^^ which he desired ihey would pay^ before they made 
any such presents ; that he had no need of their land, 
and therefore would not have it ; and that he should be 

* Whitelocke says of him, that he was "very stiff in his ways and pur- 
poses ;*' a quality our supple lawyer could scarcely understand or appre> 
date the value of. ** He was," he proceeds, ** of good abilities for council, 
as well as action, and nuule much use of his pen . . . Cromwell had a great 
opinion of him, and no man could prevaQ so much, or order him so nur, as 
Ireton could ... He was stout in the field, and wary and prudent in his 
counsel, and exceedingly forward as to the business of a commonwealth.** . 

f Bishop Burnet likened him to Cassius. 
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more contented to see them doing the service of the 
nation than so liberal in disposing of the public trea. 
8ure." * His deaths Whitelocke afterwards tells us, 
struck a sadness into Cromwell. This may well be 
doubted. The first momentary grief which such tidings 
must have caused^ appears to have been absorbed at 
once in those projects of ambition from which the sin« 
gle remaining check had been thus suddenly and oppor- 
tunely snatched away. His next thought, after the 
mournful tidings, was not of grief, but glory. The 
body of Ireton was ordered — in deference to the wishes 
of " the lord general and of some of his relations" who, 
according to Ludlow, were ^^ were not ignorant of his 
vast designs now on foot" — to be brought over to Eng« 
land, and to be laid, after a magnificent funeral at the 
public charge, among the tombs of kings^ in the abbey 
of Westminster. And, detailing this, Ludlow exclaims, 
with afiectionate and high-souled enthusiasm, that if 
the great deceased could have foreseen what was thus 
done, he would certainly have made it his desire that 
his body might have found a grave where his soul left 
it, so much did he despise those pompous and expensive 
vanities ; having erected for himself a more glorious 
monument in the hearts of good men, by his affection 
to his country, his abilities of mind, his impartial jus-* 
tice, his diligence in the public service, and his other 
virtues, which were a far greater honour to his memory 
than a dormitory among the ashes of kings. 

But if any doubt remained that grief at this event 
held no supremacy in the breast of Cromwell, and that 
the event itself did not rather clear the great path before 
him, it is set at rest by a remarkable incident which 
dates on the second day after the news reached London. 
On the 10th of December, Cromwell summoned an4 
held a meeting, at the speaker's house, of those friends, 
military and civil, who were supposed to be well affected 
towards his own political views. The two or three 

* Biog. Britt., 3109. Ludlow adds, " And truly I believe he was in 
earnest ; for as he was always careflil to husband those thing»that belonged 
to the state to the best advantage^ so was he most liberal in employing hit 
own purse and person in the pUbhc service. ** — Memoirs, vol i. p. 371. 
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honest men x^ho attended must have heen startled at the 
question first propounded there ; but the majority of the 
meeting had few natural emotions to thrust in the way 
of anything that either honesty or dishonesty might 
propose. They were lawyers chiefly ; and Whitelocke, 
one of them^ has happily left on record some detail of 
what passed. 

The ground which Cromwell took in addressing these 
assembled gentlemen was, — ^'that now the old king being 
dead, and his son being defeated, he held it necessary to 
come to a settlement of the nation ;" and, in order there- 
unto, '' he had requested this meeting, that they together 
might consider and advise what was fit to be done, and 
presented to the parliament." By what pretension, it 
may be asked, could a servant of the republic thus pre- 
sume to call its stability in question ? It is dear that^ 
in the mere act of doing it, he was guilty of treason to 
the government then existing, and of which he was 
himself a member. Whitelocke tells us, that a *' great 
many " were at the meeting . . . '^ divers members of 
parliament, and some chief officers of the army." But 
Bradshaw would not attend, nor Vane, nor Marten, nor 
Scot, nor Blake, nor Harrington. Ludlow, by the wily 
craft of Cromwell, was in a sort of honourable banish- 
ment in Ireland, and what once was the soul of Ireton, 
lay a senseless clod on that distant shore. The meeting 
was obviously summoned in defiance of the council of the 
commonwealth; only the lawyers who belonged to it, and 
who would as readily belong to any thing else, attended. 
It is clear that all who were emphatically called the states- 
men held aloof from it ; and it would be an instance of 
their forgetfulness of duty, at once marvellous and irre- 
concileable with their previous character and actions, to 
have suffered such a meeting to go on, presuming that 
they knew its object, — were it not a proof more certain 
still, that in a sudden and general, and now for the first 
time visible and declared, defection of the army from 
their cause, they had lost all present power of pre- 
vention. To the PEOPLE remained their last appeal ; 
and this they had now resolved to make ; too late^ alas ! 
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for present success, but nof too late for a lessoti to pos- 
terity. 

The speaker of the house of commons opened the 
conference. '* My lord/' he said, addressing Cromwell, 
*' this company were very ready to attend your excel- 
lency ; and the business you are pleased to propound to 
us is very necessary to be considered. God hath given 
marvellous success to our forces under your command ; 
and if we do not improve these mercies to some settle- 
ment, such as may be to God's honour, and the good of 
this commonwealth, we shall be very much blame, 
worthy." Hereupon, one of the few honest men who 
were present, but who was not more honest than gulli- 
ble, major-general Harrison, interposed a few words, 
which are enough to express the delusions already widely 
spread among the republican officers as to the possibility 
of erecting a democracy of saints on the tliins of civil 
authority.* ^^ I think," he remarked, *' that which my 
lord-general hath propounded, is to advise as to a settle- 
ment, both of our civil and spiritual liberties ; and so 
that the mercies which the Lord hath given unto 
us may not be cast away. How this may be done is 
the great question." And now much might have arisen 
from this of a very awkward bearing on the designs of 
CromweU, had it not been for the lucky interposition of 
that most grave and accomplished lawyer, the lord 
commissioner Whitelocke. *^ It is a great question y 
indeed," he observes, " and not suddenly to be resolved; 
yet it were pity that a meeting of so many able and 
worthy persons as I see here should be fruitless. I 
should humbly offer in the first place, whether it be 
not requisite to be understood in what way this settle- 
ment is desired, whether of an absolute republic, or with 
any mixture of monarchy ? " This was, to use a homely 
expression, hitting the nail on the right head, and ac- 
cordingly, with equal force and promptitude, Cromwell 

* See the last volume of this work, p. 168. Harrison'g faith in Cromwell 
was, (and the other republican enthusiasts in the army shared it,) that he 
" pretended to loye and favour a sort of men who acted upon higher prin- 
c^les than those cf dvil liberty.** 

VOL. VII. 
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followed up the blow. '^ My lord commissioner White- 
locke^'* he exclaimed, '^ hath put us upon the right points 
It is^ indeed^ my meaning that we should consider 
whether a republic, or a mixed monarchical government, 
will be best to be settled ; and^" he added, with that 
careless air which so often veiled the profoundest work- 
ings of ambition in him, ^' if anything moTUirehical, then 
in whom that power^ shaU he placed ? ^* 

The discussion thus fairly launched, the various 
speakers embarked in it without further hesitation. Sir 
Thomas Widdrington (who was in so far honestly dis- 
posed to monarchy, that he had resigned the commission of 
the great seal upon the passing of that memorable vote"" 
which should have brought these ingenious gentlemen 
debaters within the penalties of treason) at once, with 
much candour — a great deal too much for Cromwell 
— thus tendered his opinion : ''I think a mixed 
monarchical government will be most suitable to the 
laws and people of the nation ; and if any thing mo- 
narchical, I suppose we shall hold it most just to place 
that power in one of the sons of the late king.'* Crom- 
well betraying some uneasiness at this, his friend co- 
lonel Fleetwood, who afterwards married the widow of 
Ireton, and was a man of reasonable but not very 
strong inclinations to a republic, advanced to his relief, 
and again generalised the discussion after this vague 
fashion: '^ I think that the question, whether an 
absolute republic, or a mixed monarchy, ia best to be 
settled in this nation, will not be very easy to be deter- 
mined." Upon this, the lord chief justice, Oliver Saint 
John, offered a remark of much- general force, and no 
particular application, which was all the better for his 
great cousin and confidant Cromwell : '^ It will be founds" 
he said, " that the government of this nation, without 
some thing of monarchical power, will be very difficult 
to be so settled as not to shake the foundation of our laws, 

* <* That tbb office of kino in this nation, or to hate the power 

IN A single person, IS UNNECESSARY, BURTHENSOME, AND DANGEROUS 
TO THE LIBERTT, SAFBTT, AND PUBLIC INTEREST OF THE PEOPLE." 
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and the liberties of the people." The speaker chimed 
in with this : — ''It will breed a strange confusion/' he 
remarked, <<to settle a government of this nation 
without wmethmg of monardiy.* He had scarcely 
made the remark^ however, when a thoroughly honest 
man^ of short-sighted zeal^ bat most sincere purpo^, 
turned round to St. John, and put diis startling question : 
<* I beseech you, my lord, why may not this, as well at 
other nations, be governed in the way of a republic } " 
The lord commissioner Whitelodie made reply to it ; 
** The laws of England are so interwoven with the 
power and practice of monarchy, lliat to settle a govern- 
ment without something of monarchy, would make so 
great an alteration in the proceedings of our laws, that 
you have scarce time to rectify, nor can we well foresee, 
the inconveniences which will arise thereby." Most 
shallow, learned, and lawyer.like reply ! 

The only other man who seems to have spoken with an 
appearance of honesty, rose after it had been delivered, 
and frankly observed diat it was unintelligible to him. 
*^ I do not," added colonel Whalley, ** well understand 
matters of law ; but it seems to me the best way, not to 
have any thing of monarchical power in the settlement 
of our government ; and, if we should resolve upon any, 
whom have we to pitch upon f The king's eldest son hath 
been in arms against us, and his second son is likewise our 
enemy." If Whalley here intended, however (for his 
dose relationship to Cromwell, and his subsequent crawl- 
ing subservience to him, cannot fail to induce suspicion), 
merely to narrow the question of a kingly successor to 
some great man taken from tbe people — as it is clear that 
Cromwell throughout the meeting desired — Widdring- 
ton foiled the attempt by this earnest and honest pro- 
position: '^But the late king's third son, the duke 
of Gloucester^ is still among us, and too young to have 
been in arms against us, or infected with the principles 
of our enemies.'* Whitelocke, upon this, as if to 
shift the question once more to some point of general 
disagreement, and so relieve the uneasiness of Crom- 

2 



frell, terjved one of the old pToposala. " There itiay,'* 
he said, " be i day given for the Idng's eldest sod, or 
for the duke of York, hia brother, to come into the 
unent ; and, upon mich terms aa tAuU be thought 
td agrettiHe, both to our civil and spiritual hbertiea, 
tloj^t may be made with them." 
romwell, however, who had been resflesa and dia- 
Sed aa then latter viewa were urged, here inter- 
], with a Blatement of aome force and brevity and 
lualy designed to wind up the conference. " That," 
Aid, in reference to Whitelocke'a last remark, 
1 be a bunneii of more than ordinary difficuJIjf ; 
really I thinic, if it may be done with safety and 
Tvation of our r^hts, both m Englithmert and 

ttiang, THAT A BEm.EUBHT WITH SONEWSAT QF 
UtCHIOAL FOWSB irT IT WOULD BE VEKY EfFEO- 

be memoriaUst concludes hia account by saying, 
" much other discourse waa by divers gentlemen 

present hdd upon other points, and too large to be 
inserted. Generally, the soldiers were against any 
; of monarchy, though every one of them was m 
irch in his own regiment or company ; the lawyers 

generally for a mixt monarchical government, and 
y were for the duke of Gloucester to be made king ; 
Orernwell ttill put off that debate, and came off to 

oiher point ; and in conclusion, after a long de- 

the company parted widiout coming to any result 
11 ; only Cromwell discovered bp thii meeting the 
nationt of the pertong that epake, for lohick he fished, 
made tue of vrhat he then discerned." But if words 

any meaning, he had also, while doing this, re- 
id his own inclinations. No man who attended 
meeting could thereafter doubt that he was for a 
dement with somewhat of monarchical power in it." 
lie guardians of the republic had not been idle 
■while. On the ISthiof the preceding month*, 

• SeePul. Hiri.,vD].u. p,7S. 
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Id'ter a long and severe struggle^ the details of whicli 
■}iave found a more appropriate, place in another portion 
of this work *, a hill was passed to limit the duration 
of the parliament then sitting at Westminster, to the 
3d of November^ l654. Numerous and close divisions 
attested the energy and excitement of both parties in 
the house at this memorable crisis. Each alternately 
triumphed. Cromwell professed to have achieved his 
ilesire by forcing on the house a defined period for its 
dissolution — the statesmen had most 'assuredly achieved 
theirs in accompanying the act with a proviso, that, for 
a certain period at least,^ the new elections should not 
interfere with the right of the present members to retain 
their privileges and seats. This was made the bitterest 
charge against them > afterward, and Cromwell relied 
upon it for the main justification of his subsequent dis- 
graceful dissolution of them. But they were entitled, 
as events well proved, to have reasoned on the matter as 
they did. The first occasion for trusting the people 
having been lost, it became a duty of deep and delibe- 
rate caution how best to select or shape the second. The 
suspected intrigues of Cromwell and his officers — the 
half declared discontents which pervaded the great body 
of the army — the birth of the venomous reptiles 
that had only started into power from the warmth 
of the bosoms against which they now traitorously 
turned — these warned the founders and guardians of 
the commonwealth that, the first opportunity of entire 
faith in the people having been lost, tilie second had not 
yet arrived. Marten's simile here came again to their 
aid.f When '* Moses was found upon the river, and 
brought to Pharaoh's daughter, she took care that the 
mother might he found out, to whose care he might be 
committed to be nursed. . . . Their commonwealth was 
yet an infant, of a weak growth, and a very tender con- 
stitution ; and, therefore, his opinion was, that nobody 
could be so fit to nurse it, as the mother who brought 

« Life of Vane, f See Life of Marten, p. 924. 
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it forth ; and that they should not think of putting it 
in any other hands^ until it had obtained more years and 
rigour." Arguing from this, they held, that to leare 
the cradle of the republic unwatched by some staunch 
and reliable frieuds, at a time when the sword flashed 
danger aboTe it, and safety was not altogether discern* 
ible in the features or attitude of the great mass of the 
people, would be a danger to its life and growth little 
short of the treason that threatened it more openly. In 
all this Vane does not seem to have thoroughly con<- 
curred. He would now have acted in manly reparation 
of what he felt to have been the first error of the fathers 
of the commonwealth, and would have trusted — with 
a faith that was honourable to his high spirit and pure 
soul — to the beneficial result of some general con- 
yention of the people or of the people's just representor 
lives. Beyond a doubt he was ovemiled -— but. whether 
wisely or not, in the present instance, admits of ques- 
tion, since every day that had passed since the Worcester 
victory had served to accumidate greater dangers and 
difficulties around the paths and policy of the statesmen. 
The bill they passed instead, was, at least, a generous 
and (if the expression is allowed) a fearless compromise* 
Reserving for the councils of the commonwealth, the 
wisdom and experience of the men who had framed 
them first, it threw at the same time into the hands of 
the people the power of sending into the house a large 
majority of their own. The lofty motives and services 
of its leading advocates' should be a warrant for the 
justice of all else which they designed to accomplish by 
it. And in proof of these lofty motives, little is neces* 
sary to the readers of this work beyond a mention of 
their names. Besides Vane, there were Bradshaw, 
Marten, Harrington, Scot, Sidney, Haselrig, Neville, 
and Blake. On the opposite side were ranged Crom- 
well, all his military myrmidons, <and a decided majority 
of the lawyers. 

The next grand question taken up by the statesmen, 
struck at the root of Cromwell's power. This was a 




m^i^mmf^mm^m^'Wf'mmmmmm^fmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmtm 



' OLIYBR CROMWELL. 2S 

Teduction of the anny. Never had the numher of men 
in arms^ under the direction of the English government^ 
been so great as at the period of the battle of Worcester.* 
The number of the land forces amounted to upwards 
of fifty thousand men ; and the monthly assessment 
necessary for their support amounted to a hundred and 
twenty thousand pounds. Within six days after the battle 
of Worcester^ Vane had commenced the agitation of this 
question, on a motion that parliament should instantly 
take inf» consideration how to decrease the charge of 
the commonwealth ; and within a few weeks he had, 
to a certain extent, achieved his point. The forces 
were then diminished, we find, by upwards of a fourth, 
and the amount of assessment stood at ninety thousand 
pounds. Five months passed, and the subject was 
again in discussion. It appears, however, to have been 
brought to a temporary pause by a letter from Crom- 
well to the speaker, the mention of which, without any 
detail of its contents, is to be found in the journals of 
the time. With the lapse of two months more, we find 
the question once more revived ; and, on the 12th of 
August 1652, there is a resolution on the journals, that 
it be referred to the coundl ef state to give an account, 

* Exclusioelyof the forces on actual service in Ireland, Cromwell had 
at this time nndlr his command thirty regiments of horse, one of dra. 
goons, and eighteen of foot ; which, computing by the standard of Febru- 
ary, 1648, amounted to 10,440 horse, and S4,000 foot : they certainly rather 
exceeded than fell short of this number. 4rhe institution of the. militia 
had fallen into disuse during the civil war, the militia regiments having 
been merged in the i^gulare. This institution had been handed down to 
us from our Saxon ancestors, and consisted of a certain number of the 
inhabitants of every county, chosen by lot for three years, officered by the 
lord lieutenant, the deputy lieutenants, and principal landholders, who 
were exercised for a few days in each year, and were not compellable to 
march out of their own counties, except in cases of invasion or rebellion. 
On the ceasing of the civil war, this institution was revived by an act of 
the 11th of July, 1650, and again of the 28th of January, 1651. Each of 
these acts was in force for six months, and the last appears to have been suf- 
fered to expire. In contemplation however of the Scottish invasion, SOOO 
horse and 1000 dragoons, for six months, were voted to be added to the 
forces in lieu of the militia on the 8th of April ; and 4000 foot, for three 
months, on the 1st of August On the 12th, intelligence of an actual in- 
vasion being received, an act passed through all its stages in that one day, 
for reviving and renewing the expired act concerning the militia, to con- 
tinue in force till the 1st of December; and it«eppears, that the regiments 
of militia being everv where in arms, hindered the king's friends Arom as. 
sembling to support him. Three regiments of volunteers were also raised, 
to be employed on the present emergence. — Oodwm't History. 

c 4 
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with all convenient speed, of the former vote respecting 
the retrenchment of the forces. 

This seems to have decided Cromwell. Upon one 
burning purpose he instantly concentrated all his ener- 
gies and all his power. He declared open war upon the 
parliament. He harangued his officers on the infirmities 
and self-seekings of its leading members. His own 
object^ he declared^ was equality^ and a pure common, 
wealth, without a king, or permanent chief magistrate 
of any kind. He had sought the Lord, and divine 
symbols of grace had been manifested to him ! Their 
present governors were lazy, baleful, unclean men — 
ungrateful to the army which had perilled all for them 
— insensible to their God, who had Himself declared 
for England ! The kingdom of Christ was near, if the 
saints would only strike for it ! The same excitement 
which had descended on him at the eves of Worcester 
and Dunbar, promised him now no less a victory. 

On the 12th of August — the very day on which, as 
I have stated, the fatal subject of miUtary retrenchment 
was resumed in the house of commons — a council of 
officers was held at Whitehall.* On the ISth of Au- 
gust, a petition was presented to the parliament by 
them, which no longer t limited its view to their own 
particular concerns^ but comprehended a gfperal survey 
of the affidrs of the nation, and dictated, as from master 
to servant, what woul(l be best and most wisely done. 

This petition is of too much importance in every 
sense to be omitted here. It began with stating, that 
having had divers meetings to seek the Lord, and .to 



* Several proceedings, No. 151. 

f Journals. Whitelocke, p. 516. I should mention, that on the 27th of 
the preceding January, a petition had been presiented from the council of 
war to the parliament ; a thing of ill example from officers with swords in 
their hands. But this related merely to arrears due to the army in Scot- 
land. It was referred to the committee of parliament for military aflfkirs ; 
and, by their recommendation, a bill wai passed on the 7th of April, di. 
recting the application of 150,000/. to the discharge of those arrears. And 
while on this subject J may mention here, that in the following month 
Cromwell declined the prolongation of his commission of lord lieutenant 
of Ireland ; and that, on the 9th of July, Fleetwood was appointed to the 
chief covarouid of the forces in that country. 
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Speak of the great things God had done for the com. 
monwealth^ it had heen set on their hearts as their 
duty, to offer such things in hehalf of their country^ 
as in their judgments and consciences might tend to its 
peace and weU being. In pursuance of this design, 
they therefore had with one consent thought fit humbly 
to present to the house the following particulars^ desir- 
ing they might be taken into early and serious consi- 
deration. Firsts that speedy and effectual means might 
be taken for the propagation of the Gospel ; that pro- 
fane^ scandalous^ and ignorant ministers might be ejected, 
and men approved for godliness and gifts encouraged; 
that a convenient maintenance might be provided for 
them ; and the unequal, troublesome, and contentious way 
of tithes be taken away. Secondly, that a speedy and 
. effectual course might be pursued for the r^ulation of ' 
law, in matter, form, and administration, in all parti- 
culars in which it was needlessly vexatious, or burden- 
some to the people. For this purpose, they recommended 
that the results already agreed on by the committee 
appointed for that end, might be without delay taken into 
consideration, and that the committee might be encou- 
raged to proceed. Thirdly, that a speedy and effectual 
course might be taken by act of parliament or otherwise, 
that such as were profane, scandalous, or disaffected in 
all places of authority and public trust, might be re- 
moved, and their places filled with men of good public 
affections and blameless lives ; it being the desire of 
aU good men, that the magistrates, and such as have 
public trust, might be men of truth, fearing God, and 
hating covetousness. Fourthly, that a committee might 
be appointed in each county to redress the abuses of 
the excise. Fifthly, that such as had freely lent on the 
public faith, or deeply suffered for their constant and 
good affections to the public, might be considered, and a 
way found out to give them satisfaction ; and, first of 
all, the poorer sort, who were not able to subsist without 
it ; and this to be chiefly regarded, before any more of 
the revenue should be given to particular persons. The 
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sixth and seventii articles r^ted to the arrears of the 
soldier, and the artides of war granted to the enemy^ 
which were by all means to be made good. E^hthly^ 
that the whole revenue of die state might be brought 
into one treasury^ and the account of receipts and dis- 
bursements be published yearly of half-yearly. Ninthly, 
thatj in regard of the present great affairs of the parlia- 
ment, a committee might be appointed of persons not 
members, to consider of the charge and inconyenienoe 
that arose to the commonwealth from monopolies, plu- 
ralities of places of profit, unnecessary places, and large 
salaries. Tenthly, that a way might be considered of 
for a thorough and effectual suppressing of all vs^a« 
bonds and common beggars, by setting to work such as 
were capable, and proyiding for the subsistence of such as 
through age and decrepitude were unable to relieye them^ 
selves. Eleventhly, that effectual provision might be 
made, that such as had served the parliament in the 
late wars should not be bereaved of the fruits of their 
industry by the exclusive nature of several corporations. 
Twelthly, that, for the public satisfaction of the good 
people of this nation, speedy consideration might be 
had of such qualifications for future and successive par- 
liaments, as should tend to the election only of such as 
were pious, and faithful to the interests of the common- 
wealth.* 

Insincerity and selfishness are most apparent in this 
petition. It bears very impressively upon it, in all its 
main features, the character of the source from which 
it issued. It is not that the requests urged in it ar^ 
unjust, but that they are partial, and leave unsolicited^ 
save by the most general phrase^ those claims which 
only two months before had been urged in detail upon 
parliament, by thousands of the common people f, and 

• This U taken flrom Several Proceeding*, No. 151. ; and see Godwin's 
Commonwealth, vol. iii. p. 421. 

f In a most striking document which I find among the records of the 
time. Far diflfbrent was this prayer from that of the discontented ofiicers. 
It was ** signed by many thousands,** and began bT setting' forth the " mi. 
series of the war/* which they had cheerfully endured, in the hope that 
** their rights and the fundamental laws (formerly corrupted by the king. 
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which were known to be at that instant in the consider, 
ation of the house. The officers here would separate 
them^yes from the common mass of popular petitioners. 
They set themselves up as a party in the state. They 
put forward their petition as a leader of opposition in 
parliament puts forth an anti-ministerial resolution* 
Nor is it difficult to detect in it that anxiety for the 
predominance of " higher principles than those of civil 



with his instruments, the clergy, lawyers, and statesmen) would be restored, 
as was promised, by the parliament and «rmy.'* The first section then 
asks for the restoration of the " old law of the land*' in all matters of at- 
tachment and trial, and that " whatsoerer hath been done contrary there- 
unto, b^ committees, courts-martial, high courts of justice, or the like, may 
bopabolished." The second solicits the jury trial in every case ; and the 
third, that '* no man be compelled by oath to answer against himself." The 
fourth requires, what is, after upwards of two centuries, only feebly ad- 
vancing in the house of commons of our own day, the establishment of 
county courts. The words employed are memorable, — ** That all suits 
may be determined without appeu, by a prefixt time, in the hundred, or 
county courts by juries; and no more tedious traveUbug to London j nor vex- 
ation, and consumption of men's estates, by the chancery and other courts 
of Westminster ; nor Airther attendance upon ^mmittees ; nor long im- 
prisonments ; that mak^actort may have tpeetfy trials ; that bail may not 
he denied where it oi^ht to be taken; that food and necessaries may be pro- 
vided for prison ofs at the common charge, and no fees taken by gaolers : 
that all proceedmgs in law may be free from the parties to the officers. 
The fifth section remonstrates against various inequalities and absurdities 
in punishments and in the administration of law ; and the sixth and seventh 
run in these memorable words :— ** That none he^testioned or molested 
for matter qf conscience or religion, the grounds qf implacable trouble, and 
the very spaum of tyranny and superstition s and that tithes sprung firom 
the same root and tending to the same ends, and to the obstruction of tlL 
lage and industry, may aUo cease, and no enforced maintenance imposed t» 
the place thereqfs and that copyholds and the like, and the court of wards, 
and uf^ust descents to the eldest son <mly, the principal remaining badges of 
the Norman conquest, and main support of cegal tyranny, may be taken 
away." Nor are the closing passages of this remarkable document lest 
^ worthy of most lUtentive consideration. They express, with condensed 
wisdom and force, many of the worst grievances under which, to the shame 
of ail the parliaments that have since sat at Westminster be it spoken, the 
common people of England labour still, and the wiser and more prudent of 
their represmtatives stiilTainly struggle for. ** That there be no imprison' 
mentfor debt" requires the eighth section, "but all estates be made liable 
to make satisfaction, nor the rich turn prisons into places of pro- 
tection." The ninth and tenth solicit thus : " That none be pressed for 
war, the power of countries being sufficient to suppress all insurrections 
and foreign invasions. That trade bb preb, and exempt from monopo- 
lies, and disburdening customs, excise, and all charges ; and all public 
monies to be equally raised." The three last sections are in these words : 
** That all sheriffk, justices, coroners, constables, and the like, be annually 
chosen by those qfvie place i that all laws contrary to these fundamentals 
be repealed ; that parliaments or common-councils of England may be 
returned to the old course to be annually elected ; and satisfaction given to 
the nation in point of accounts ; and the public faith satisfied ; arrears of 
soldiers paid : juries duly chosen ; registers appointed to ascertain all mort- 
gages and sale of lands ; care taken qf the poor, and waste places assigned 
for them ; the printing presses set at Uber^,** 
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liberty " in the councils of the state, which Harrison 
afterwards avowed to Ludlow * had been the staple of 
CromwelFs-eloqueuce and persuasion at the meetings of 
the military enthusiasts. 

It was carried into the house by a deputation of six^ 
every one of whom was Cromwell's creature ; commis- 
sary-general Whalley, colonels Hacker^ Barkstead^ Okey^ 
and Goffe^ and lieutenant-colonel Worsley. The autho- 
rities of the house received it with a prudent respect 
and consideration^ which did not restrain, in various 
quarters^ the expression of widely different views. 
" Many," according to the sober Whitelocke, who, it is 
to be observed, generally limits his disapproval of Crom-r 
weirs acts to the mere desire that he had chosen other 
methods of advancing them, ''many were unsatisfied 
with this petition, looking upon it as improper, if not 
arrogant, from the officept of the army to the parliament 
their masters ; and Cromwell was advised f to stop this 
way of their petitioning by the officers of the army^ with 
their swords in their hands, lest in time dt may come 
too home to himself. But he seemed to slight, or rather 
to have some design by, it ; in order to which he put 
them to prepare way for him.'' Waiving all sense of 
any such possible projects or designs, the authorities of 
the house acted with greater dignity. They resolved to 
refer the petition to a committee, consisting of Cromwell 
himself, Whitelocke, Lisle, the earl of Pembroke, Mar- 
ten, Scot, Harrison, and twenty-five other members," 
who were directed to inqtdre Jiow many of the particu- 
lars in the petition were already under consideration; 
how far they had been proceeded in ; and whether any 
new powers were necessary to enable the persons com- 
missioned to proceed more efiectually ; and to report 
accordingly. The speaker also, by the direction of the 
house, gave thanks to the petitioners, both for their 
good affections formerly displayed, and their care of the 
public expressed on the present occasion. And so ended 

* See the last volume of this work, p. 168. 
^ t By Wbitelocke hinuelf. 
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the first abt of the war hetween the parliament and th6 
army — leaving with the statesmen^ beyond a possibility 
of doubt, the praise of superior generalship. 

Not for this did Cromwell relax in his efforts. . It 
is^ however^ an indisputable test of the violent^ gra- 
tuitous^ and most unjust character of the deed he had 
resolved, that we find every step in his course towards 
it beset with difficulties which in no other object of his 
life he had encountered^ and which^ if parliament had 
been- brave enough' a little earlier to have placed confix 
dence in the people, he would have found altogether 
insurmountable. It is not thus that historians have 
generally written this history^ or the details might 
scarcely have claimed a place here. The poor rump> 
according to them, was merely contemptible. One kick^ 
however careless or feeble^ was the sufficient warrant 
for its disappearance, its dispersion, its death, its utter 
and final oblivion I 

The first step taken in the house after the business of 
the military petition^ had reference to the bill for the 
dissolution of the parliament, and the provision for future 
parliaments in succession. A report was made by Vane 
from the committee to whom it had been entrusted, and 
the result was a dissolution of the grand committee, or 
committee of the whole house, which had sat on the 
bill at intervals for the last eleven months, and the 
sending back the measure itself to be perfected to the 
committee from whom they received the present report. 
The tendency of this was to simplify future proceedings 
on this important subject, and to bring them as speedily 
as possible to a close. And hardly was it * done, before 
the question Of military retrenchments again reared 
its formidable head. Vane and his friends rightly 
judged, in thus striking through the army^ powerful as 
it was^ for support in the sympathies of the people. It at 
least, if too late now for more immediate advantage, un^ 
fitted them for Cromwell's tyranny. On no subject did 
they feel with the statesmen so strongly as on this. And 
with reason ! Taxes had ground them to the earth, and 
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without some instant diminntion of the military esta-^ 
blishments^ it was Tain even to talk of a fit remissioff 
of their burdens. 

It marks still the doubt^ the anxiety^ the fear of 
Cromwell^ that the next step he took in his great game 
aigues a new distrust of the machinery he had been so 
long providing to work the designs of his ambition with. 
His project of usurpation upon the supreme power is 
unswerving throughout; but the extreme agitation 
with which^ from side to side^ he seeks differing means 
of achieving it, betrays the utter falsehood of the pretence 
of public acquiescence and desire to which he afterwards 
attempted to resort. At one instant we behold him 
trying the temper of the Swords of his veteran Ironsides, 
at another exploring the quality of mettle that lurked 
beneath the gowns and wigs of the Lawyers of the state. 
Thus the incident which awaits us now is a confer- 
ence that passed between Cromwell and the lord com- 
missioner Whitelocke. They met, by accident or design, 
on the evening of the 8th of November, in the present 
year, in a retired part of St James's Park. The lord 
general on seeing the lord commissioner '^ saluted him 
him with more than ordinary courtesy; and desired 
him to walk aside with him, that they might have some 
private discourse together." This private discourse 
Whitelocke set down in his diary, and after the restora- 
tion it was given to the world. 

" My lord Whitelocke,'* Cromwell began, *' I know 
your faithfulness and engagement in the same food cause 
with myself and the rest of our friends, and I know 
your ability in judgment, and your particular friendship 
and affeddon for me ; indeed I am sufficiently satisfied 
in these things, and therefore I desire to advise with 
you in the main and most important affairs relating 
to our present condition. ... I have cause to be, 
and am, without the least scruple of your faithfulness; 
and I know your kindness to me your old friend, and 
your abilities to serve the commonwealth ; and there are 
enough besides me that can testify it. And I believe 
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our engagements for this ccMoimonweatth have been and 
are as deep as nH>8t men's ; and there never was more 
need of advice^ and solid hearty counsel^ than the pre- 
sent state of our affaixa doth require/' 

To this invitation for '^scklid hearty counsel" in the 
specious name of the good cause, the prudent lawyer 
responded in general terms of caution, and then added^*— 
'^ The goodness of your own nature and personal know- 
ledge of me win keep you from any jealousy of my 
faithfulness," To this Cromwell, with many protesta- 
tions of belief and trusty discreetly rejoined. ^* I wish 
there was no more ground of suspicion of others than of 
you. I can trust you with my life, and the most secret 
matters relating to our business ; and to that end I have 
now desired a little private discourse with you; and 
really^ my lord^ there is very great cause for us to con- 
sider the dangerous condition we are all in^ and how to 
make good our station^ to improve the mercies and suc- 
cesses which God hath given us ; and not to be fooled 
out of them again^ nor to be broken in' pieces by our 
particular jarrings and animosities one against another ; 
but to unite our counsels^ and hands^ and hearts^ to 
make good what we have so dearly bought^ vrith so much 
hazard, blood, and treasure ; and that^ the Lord having 
given us an entire conquest over our enemies, we should 
not now ha^d all again by our private janglings^ and 
bring those mischiefs upon ourselves^ which our enemies 
could never do." 

The lord commissioner, flattered by this cordial look 
of confidence, appears to have shown an instant disposi- 
tion to enter into the heart of the business. '^My 
lord," he said, ^* I look upon our present danger as 
greater than ever it was in the field, and . (as your ex- 
cellency truly observes) our proneness to destroy our- 
selves^ when our enemies could not do it. It is no 
strange thing for a gallant army^ as yours is, after full 
conquest of their enemies, to grow into factions and 
ambitious designs." ^^ I have used," interposed Crom- 
well^ ^^ and shall use, the utmost of my poor endeavours 
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to keep them all in order and obedience." '* Your ex- 
cellency," admitted Whitelocke courteously, ^^hath done 
it hitherto even to admiration/* 

Taking advantage of this the lord general pro- 
ceeded to observe with much fervour, and a marvel- 
lous lack of shame, on the discontents he had him- 
self cherished, for his own purposes, in the military 
councils. •^^*Truly," he said, first answering to the 
lord commissioner's compliment, ^^God hath blessed 
me in it exceedingly, and I hope will do so still. Your 
lordship hath observed most truly, the inclinations of 
the officers of the army to particular factions, and to 
murmurings that they are not rewarded according to 
their deserts ; that others, who have adventured least, 
have gained most; and they have neither profit, nor 
preferment, nor place in government, which others hold, 
who have undergone no hardships nor hazards for the 
commonwealthL; and herein they have too much of 
truth, yet their insolency is very great, and their influ- 
ence upon the private soldiers works them to the like 
discontent and murmurings. Then, as for the members 
of parliament, Uie army begins to have a strange distaste 
against them, and I wish there were not too much •cause 
for it ; and really their pride, ambition, and self-seeking , 
engrossing all places of honour and profit to themselves 
and their friends, and their daily breaking forth into 
new and violent parties and factions ; their delays of 
business, and designs to perpetuate themselves, and to 
continue the power in their own hands ; their meddling 
in private matters between party and party, contrary to 
the institution of parliaments, and their un justness and 
partiality in these matters, and the scandalous lives of 
some of the chief of them; these things, my lord, do 
give too much ground for people to open their mouths 
against them, and to dislike them. Nor can they be 
kept within the bounds of justice, law, or reason ; they 
themselves being the supreme power of the nation, liable 
to no account to any, nor to be controlled or regulated 
by any other power, there being none superior, or co- 
ordinate with them. So that, unless there he some 
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authority and power sa fuU and so high as to restrain 
and keep things in better order y-and that may he a check 
to these eworbitaneiesy it will be impossible, in human 
reason, to prevenf our ruin." 

But the wily lawyer was not to be caught so fast. 
He admitted much, but kept more in reserve. '^ I 
confess/' he said, ^^tbe danger we are all in, by these 
extravagances and inordinate powers^ is more than, I 
doubt, is generally apprehended. • . • As to the mem- 
bers of parliament, I confess the greatest difficulty 
lies there ; your commission being from them, and they 
being acknowledged the supreme power of the nation, 
subject to no control,, nor allowing any appeal from 
them. Yet I am sure your excellency will not look upon 
them as generally depraved,' too many of them are much 
to blame in those things you have mentioned, and many 
unfit things have passed among them ; but I hope well 
of the major part of them, when great matters come to a 
decision" Cromwell upon this, with well painted pas*- 
sion, made the show of an earnest appeal to his lawyer 
friend. '^ My lord, my lord, there is little hopes of a 
settlement to be made by them, really there is not ; but 
a great deal of fear, that they will destroy again what 
the Lord hath done graciously for them and us ; we all 
forget Grod, and God will forget us, and give us up to 
confusion ; and these men will help it on, if they be 
suffered to proceed in their ways ; some course must be 
thought on, to curb and restrain them, or we shaU be 
ruined by them** Whitelocke quietly remarked to this: 
*'We ourselves have acknowledged them the supreme 
power, and taken our commissions and authority in the 
highest concernments from them ; and how to curb 
them, after this, it will be hard to find out a way for 
it." 

This was the very point to which the energetic cap- 
tain desired to bring his learned and most meditative 
associate. Flinging off all further reserve, he frankly, 
boldly, and abruptly asked, *' What if a man should 

TAKE UPON HIM TO BE KINO ? " 
VOL. VII. B 
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This question^ be it observed, was addressed to one 
who stood high in the t;onfidence of the leaders of the 
repubUc^ and who himself, indeed^ was one of its chief 
administrators. But no shadow of anger or remon^ 
strance fell upon the treasonable thought. Most quiet 
and civil was the lord commissioner's reply. ^' / think 
that remedy would be worse than the disease** Crom* 
well subjoined quickly, ** Why do you think so ?" 

In his answer, most memorable for that, the thorough- 
paced master of law and stratagem soothed the excite- 
ment of the great soldier by pointing out to him all he 
MIGHT do, while he affected to advise him as to what 
should not be done. He ^^setded" on the instant a 
*' draft" of the protectorate ! '^As to your own person, 
the title of king would be of no advantage ; because you 
have the full kingly power in you already, concerning 
the militia, as you are general. As to the nomination 
of civil officers, those whom you think fittest are seldom 
refused; and although you have no negative vote in the 
passing of laws, yet what you dislike will not easily be 
carried ; and the taxes are already settled, and in your 
power to dispose the money raised. And as to foreign 
affairs, though the ceremonial application be made to 
the parliament, yet the expectation of good or bad suc- 
cess in it is from your excellency, and particular soli, 
citations of foreign ministers are made to you only; so 
that I apprehend, indeed, less envy, and danger, and 
pomp, but not less power, and real opportunities of 
doing good, in your being general, than would be if you 
had assumed the title of king.'' 

It is clear that the only sensible difference between 
the interlocutors in this famous dialogue, was one of 
time, Whitelocke's protectorate would scarcely have 
been so sudden. But such a difference Was more than 
enough for Cromwell. His active share in the confer- 
ence ended at this point; and in all that fallowed he was 
simply unrolling, for self-guidance on minor matters, 
the entire map of the lord commissioner's plan. 

First meeting him with his own weapons, he fathomed 
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the lawyer's view of the popular feeling of the nation r 
'^ I have heard^" said Cromwell^ ^^some of your profeo-* 
sion observe^ — that he who is actually king, whether 
by election or descent^ yet being once king, all acts done 
by him as king^ are as lawful and justifiable as by any 
king who hath the crown by inheritance from his fore-^ 
fathers ; and that^ by an act of parliament in Henry the 
Seventh's time, it is safer for those who act under a 
king, be his title what it will, than for those who act 
under any other power. And surely the power of a 
king is so great and high, and so universally understood 
Mnd reverenced by the people of this nation, that the title 
of it might not only indemnify^ in a great measure, 
those that act under it, but likewise be of great use and 
advantage in such times as these, to curb the insolence 
of those whom the present powers cannot control, or at 
least are the persons themselves who are thus insolent." 
Whitelocke in answering this, more plainly insinuated 
his doubts as to time. ^' I agree in the general what 
you are pleased to observe as to this title of king ; but 
whether for your excellency to take this title upon you 
as things now are, will be for the good and advantage 
either of yourself and friends, or of the commonwealth, 
I do very much doubt, notwithstanding that act of par- 
liament, 11 Hen. VII., which will be little regarded, or 
observed to us by our enemies, if they should come to get 
the upper hand of us.** 

Upon this the lord general fairly asked — '^ What do 
you apprehend would be the danger of taking this 
title?" And Whitelocke as fairly answered. *'The 
danger, I think, would be this, — One of the main points 
of controversy betwixt us and our adversaries is, whe- 
thier the government of this nation shall be established 
in monarchy, or in a free state or commonwealth ? 
And most of our friends have engaged with us upon 
the hopes of having the government settled in a free 
state; and to efiect thatr, have undergone all their ha- 
zards and difficulties, they being persuaded, though I 
think much mistaken, that under the government of a 

D 2 
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commonwealth they shall enjoy more liberty and right, 
both as to their spiritual and civil concernments, than 
they shall under a monarchy^ the pressures and dislike 
whereof are so fresh in their memories and sufferings. 
Now, if your excellency should take upon you the title 
of king^ this state of your cause will be thereby wholly 
determined, and monarchy establidied in your person ; 
and the question will be no more^ whether our govern- 
ment shall be by a monardi or by a free state, but, 
whether Cromwell or Stuart shall be our king and mo- 
narch? And that question, whereinfoefore so great 
parties of the nation were engaged, and which was uni« 
versal, will by this means become, in ^ect, a private 
controversy only* Before it ftms national. What kind of 
government we should have ? Now it wHl become particular. 
Who shaU be our governor, wheffier of the family of the 
Stuarts, or of the family of the Cromwells? Thus the 
state of our controversy being totally changed, all those 
who were for a commonwealth (and they are a very 
great and considerable party), having dieir hopes therein 
frustrated, will desert you ; your hands will be weak- 
ened, your interest straitened, and your cause in appa- 
rent danger to be ruined." 

Here, however, all semblance of sincerity or fairness 
seems to vanish from the worthy lord commissioner, 
and we are irresistibly called upon to remember the sig. 
nificant fact, that the conference was not published till 
after the restoration. A slight preliminary interchange 
of compliment and courtesy first claims record. It ran 
thus. 

'^ CROMWEfiii. / confess you speak reason in this; but 
what other thing can you propound, that may obviate 
the present dangers and difficulties wherein we are all 
engaged ? — Wbitelocke. It will be the greatest diffi- 
culty to find out such an expedient. I have had many 
things in my private thoughts upon this business, some 
of which, perhaps, are not fit, or safe, for me to com- 
municate. — Cbomwell. I pray, my lord, what are 
they ? You may trust me with them ; there shall no 
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prejudice come to you by any private discourse betwixt 
us. I shall never betray my friend ; you may be as 
firee with me as with your own hearty and shall never 
suffer by it. — Whitelockb. I make no scruple to put 
my life and fortune into your excellency's hand ; and 
so I shall, if I impart these fancies to you, which are 
weak^ and perhaps may prove offensive to your excel- 
lency ; therefore my best way will be to smother them. 

— Cromwell. Nay, I prithee, my lord Whitelockev 
let me know them: be they wh&t they will, they 
cannot be ofiensive to me, but I shall take it kindly 
from you; therefore, I pray, do not conceal those 
thoughts of yours from your faithful friend. — White- 
LOCKE. Your excellency honours me with a title far 
above me ; and since you are pleased to command it, I 
shall discover to you my thoughts herein ; and humbly 
desire you not to take in ill part what I shall say to you. 

— Cromwell. Indeed I shall not ; but I shall take it, 
as I said, very kindly from you. — Whitelockb. Give 
me leave then, first, to consider your excellency's con. 
dition. You are environed with secret enemies. Upon 
your subduing of the pubhc enemy, the officers of 
your army account themselves all victors, and to have 
had an equal share in the Qonquest with you. The 
success which God hath given us hath not a little 
elated their minds ; and many of them are busy and of 
turbulent spirits, and are not without their designs how 
they may dismoimt your excellency, and some of them- 
selves get up into the saddle ; how they may bring you 
down, and set up themselves. They want not counsel 
and encouragement herein ; it may be from some mem<» 
hers of the parliament, who may be jealous of your 
power and greatness, lest you shotUd grow too high for 
them, and in time overmaster them ; and they will plot 
to bring you down first, or to dip your wings. — Cbom. 
WELL. I thank you that you so fully consider my con- 
dition ; it is a testimony of your love to me, and care of 
me, and you have rightly considered it ; and I may say, 
without vanity, that in my condition yours is involved^, 
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and all our friends ; and those that plot my ruin will 
hardly bear your continuance in any condition worthy 
of you. Besides this^ the cause itself may possibly re- 
ceive some disadvantage by the stnigglings and conten- 
tions among ourselves. But what^ sir^ are your thoughts 
for prevention of those mischiefs that hang over our 
heads ? " 

Those thoughts are then recorded thus ; — and 
when they first saw the lights Charles II. had par- 
doned the safe rebellion of Whitelocke^ and was revelling 
and rejoicing on his pensioned throne. " Pardon me^ 
sir^ in the next place^ a little to consider the con- 
-dition of the king of Scots. This prince being now 
by your valour^ and the success which God hath 
given to the parliament^ and to the army under your 
command^ reduced to a very low condition, both he, 
and all about him, cannot but be very inclinable to 
hearken to any terms, whereby their lost hopes may he 
-revived of his being restored to the crowns and they to 
their fortunes and native country. By a private treaty 
with him you may secure yourself, and your friends and 
their fortunes ; you may make yourself and your pos^ 
terity as great and permanent, to all human probability , 
as ever any subject was, and provide for your fiiends ; 
you may put such limits to monarchial power as will 
secure our spiritual and civil liberties^ and you may se. 
cure the cause in which we are all engaged ; and this 
^ may be effectually done^ by having the power of the 
militia continued in yourself^ and whom you shall agree 
upon after you. I propound^ therefore, for your ex- 
cellency to send to the king of Scots, and to have a 
private treaty with him for this purpose ; and I beseech 
you to pardon what I have said upon the occasion. It 
is out of my affection and service to your excellency 
and to all honest men ; and I humbly pray you not to 
have any jealousy thereupon of my approved faithful- 
ness to your excdlency and to this commonwealth," 

If anything like this were really said, there is much 
pleasant contempt in the tone of Cromwell's reply J " I 
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have not^" he remarked^ '' I assure you^ the least distrust 
of your faithfuhiess and friendship to me^ and to the 
cause of this commonwealth^ and I think you have much 
reason for what you propound ; hut it is a matter of so 
high importance and difficulty^ that it deserves more time 
of consideration and dehate than is at present allowed us. 
We shall therefore take a farther time to discourse of it " 
'' And with this," adds our memorialist^ ^^ the general 
hrake oW, and went to other company^ and so into White- 
hall; seeming, hyhis countenance and carriage^ displeased 
with what had heen said ; yet he never objected it against 
Mr. Whitelocke in any public meeting afterwards ; only 
his carriage towards him^ from that time^ was altered^ 
and his advising with him not so frequent and intimate 
as before ; and it was not long after that he found an 
occasion, by an honourable employment^ to send him out 
of the way (as some of his nearest relations, particularly 
his daughter Claypole, confessed,) that he might be no 
obstacle or impediment to his ambitious designs." 

Making every due concession to Whitelocke's amusing 
self-coAceit, and to lady Claypole's womanly good-hu- 
mour in flattering it, it is incumbent upon us to state 
our strong impression that Cromwell never at any time 
proposed to himself the unnecessary trouble of erecting 
the pliant lord commissioner into anything like an ob- 
stacle or impediment; and also to subjoin the fact, that 
the '^ honourable employment" for sending our state 
lawyer "out of the way*" was not even thought of 

* Another person of somewhat greater importance was also, within three 
months of this time, sent out of the way by Cromwell's influence. Henry, 
duke of Gloucester, and the princess Elizabeth, children of Charles I., 
were in England at their father's death. (See p. SS9. of my last volume.) 
The council of the commonwealth had proposed, in 1650, to send the duke 
to his brother in Scotland, and the princess to her sister in Holland, allow- 
ing a thousand a year to each quamdiu se bene gesserfrU. (See Journals, 
July 24. and Sept. 11. in that year.) But on the 8th of Sept., Elisabeth 
suddenly died, and the young brother remained under the charge of the 

Sovernor of Carisbrook till within three months of the period I am now 
escribing. Then it. was that Cromwell advised the young prince's tutor, 
Lovel, whom Clarendon speaks of highly, to ask permission f^om the go- 
vernment for his safe removal to his sister, the princess of Orange. This 
the high-minded republicans granted at once, and accompanied the con- 
cession with the sum of 500/. to defVay the expense of his voyage, and the 
promise of an annual stipend if he would not join the rebellious scheme of 
nil elder brothers. This act of magnanimity, not a singular act with these 
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tiil^ by a most atrocious act of usurpation^ Cromwell 
had not only declared his ambitious designs^ but proved 
the innocent helplessness of any obstacle that TVliite-' 
locke could possibly oppose to them. , It was merely to 
prevent the intrusion of needless and impertinent^forms 
into the detailed project of the protectorate, that^ on the 
eve of the regular instalment of that mode of despotism^ 
the Swedish embassy* was devised for the meddling 
man of law. Of the conference itself, it is only needful 
to remark further^ that it was chiefly useful to Crom- 
well in proving the aid of VThitelocke useless. He 
turned back to his military council. 

Lambert's influence he had already won over to his 
project; a vain and weak man; influential with the army, 
and not ill incHned towards the civil authorities, till the 
craft of Cromwell worked his vanity and revolt against 
them, and his very ambition into aid towards himself. 
For Ireton*s ofiice, which was voted to Lambert on the 
death of that virtuous soldier, having been subsequently 
deprived of its accompanying title of lord deputy (an 
omission rendered necessary by Cromwell's own intima- 
tion that he desired no longer to continue in his own 
person {he rank of lord lieutenant t), Lambert's vanity 
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high-souled men, has been commonly attributed to the influence of 
Cromwell, who thus sought to remove a rival Arom his path. Perhaps it 
may, in one sense, have been so; for Widdrington and the lawyers, it will 
be recollected, had urged the claims of this youthful Henry Stuart to the 
throne, under a new settlement, as the only member of the royal family 
unspotted with the blood of EngUshmea Not the less, however, was the 
concession to such a request evidence of high generosity on the part i^ the 
then rulers of the state. And not the less, let rae add, is it a proof bow 
the greatest men are dwarfed by mean and unworthy designs, when we 
behold the powerful Cromwell, the veteran of a hundred victories, reduced 
to the wretched need of recognising a rival in a powerless lad of twelve 
years old ! 

* See the first volume of this memoir ; Appendix R, Oromwbll and 
Christina. 

f The title of generaUin-chief of all the forces there was substituted. 
The "lord-deputy," in consequence, became '* lieutenant-general,'* merely. 
Ludlow thus adverts to the new appointment. After observing on Crom- 
weirs reluctance to continue him in the military command of Ireland, ia 
consequence of** the jealousy which general Cromwell had conceived of me, 
that I might prove an obstruction to the design he was carrying on, to ad. 
vance himself by the ruin of the commonwealth," he adds, ** and therefore, 
since major.general Lambert refused to go over with any character less 
than that of deputy, he resolved by any means to place lieutepant-general 
Fleetwood at the head of aflfliirs in Ireland. By which conduct he procured 
two great advantages to himself i thereby putting the army in Irdand into 
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was easily moved to believe that an empty title^ omitted 
for the purpose of avoiding a practical absurdity^ was 
omitted for the purpose of slighting him. He rejected 
the appointment in disgust.* More easily still was his 
ambition played with^ since the lord general threw out 
obscure hints of the necessity that would arise of fixing 
some order of succession in case of any recasting of the 
supreme power : and who so fit to succeed the first 



the hands of a penon lecuied to his Interest by the mawriajte of his daugh • 
ter; and, drawing major-general Lamb^ into an enmity towards the 
parliament, prepared him to join with him in opposition to them, when 
he should find it convenient to put his design in execution." 

* Mrs. Hutchinson, in her memoirs, gives the following account of this 
transaction, and of an incident of royalist report, which is mentioned in my 
next page. The account is only correct in tne j«neral impression it con- 
veys. " After the death of Ireton,** says Mrs. Hutchinson, <* Lambert was 
voted deputy of Ireland, and commander-in-chief there, who being at that 
time in the north, was exceedingly elevated with the honour, and courted 
all Fairfax's old commanders, and other goitlemen, who, upon his pro- 
mises of preferment, quitted their places, and many of .them came to Lon- 
don and made him up there a very proud train, which still exalted him, so 
that too soon he put on the prince, immediately laying out 5000/. for bis 
own particular equipage, and looking upon all the parliament men. who 
had ccmferred this honour upon him, as underlings, and scarce worth the 
great man's nod. This untimely declaration of his pride gave g^reat offence 
to the 'parliament, who' having only given him a commission for six 
months for his deputyship, made a vote that, after the expiration of that 
time, the presidency of the civil and military power of that nation should 
no more be in his nor any one man's hands again. ThU vote taos upon 
CromwdVs procurementi who hereby designed to make way for his new 
son4n.law. Col. Fteetwood, who had married the widow of the late deputy 
Ireton. There went a story, that as my lady Ireton was walking in St. 
James's Park, the lady Lambert, as proud as her husband, came by where 
she was, and tu^ the present princess always had precedency of the relict of 
the dead prince, so she.put my lady Ireton below; who, notwithstanding 
her piety and humility) was a little grieved at the aftont Col. Fleetwood 
being then present, in mourning for his wife, who died at the same time 
her lord did, took occasion to introduce himself, and was immediately ac- 
cepted by the lady and her lather, who designed thus to roitore his daugh- 
'ter to the honour she was fallen firom. His plot took as himself could 
wish ; for Lambert, who saw himself thus cut off flrom half his exaltation, 
sent the house an insolmt message, " that if they found him so unworthy 
of the honour they had given him, as so soon to repent it, he would not 
retard their remedy for six months, but was ready to surrender their com- 
mission before he entered into his office" They took him at his word, and 
nuide Fleetwood deputy, and Ludlow commander of the horse ; whereupon 
Lambert, with a heart fUll of spit^ malice, and revenge, retreated to bis 
palace at Wimbledon, and tat there voatcl^ng an opporiunitu to destroy the 
parliament, Cromwell, atthomgh he chiejiu torought this ousiness in the 
house, y^ftattered urAA Lamhertt and havmg another reach of ambition 
in his breast, helped to inflame Lambert against those of the i>arliaroent 
who were not his creatures, and to cast the odium of his disgrace upon 
them, and profess his own clearness in it, and pity of him, that should be 
drawn into such an inconvenience as the charge of putting himself into 
equipage, and the loss of all that provision ; which Cromwell, pretending 
generosity, tocA all upon his own account^ and delivered him of the debt" 
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tnan of the army^ as he who was indisputahly the 
Mcond ? * 

The result of this intrigue was beneficial in another 
shape. Cromwell had designed the command in Ire- 
land for an instrument of his own^ Charles Fleetwood^ 
to whom he at this time also induced his daughter 
Bridget^ who had not yet put off her mourning for Ire. 
ton^ to consent to give her hand. The royalist writers 
have a story about this marriage which may be worth 
mentioning, though it is refuted by the proofs already 
ofiered in this work of the high spirit and masculine 
good sense of Cromwell's eldest daughter. They say 
that Charles Fleetwood one day met Bridget Ireton in 
tears^ and on inquiring the cause^ found she was giving 
way to a fit of feminine spleen in consequence of hav- 
ing just before been forced to give way to the wife of 
Lambert^ in St. James's Park. They were both at this 
instant in mournings one for a wife^ the other for a 
husband. An offer of the widower's hand was made 
and accepted on the spot, and the widow found herself 
speedily restored to precedency as the wife of the lieu- 
tenant-general of Ireland I The story is amusing^ but 
not credible. The wife of Ireton might possibly have 
consented to sacrifice her affections to the state policy of 
her fathery but she would not have betrayed a mind of 
superior virtue and character to the miserable satisfaction 
of her own wounded vanity. 

But now the contest between the chiefs of the com- 
monwealth and their too powerful servant^ though in 

* I may quote on this point a curioui pauage from the FUsgelban : — 
'* Major-general Lambert, nevertheless, aid concur with him (Cromwell) 
in every particular, the whole design being secretly imparted to him, and 
he promised, as a reward for his assistance, the succession to the supreme 
power. This intimacy of Lambert was of a long standing, ever since 
Preston fight, and was cemented the faster by that complayoency Oliver 
took in his wife, a woman of good birth and parts, and of pleasing attrac- 
tions both for mind and body. The voice of the people was, that she was 
more familiar with him than the honour of her sex would allow, and that 
she had some extraordinary kindnesses for him which she had not for her 
husband ; and that, being the medium of reciprocation of intelligence be- 
tween them, she did communicate all her husband's designs, and conceal 
some of the others : though she needed not to have been so squeamish, or 
reserved, for one wnose depths were never fathomed or discovered to any 
mortal, Ireton excepted." 
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full career towards its . iiaemorable* and miserable close^ 
received temporary check in two directions. On the 
one hand^ dissention reared its head suddenly in the 
minds of Cromwell's military cabal ; whilst^ on the other^ 
the grand position assumed by the republican leaders in 
closing their war with the Dutch^ seems to have sus- 
pended for a brief space^ whether in prudence or in 
awe^ even the sacrilegious purposes of Cromwell him« 
sdLf. 

Both events are marked beyond a doubt in a royalist 
production of the time ; and they reflect considerations 
of the utmost importance and interest on the view of 
the last days of the English commonwealth^ which is 
here sought to be impartially conveyed. The first, 
descriptive of the meetings and dissensions of the 
military cabal, is thus given. The writer, be it re- 
collected, contemplating both parties in the struggle 
with equal hatred, may here lay claim to some of the 
best privileges of impartiality. '^ Every other day d- 
most, more fasts, or some such religious exercise, was 
managed by Cromwell and Harrison, who propioted the 
proposals for a new representative, in order to the 
personal reign of Christ, and that therefore it was high 
time the government was placed in the hands of his 
saints, for all the glorious prophecies thereof were now 
ready to be fulfilled ; and this was cryed up as the 
doctrine of the times. Cromwell seemed to be of the 
same judghient, and of that millenary principle ; de- 
signing (as he said) nothing of those mutations of 
government which were agitating, but in tendency to 
that great revolution ; so that he had absolutely fooled 
Harrison into a confidence of his good intentions, and 
that he aimed not at his own greatness ; — and there- 
upon all the party Harrison could make, which was 
Feaks', Rogers', and Sympson's congregations, were im- 
patient to have the parUament ousted, and their fine 
module to take place, wherein righteousnesse and holi- 
nesse should be exalted in the kingdomes of the world. 
And now the Turk and the Pope were horribly threat- 
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enedj and Oliver looked upon as the great instrament 
that should confound Antichrist. But though most of 
the officers were thus bewitched and besotted^ yet a 
great many of them had just and strong suspicions what 
his dissolution of the parliament would end in; and 
therefore secret consultations were held how to oppose 
these practices upon the parliament^ in whose authority 
conserved and secured, they were so wise as to think 
themselves safe and defended from the after-daps of 
the rebellion. Among the rest^ several officers of note 
came voluntarily out of Ireland (as some out of Scot- 
land), who had by their general fasts perceived the 
drift of their general, to withstand him^ and jmbHquely 
protest against the conduct of this businesses as directly 
tending to the overthrow and undoing all^ for which so 
much blood had been spilt^ and giving up the most 
glorious cause in the world to its vanquished enemies ; 
— Noll's own argument. . . Of those that thus opposed 
him^ colonel Venables, scout-master general Downing^ 
and major Streater, were the most eminent; who to 
that purpose^ as above said^ came out of Ireland ; but 
colonel Venables was soon wrought upon ; and Mr. 
Downing offisring to speak against it in the council of 
officers, and getting upon the table ior better audience^ 
was bid to come down by Cromwell^ asking him what 
he did there ? Only colonel Streater persisted in his 
resolution of giving reasons against it, and being 
flamm'd by Harrison with Christ's personal faigne, and 
that he was assured the lord general sought not himself, 
but that King Jesus might take the sceptre, — he pre- 
sently replied that Christ must come before Christmas, 
or else he would come too late. For this opportune 
opposition, and ten queries then published by him in the 
army, he was afterwards committed to the Gate»house, 
and look'd upon by Cromwell as his mortal enemy.^ 

On the other, and, to our present purpose, the more 
important matter of consideration adverted to, the 
royalist writer uses language even stronger and more 
significant. Having spoken of the last great effort of 
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the Dutch to recover the supremacy of the sea^ he pro- 
ceeds to characterise it as a grave stumbling-block to the 
designs of Cromwdl. '^ It was a hazardous enterprise^" 
he says^ ''to be fighting with two commonwealths 
together^ and to which his confidence and resolution could 
not raise him^ without a surer interest in the people, who 
were to undergoe his tyranny. This now reprieved the 
members from his decree of dissolution, while they had 
tried the fortune of war with the Dutch, and had put 
things into such a posture and certainty, that no home 
alteration could discompose or disorder it ; the treasury 
for the support of the war, being now a filling, a naval 
force rigging and equipping, and the honour and glory 
of the nation engaged and concerned,'* * 

It would be difficult to bear better testimony than 
this to a statesmanlike fitness for power in the men who 
at present held it, or to a gross falsehood in the pretence 
on which it was so soon to be wrested from them. And 
they fully justified these demands upon their last ex- 
ertions. With unexampled capacity and energy they 
re-fiUed the drained exchequer, refitted their naval 
power, sent Blake to sea with the noblest squadron he 
had yet commanded, and finally shattered to pieces the 
last resources of the Dutch. Again, therefore, but for 
the last time now, had this great administrative genius 
averted mortal danger from the commonwealth. Men's 
homes were safe, the honour of the republic safe, and 
every enemy to England beaten back with ignominy to 
his own shore. '' We never," said an illustrious agent 
in the workf as he proudly recalled the history of the 
despised Rump under Richard Cromwell's protecto- 
rate, " we never bid fairer to be masters of the whole 
world." From a highest point of elevation indeed, 
were they doomed to hasten to their setting; in its 
ripest season was the pear fated to be plucked by Crom- 
well ; and (least merited of all !) the fame which his- 
tory should surely have awarded, in some sort, to the 

* Flagellnm, by Heath. 

t TMmu Scott See Life of Vane, p. 34£. 
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men beneath the light and warmth of whose genius it 
had attained so full a richness^ she exclusively bestowed, 
without reserve or stint, on the successful usurper ! 

Very ominous warnings were thickening around 
him when he ventured his final move. In renovat* 
ing the exchequer for tie war. Vane had proposed a 
sale of the estate of Hampton Court, then held in trust 
by the great soldier*; and the first act of the same 
statesman, after Blake was fairly at sea, and while the 
contest was of course undecided, had been to procure a 
vote from the house, appointing the 3rd of November, 
1653, instead of that of day in the year l654, for the 
dissolution of parliament. What, indeed, were the 
exact views and prospects to which that true friend of 
freedom still clung in hope, even so late as this, may be 
gathered without much difficulty from what Roger Wil- 
liams, a staunch republican, and his associate of early 
years in the government of New England (who was 
now staying at our English statesman's country resi- 
dence in Lincolnshire), wrote to his transatlantic friends. 
*^ Here," he says, '* is great thoughts and preparations 
for a new parliament. Some of our friends are apt to 
think a new parliament will favour us and our cause." 
Certain it was that the time had now arrived for Crom. 
weirs usurpation, if it was to arrive ever. Each day 
that passed over the statesmen in their new and weU-^ 
won safety from foreign attack, promised to be laden 
with events that must tend to establish far more deci* 
sively than ever their internal power. 

It is very curious, and highly instructive, to note down 
exact dates at the various points in this famous strug- 
gle. For example, in the memorials of even the cau- 
tious and Cromwell-serving Whitelocke, we find that 

* Ludlow thus apeaks of "two ways** by which Vane and his associates 
sought to **countermine" Cromwell. ** Firgt,by balancing his interest in the 
army with that of the fleet, procuring an order from the parliament, by 
reason of the importance of the war with fhe Dutch, to send some regU 
ments of the army to strengthen the fleet ; and, secondly, by recommend, 
ing, as an easy way to raise money in that emergency, the sale of Hampton 
Court and other places, that were esteemed as baits to tempt some ambi. 
tious man to ascend the throne."-- Vol. il p. 451« 
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the same note which records the last great victory of 
Blake aiid the '^parliamenVs forces at sea^'' contains also 
these significant allusions to Cromwell and his officers ; 
*' And they, now hegan to assume to themselves all the 
honour of the past actions^ and of the conquests hy them 
achieved, scarce owning the parliament^ and their assist- 
ance and provision for them ; hut taxing and ceniuring 
the memhers of parliament for injustice and delay of 
husinessj and for seeking to prolong their power^ and 
promote their private interest^ and satisfie their owne 
ambition. With these and many others the like censures^ 
they endeavoured to calumniate the parliament^ and 
judge them guilty of those crimes whereof themselves 
were faulty; not looking into their own actions^ nor 
perceiving their own defaults, yet censuring the actions 
ai|d proceedings of the parliament very opprobriously." 
The opprobrium must have been sharp indeed, which 
startled even this considerate and compliant lawyer into 
so decided a sense of it. In the next record of his 
diary he thus proceeds : " The drift of Cromwell and 
his officers was to put an end to this parliament, which 
many wondered at, and sought to dissuade him from^ 
upon all opportunities, aafar as was thought convenient, 
and that they might not appear desirous to continue 
their own powers, and sitting in parliament, whereof they 
had cause to be sufficiently weary.*' 

In this passage Whitelocke seems to me to describe^ 
with sufficient accuracy, one of those great sources of dan- 
ger to a political cause which seldom rise to the surface of 
history, but which evidently now beset with very formi- 
dable obstructions that strenuous and determined policy by 
which the statesmen struggled to maintain their ground, 
AU great parties, since the world began, have had to com- 
plain of their too moderate or over sensitive men ; men 
overstocked with delicacies ; who are more apt to regu. 
late their course by the derision of opponents than by 
the approval of conscience or of friend ; who will shape 
hostility according to the convenience of the party to 
whom they are hostile ; and who are, above all things^ 
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fond to talk of being weary of the burden tbeir own 
yirtuesy or their own party/ may have imposed upon 
them. We now behold such^ by the help of Whiter 
lodce^ among the members of the house who supported 
Vane ; and can we doubt that that statesman^ who 
would haye thought it treason to his country to con- 
sult the convenience of her enemies^ and have sunk 
lifeless in his plaoe^ before he indulged the luxury of 
being '^ weary *' in her service, — can we doubt that he 
suffered, far more than by the worst difficulties, dan- 
gers, or toils of the cause, from the holiday sensibilities 
and delicate indifference of such gentlemen as these ? 
It matters sddom that they happen to be few. The 
example goes forth to the great body of the people, who 
find it hard to discriminate, in such circumstances, be* 
tween service and betrayal. 

More treacherous enemies, at the same time, beset 
Vane and his party, even among the civil members of 
that house for whose independence they were now 
perilling all that makes life dear to man. Whitelocke 
describes them also, in the same passage of apparent 
self-reference already quoted. '^ Neither," he continues^ 
as if to excuse the views of the moderate men, — '^ neither 
could it clearly be foreseen, that the design of Cromwell 
and his officers w%s to rout the present power, and so 
set up themselves ; against the which they were advised, 
as pulling down the foundation of their own interest 
and power, and the way to weaken themselves, and to 
hazard both their cause and persons. Yet still they 
seemed zealous, upon their common pretensions of 
^ right,' and ^justice,' and ^ public liberty,' to put a 
period to this parliament, and that if the parliament 
would not shortly do it themselves, that then the soldiers 
must do iU Some who earnestly declared their judg. 
ment against this, as ^ the most dangerous and the most 
ungrateful thing that could be practised,' by this freedom 
gained no favour with Cromwell and his officers. But 
there wanted not some parliament men, perhaps to flatter 
with them, who soothed them in this unhandsome de« 
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mgtk, and were complotting with tbem to tain, theiil.. 
selves^ as by the consequence will appear." 

One of Crofnwell's falsest pretences is shadowed forth 
in this extract — bat it is a pretence which has unhap- 
pily passed into history^ and claims therefore serious 
disproof. This^ it may be here remarked, is the first 
time that the testimonies of liying witnesses as to these 
memorable occurrences have been brought face to face ; 
and it is not an ungratifying circumstance to note what 
a perfect agreement there is as to all the main consider, 
ations they suggest^ in the relations of men of such dif- 
ferent parties^ writing at such different times^ and only 
alike in the fact oi having themselves witnessed what 
they thus record. The result will show^ among other 
things^ that the only reasonable pretext by which his- 
tory has attempted to justify the usurpation of Cromwell 
is based upon a falsehood. 

The question of dissolution is stated by Whiteloeke to 
have been urged by the soldiers as of ^^ right," "justice," 
and '' public liberty," and to have left a reasonable alter- 
native to those friends of freedom who had not lost faith 
in that sacred thing. ". You must put a period to this 
parliament," urge the soldiers. *' If, however, you do 
not shortly do this yourselves, then the soldiers must do 
it." Now it is quite true that this tone was for a time 
adopted in the councils of Cromwell, but only for such 
a tinae as might render feasible a subsequent mean per* 
Tersion of the truth to the English people. Ludlow states 
some singular facts on this head. While Cromwell, 
lie says, was " making the most solemn professions of 
fidelity to the parliament, assuring them that^ if they 
would command the army to break their swords over 
their heads, and to throw them into the sea, he would 
undertake they should do it — he privately engaged the 
officers of the army to draw up a petition to the parlia^ 
ment, that, for the satisfaction of the nation, they would 
put that vote which they had made for fixing a period 
ta their sitting into an act ; whidi, whilst the officers 
were forming and debating, the general having^ it seems, 

vol*, vfl. B 
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for that time altered his counsehy sent colonel Desbo* 
roughs one of his inBtruments^ to the council of officers, 
who told them^ that they were a sort of men whom 
nothing could satisfy -— tliat the parliament were more 
ready to do any good than they to desire it — that they 
ought to rely upon their word and promise to dissolve 
themselves hy the time prefixed — and that to petition 
them to pat their vote into an act would manifest a dif- 
fidence of them, and lessen their authority^ which was 
80 necessary to the army. The general coming into the 
council whilst Deshorough was speakings seconded him; 
to which some of the officers took the liberty to reply 
that they had the same opinion of the parliament and 
petition with them^ and that the chief argument that 
moved them to take this matter into consideration^ was 
the intimation they had received, that it vms according 
to the desires of those who had now spoken against it, 
and whose latter motion they were much more ready to 
comply with than their former." 

Quite true it was that it had once been, for good rea- 
sons, according to the desires of those who now, for 
better reasons, spoke against it. In such curious details 
we behold each fluctuation of the struggle ; for at this 
moment, the very crisis of all. Vane had baffled Crom-» 
well upon his own ground, and with his own weapons ; 
and it was nothing more nor less than a sudden discovery 
of that circumstance which '^ altered the counsels of the 
general." Ludlow describes what Vane had done in a 
general remark on the sudden change in the policy of 
the parliament. ^^ Now perceiving to what kind of ex- 
cesses the madness of the army was like to carry them, 
the parliament resolved to leave as a legacy to the people 
the government of a commonwealth by their represefU(u> 
tives, when assembled in parliament, and in the intervals 
thereof by a council of state chosen by them, and to 
continue till the meeting of the next succeeding parlia-* 
ment, to whom they were to give an account of their coti^ 
duct and management. To this end they resolved^ witk^ 
out any further delay, to pass the act for their awn 
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dissolution^' Vane hdd within the kst few days^ in fact^ 
by his own individual and ahnost unaided exertions^ 
hastened to its latter stages the memorable bill for a 
'^new representative/' Thus^ as the sharp crisis ap- 
proached^ there appeared even an activity and energy that 
could cope with Cromwell's own. Silently but resolutely 
Vane had achieved the major part of the amend* 
ments recommended in his own report *, and little now 
remained save the final sanction of .the house to give to 
the measure the force of law. Cromwell then^ for the 
first time, while in absolute triumphal progress on the 
strongest position of the war he had engaged in^ looked 
up and saw it in firm possession of the enemy. 

The aspect of the contest between the parliament and 
their general changes from this instant It loses^ on the 
side of Cromwell^ every element^ or even pretence^ of 
fairness. It at once became evident that the musket 
490uld arbitrate it only, and even Cromwell's most plau- 
sible craft was unmasked suddenly into a bare image 
of tyranny and force. Up to this point he had a cer- 
tain hollow case to rest upon with the people, and was at 
least going forward to his aim with a stealthier step and 
the help of a less startling falsehood. The very circum- 
stances wMch had justified to the statesmen even their 
share in the existence of that popular discontent now 
spread in various directions, and which clamoured in its 
less scrupulous quarters of the ^^ despotism " of many^ 
would have served to justify, in some sort also, Cromwell's 
subtle measures for the substitution of a despotism of 
one. All that was now at an end. Truth took its 
stand on one side, falsehood fronted it on the other, and 
the most momentous interests of humanity, present and 
future^ trembled in the impending issue. Religion and 
liberty^ the right of action and of thought, honours won 
npiMi earth, deliverances vouchsafed from heaven — > all 
that had rendered the English people a praise and won* 
der to the earth during their contest with their king — 
-were now committed in this struggle for the existence of 

• See Life ofVane, p. 151*162. 
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jepresentation in our country. The example of the 
rulers of England had^ during all that time, been the 
Jife of virtue in her people. It was by the Eliots^ the 
•Pyms^ theHampdens^ and theTanes, that an enlightening 
influence^ as from heaven itself^ had pierced into the 
humblest and remotest comers of the land. To blight 
this as suddenly as it had risen, and to promote a second 
growth of ignorance and of slavery^ only less bad be- 
cause less enduring than the firsts it was simply neces- 
sary to exhibit once more in the high places of JSnglaad 
that very oppression, coercion^ and arbitrary rule, from 
which she had been freed so lately. And ibis was the 
miserable work which Cromwell had now in hand, and 
for which he was content to peril greater and purer 
fame than had fallen within the grasp of Englishman 
before him. 

The first thing to be noted in the closing scenes of 
the struggle, so far as we are able to penetrate the obscn* 
rity which unhappily has veOed them too long, is the 
fierce contempt exhibited by Cromwell for the popular 
pretences on which he rested first. As soon as he saw 
that Vane had resolved to test them, he flung them 
scornfidly to the wind. In the life of Henry Nevile, 
for example, a virtuous and exemplary man, a Ecene of 
this exact time is given as from Nevile's lips. " Crom- 
well upon this great occasion sent for some of the chief 
city divines, as if he made it a matter of conscience to 
be determined by their advice. Among these was the 
leading Mr. Calamy, who very boldly opposed Mr. Crom* 
well's project, and offered to prove it both unlawful and 
impracticable. Cromwell answered readily upon the 
first head of unlawful, and appealed to the safety of the 
nation being the supreme law. * But,' says he, ^ pray 
Mr. Calamy, why impracticable ? ' Calamy replied, 
'Oh ! *ti8 against the voice of the nation, there will be 
nine in ten against you,* * Very well,' says Cromwell^ 
' but what if I should disarm the nine^ and put a sword 
into the tenth man's hand, would not that do the htisi^ 
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tiesa ?'*** The next Bcene^ with the same motal, took 
place on a different theatre with actors somewhat dif- 
ferent^ and is told by an anti-republican of uncompro- 
mising fierceness. '' The next scene of this applauded 
comedy/' he writes^ so characterising a tragedy fraught 
with the lives of thousands of living men^ and with the 
liberties of unborn millions^ ^' was laid at the cock-pit 
by Whitehall, where Cromwell, concealing the number 
of the beast in his apocalypse, declared to his council of 
officers ' that if ih$y shotUd trust the people in an election 
of a new parliament According to the old constitution, it 
would be a tempting of God ; and that his confidence 
was, that God did intend to save and deliver this nation 
by few, as he had done in former times ; and that five 
or six men, and some few more, setting themselves to 
the work, might do more in one day than the parliament 
had or would do in a hundred, as far as he could per- 
ceive ; and that such unbiassed men were like to be the 
only instruments of the people's happiness/ " 

Not succeeding with this proposal, it is to be pre- 
sumed, to the extent of his desire, we find it somewhat 
enlarged and modified in the next council held ; for the 
chosen few, who were to be heaven -selected for supreme 
power, ar^ there suddenly extended to the significant 
number of forty. This was the revival of a project 
which had occupied the mind of Cromwell previously.t 
Its plain object was to pave as smooth a way to tyranny 
as possible, by first removing every existing legislative 
and executive body that had the appearance of being 
founded upon English institutions, or in any way based 
on English customs. To that end the design was ad- 
mirably shaped. The parliament having been dissolved, 
the sovereign power of government was to be placed for 
a time in commission, consisting of forty persons, 
chosen from the defunct house of commons, the council 
of state, and the army. The mere proposed cpnstitution 
of this body exhibits the kind of difficulties that Crom- 

- • Life of Henry Kevile, p. 35. f See Life of Vane, p. 150. 
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well had to encounter in every stage of these extiaor-< 
dinary intrigues ; and is in itself an implied refutation 
of the historical slander which treats the whole body of 
statesmen, the council of the commonwealth, and the 
poor rump of their once great house, with measureless 
scorn. Supposing the proposition sincere or insincere, 
which would hare composed out of these various elements 
the new Council of Forty for England, it carries with it^ 
not the less, an undoubted concession to the claims of the 
subsisting government, for no little consideration at even 
the hands of those who had thus resolved its downfal* 
The people were obviously to be induced to believe, that 
members of that famous house which had conducted 
the contest to its successful close were still to govern 
them— * that power was yet to remain with at least the 
heads of that great body which, as council of the state^ 
had established the commonwealth in the respect of sur- 
rounding nations. Cromwell was at the same time 
quite safe in making such a project the basis of his 
tyranny. It was a sop for all parties, and a satisfaction 
for none. The Harrisons and Okeys, who looked for a 
reign of saints, saw, in near prospect already, the 
mystic number of those sacred rulers; — the Streaters^ 
Lamberts, and Salways, viewed with much compla- 
cency themselves in power, and their own peculiar 
crotchets in advanced realisation; — the moderate and 
indifferent men, the waiters upon Providence and upon 
Cromwell, were content with it, as they would have 
been contented with any thing that promised them as 
much ease, with as little responsibility ; — and the only 
prominent dissenter or objector would seem to have been 
Whitelocke himself, who, in his secret and subtle love 
for all that was old, venerable, or like law, saw little 
good in forty, and much virtue in one. But Cromweli 
could have eased his mind on that score, with an exer« 
•cise of little candour. Secretly laughing down these 
various hopes, he stood triumphant in the security of 
his own. His creatures, he knew, or creatures he could 
mould into his, should pack that convenient council -^-^ 
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and for the result, what would be easier or more natural 
than a '^ manifestation of Providence ? " 

The grand preliminary difficulty was the mode in 
which the first step was to be achieved-— the dissolution 
of the parliament. A section of the officers^ backed by 
a section of the lawyers^ argued that this should be the 
voluntary act of the house itself; but Vane had baffled 
this^ so far as it could have tended to serve the views of 
Cromwell^ by provisions* with which he had accom- 
panied the act of dissolution^ securing to the people a 
new and enlarged system of representation^ and enlist- 
ing on the side of liberal and popular government^ their 
best sympathies, and most enduring affections. The 
other and larger section of negotiators^ or conspirators 
(for here there can be little choice between the words), 
were in favour of a compulsory dissolution, but never 
seem to have contemplated the extreme of that desperate 
course which was already working darkly in Cromwell's 
mind. As. yet, darkly — but never, through his whole 
career, had the mind of that extraordinary person ap- 
peared wrapt in what looked like a helpless or chaotic 
confusion, that there did not lie coiled and hidden be- 
neath it, more energy and quick-sighted resolve, more 
rigid and straightforward determination, a purpose more 
sharply shaped, and readier to start into instant life and 
action, than have ever yet shone forth in guise the 
most nimble, or with an address the most accomplished. 
And what he now gazed at, in that internal mind 
of his, calmly and resolvedly — involving, as it did^ 
not only an act without precedent in nations, but the 
very existence of rights, thereafter to be sports for 
children, which had once been watchwords of the 
greatest fight for liberty yet fought in the world — ^he at 
the same time as coolly designed to prepare in some 
sort the minds of the common people for, by the use 
of his favourite engine of fanaticism. The suddenness 



• See Life of Vane, p. 158—162. 
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of the shock to be apprehended in some would thus at 
least be broken. 

Ludlow is the evidence on this point. At this time^ 
he says, '' divers of the clergy^ from their pulpits^ began 
to prophesy the destruction of the parliament, and to 
propose it openly as a thing desirable : insomuch that 
the general, who had all along concurred with this 
.pint in them, hypocriticaUy complained to quarter- 
master, general Vernon, ^ that he was pushed on hy two 
parties to do that, the consideration of the issue whereof 
made his hair to stand on end. One of these,' said 
he, Ms headed by major-general Lambert, who, in re- 
venge of that injury the parliament did him, in not 
permitting him to go into Ireland with a character and 
conditions suitable to his merit, will be contented with 
nothing less than their dissolution. Of the other, ma- 
jor-general Harrison is the chief, who is an honest 
man, and aims at good things, yet from the impatience 
of his spirit will not wait the Lord's leisure^ but hur^ 
ries me on to that which he and aU honest men wiU have 
cause to repent' " 

The final scene in this extraordinary and most me- 
morable series of intrigues against liberty, carried on by 
men who had fought for the fame of her best and 
bravest champions, now draws nigh. On the Ipth of 
April, 1653, the traitorous council, framed by Crom- 
well, held their famous and last meeting. About twenty 
members of parliament are said to have been present^ 
of the character already attributed to these gentlemen 
'^ negotiators." The proposition ofiered by Grom- 
ivell's creatures has been already described, and will 
further appear in a celebrated note taken at the time by 
Whitelocke (who was present), of the occurrences of 
the meeting. 

^^ Yesterday," says the lord commissioner, writing 
on the fatal 20th of April, " there having been a great 
meeting at Cromwell's lodgings in Whitehall, of parlia- 
ment men, and. several officers of the army, sent to by 
Cromwell to be there, and a large discourse and debate 
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having been amongst tfaem^ touching some expedient to 
be found out for the present carrying on of the govern- 
ment of the commonwealth^ and putting a period to 
this present parliament : it was offered by divers as a 
most dangerous thing to dissolve the present parlia- 
ment^ and to set up any other government^ and that it 
would neither be warrantable in conscience^ or wisdom 
ao to do; yet none of them expressed themselves so 
freely to that purpose as sir Thomas Widdrington and 
Whitelocke then did. Of the other opinion^ as to 
putting an end forthwith to this parliament^ St. John 
was one of the chief, and many more with him ; and 
generally all the officers of the army^ who stuck close 
in this likewise to their general. And the better to 
make way for themselves, and their ambitious design 
of advancing them to die civil government as well as 
they were in the military power, — they and their party 
dedared their opinions^ ' that it was necessary the same 
should be done one way or other, and the members of 
parliament not permitted to prolong their own power.' 
At which expression, Cromwell seemed to reprove 
some of them ; and this conference lasted till late at 
nighty when Widdrington and Whitelocke went home 
weary^ and troubled to see the indiscretion and ingra- 
titude of those men, and the way they designed to ruin 
-themselves." 

The reader will have an opportunity of contrasting 
this account with that which Cromwell subsequently 
gave of the same transaction, and in the course of which 
he grounded a complaint of insincerity against White- 
locke and his friends^ on tiie alleged circumstance of 
their having left the meeting on this famous night 
with an express understanding that tiie leaders of the 
house of commons would suspend all further proceed- 
ings on the act for dissolution and a new representative, 
till the result of the conference of next day. But if 
Whitelocke gave such a pledge, which his''entire silence 
on that head renders at least doubtful, he did so without 
authority, and in the absence of any means of redeem* 
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ing it. The coune which Vane held at present had 
been deliberately chosen by that determined man^ and it 
would have demanded a more than human power to in^ 
duce him^ for any consideration left upon the earthy to 
peril by another hour's delay the popular claim to popular 
rights delayed already to the endangerment of hberty. 
The whole of the 19th of Aprils so spent, as we have 
seen, at Whitehall, in consultation between the lawyers, 
temporisers, and traitors*, was passed by Vane at West- 
minster, in resolute amendment of the details of the bill 
which was at once to close the existence of the greatest 
parliament that had ever sat within the walls of the old 
chapel of St. Stephens^ and to caU into life throughout 
England the greatest amount of representative freedom 
that had yet been enjoyed by her people. And never 
surely did sun arise on a loftier or more honourable 
strength of purpose in the breast of any man, than that 
which, early on the morning of the 20th of April, sus- 
tained sir Henry Vane, as he passed into the house of 
commons to strike his last blow for the sacred cause to 
which, from earliest youth, and in resistance to all 
temptations, his life had been devoted with a touching 
constancy. The same hour of the same ever-memorabie 
morning saw Whitelocke and his friends on their way 
to Cromwell's house. 

Therefore, proceeds the memofialist, in continuation 
of the passage already quoted, " these came early again 
this morning, according to appointment, to Cromwell's 
lodging^ where there were but few parliament men, and 
a few officers of the army. A point was again stirred^ 
which had been debated the last night, ' whether forty 
persons, or about that number of parliament men and 
officers of the army, should be nominated by the par. 

* The only fincere (howerer wrong-headed) republican, of wboie attend- 
ance at these councils I can find any evidence, is sir Arthur Hax^rig. 
That he did so, is clear from a manuscript report of a speech delivered by 
him in Richaid Cromwell's parliament " I beard, being seventy mUea 
oiT, that it was propounded that we should dissolve our trust, and devolve 
it.into a few hands. I came up and found it so ; that it was resolved in a 
junto at the cock-pit. I trembled at it, and was, qfter, there, and bore tmf 
tettimonjf against it. I told them the woric they went about was accui^ea. 
I told them it was impossible to devolve this trust.** 



OLIVER CROMWELL* 59 

liament, and empowered for the managing the affairs of 
the commonwealth, till a new parliament should meet, 
and so the present parliament to he forthwith dissolved.' 
MThitelocke was against this proposal^ and the more, 
fearing lest he might he one of these forty ; who^ he 
thought, would he in a desperate condition after the 
parliament should he dissolved ; hut others were very 
ambitious to be of this number and council^ and to be 
invested with this exorbitant power in them. Cromwell 
being informed during this debate that the parliament 
was sitting, and that it was hoped they would put a 
period to themselves^ which would be the most honour- 
able dissolution for them ; hereupon he broke off the 
meeting, and the members of the parliament left him at 
his lodging and went to the house/' 

Vane^ Marten, Algernon Sidney, and others of the 
chief men^ had been there some time, and had succeeded 
in fordng to its final stage the act for the new repre- 
sentative. Some of Cromwell's creatures had also shown 
themselves early in their places, with a view to watch 
the proceedings for him^ and to interpose the forms of 
the house^ if necessary, for the purpose of giving time 
and room to his designs. Thus^ when Vane rose to 
urge the necessity of passing the bill into a law at once, 
one of. these convenient gentlemen was dispatched^ as 
we have seen, to interrupt the debate at Cromwell's 
lodgings ; while another^ no less than major-general 
Harrison himself, rose with the dignified purpose of 
talking against time, and '^ most sweetly and humbly" 
conjured the members assembled to pause before they 
took so important a step as that which Vane recom- 
mended. The warmth and earnestness of Vane's reply 
were the signal for a second messenger to Cromwell, 
and Ingoldsby was observed to leave the house in some 
haste and excitement. 

The Cromwell section of ofllcers were still in consult- 
ation with Cromwell himself at the lodging of the lord 
general. The first news of the morning had '' broken 
off ^ what might be called the negotiatqry part of the 
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meeting ; but the military cabsl had resumed their private 
councils^ when Ingoldsby's sudden appearance in the 
room^ with the excitement upon him of the great scene he 
had left^ again . interrupted their discussions. ^' If yoa 
mean to do any thing decisive/' he exclaimed to Crom- 
well^ " you have no time to lose." Cromwell rose hastily^ 
commanded a party of soldiers to be marched round to 
the house of commons, and left the room without another 
word. Lambert and *^ five or six" of the more deter- 
mined officers followed him. The rest remained sitting 
where they were^ in wonder, uncertainty, and dread. 

CromweU made no pause till he stood before the door 
of the house of commons. Here he planted a body of 
soldiers, stationed another in the lobby, and led round 
some files of musketeers to a position without the cham- 
ber where the members were seated. His manner, at this 
momentous instant, was observed to be calm^ and his 
very dress was noted for its peaceful contrast to his pur- 
poses. Vane had again risen^ and was speaking on the 
dissolution*bill, in a passionate strain^ when he quietly 
appeared at the door, '^ clad in plain black clothes, with 
grey worsted stockings *," quite unattended and alone. 
About a hundred members were at this time present, i* 
He stood for a moment on the spot at which he entered, 
and then '* sat down as he used to do in an ordinary 
place." Here he w^s instantly joined by his kinsman 
Saint John, to whom he said^ with inexpressible hu- 
mility of manner, that " he was come to do that which 
grieved him to the very soul^ and that he had earnestly 
with tears prayed to God against. Nay^ that he had 
rather be torn in pieces than do it ; but there was a 
necessity laid upon him therein, in order to the glory of 
God, and the good of the nation." Saint John answered^ 
that ^' he knew not what he meant ; but did pray, that 
what it was which must be done, might have a happy 
issue for the general good." With this, that crafty law- 
yer went back to his own seat, to wait the issue of all 

* Lord Leicester** Journal, p. 1S9. 
f Ludlow, vol. ii. p. 455. 



OLIVER CBOMWSLIi.. ^ 

.thofle dark intrigues in which he had himself played so 
prominent a part. 

Vane still held on unflinchingly to bis great purpose. 
He urged^ with. increased earnestness^ the necessity of 
proceeding at once to the last stage of the bill, and with 
that view abjured them to dispense with even the cere- 
mony of engrossing^ and other immaterial forms. Crom- 
well^ at this^ beckoned Harrison. " Now is the time," he 
said to that enthusiast^ *' I must do it ! ** Harrison's an. 
swer would imply that he knew the meditated outrage'"^ 
but felt the force of the eloquenceof Vane. '* The work, sir, 
he said, after advising him to consider, ^' is very great and 
dangerous." '^ You say well,^^ hastily retorted Cromwell, 
and ^'sat still for another quarter of an hour/^ It would 
then seem that Vane had succeeded in his purpose, for the 
speaker had actually risen to put the question t> wh^en Crom- 
well started up, ^' put off his hat," and began to speak. 
'' At first," lord Leicester tells us, ''and for agood while, he 
spoke in commendation of the parliament, for their pains 
and care of the public good ; but afterwards he changed 
his style ; fold them of their injustice, delays of justice, 
self-interest, and other faults ;" charging them, accord- 
ing to Ludlow, with " not having a heart to do any 
thing for the public good," and accusing them '' of an 
intention to perpetuate themselves in power, had they 
Bot been forced to the passing of this act, which he 
affirmed they designed never to observe." But, he 
added, with a violent and harsh abruptness, ''Your 
time is come ! The Lord has done with you ! He has 

* It was believed, at the time, that sir Gilbert Pickering, and some few 
other raembers (out of those that had attended the Whitehall councils), 
were also acquainted with what Cromwell purposed. It is certain, accord- 
ing to the author of the Flagelliura, that sir Gilbert.was privy to it ; since 
'* he bad held consultation the night before with him, and was up brmed 
in his chamber till the very time.** 

f Ludlow, lord Leicester (who received his information from Algernon 
Sidney), and sir Arthur Haselrig (who was present), agree on this point 
'* We were labouring here in the house," says Haselrig, in that speechtin 
Richard Cromwell's parliament to which I have already adverted, *'.on an 
act to put an end to that parliament, and to call another. I desired the 
passing of it with all my soul. TAe queOUm wat putting for it, when out 
general stood up and stopped the question, and called in his lieutenant, 
with two flies of musketeers, with their hats on their -beads and their guns 
leaden with bullets." 
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chosen other instruments for the carrying on His work, 
that are more worthy." All this seemed nothing less 
than inspiration to his fanatical followers. They 
marked the extraordinary changes in his voice and 
manner as new Inrths of Providence within him^ and 
exdaimed that it was the Lord had taken him hy the 
hand^ and set him on to do that thing. Plainer men saw 
the tyrant only, the slave within the grasp of tyrannona 
amhition. ^' He spoke^" says Ludlow^ " with so much 
passion and discomposure of mind^ as if he had been 
distracted." 

Meanwhile Vane had risen^ Wentworih and Marten 
too, '^ but he would suffer none to speak but himselfl* " 
At the same time^ as if himself astonished at the 
unprecedented part he was playing, he cried ont to 
those who had risen^ " You think> perhaps^ that this 
is not parliamentary language; I know it." In 
spite of all resistance, however, the voice of sir Peter 
Wentworth, who stood up by the side of Vane, forced 
itself at last upon the house. He declared, that this 
was indeed '^ the first time that he had ever heard such 
unbecoming language given to the parliament, and that 
it was the more horrid, in that it came from their ser* 
vant, and their servant whom they had so highly trusted 
and obliged, and whom, by their unprecedented bounty, 
they had made what he was."f Whether these words 
really transported Cromwell, on the instant, beyond the 
bounds of even his self-command, or merely rendered 
necessary a further display of what his deluded fol* 
lowers might take to be genuine inspiration, the reader 
will best judge from what actually followed, as an honest 
eye-witness has delivered it to us. 

Cromwell instantly thrust his hat down upon his head^ 
sprang from his seat into the centre of the floor of tl\e 
house, and shouted out, " Come, come, 1 11 put an end 
to your prating." Then, adds lord Leicester, on the 
relation of Algernon Sidney, '^ he walked up and down 

• Whitelocke. p. SSB, 

t Ludlow, VOL it p. 456 ; and see Liogard*i Hittorjr, toL ii. p. 171 « 
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the stage or floor in the midst of the house^ with his 
hat on his head^ and chid the memhers soundly^ looking 
sometimes, and pointing particularly^ upon 'some per- 
sons^ as sir B, Whitelocke^ one of the commissioners 
for the great seal^ and sir Henry Vane> to whom he 
gave very sharp language, though he named them not, 
but by his gestures it was well known he meant them." 
But even while he raved and chafed in this desperate 
fashion, ('< walking up and down," Ludlow tells us^ 
*' like a madman, and kicking the ground with his feet/') 
Vane succeeded in making himself heard once more. 
At this Cromwell stopped and called Vane by his name. 
" YoUj *' he said, '* might have prevented this extraor- 
diniary course ; but you are a juggler, and have not so 
much as common honesty." * "I have been forced to 
this^" he continued. '' I have sought the Lord, night 
and day, that he would rather slay me, than put me 
upon the doing of this work. But now begone. You 
are no parliament. I say, you are no parliament ! I '11 
put an end to your sitting. Begone ! Give way to 
honester men.'^f Stamping his foot, as he spoke thus, 
yery heavily on the floor, the door was flung open 
suddenly, and he stood in the midst of ^^ five or six 
files of musketeers,'* with their arms ready 1 

In that moment perished, for a time, the rights in 
whose name twelve years of the miseries of civil war 
had been unrepiningly encountered, — *^ making vain 
and viler than dirt the blood of so many faithful and 
valiant Englishman, who had left their countrymen in 
this liberty of parliament, bought with their lives." It 
is needless to say that resistance, to any successful end, 
was idle ; yet not without such resistance as might 
serve to enter their immortal protest with posterity did 
these lion-hearted republicans leave the scene (now de- 
graded and profaned) of their yet glorious and undying 
triumphs. '^ Then the general," pursues lord Lei- 
cester, '^ pointing to the spelaker in his chair, sayd to 

* Leicester's Journal, pr 14t f Perfect Politician, p. 169. 



64 BRITISH STATKSIfBN. 

Harrison^ ^ Fetch him down.' HarriBon w«it to the 
speaker^ and spdce to him to come down ; hut the 
speaker sate stilly and sayd nothing. < Take him down,' 
said the general ; then Harrison went and pulled the 
speaker * by the gown^ and he came down. It hap- 
pened that day that Algernon Sidney sate next to the 
speaker on the right hand. The general said to Harri- 
son^ ' Put him out ; * Harrison spake to Sidney to go 
out ; but he sayd he would not go out^ and sate stilL The 
general said again^ ^ Put him out.' Then Harrison and 
.Worsley (who commanded the general's own r^ment 
of foot) putt their hands upon Sidney's shoulders^ as 
if they would force him to go out Then he rose and 
went towards the doore. Then the general went to the 
table where the mace lay^ which used to be carried 
before the speaker^ and said^ ^ Take away these baubles ; ' 
so the soldiers took away the mace." 

While this extraordinary scene of violence proceeded 
thus, the majority of the members had gradually with- 
drawn ; and now^ as the more eminent men^ who had 
waited to' the last^ moved slowly towards the door^ 
through files of musketeers drawn up on either side, 
they received to the list, in passionate insults from 
Cromwell, the tribute which their defence of the com-- 
monwealth had well merited from the lips of its de- 
stroyer. Nicknames were flung in the face of each. 
Chfidloner was pointed to as a drunkard t; sir Peter 

* Lenthall was by no means a man of gallantry or heroism. On nuiiiy 
occasions, indeed, be showed himself deficient in the most ordinary spirit t 
but there were two incidents in his life, when the very extent of the out. 
rage committed on the authority with which he was invested teema to 
have positively lifted him far above fte strain of common men. These 
incidents were Charles's attempted arrest of the five members, and Crom. 
well's present and greater crime. Sir Arthur Haselrig corroborates the 
account of the text in his speech already quoted. *' The speaker," be said* 
'* a stout man, was not willing to so. He was so noble, that he ftnwned* 
and said he would not go out of the chair till he was plucked out. which 
was quickly done, without much compliment, by two soldiers." Ludlow 
also tells us, that when Harrison went up to move the speaker from his 
chair, Lenthall at once told him, *' that he would not come down unless be 
were forced. * Sir,' said Harrison, * I will lend you mv hand ;' and Uiere. 
upon, putting his hand within his, the speaker came down.** One matter 
of consideration should, however, not be omitted. Lenthall had good reason 
to expect being brought to a severe acooimt, if he had not shown resists 
ance thus. 

t Drysdale, p. i05. 
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TTentworth was accused of adultery ; alderman Allen 
of public embezzlements; even poor Whitelocke of 
gross injustice ; and as the lord general's old friend 
Harry Marten passed^ he was asked if a whoremaster 
was fit to sit and govern.* Among the latest of all 
came Vane ; and as he came^ he once again protested 
'' in a loud voice '' against the fatal scene which had 
been acted. ''This is not honest/' he said. ''Yea — 
it is against morality and common honesty." At 
that instant^ it is possible Cromwell felt some shame. 
He paused, as though to raUy himself with the re- 
collection of some personal or private vice he might 
fling against his great rivals but when he spoke^ 
his harsh voice had a troubled tone^ and he merely 
tittered the few words that have become so memorable^ 
" Sir Harry Vane, sir Harry Vane — the Lord deliver 
me from sir Harry Fane ! " No vice would stick, 
even as a lie, against the virtue and simplicity of the 
most spotless statesman in our annals. Vane passed on, 
and no nickname followed him. 

Cromwell was now virtually lord of England, and 
stood with a heavier and more daring foot upon her neck 
than had ever been placed there by any of her kings. 
" He seized," says Ludlow, " on the records that were 
in the house, and at Mr. ScobelPs t ; after which he 
went to the clerk, and snatching the act of dissolution. 
which was ready to pass, out of his hand, he put it 
under his cloak, and having commanded the doors to 
be locked up, went away to Whitehall." ^ 

• Perfect Politician, pi 168. 

•f At that time clerk of the house. 

X Unable to omit this remarkable scene m a memoir of Cromwell, I haye 
endeavoured to justi^ its repetition (in transgression of a rule which haa 
been strictly observed in this series of biographies) by certain new elements 
of character and interest that have occurred to me since the notice of Vane 
was written. A curious circumstance may be added, illustrativeof the stem 
and undying spirit of the leaders of this famous long parliament. Treating 
Cromwell's act of violence as though it had never disgraced our annals, 
that parliament, entitled, if any ever was, to boast itself indestructible, 
resuscitated itself,, as the reader knows, on the death of Cromwell ; and, in 
looking over the journals of the 7th of January, 1659, I find this character. 
Istic passage : ** Whereas this house do find an entry in the Journal Book 
of the SOth of April, 1653, in these words, * Thfs day his escceUency the lord 
general dissolved this parliament ;* which was done without oonsoit of 

TOT^. VII. F 
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The officers he had left were still sitting together 
when Cromwell reappeared^ flushed and excited as they 
had always seen him after victory^ and^ flinging on the 
table before them the key of the house of commons (the 
<^ bauble" had been tossed into the outer room)^told them 
all that he had done. " When I went there^" he added, 
^^ I did not think to have done this. But^ perceiving 
the spirit of God so strong upon me^ I would not con- 
sult flesh and blood.'* Yet even in that cabal there 
were found some voices to question the justice of an 
act^ no matter by what pretence defended^ of unparal. 
leled and awful outrage. Colonel Okey and others^ it 
would seem^ spoke out in condemnation of it, ^^ con- 
ceiving that the way they were now going tended to 
ruin and confusion. To these, having not yet taken off 
his mask, but pretending to more honesty and self-denial 
than ever, he professed himself resolved to do much 
more good, and with more expedition, than could be 
expected from the parliament ; which professions from 
him put most of them to silence, and moved them to a 
resolution of waiting for a further discovery of his de- 
sign, before they would proceed to a breach and division 
from him. But colonel Okey, being jealous that the 
end would be bad, because the means were such as 
made them justly suspected of hypocrisy, inquired of 
colonel Desborough what his meaning was, to give such 
high commendations to the parliament when he endea- 
Toured to dissuade the officers of the army from peti- 
tioning them for a dissolution, and so short a time after 
to eject them with so much scorn and contempt; — who 



parliament ; which this house doth accordingly declare to be a forjrery ; 
«nd do order Mr. Scobell to be sent for to the bar to answer it.'* From 
other minutes in the same journal, I find Airther that Mr. Scobell appeared 
before the house duly to answer this offence, and that the obnoxious entry 
having been shown him, he was asked who made it. He acknowledged 
upon this that it was his own handwriting, and that he did it without the 
direction of any person whatever. The house immediately ordered the 
entry to be expunged out of the journals ; and referred it to a committee to 
consider *' whether the then late act of indemnity extended to pardon that 
offence, and report their opinion of it to the house." I find nothing more 
of it, however ; matters of greater moment had meanwhile occurred for 
consideration ! 
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had no other answer to make, but that if ever he droUed 
in his lifBy he had drolled then.** * It is a pity that^ in 
proportion as these republican officers admitted glim- 
merings of conscience or fair intention into their plans^ 
they seem to have lost altogether what could alone ef- 
fectually serve them in the peculiar policy they favoured^ 
-—their craft and cunning. It is wonderful to con-^ 
template the simplicity they exhibit ; amusing it might 
be^ no less, were it not for the serious mischief it in<-* 
flicted on our country. 

A far different scene, however, from that which he 
encountered at the military cabal, awaited Cromwell at 
the council of state. In the afternoon of this still 
eventful day, the triumphant usurper, attended by Lam- 
bert and Harrison, entered the chamber of the council. 
The famous Bradshaw had that morning taken his seat 
on his fresh election to the presidency^ and it thus 
fitly devolved upon him, from whose lips had issued 
the sentence which doomed a legitimate king to death 
for crimes committed against the people^ to rebuke a 
traitorous usurper upon the threshold of his ill-gotten 
power. Cromwell broke the silence which followed 
his sudden appearance in the chamber. ^' Gentlemen^" 
he said, '' if you are met here as private persons, you 
ahall not be disturbed ; but if as a council of state, this 
is no place for you ; and, since you can't but know what 
was done at the house in the morning, so take notice, 
that the parliament is dissolved." To this Bradshaw 
irose and at once replied. '^ Sir, we have heard what 
you did at the house in the morning, and before many 
hours all England wiU hear it. But, sir, you are mis* 
taken, to think that the parliament is dissolved, for no 

• LudIow*8 Memoirs, vol. ii. p. 460. The memorialist (who then held 
command in Ireland) adds, " We who were in Ireland, being not to well 
informed of these clandestine practices^ and no less confident tnat the prin- 
ciples of f ome men who joined in this attempt were directed to the good of 
the nation; and that though some might be such arrant Icnayes as to have 
other designs, yet trusting that an impossibility of accomplishing the same 
would oblige them to fallin with the public interest, and not to be so very 
foolish to attempt the setting up for themselves ; though we could not but 
have some doubts of the ill consequences of these things ; yet thought our« 
•elves by the rules of charity obliged to hope the best, and therefore con- 
tinued to act in our placet and stations as be/ore" 

F 2 
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power under heaven can dissolve them hut themselves. 
Therefore^ take you notice of that." With these words 
fell the commonwealth of England^ leaving behind it a 
memory which is immortal^ and results that are destined 
to live and hear fruit for ever. Each member present 
in council at once rose and withdrew ; Scot^ Hasehrig^ 
and Love^ briefly and emphatically repeating^ as they 
went> the solemn protest of Bradsbaw.* Cromwdl 
made no reply. 

At the early dawn of the Slst of Aprils a large 
placard was se^ pasted on the door of the house of 
commons — " This house to be let, unfurnished/' — the 
work of some royalist wit of the preceding night, after 
orgies which had no doubt worthily celebrated the 
downfal of the only sufficient or lasting barrier between 
England and the Stuarts.f On the morning of the 
same day a sort of government gazette was issued from 
Whitehall, to the following effect : — " The lord general 
delivered yesterday in parliament divers reasons where- 
fore a present period should be put to the sitting of this 
parliament ; and it was accordingly done ; the speaker 
and the members all departing. The grounds of which 
proceedings will {/tis probable) be shortly made public.'* 
In speedy redemption of this pledge, a declaration of 
the '^ grounds and reasons for dissolving the parlia- 
ment," in the name of the lord general and his council 
^ of officers, came forth, in English and French, on the 
22d of April. 

It is due to candour and to truth, wherein will be 
always found a solid vindication of the commonwealth 
against its betrayer, to give the essential part of this de* 
claration, and of what other defence Cromwell may have 
sought to place on record, in the dread of a verdict by 
posterity against his action of the 20th of ApriL To 
bring such a document as this declaration, for example^ 
to the light of the truth which is here attempted to be 

♦ Ludlow, vol. ii. p. 461. 

t For the re>}otcing8 of Charles Stuart himself, see Evelyn's Correspond- 
ence, vol. ii. p. 215. Also the closing article in the Appendix to the last 
volume of this work. 
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cast, for the first time^ into every comer of these strange 
tFansactioxis^ is to unravel at once its cunning and false 
pretences. And much more than this will necessarily 
receive illustration fVom any careful endeavour to show 
in detail^ what various influences were in action at that 
time upon the people; Y^hat miserable self-delusions 
or wretched vanities held spell-bound even Cromwell's 
agents in his tyrannous work ; and for what consider«- 
ations of dignity, prudence, or superior and unselfish 
care for the general safety, the baffled and slandered 
statesmen were content to '' bide their time." 

The declaration opens with a well-devised allusion to 
the grounds which had first moved the undersigned 
officers to take up arms, and engage their lives and all 
that was dear to them in the cause ; to the various and 
signal dispensations through which Divine Providence 
had led them : and to the witness the Lord Himself had 
borne to their unwearied efibrts. They have been ne* 
cessitated, they then with apparent frankness state, ^^for 
the defence of the same cause *they first asserted, to 
have recourse unto extraordinary actions" — which they 
thus proceed to describe and defend. 

'* After it had pleased God, not only to reduce Ire- 
land^ and give in Scotland, but so marvellously to 
appear for his people at Worcester, that these nations 
were reduced to a great degree of peace, and England 
to perfect quiet ; and thereby the parliament had op- 
portunity to give the people the harvest of their labour^ 
Uood, and treasure, and to settle a due liberty both in 
reference to dml and spiritual things, whereunto they 
ivere obliged by their duty, their engagements, as also 
the great and wonderful things which God had wrought 
for them ; — it was a matter of much grief to the good 
and well-affected of the land, to observe the little pro-, 
gresa which was made therein ; who thereupon applied 
to the army, expecting redress by their means ; not- 
witihstanding which, the army, being unwilling to 
meddle with the civil authority in matters so properly 
appertaining to it^ it was agreed that his excellency, 

p 3 
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and officers of the army which were members of par-* 
liament, should be desired to move the parliament to 
proceed vigorously in performing what was amiss in 
•government^ and to the settling of the commonwealth 
upon a foundation of Justice and righteousness ; which 
having done^ we hoped that the parliament would 8ea-> 
sonbly have answered our expectation. But finding 
(to our grief) delays therein^ we renewed our desires in 
an humble petition to them^ which was presented in 
August last ; and although they at that time^ signifying 
their good acceptance thereof, returned us thanks^ and 
referred the particulars thereof to a committee of the 
house^ yet no considerable effect was produced^ nor any 
such progress made as might imply their real intentions 
to accomplish what was petitioned for. But, on the 
contrary, there more and more appeared amongst them^ 
an aversion to the things themselves,, with much bitter^ 
ness and opposition to the people of Chd, and his Spirit 
acting in them: which grew so prevalent, that thos& 
persons of honour and integrity amongst them, who 
had eminently appeared for God and the publick good, 
both before and throughout this war, were rendered 
of no further use in parliament, than, by meeting with a 
corrupt party, to give them countenance to carry on their 
ends, and for effecting the desire they had of perpe-» 
tbating themselves in the supreme government. For 
which purpose the said party long opposed^ and fre-* 
quently declared themselves against having, a new 
representative ; and when they saw themselves neces- 
sitated to take that bill into consideration, they resolved 
to make use of it to recruit the house with persons of the 
same spirit and temper, thereby to perpetuate their own 
sitting, which intention divers of the activest amongst 
them did manifest, labouring to persuade others to a 
consent therein. And the better to effect this^ divers 
petitions, preparing from several counties for the con^ 
tinuance of this parliament, were encouraged, if not set 
on foot, by many of them, 

'^ For obviating of these evils, the officers of the army 
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6btai&ed several meetings with some of the parliament^ 
to consider what fitting means and remedy might be ap- 
plied to prevent the same. But such endeavours proving 
altogether ineffectual^ it became most evident to the 
army^ as they doubt not it also is to all considering per^ 
sons, that this parliament^ through the corruption of 
some^ the jealousy of others, the non-attendance and 
negligence of many, would never answer those ends which 
God, his people, and the whole nation^ expected from 
them ; but that this cause^ which the Lord hath so 
greatly blessed^ and bore witness to^ should languish 
under their hands^ and by degrees^ be wholly lost ; and 
the lives^ liberties^ and comforts of his people delivered 
into their enemies' hands. 

'^ All which being sadly and seriously considered by 
the honest people of this nation, as well as by the army, 
and wisdom and direction being sought from the Lord, 
it seemed to be a duty incumbent upon us, who had 
seen so much of the power and presence of God going 
along with usy to consider of some more effectual means 
to secure the cause, which the good people of this com- 
monwealth had been so long engaged in, and to establish 
righteousness and peace in these nations. 

^' After much debate it was judged necessary, and 
agreed upon, that the supreme authority should be by the 
parliament devolved upon known persons; men fearing 
God and of improved integrity; athd the government of 
the commonwealth committed unto them for a time, as 
the most hopeful way to encourage and countenance aU 
God's people, reform the laws, and administer justice 
impartially ; hoping thereby the people may forget mo^ 
narchy, and, understanding their true election ofsucceS" 
sive parliaments, may have the government settled upon a 
true basis, without hazard to this glorious cause, or ne- 
cessitating to keep up armies for the defence of the same. 
And being still resolved to use all means possible to 
avoid extraordinary courses, we prevailed with about 
twenty members of parliament to give us a conference, 
with whom we freely and plainly debated the necessity 

F 4 
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and justness of our proposalg on that bdialf ; and did 
evidence that those, and not the act under their consi- 
deration, would most prohably bring forth something 
answerable to that work, ike foundation whereof God 
himself hath laid, and is now carrying on in the worUU 
The which^ notwithstanding, found no acceptance ; but 
instead thereof, it was offered, that the way was to con- 
tinue still this present parliament, as being diat from 
which we might reasonably expect all good things. And 
this being vehemently insisted upon did much confirm us 
in our apprehensions ; that not any love to a represent- 
ative, but the making use thereof to recruit and so per- 
petuate themselves, was their aim. 

'^They being plainly dealt with about this^ and 
told, that neither the nation^ ihe honest invest, nor 
we ourselves, would be deluded by such dealings, 
they did agree to meet again the next day in the^ after- 
noon, for mutual satisfaction ; it being consented to by 
the members present, that endeavours should he used 
that nothing in the mean time should be done in par- 
liament that might exclude or frustrate the proposals 
before mentioned. 

'^ Notwithstanding this, the next morning the parlia- 
ment did make more haste than usual in carrying on 
their said act, being helped on therein by some of the 
persons engaged to us the night before ; none of than 
which were then present endeavouring to oppose the 
same ; and being ready to put the maim question for 
consummating the said act, whereby our aforesaid prob. 
posals would have been rendered void, and the way of 
bringing them into a fair and full debate of parliament 
obstructed ; — for preventing thereof, and all the sad and 
evil consequences which must, upon the grounds afoie. 
said, have ensued, and whereby, at one blow, the interest 
of all honest m^n, and of this glorious cause, had been 
in danger to be laid in the dust, and these nations em- 
broiled in new troubles, at a time when our enemies 
abroad are watching all advantages against us, and some 
of them actually engaged in war with us;— we hare 



OLnrEB CROMWELL. 73 

heea necessitated^ though with much rductaney, to put 
en end to this parliament ; which yet we have done (we 
hope) out of an honest heart, preferring this cause above 
our names, lives, families, or interests, how dear soevef'j 
with clear intention and real purposes of heart to call 
to] the government persons of approved fidelity and 
honesty ; believing^ that as no wise men will expect to 
gather grapes of thorns^ so good men will hope that^ if 
persons so qualified be chosen^ the fruits of a just and 
righteous reformation^ so long prayed and wished for^ 
will^ by the blessing of God^ be in due lime obtained, 
to the refreshing of all those good hearts who have 
been panting after these things. 

'^ Much more might have been said^" the declaration 
proceeded^ *' if it had been our desire to justify our^ 
sehes by aspersing others, and raking into the misgo- 
▼emment of affairs : but we shaU conclude with this— 
that as we have been led by necessity and providence to 
act as we have done, even beyond and above our own 
thoughts and desires ; so we diall, and do, in that part 
of this great work which is behind^ put ourselves 
wholly upon the Lord for a blessing ; professing, we 
look not to stand one day without his support, much 
less to bring to pass all the things mentioned and de- 
sired^ without his assistance ; and therefore do solemnly 
desire and expect, that all men, as they would not pro- 
voke the Lord to their own destruction, should wait for 
Hush issue as He should bring forth, and to follow their 
business with peaceable spirits; wherein we promise 

' them protection, by his assistance. 

'^ And for those who profess their fear and love to 
the name of God, that seeing in great measure for their 
sokes, and for righteousness sake, we have taken our 
lives in our hands to do these things, they would be 
constant with the Lord day and night on oiur behalfs, tliat 
we may obtain grace from him ; — and seeing we have 
made bo often mention of his name, that we may not 
do the least dishonour thereimto — which, indeed, would 

be our confusion^ and a stain to the whole profession of 



74 BRITISH STATESMBITk 

godliness — we beseech them also to liye in all hamility, 
meekness^ righteousness, and love one towards another, 
and towards all men,' that so they may put to silence 
the ignorance of the foolish, who falsely accuse them ; 
and to know that the late great and glorious dispensa- 
tions, wherein the Lord hath so wonderfully appeared 
in bringing forth these things by the travail and blood 
of his children, ought to oblige them so to walk in 
the wisdom and love of Christ, as may cause others to 
honour their holy profession, because they see Christ to 
be in them of a truth/' 

With these words the declaration closed : — ^* We 
do further purpose, before it be long, more partiew^ 
larly to shew the grounds of our proceedings, and ^ the 
reasons of this late great action and change, which in 
this we have hut hinted at. And we do lasdy declare, 
that all judges, sheriffs, justices, of the peace, mayors, 
bailifis, committees, and commissioners, and all other 
civil officers and public ministers whatsoever, within 
this commonwealth or any part thereof, do proceed in 
their respective places and offices ; and all persons what- 
soever are to give obedience to them, as fully as when 
the parliament was sitting.* ** 

After an unholy act, there is nothing so natural as 
holy profession. Through no gaps have spiritual ebul- 
litions of this sort vented themselves so freely, as 
through those of unrighteousness. In the whole of this 
declaration there is nothing tangible or substantial ; it 
is profession throughout ; and in professing too much, 
as these officers are made to do, they declare a conscious 
deficiency. What they allege respecting the purpose 
of the statesmen not to dissolve of their own accord, 
is flatly disproved by the scenes of debate and council 
which preceded, and were even interrupted by, the 
outrage of the 20th of April ; and this contradiction is 
indeed so flagrant, that in a later part of the declaration 
it is not sought to be concealed ; but an attempt is 

* Copied firom the original edition in the British Museum ; puUished by 
Bills and Brewiter, printers to the army. 
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made to compromise it^ by an assertion^ that when they 
discoyered that sudden change of the policy of the 
statesmen, they had good reason to ^< apprehend'' that 
its aim was not ^'any love to a new representative^ but 
the making use thereof to recruit and so perpetuate 
themselves." The disingenuous sophism carries its own 
refutation with it. Not by its result in that sense was 
such a measure to be tested^ but by the justness and 
fairness of its own provisions. Would these officers 
have dared to publish a copy of the bill in question ? 
Cromwell had seized the only one in existence (it had 
not been printed, or even engrossed), on tlie day of 
the dissolution ; had carried it himself, under his cloak^ 
to his own house at Whitehall ; and was never after- 
wards known to refer to it in any way. An attempt 
has already been made in this work, however, to re- 
cover the substance of its main provisions*, which there 
is every reason to believe^ as I shall hereafter show^ 
were tried and found too popular in the issue of writs 
for certain parliaments of tiie protectorate. Too popular 
for the purposes of despotism they might be expected to 
have proved. They embodied, in truth, a fair, a rea- 
sonable^ a perfectly honest appeal to tiie intelligent 
classes of the people. The measure was worthy of 
such a statesman as sir Henry Vane, and was, in all 
respects, what he might fearlessly have rested his case 
upon with the people and with posterity. The officers 
expose, unconsciously, their weakness and insecurity 
alone, when they confess that the result of such a mea- 
sure would have been to restore the statesmen to 
power with additional strength for the realisation of 
their wise purposes. These hundred and thirty men 
were at once to be reinforced by three hundred and 
thirty supporters, who should speak, not their sentiments 
only, but also tiiose of the people ! 

What else is said in this declaration and defence ? 
A few things, which may be well to remember. It is 
declared that the new government had been specially 

• See Life of Vane, pp. 157—168. 
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caUed into existence^ in order to " settle the comtnon- 
wealth on a foundation of jiiatioe and righteousness ;" ' 
that the people of God^ and his Spirit acting in them^ 
were to he the main agents of the work ; that anew in- 
terest of that kind had arisen^ which the nation was 
now to look to chiefly^ namely^ that of the people of 
God in question^ or^ in other words^ the honest people;, 
the honest interest ; that^ in accordance with this^ per. 
sons of that class, and of approved fideUty and honesty^ 
would instantly be called into the government. In short, 
it is plainly sought to be conveyed, that the reign of 
saints was about to begin ; and^ to do them justice^ some 
of the officers believed in the delusion which the rest 
thus skilfully practised. It is deserving of remark^ 
also^ that the very statesmen, who on the day of disso- 
lution had been covered with foulest epithets of insult^ 
are here in shame admitted to be persons of honour and 
integrity^ who had eminently appeared for God and the 
public good^ both before and throughout the war. Be it 
remembered^ too^ that the declaration confesses the exists 
ence of oonsideraUe sympathy with the last parliament in 
the minds of the people (though it would imply its having 
been unfairly obtained), and plainly dreads the outbreak 
of more. It refers uneasily to divers petitions from several 
counties for the parliament's continuance ; and finds it 
needful to implore ^* all men," as they would not provoke 
the Lord to their own destruction^ to wait patiently for 
such issue as He should bring forth^ and to follow their 
business meanwhile with peaceable spirits. Finally^ the 
authors of this declaration^ as if in betrayal of even their 
own sense of the inadequacy of all the reasons they had 
attempted for the late mischievous outrage, declare it 
to be their purpose, ^' before it be long," to diow more 
particulaiiy the grounds of their proceedings, and the 
reasons of the late great action and change. 

And it was not long, it may be confessed — a day or 
two only had elapsed — when a second declaration ap» 
peared accordingly. It was brief, however ; contained 
nothing that had not been said in even greater detail 
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in the first* ; was merely a compromifle for additional 
delay ; and may fairly be taken to imply a further doubt^ 
on the part of Cromwell knd his officers^ of the qidet 
or patience of the people in the new and strange 
order of things. It was followed by a third and more 
memorable- declaration^ which appeared significantly in 
the name of ^' Oliver Cromwell, captain-general^" only. 
This was published on the last day of April ; was com- 
prised in about twenty lines ; and stated, that whereas 
it had been promised^in the declaration of the 22d, 
that permms of approved fidelity and honesty should be 
called from the several parts of the commonwealth to the 
supreme authority, it now appeared that some time must 
necessarily elapse before such an assembly could be 
brought together. It was therefore judged proper, to 
prevent the mischief and inconveniences which might in 
the mean time arise to the commonwealth, that a coun- 
cil of state should be constituted, to take care of and 
superintend the peace, safety, and present management 
of public afiairs.f 

It is a very remarkable circumstance, however, as 
the reader will at once perceive, if he glances a page or 
two back, that no such pledge as this, which plainly 
implies a parliament, had been given in the declaration 
of the 22d. The words there used were, that it was 
the intention '' to call to the government persons of 
approved fidelity and honesty." The only inference un-^ 
doubtedly was that of an election of a council of state, 
and most certainly not of any '* assembly " from " se - 
veral parts of the commonwealth." Whence, then, 
had arisen this so sudden change. Whence could it 
possibly have arisen, but from some paramount neces- 
sity, as suddenly made apparent in the nation, and which 
declared to Cromwell the expediency of rendering that 
military council of his somewhat more palatable to the 

* It would be useleu to quote it here, as there is not a single new point 
in it It may be found in Several Proceedings, Na 187, Britith Museum 
Xiibrary, 

f Moderate Publisher, 131. Perfect Politician, 173. Godwin's Com- 
nonweftltb, toL iiL p. 690. 
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people, eren wpanted and distracted M they inte, 
by a certain show of dTil countenance and coneoi- 
rence. Such facts a« theae, and the conddeTstiong tfaey 
carry with them, are of singular importance towudc 
a due eatimale of this momentoDs crisis. It was cleirif 
by Btepa the most gradual our Cromwell was mountiDg 
bis throne. From the body of the Idng, he had stepped 
wpon the ruins of the parliament of statesmen; and 
irom the carcass of a second parliament of saints, he 
proposed to vault into the protector's throne. 

It is inatructiTe to know, that any instant dedintiiHi 
of hit despotic purpose, after hii action of the SOdi of 
April, might atill have been fatal to the scheme. Ita^;iKi 
much for the germs of good that were in the people 
yet, deluded as they had been by their enemies, mi»- 
talcen by their friends, and now on the eve of a consam- 
luation of deluuon and mistake, at once fatal and ncTer 
to be redeemed. We see that they had been accusiomed 
to associate for so many years their security and rightt 
with the great thoi^ht of parliament, that its very 
name was to prove a sufficient veil to hide iVom them 
the darkest designs ; and a merest shadow and pretenee 
of its great significance to all that was held valuahle in 
England, was to enable Cromwell to pass for something 
less than the usurper his precipitate deed of the 30Ui 
waa calculated to declare him, and indeed to wipe out 
no email or indiffinent portion of the very crime of that 
deed, forced on him, aa it was, before his plans woe 
ripe, by the intrepid and aelf-posseMed resolution of 
Vane and his frieuda. Sympathies were thus to be di- 
vided between the old and new parUamenta ; the ex- 
)>ectation of tbe new birth would greatly suspend any 
violent workings of judgment against the old murder; 
the troublesome hone^y of the few officers who might 
happen to stick to the saints' reign would be more easily 
dealt with ; and, finally, explanations might be much 
better given to an assembly of that description, and 
through them to the country, by some speech which the 
captain-general could at once deliver, on his own gronnd, 
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mipported by the prestige of his name and influence^ and 
without control from any possible quarter^ than any such 
farther declaration as had been promised from the mili- 
tary council could in any case supply. 

And in this way^ it happened accordingly, such ex. 
planations were actually given. They shall be noticed 
in this place, because^ though they do not thus occur in 
order of tirae^ the subject to which they relate is under 
discussion here^ and could never be disposed of in any 
degree fairly or conclusively without listening to all 
that CromweU himself, coolly and cautiously meditating 
the matter, may at any time^ or under any qircumstances^ 
have either divulged or sought to conceal respecting it. 

After various striking allusions (which will more 
properly find insertion in another place) to the com- 
mencement of the war^ following its progress up to the 
settlement of the government in '^ the name^ at least, 
of a commonwealth," and specially developing what he 
called " God's mercies " in it, the captain-general thus 
proceeded: — '^ I shall now begin a little to remember 
you of the passages that have been transacted since Wor- 
cester fight ; whence coming with my fellow officers and 
soldiers, we expected — and had some reasonable confi- 
dence that our expectations should not be frustrated -~ 
that the authority that then was, having such a history 
to look back unto, such a God that appeared for them 
so eminently, so visibly, that even our enemies many 
times confessed that God himself was engaged against 
them, or they should never have been brought so low, 
nor cUsappointed in every undertaking, — for that may 
be said, by the way, had we miscarried but once, where 
had we been, — I say, we did think, and had some 
reasonable confidence, that, coming up then, the mercies 
that God had showed, the expectations that were in the 
hearts of all good men, would have prompted those that 
were in authority to have done those good things, 
which might, by honest men, have been judged a return 
fit f<»r such a God, and worthy of such mercies, and, 
indeed^ a discharge of duty to those, for whom all these 
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mercies have been showed^' that is, the interest of the 
three nations^ the true interest of the three nations. 

" And, if I should now labour to be particular in 
enumerating some businesses^ that have been transacted 
from that time till the dissolution of the late parliament^ 
indeed I should be upon a theme that would be very 
troublesome to myself. For I must say for myse^ 
and fellow officers, we have rather desired and studied 
healing, than to rake into sores, and look backward^ to 
render things in those colours that would not be very 
well pleasing to any good eye to look upon. Only this 
we must say, for our own exoneration, and as thereby 
laying some foundation for the making evident the ne. 
cessity and duty, that was incumbent upon us to make 
this last great (^nge, I think it will not be amiss to 
offer a word or two in that, not taking pleasure to rake 
into the business, were there not some kind of necessity 
so to do. 

'^ Indeed, we may say, without commending ourselves 
'-— I mean myself, and those gentlemen that have been 
engaged in the military affairs — that, upon our return, 
we came, fully bent in our hearts and thougbts, to 
desire and use all fair and lawful means we could to 
have had the nation to reap the fruit of all that blood 
and treasure that had been expended in this cause ; and 
we have had many desires and thirstings in our spirits, 
to find out ways and means, wherein we might any 
ways be instrumental to help it forward ; and we were 
very tender, for a long time, so much as to petition, till 
August last, or thereabouts ; we never offered to petition ; 
but some of our then members, and olliers, having 
good acquaintance and relation to divers members of 
the parliament, we did, from time to time, solicit that, 
which we thought (if there had been no body to prompt 
them, no body to call upon them,) would have beoi 
listened to, out of ingenuity and integrity in them, that 
had opportunity to have answered our expectations ; and 
truly, when we saw nothing would be done, we did, 
we thought, according to our duty, remind them by 
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petition — which petition I suppose the most of you 
have seen — which we delivered either in July or Au- 
gust last ; wh(it effect (hat had is likewise very well 
jmown. The truth is^ we had no return at all that 
was satisfaction for us^ but a few words given us. The 
business petitioned for, most of them we were told^ were 
under consideration ; and those that were not had very 
Jittle or no consideration at all." 

Up to this point nothing is to be observed but a 
vague repetition of the declaration of the officers on the 
22d of April. Some remarkable passages follow, 
however, in which much that is most worthy of atten-* 
tion will be found. Pretences of the dissatisfaction of 
the people, ^^ in every comer of the land," are set forth ; 
the meetings of the cabal of soldiers and moderate or dis- 
honest members are craftily described as of authority from 
the parliament; the principle of the bill prepared by V^ne 
is acknowledged to be just, though a want of '^integrity 
mid caution'* is alleged against its details; the absolute 
intention of the parliament to dissolve themselves is not 
sought to be denied ; and the whole is wrapped up in a 
cloud of words, implying communications with '^ the 
JiOrd,*' which is certainly well adapted to mystify what., 
ever glimmerings or professions of substantial or honest 
meaning might, without it, have hoped to settle upon 
the minds of the assembly. It is worth remark, more* 
over, that the motive of reserving these explanations to 
such an occasion is fairly avowed. 

^^ Finding the people dissatisfied in every comer of the 
nation, and bringing home to our doors the non-per- 
formance of those things that had been promised, and 
-were of due to be performed, we did think ourselves 
concerned — we endeavoured, as became honest men, to 
keep up the reputation of honest men in the world ; 
and therefore we had, divers times, endeavoured to 
obtain a meeting with divers members of parliament; 
and truly we did not begin this till October last, and in 
those meetings did, in all faithfulness and sincerity, 
beseech them, that ^ey woidd be mindful of th^r duty 
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jod and man, and of the ductaarge of tbar tnut to 
1 and man. I believe tbeae gentlemen that are 
ly of them here can tell, tbat ue had, ai the leatt, 
or tiedee taeetingt, tntal iunibly iegging and be»eeiA~ 
them that, of their own accordt, they vxniid do Ihoie 
t things that had been promieed, that eo it migkt 
ear they did not da them by any ntggeition from 
army, but of their own ingenuity, so tender were ne 
jreteme them in the r^mtation and opinion of tAe 
He to the vUermoH. And having had many of 
le meetings, and declaring plainly that the iame 
lid be the judgment and di^leasure of God against 
n, the disutififactioii of the people, and the putting 
igs into a confusion, yet, how little we did prevail, 
well know, and, we believe, u not unknown to yon. 
the last, when we saw, indeed, that things wontd 
be laid to heart, we had a serious consideration 
ingit ourselves, what other way to have recoune 
D ; and iriien, indeed, we came to those close con- 
rations, they began to take the act of the new 
resentative to heart, and seemed exceeding willing to 
it on ; the wAicA, had it been done, or wiovM it haw 
I done teiA that iTitegrity, aith that caution, tluit 
.Id have tared thie caute and the interett me hat>e been 
tng engaged in, there could nothing have happened to 
judgment* more aeleome than that would have been ; 
finding plainly, that ihe intendment of it (vas not 
^ve the people that right of choice, although it had 
1, but a ceding right, or the seeming to give the 
pie that choice, intended and designed to reeraU tlie 
te, the better to perpetuate themielvee. And truly 
:rs of us, being spoken to to that end, that we ^ouM 
! way to it, ■ thing to which we had a perpetual 
rsiou, which we did abomiaate the thoughts of, we 
lys declared our judgments against it, and our dis> 
sfaction ; but yet they would not hear of a repre- 
ative, b^ore it lay three j/eart before them, without 
ceding with one line consideraUy in it ; they thM 
Id not endure to hear of it, then, when tee eatne 
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our chse considerations, then, instead of protracting, 
ihey did make as much preposterous haste on the other 
hand, and ran into that extremity; and finding that 
this spirit was not according to God^ and that the whole 
weight of this cause^ which must needs have been very 
dear unto us, who have so often adventured our lives 
for it, and we believe is so to you ; when we saw 
plainly that there was not so much consideration how 
to assert it, or to provide security for it ; and, indeed, 
to cross those that they reckoned the most troublesome 
people they had to deal with, which was the army, 
which by this time was sufficiently their displeasure ; 
when we saw this, truly, that had. power in our hands, 
to let the business go to such an issue as this, was to 
throw hack the cav^e into the hands of them we first 
fought with ; we came to this first conclusion amongst 
ourselves, that, if we had been fought out of it, neces^ 
sity would have taught us patience ; but, to be take^ 
from us so unworthily, we should be rendered the worst '> 
people in the world, and we should become traitors both 
to God and man ; and when God had laid this to our 
hearts, and that we found the interest of his people was 
grown cheap, and not laid to heart, and, if we came to 
competition of things, the cause even amongst themselves 
would even, almost in every thing, go to the ground ; 
this did add more consideration to us ; that there was a 
duty incumben£ upon us, and truly I speak it in the 
presence of some that are here, that were at the close 
consultations ; — I may say, as before the Lord, the 
thinking of an a^t of molmce fvas, to us, worse than 
any engagement that ever we were in yet, and worse to 
us than the utmost hazard of our lives that could he; 
so unwilling were we, so tender were we, so desirous 
were we, if it were possible, that these men might have 
quit their places with honour. And, truly, this I am the 
longer upon, because it hath been, in our hearts and 
consciences, our justification, and hath never yet been 
imparted thorough to the nation ; and we had rather 
))egin with you to do it« than to have done it before; 
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»k, indeed, that tkeie tratuadione be more 
a verM communieatioa, than to have put it 
J, I dtn^t, whotoecer had put it oa would 
tempttd to have dipped hit pen in an^er and 
t, affiura teing at this posture, that we saw 

I eridentlj, in aome critical things, that 'the 
le people of God was a despised thing, truly 
d believe that the hands of other men mnst 
Is that must be tnuted with it ; and then we 
high time for us to look about ub, and to be 
our duty." 

traordinary narrative, or "justification," not 
" imparted thorough to the nation," is afc«r- 
inued in a still more singular, involved, and 
incomprehensible style. The entire passage 
uolation, since it is a fair test of the easea. 
:tei of the justification itaelf, that it waa 
essary to midtiply into such a rhapsody of 

few hare pretences on which alone it rests. 
Jy di^rent from the state documents under 
if Cromwell that have elsewhere been quoted 
A, when truth clothes him in her own lan- 
d, — better sustained by that simple and 
ipiration within bis soul, than by any tawdry 

of those superior judgments, or " births of 
'," which are never called in but in aid of 
pretence, or to prop up shattered conviction, 
imenta are aa clear and bright to the eyes of 
> their minda they are solid, masterly, convin-i 
here is a memorable lesson to be read in this 

tinuation of the assertions already givMi, 
thus went on : — "If I ahonld take up your 

II you what instances we have to satisfy our 
I and consciences, that these things were not 
inationi, and things that were petitioned for, 
;11 within the compaaa of our certain knowledge 
; should J repeat these things to you, I ehould 
bich I would avoid, to rake into these thiags 
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too much ; only this — if any hody were in competition 
for any place of real and signal trust, how hard and diffi- 
cult a thing it was to get any thing to he carried^ without 
making parties^ without things, indeed, unworthy of a 
parliament ! And, when things must he carried so in a 
supreme authority, indeed, I think, it is not as it ought to 
he ; hut, when it came to otlier trials, in that case of 
Wales *, which I must confess, for my own part, I set 
myself upon^ — if I should inform you what discounten- 
ance that husiness of the poor people of God there had^ 
who had watchings over them, men like ho many wolves, 
ready to catch the lamb as soon as it was brought out into 
the world I how signally they threw that husiness under 
foot, to the discountenancing of the honest people there, 
and to the countenancing of the malignant party of this 
commonwealth J I need but say it was so ; many have 
felt, by sad experience, it was so, who will better im- 
part ihat business to you; which, for myself and 
fellow officers, I think it was as perfect a trial of our 
spirits as any thing : it being known to many of us, 
that God kindles a seed there, indeed, hardly to be 
paralleled since the primitive times. I would this had 
been all the instances; but finding which way their 
spirits went, and finding that good was never intended 
to the people of God, / mean, when I say so, that large 
comprehension of them, under the several forms ofgodJIi^ 
ness in this nation ; when I saw, that tenderness was 
forgotten to them all (though it was very true, that, by 
their hands and means, through the blessing of God, 
they sat where they did), and afiairs, not to speak it 
boastingly, had been instrumentaUy brought to that issue 
they were brought to by the hands of those poor crea- 
tures, we thought this an evil requitaL I will not say 

* I cannot exactly nuke out the allusion here : but it seenu to have 
been some complaint of too impartial an administration of the law in Wales, 
(Impartiality, at this time, is generally well-defined by the expression of 
covntenandng the nuUignant party^) since one of bhe first acts of Cromwell, 
before the summoning of this saintly parliament, had been to suspend (by 
the affbcted authority of the new council of state) four judges of South 
Wales — Eltonhead, Norbury, Fowel, and Gierke ; and to appoint two new 
judges, Corbet and Haggit, for that district. An extraordinary stretch of 
power, indeed, in a government that did not even arrogate to itself the 
ibadow of a final or sufficient authority I 
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they were at the uttermost pitch of reformatioii^ at- 
thoagh I could say that one thing, the regulation nf 
the lawy so much groaned under in that posture it now 
is in^ there were many words spoken for it, yet we know 
many months together was not time enough to pass 
over one word called incumhranoes ; I say, finding that 
this was the spirit and complexion of them, that though 
these were faults for which no man should have dared 
to lift his hand, simply for faults and failings, when 
yet we saw their intendment was to perpetuate thenk' 
selves and men of this spirit, for some had it from their 
own mouths, from their own designs, who could not 
endure to hear of heing dissolved, — this was an high 
hreach of trust ; if they had heen a parliament never 
violated, sitting as free and as clear as ever any sat in 
England, yet, if they would go ahout to perpetuate 
themselves, we did think this so great a hreach of trust 
as greater could not he. And we did not gp by guess 
in this, and to he out of doubt in it, we did (having 
that conference amongst ourselves whereof we gave 
account,) we did desire once more, the night he/ore the 
dissolution, and it had been in our desires some two or 
three days before, that we might speak with some of 
the principal persons of the house, that we might, with 
ingenuity, open our ears to them, to the end we might 
be either convinced of the ground of their principles 
and intentions, to the good of the nation ; or, if we 
could not be convinced, they would hear our ofier^ or 
expedient, to prevent this mischief. And, indeed, we 
could not prevail for two or three days till the night he* 
fore the dissolution. There is a touch of this in that 
our declaration : we had often desired it. At that time 
we attained it, ^ there were above twenty of them who were 
members, not of the least consideration for interest and 
ability, with whom we desired to discourse those things, 
and had discourse with them ; and it pleased the genUe- 
men-officers of the army to desire me to ofier tbeir 
sense to them, and, indeed, it was shortly carried thus. 
We told them, that the reason of our desire to ^wait 
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upon them was^ that we might know from them what 
security lay in the way of their proceeding so hastily 
with their representative^ wherein they had made a few 
qaalifications, such as they were; and how the whole 
business should be executed we had no account of; 
and we desired them they would be pleased, and we 
thought we had an interest in our lives^ estates^ and 
families, as well as the worst people of the nation, and 
that we might be bold to ask satisfaction in that ; and if 
they did proceed in honest ways, as might be safe to the 
nation^ we might acquiesce therein. When we pressed 
them to give satisfaction in this, the answer was made, 
that nothing could be good to the nation but the continue 
anee of ^is parliament. We wondered that we should 
have such a return ; we said little to that ; but, seeing they 
would not give us that which might satisfy us that their 
way was honest and safe, they would give us leave to 
make our objections. 

'< We did tell them, that we thought that way they 
were going in would be impracticable : we could not tell 
them how it would be brought to pass, to send out an act 
of parliament into the country, to have qualifications in 
an act to be the rules of electors and elected, and not to 
know who should execute this. Desired to know wither 
the neat parliament were not like to be all presbyters f 
Whether those qualifications would hinder them, or 
neuters ? And though it be our desire to value and es- 
teem persons of that judgment, only they having been 
as we know, having deserted this cause and interest 
upon the king's account, and upon that closure between 
thein and the neighbour nation, we do think we must 
profess we had as good have delivered up our cause into 
the hands of any, as into the hands of interested and 
biassed men ; for it is one thing to live friendly and 
brotherly, to bear with, and love, a person of another 
judgment in religion ; another thing to have any so far 
set into the saddle upon that account, as it should be in 
them to have aU the rest of their brethren at mercy. 
Having had this discourse, making these objections of 
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bringing in ne^iters^ or such as should impose upon their 
brethren^ or such as had given testimony to the king's 
party ; and objecting to the danger of it^ in drawing the 
concourse of all people to arraign every individual per- 
son^ which indeed did fall obviously in^ and the issue 
would certainly have been the putting it into the hands 
of men that had little affection to this cause^ the 
answer again was made^ and it was confessed by some^ 
that these objections did lie ; but answer was made by a 
very eminent person, at the same time as before, that 
nothing wottld save the nation but the continuance of 
this parliament. This being so^ we humbly proposed an 
expedient of ours^ which was^ indeed^ to desire that — the 
government being in that condition it was, and things 
being under so much ill sense abroad^ and so likely to 
come to confusion in every respect, if it went on — so 
we desired they would devolve the trust over to persons 
of honour and integrity, that were well known, men toeU 
affected to religion and the interest of the nation, which 
we told them^ and was confessed^ had been no new 
thing when these nations had been under the like hurly- 
burly and distractions ; and it was confessed by them 
it had been no new thing. We had been at labour to 
get precedents to convince them of it ; and we told them 
these things we offered out of that deep sense we had 
of the good of the nation^ and the cause of Christ. 
And were answered to that^ nothing would save the 
nation but the continuance of that parliament^ although 
they would not say they would perpetuate it, at thai 
time least of all, 

'' "But, finding their endeavours did directly tend to it, 
they gave us this answer^ that the things we had offered 
were of a tender and very weighty consideration. They 
did make objections how we should raise money^ and some 
other objections. We told them^ that that we offered 
as an expedient^ because we thought better^ than that 
for which no reason was or thought would be ^ven. 
We desired them to lay the thing seriously to heart. 
They told us^ they would take consideration of these 
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things till the morning ; that they would sleep upon 
them : and I think that there was scarce any day that 
there sat above fifty, or fifty-two, or fifty-three. At 
the parting, two or three of the chief ones, the very chiefs 
est of them, did tell us, that they would endeavour the 
suspending the proceedings of the represeniative the 
next day, till they had a further conference ; and we 
did acquiesce, and had hope, if our expedient would 
take up a loving debate, the next day we should have 
some such issue of our debate as would have given a 
satisfaction to all. They went away late at night ; and the 
r^ext morning, we considering how to order that which we 
had to offer to them when they were to meet in the even^ 
ing, word was brought they were proceeding with a re- 
presentative with all the eagerness they could : we did 
not believe persons of such quality could do it, A second 
and third messenger told us they had almost finished it, 
and had brought it to that issue with that haste that had 
never been known before; leavirlg out the thing's that did 
necessarily relate to due qualifications, as we have heard 
since ; resolved to make it a paper-bill, not to ingross it, 
that they might make the quicker dispatch of it, thus to 
have thrown aU the liberties of the nation into the hands 
that never bled for it : upon this account, we thought it 
our duty not to suffer it, and upon this the house was 
dissolved" * 

In all this fanfaronade of words, it appears to me 
that there are only two substantial statements worthy 
of special remark, beyond those adverted to already. 
The first is, that a disposition against the further exist- 
ence of the parliament had been manifested in " every 
comer of the land ; " and the second that, if they had 
been permitted to pass the act of self-dissolution, its im- 
mediate result would have been to " throw all the liber- 
ties of the nation into the hands that never had bled for 

* I have copied these passages fl-om the original edition, which is thus 
entitled :— <** The Lord OeneraTs Speech, deliTcred in the council chamber, 
upon the 4th of July, 16S3, to the persons then assembled and entrusted 
with the rapreme authority of the nation. This is a true copy, puldished 
for information and to prevent mistaketi** It has the date of 1654. 
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it,'* by returning ft majority of pteibyteriaiu to recndl 
the forces of die old memberB. In other wordi, i1k 
■talctmen were to be recruited by the help of th^ Ut- 
' Tdt foes. The lion wu to lie down with the fox. Tht 
idependant and the presbyterian were to nuh into 
idden embince. The thiclf, the sordid, andunhetlllij 
TOoaphere of sm^iuit and intolerant bigotry, vu V) 
lelt niddaily into the clear and generous air of peiled 
digiotu freedom. RidiculooB aa such pretences ait,— 
T every thing that is devoid of truth must, some tiioe 
' other, become a thing ridiculous, — hiatory hu Hi 
)DBen to r^ect them. 

Both are sanctioned, for example, by one of tht 
ilest, and (taking all things into consideration) the moil i 
ipartial, of modem historians. Doctor Lingard tdk ' 
I, that this long parliament " fell without a straggle 
r a groan, unpitied and uni^retted.* The mmif* \ 
unk meay to tA«ir hornet, where they sought by eab- 
ission to purchase the' forbearance of iheir new um- 
T ; and their partisans, if partisans they had, reserved { 
lemselves in sUence for a day of retribution, whici I 
ime not before Cromwell slept in his grave." It is I I 
ity that in such a history should be copied the moe 

* Mt. Hjillam hu done itiD gnater Injiutlce [In CoRit. Hift. t^J.^ 
SH^J to tli(H cekebrUed men. "Ttac pirllinunl," h« takxncxieii 

perioc i*illtj.''«K, It mmtalned Vme. Scol^ AlgHTion MiliWT.Flein* 
ak«, Ludlow, ^^ihiv, Mart™, Hinlnnon, Nerile, Wliiulactl 
Hdrift— 111 dw laden dial bwl c»r nl In it loIheidranlueortM 
m On* or of Um nablio good, un Ibc gml dud, F>m and Hunpd*. 
— — —-«, St Jdin, and llie thief of the ai 



- — Hyde,* 

HdIIU, the nerTDUi and fturtl 



loair to that toret, who wen Ua authon to all good endi, who po'iaKd 
a nad tDTiDtorr. and who coaulidated iti advanl^sei when gaiafd- 
FbelT (Wm u a kfil auUioril;, ' Hr. HiUam moltnuei. " and to tM 
me or RpreaaitatiTea of a puili ata rriceted ami oMflrred IMrm, wu 
Tftet|* ImpodenL'* Of tbe prohable truth of audi a decltive aneitioa. 
iinded ai II li on pure niTndK. Ih« leader will perhapa lec^ve Kiat 
eaiH of judgins, if be ceadi a tew paget onwaid. 
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ribald slander of the time. '' The news of this Luci- 
ferian fall/' says a contemporary libel^ '< was quietly 
spread throughout the city^ and from thence into the 
Idngdom, being related and received with all imagin- 
able gladness ; while the members slunk away, muttering 
to themselves the afiront they had received^ and laying 
their heads together how to retrieve themselves ; for 
loth they were to suffer this violence^ or acknowledge 
their dissolution ; which they would by no means hear of. 
But whatever they fancied to the contrary^ raving at 
this boldness and audaciousness of their servant, as they 
styled Cromwell, he minded it not^ but went on in his 
work." The manifest contradiction in all this need 
not be remarked upon. Their righteous and brave denial 
of the legality of the act that had dispersed them is not 
compatible with the cowardly slinking away ; the al- 
lied submission to their new master is flatly disproved 
by their open and loud '^ raving" against the auda- 
ciousness and boldness of their old servant MHiat^ 
then^ was the simjple fact ? In what regard did their 
memory really stand, after their dispersion, with the 
people they had served so welL 

Cromwell has charged upon them the popular hatred 
and indifference, and a desire to strengthen themselves 
by the help of presbyterianism. It most fortunately 
happens^ that an answer on both these charges is left to 
us, from the lips of one who sealed his truthfulness 
vdth his blood. Thomas Scot, who was Vane's equal 
in virtue, and only second to him in intellect, and 
whose last utterance, before he surrendered his neck to 
the executioner, was a blessing to God, that he had ^' de- 
voted his life to a cause that was not to be repented of*," 
spoke these words in the first parliament of Richard 
Croniwell.t Mr. fiulkeley, a fierce presbyterian, had 
repeated Cromwell's first charge of the popular indiffer- 
ence, characterising the government of the common* 
wealth as '^a monster,'' that was suddenly dissolved, 

• See Life of Ifarten, p. S46. 

t Reported in the Diary of Tbomat Burton. 
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<' without either coroner or inquest upon it;" when Scot 
answered him thus : ^^ That gentleman says the parlia* 
ment went out, and no complaining in the streets^ nor 
enquiry after them. That is according to the company 
men keep. Men suit the letter to their lips. It is as 
men converse. I never met a zealous asserter of that 
cause^ hut lamented it^ to see faith hroken^ and some- 
what else. I will say no more. It was as much 6e- 
wailed as the instrument of government A petition^ 
the day after the parliament was dissolved^ from fortjf 
of the chief officers, the aldermen of the eity of lAmdon, 
and many godly divines (e^vcept the rigid presbyters, tot 
well wishers to Mr. Loves treason), hesought to have thai 
parliament restored. But the protector, heing resolved 
to carry on his work^ threatened, terrified, and dispiacei 
them : and who would, for such a shattered thing, ven^ 
ture their all f You have had five changes ; — this is 
the fifth : and yet the people have not rest.*' 

Rest, — rest : there is much in that word which u 
significant at all times ; nor since the world hegan have 
greater sacrifices heen made for freedom^ hy the con* 
scientious and the hold, than have heen made for rest, 
hy even the virtuous and the well intentioned. It is 
scarcely imnatural that it should he so. Political strug- 
gles of a great character are for the future rather than 
the present ; as the petty squahhles of party politiciam 
are for the present, and never for the future. The 
people who have suffered most in these great straggles 
are precisely those who reap the least, and who have 
the fewest resources of imagination against a failure in 
the realities. They have fought and hied, they have 
toiled, suffered, heen plundered and taxed, and, after 
twelve years of the horrors of a war of brother against 
brother, and homestead against homestead, they discMjver 
that they are, in all worldly advantages, to appearance 
where they first began. They know not of the seed 
they have planted for posterity ; they see not long 
lines of their childrens' children better and happier for 
them ; they know only that bread is as dear as it was, 
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that the state has its exactions stilly — and that^ though 
they have won the freedom to follow the dictates of their 
conscience^ and worship their maker as they please^—- 
though they have pushed from before their daily path 
the public robber^ the rack, the pestilential jail^ — yet 
life is not to them less laden with toil, or redeemed 
by comfort or rest. The wages of the earth have be- 
come even more niggard than they were by the claims 
of these long years of contest, — the tithe for their fair 
support less freely yielded from its '^ cold hard bosom." 
The enthusiasm which first sustained them, too, has 
gradually worn itself down ; and they are suddenly 
made sensible of wretched discords and divisions, where 
they should still have been able to recognise a bond of 
union, one and indivisible, between every actor or suf- 
ferer in the cause. These things should be remembered 
in judging what is called the fickleness of the people ; 
and then it may be freely and fairly admitted, that they 
did not support the statesmen by all the means that 
were in their power. In other words, they made no 
demonstration for them. They could scarcely be ex- 
pected to know the importance of all that was at stake. 
It is not till we have retired to a distance from the actual 
scene of such a political conflict as this was, that the 
men and things engaged in it assume their due propor- 
tions. Not till then is the good that has been bravely 
done estimated in connection with the difficulty of doing 
it, or the tyranny that has been strangely suffered in 
connection with the plausible pretences it was based on. 
And in speaking of the people in these terms, let me 
"be understood to include, not only the lower orders of 
men in the labouring districts and the towns, but the 
smaller tenants and householders, the industrious work- 
men^ the penniless students, even the levellers and the 
diggers*, — all who had borne arms or suppUed mate- 

* Thete diggers (not a very large but a rery curious sect, and very ex. 
pressive of thenope and the despondency of this strange and memorable 
cime) were somethbig in the nature or the ^)encean philosophers, who 
made -themselves notorious some twenty years since. The names of two 
of their leaders have come down to us, Gerrard Winstanley and Everard. 
'WimitAnley wrote numerous tracts in support of their tenets j and fronk 
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rials^ or in action or patience suffered, in behalf of the 
parliament against the king. To all of these, in s 
greater or less degree^ it must have occurred to undergo 
what I have described. The enthusiast saw too great 
a preference for civil over spiritual freedom ; there was 
too much protection for property to please the leveller ; 
too great a latitude for conscience to please the bigot ; 
and^ of all to be most r^retted, an unwise dread of the 
power and purposes of the bad, had worked to the dis- 
advantage and dissatisfaction of the good and well-inten- 
tioned. None could have estimated rightly the posi- 
tion of the statesmen during the difficulties that beset 
the commonwealth in its early years ; few could be other 
than unjust in a natural resentment of the continued re- 
servation of those rights of citizenship and privileges of 
representation which had been won as worthily as they 
seemed to be undeservedly withheld. And hence it was, 
that when a new party had risen^ with these words ever on 
their lips, and with still loftier promises there for sudden 
and sublime realisation, it was found too late to redress the 
errors of the old. The force of habit in those sections 
of the people I have named, who still continued to bear 
arms under Cromwell's command, induced an instinctive 
reverence for his movements, stronger than any that 
could be set up against them. His voice was the 
trumpet that preceded victory to them, and to follow any 
other would be to challenge disaster or defeat. Others 
there were among those classes, some anabaptists, some 
fifth-monarchy-men, some levellers even*, in sincere 

these we learn that their principles were, that God gave all things in com- 
mon, and that every man has a right to the fruits of the earth. Tbcf 
professed an intention not to disturb anv one in his possession^; but the; 
asserted that the time was come when the whole world would shortly a* 
pouse their principles. They made their appearance at St. George''s HH^ 
near Walton, in Surrey, Winstanley and Everard being at their head» witk 
about thirty followers ; and, resorting to an open common, they began ts 
dig the earth, and deposit in it seeds and roots. They were not, however, 
permitted to proceecl in this very innocent and primitive occupation ; ftv, 
alas 1 Fairfax sent two troops of horse to dispeise them, who destroyed 
some of their implements and tools, and conducted a few of the more 
obstinate and petulant of themselves to prison. See W^elocke. Pawmpkiefi 
by Winstanley. Caute qf the Diggers, Sfc. Godusin^ vol. ii. p. 82. 

* There were undoubtedly some sincere men among the levellers, thongli 
they were more rare in this than in any other section or party of tbe 
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dduBion as to the wonderful things to be done in the reign 
of sanctity upon earthy in the person of Harrison and his 

' ■ — _- - ■ 

Kearly all of them parfaxdc, in a greater or less d^ree, of the violent, self, 
willed, and intemperate character of their leader, John Lilbume, who was 
a Cobbett, without his intellect ; altogether a most vain, vulgar, and irra- 
tional person. Confusion was his panacea for every thing. At once the 
most credulous and the most suspicious of men, he fanded that all the 
hones^ left in the world had suddenly taken up its abode in the breast of 
John Lilburne, and his atrocious and abominable detraction was accordingly 
poured out in never-ceasing succession upon every party in the state. He 
oouid live only in the heated and disordered air of abuse and quarrel. Even 
stronger than his self-love was his love of this, and hence arose that famous 
saying of the great wit of the commonwealth, that, if only he were left upon 
the earth, John would ouarrel with Lilburne, and Lilburne with John. 
£very act of kindness shown him in his life (see the Memoir of Marten, 
p. 25/. and p. 325.) was only the signal for a pouring down of Aresh abuse on 
the indiscreet generosity that performed it Even when he had received 
compensation for his sufferings in the star-chamber, he at once turned 
fiercely round on the men wno gave it, as if, in taking Arom him the pri- 
vilege of being considered an ill-used person, they had abridged his means 
of livelihood. This was the style of his conduct throughout his life. His 
whole being was made up of violent selfish passions, the nature of which, and 
indeed the general temperament of the man, may be gathered firom a short 
passage in his pamphlet, called '* A Just Reproof to Haberdashers' Hall,** 
one of those thousand paper trumpets through which he was continually 
pouring the bad breath of his ridiculous sel£.conceit. He had some sup- 
posed claim on Haselrig for money, and thus (in 1651) refers to it. ** Meet- 
ing Mr. Pearson at the George, in Channel Row, I told him, if his master 
thought to keep my money while I sued him at law, it was a vfun thought : 
fbr he was too great for me to encounter him that way, and I had neither 
money nor time to spend upon him : therefore I intreated him, as he loved 
sir. Arthur's life and welfore, to say to him, that I wore a good dagger by 
my right side, and a good rapier by my left side, and if within eight days he 
did not send me all my money, and give me some rational satisfaction, let 
him look to himself; for after that day, wherever I met him, I would pay 
him for all together, though I were cut into a thousand pieces on the very 
place.** That such a man could have any sincere political object in view 
u not for an instant conceivable. He merely sought about, in some day's 
new fit of wilfUl discontent, for mean iealousies and violent passions among 
the lower sections of the army, and had little difficulty in finding Uiem. 
The mutinies which followed, and which, though always promptly sup- 

Jreased, have given the levellers (for such was the nam^ assumed by these 
ilburne factions, though they disclaimed any levelling designs on proper, 
ty) a place in history, had never any defined object, unless the promotion 
of disorder and confusion can be so designated. It is quite impossible to 
discern at any time a steady purpose in Lilburne, save that at all times he 
^ould seem to have looked with a keen eye to his own profit and loss. It 
ia equally clear that his intemperate followers derived all their importance 
ttmn the great stock of which they were the paltry off-shoot, or, rather, 
refuse, — the army, on the theretofore unsullied brightness of whose military 
diacipline the^ cast an unexpected stain. Still, as in every movement of 
this Kind during a period of general unrest, honest men were deluded into 
their tXKly, and to these allusion is made? in the text. So far as the object 
of auch can be ascertained, through the extraordinary clouds of selfish pre- 
tension that envelope all Lilburne's writings, it would seem to have been 
much of the same sort as that of Harrison and the anabatitists, or fifth. 
monarchy-men, making allowance for the religious peculiarities of the 
latter. They demanded annual parliaments, and a sort of universal repre. 
sentation of the '* universal elect " among the people. They held, not only 
that Christianity forbade the rule of a single person on the earth, but that 
it- was irreconcileable with many civil institutions which Vane and the 
atatesmen considered to be essential to the liberties of England. They de% 



friends. Moderate royeliats there were, too, even in that 

popular divisioDi, who bad gone out upon the qaeation of 

alimited raonarcby ; who htd Temiined constant to that 

throi^;hout ; and who, in fact, tamed the scale of the 

entire population in decided favour of a monarchical 

lystera. Then ihere were 'the indifferent, and the rest- 

and the conceited men, who were in faTonr of 

selves chiefly, and the five senses that composed 

, and to whom any thing new, which could grati^ 

f these, had a merit at once admirable and indescrib- 

For all auch, five years of a commonwealth wot 

enough of one thing. These are the men that 
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^' whatever defections did happen by apostates, hypo- 
crites^ and time-serving worldlings^ continued firm^ 
sincere^ and chaste unto the cause to the last^ and loved 
it better than their very lives." Of such were the men 
just named by Scot^ as threatened, terrified^ displaced^ 
oppressed by Cromwell^ .and trampled on by his crea- 
tures^ for their love to that '^ shattered thing," the self- 
governed commonwealth of England. 

That the effect produced on all these sections of men, 
by the forcible dispersion of the long parliament and the 
government of statesmen, was most fatal and disastrous, 
there cannot be a reasonable doubt. The bond which 
had hitherto held such various elements together was 
by that act violendy broken. Men might disagree on 
every variety of minor matter which did not compromise 
the virtue and good faith of the leaders under whose 
banners they had fought^ and by whose example tiiey 
had conquered. So long as these remained entire, a 
great common agreement^ for the sake of a cause in 
which all had already staked so much in common, could 
neither be hopeless^ nor even distant far.. But this 
potent charm once gone^ all else went with it. There 
lay the crime of Cromwell, still more than in his dis- 
regard of truth, or of his own so solemnly sworn asser- 
tions. * Whatever for twelve memorable years had been 
thought sacred, he made profane ; whatever men had 
begun to think most durable, he scattered to the winds. 
While Vane was struggling to seize advantage of the 
dawn of a better day, which had more or less arisen to 
the minds of all his countrymen, and use it to the eleva- 
tion of each in the social and intellectual scale, Crom- 
well only worked in the night that stiU hung about the 
dawn^ andj by studying old prejudices and habits not 
yet past, sought first to elevate himself upon a throne. 
What Vane proposed to have done, in general amelior- 
ation of the minds and habits of Englishmen, was flung 
back for an indefinite and almost hopeless time by the 
act of the 20th of April; what Cromwell resolved 
to achieve for himself was half accomplished by that 

VOJj. VII. H 
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act alone. Let this determine its charactn. The 
people throughout the country saw suddenly the most 
venerated and illustrious names in the land coT^ed 
with ribaldry and insult ; and they behdd the grave 
assembly which had built up the commonwealth, which 
had scourged its enemies into the dust, and held its 
false friends cowering and crouching down, — that 
assembly, so learned, so valiant, and so powerfiil, under 
which the English people at least enjoyed what liberties 
they then had, and from which they would have patiently 
waited still, in expectation of new and unknown blessings^ 
-^ they bdield it one day receiving homage, in the nune 
of a free people, from ambassadors of prinees, and in 
the next they saw it hooted out of its plaoe^ in liie 
name of jugglers, drunkards, adulterers, and cheats, by 
the muskets of its own servant. The moral effect of 
that deed was never to be recalled. Honour was a 
pretence, piety a pretence, and the substance of all 
things good evaporated into air. It would occur to 
few among the ordinary masses of the people to ask the 
reason or die justice. Enough for them, that what 
had been was no more. It would least of aU occur to 
the state of society, or of parties, I have attempted 
to describe, to cling for support, in this common want, 
or common sorrow, to faith in the still superior virtue of 
the cause, under the very name and pretence of which 
tliese strange outrages had been committed. It had 
been tried already, and found wanting. It had bdd 
together, for upwards of twelve years, and through 
every kind of doubt, defection, toil, dread, and triumph, 
the soul of the parliament and the cause, bound as with 
links of adamant ; and now, in one little instant, these 
had broken like a rope of sand. Nothing of a perma* 
nent or substantial character could ever hope thereafter 
to belong to it. It no longer implied a solid trudi, 
against which the giddy factions, the minor difiinv 
ences and divisions of the hour, might dash th«n* 
selves in vain; — it held forth nothing now that was 
defined or certain ; — - there was never more to be in* 
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eluded in it a general and common olyject which all 
might pursue ; no longer a quiet haven whieh, through 
what different passages soever^ all could still hope to 
reach ; -* it was resolved suddenly into no more than one 
of the indifierent chances 6r casualties of the worlds and 
had become a trick for the luckiest man to make the 
mosl ofy a stake for the best gambler to win. And 
meanwhile^ in the various uncertainties of the present^ 
what offered most fairly would be of 4X>ur8e most 
greedily taken ; whatever looked like rest^ or held up 
convenience of any kind, would doubtless gather round 
it for the time the parties who were capable of greatest 
2eal^ and had the largest amount of activity in them. 
Cromwell and his reign of saints were worth a triaL 

Stich^ then^ with the masses of the people at large, 
was the position of the statesmen after the action of the 
fiOth of Aprils l653. In the midst of neither hatred 
nor contempt they fell ; but in general wonder^ some 
indifference, and some sorrow. They did not slink away 
to their homes, nor by undignified submission purchase 
safety or forbearance. They were content to retire, 
indeed^ without empty brawling, or a vain show of 
braggart passion. They had left deeds behind them, 
which, though but imperfectly developed as yet in di- 
rect action upon the personal comforts of die people, 
were the immortal seed of all the blessings of liberty, 
personal and politiealy which that people have since 
enjoyed. With such deeds on record, never to be 
denied or undone, they required no other defence ; and, 
wisely satisfied to wait till the bubble of this saint's 
reign had burst, and the apples of its fools' paradise had 
turned to their inevitable and most bitter sour, they 
ofi^red none. 

They found generous defenders, notwithstanding, 
whose voices ought to have utterance here, in connec- 
tion with the actions they commemorated. For it is 
surely just that, by a fair eidiibition of the case of this 
dispersed and insulted body of statesmen, the claims of 
Cromwell and the protectorate should be tested and 
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Btood. Necessity was a faTonrite plea widi &e 
tns of Cromwell ; it can thus oaly be made ip- 
t whether that necessity existed, Grantii^ that 
iverniDent of the long parliament was as anom- 
and nnauthoiised as that of the protectorate con> 
ly was, the important question remains, of the 
e superiority of either, in r^ard ta benefiti 
red, or proposed to be conferred, upon the people 
led. This is a question which admits of one mode 
ution only. The measures that were id either 
ursued, recommended, or adopted, must be im- 
Jy judged together by their tendencies and results. 
sent glance at the past rule of the Btstesmen \Till 

only fair and sufficient light that can guide us 
;h the protectorate. 

1, Hutchinson thus generally describeg the con- 
of the commonwealth on the eve of its fall. The 
passage is worth consideration, though it inclndea 
points described already. It is the evidence of as 
and brave-hearted a woman as eret suffered for 
or love. " The parliament," she says, " had 
)y the blessing of God, restored the commonwealth 
h a happy, rich, and plentiftd eendttion a* it mat 
flourishing before the tear ; and although the taxet 
■ere paid were great, yet the people vers rich aiid 
' pay them : they (the parliament) toere tn a vntg 
ling all the soldiers' arrears, had some httndred 
nd pounds in their purses, and «frre free Jroai 
IS in arms within and inithotit, eacept the DttitA, 

they had beaten and brotight to »e^ peace upott 
•able lermg to the English; and now they thought 

time to sweeten the people, and deliver thein 
;beir burthens. This could not be. but by dis- 
ig the unnecessary officers and soldiers ; and, irben 

were thus settled, they had prepared a bill to pat 
}d to their own sitting, and provide for nerw snc- 
i. But when the great officers understood that 
'ere to resign their honours, and no more triumph 
burthens of the people, they easily induced the 
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inferior officers and soldiers to set up for themselves 
with them ; and^ while these things were passings Crom- 
well, with an armed force, assisted by Lambert and 
Harrison, came into the house and dissolved the parlia- 
ment, pulling out the members, foaming and raging, 
and calling them undeserved and base names; and 
when the speaker refused to come out of his chair, 
Harrison plucked him out. These gentlemen, having 
done this, took to themselves the administration of all 
things ; and a few slaves of the house consulted with 
them, and would have truckled under them, hut not many»^ 
MeJanwhile they and their soldiers could no way palliate 
their rebellion, but by making false criminations of the 
parliament-men, as that they meant to perpetuate them- 
selves in honour and office, that they had gotten vast 
estates, and perverted justice for gain, and were im- 
posing upon men for conscience, and a thousand such 
like tilings, which time manifested to be false, and truth 
retorted all upon themselves that they had injuriously 
cast at the othersr"* Mrs. Hutchinson has here con- 
siderably underrated, as will be shown hereafter, the 
financial resources of the commonwealth. 

Edmund Ludlow, a witness whose interest in the 
matters he describes, great as it was, was not too great 
fox his honesty, and whose authority has been sanctioned 
by even his bitterest adversaries, thus, at a distance from 
the scene of the dispersion of his old associates, de. 
scribed and mourned them. A parliament, he calls 
them, '' that had performed such great things, having 
sttbdzted their enemies in England, Scotland, and Ire^ 
land ; established the liberty of the people ; reduced the 
hingdom of Portugal to such terms as they thought fit to 
gran,tj maintained a war against the Dutch with that 
conduct and success, that it seemed now drawing to a 
happy conclusion; recovered our reputationat sea; secured 
our trade ; and provided a powerful fleet for the service 
of the nation. And, however the malice of their ene- 
mies may endeavour to deprive them of the glory which 

* Life of Colonel Hutchinson, voL ii. p. 197, 198. 
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they justly merited^ yet it will appear to unprejndioed 
posterity diat they were a disinterested and impartial 
parliament^ who^ though they had the sovereign power 
of the three nations in their hands for the space of ten 
or twelve years, did not in all that time give awa^ 
among themselves so m«eA as their forces spent in three 
monVis ; no, not so much as they spent in one ; from the 
time that the parliament consisted hut of one house, 
and the government was formed into a commonwealth. 
To which ought to he added, that after so many tcils 
and hazards, so much trouhle and loss for the puhlic 
good, they were not unwilling to put an end to their 
power, and to content themselves with an equal share 
with the others, for the whole reward of their kbours."* 
In like manner, the sincere and gallant Sidney set 
apart, in his nohle discourses of government, a niche 
for the government of the commonwealth. '^IVIien 
Van Tromp," he says, in his high strain of chivalrous 
pride — ^^ when Van Tromp set upon Blake in Folkestone 
Bay, the parliament had not above thirteen ships against 
threescore, and not a man that had ever seen any other 
fight at sea, than between a merchant ship and a pirate, 
to oppose the best captain in the world, attended with 
many others in valour and experience not much inferior 
to him. Many other difficulties were observed in the 
unsetded state:' — few ships, want of money, several 
factions, and some who, to advance particular intereets, 
betrayed the public. But, such was the power of wisdom 
and integrity in those that sat at the helm, and their 
diligence in chusing men only for their merit was 
blessed with such success, that in two years our fleets 
grew to be as famous as our land armies ; the reputa- 
tion and power of our nation rose to a greater height 
than when we possessed the better half of France, and 
the kings of France and Scotland were our prisoners. 
All the states, kings, and potentates of Europe tnast 

* Ludlow's Memoin, vol ii. p.4S2, 453. Portions of some of these ** ^ai- 
iaphs** on the parliament liare been given in the Life of Vane j but tne 
present statement of them, in aiess mutilated shape, seemed neoeaaary bcie. 
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^eipeeyutty, not to say submisHveiy, sought our friendm 
ship : and Rome was more afraid of Blake and his 
fleet, than they had heen of the great king of Sweden, 
when he was ready to invade Italy with a hwidred 
thousand men." * 

Nor is the tone of even the cautious Whitdocke less 
enthusiastic than this. Writing with Cromwell's per. 
sonal influence strong upon him, and with the additional 
restraint of an official relation to Cromwell, he yet 
writes in these words. ** Thus was this great parlia- 
ment, which had done so great things, wholly at this 
time routed hy those whom they had set up, and that 
took their commissions and authority from them ; nor 
could they in the least justifie any action they had done, 
or one drop of blood they had spilt* but by this au. 
ihority. Yet now the servants rose against their mas- 
ters, and most ingratefully, and disingenuously, as well 
as rashly and imprudendy, they dissolved that power 
by which themselves were created officers and soldiers ; 
and now they took what they deslgn'd, all power into 
their own hands. AU honest and prudent indifferent 
men were highly distasted at this unworthy action, which 
occasioned much rejoicing in the JHn^s party. i . . Thus 
it pleased God," he continues, ^^that this assembly, 
famous through the world for its undertakings, actions, 
and successes, having subdued all their enemies, were 
themselves overthrown and ruined by their own servants; 
and those whom they had raised now pulled down their 
masters. An example, never to be forgotten, and scarcely 
to be paralleled in any story, by which all persons may 
be instructed how uncertain and subject to change all 
worldly affiurs are ; how apt to fall, when we think 

• Algernon SUdney on Oovernment, cap. iL sect. 28. 

•f Tnis is ftirther corroborated by even a member of the lord protector's 
household, and one of his enthusiastic partisans. Mr. John Maidston 
(whose very striking letter to a friend, descriptive of the popular struggles 
ftom their commencement to the eve of the restoration, will be found in 
Appendix A.) remarks upon the <Ussolution thus :—** Great tUutUitfacthH 

fprMMgfrom tkii action^ amd nteh a$ it not yet forgotten amonggt gpodtnen.^ 
n another part of the same interesting sketch he Observes, emphatically, 
that the English people of that day were wont ** to de^fy their represent- 

B 4 
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lugbest ; and Iiow God mskeB use of Btrange and 
Kct«d means to bring hii purposes to pass."* 

a distance, too, from the scene of their great 
lOhe, and iminflueDced by any of ihe passiont 
1 mingled with them, the politician who wu 
;fat wisest of his age withheld not hii approbatioii 
steem. Btsnage tells os, in his " Annsla of the 
d FrorinceB," diat the famous Swedish chancelltR', 
Btieni, " blamed, indeed, the extreme barbarity 
litted on the person of the late king of ^England, 
:ommended and admired almost erery part of the 

of that great design which the parliament had 
h1." " It was a design," Oxenstiem added, "that 
tieen conducted with distinguished prudence, and 
who then governed in England acted upon 

principles of poUcy as weie founded in truth and 

>T should the testimony of an accomplished foreign 
r be omitted in this record, " The new repub- 
says the abbe Raynal, in his " History of the Par- 
nt of England," " procured England a tranquillity 
1 it no longer hoped for, and gare it a lustre which 
I not had for several centuries. It had just been 
ed by a most violent tempest, and now all was 
; it had thoi^ht itself on the brink of ruin, and 
low in condition to give law. It is melancholy, 
le honour of virtue, that one of the best and 
M Spectacles which the annals of naUons present 
i be the work of rebellion. Every thing appeared 
nful in this revolution. The royalists conformed 
ind of government ill adapted to their tempers, 
lisapproved by their consciences. The grandees, 
ximed to the part of legislators, remained quietly 
! rank of private subjects. The Irish and Scots, 

morid>,i>.JS9.-S30. 
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"who had taken up arms^ the first from an attachment 
to their kings^ the other to efi*ace the horror of their 
treachery, were unhappily subdued. The Dutch, who 
had taken advantage of the calamities of England^ to 
usurp the empire of the seas, were humbled. France 
and Spain^ who had been always rivals, always enemies^ 
meanly courted the friendship of the usurpers* The 
sovereigns, who ought to have united to revenge an 
outrage to which all kings were exposed, either through 
fear or interest applauded the injustice. All £urope 
debased itself, was silent, or admired." 

Finally, even their enemies were awed from insult 
into praise, in the presence of that gigantic memory their 
actions left behind them. Roger Coke not only lays 
aside his customary bitterness and scorn, but adopts a 
striking tone of just and reverential respect. ^' Thus *," 
he says, " by their own mercenary servants, and not a 
sword drawn In their defence, fell the haughty and vic- 
torious rump, whose mighty actions will scarcely find 
belief in future generations. And, to say the truth, 
they were a race of men, most indefatigable and indus^ 
trtous in business, always seeking for men fit for it, 
and never preferring any for favour, nor by importunity* 
You scarce ever heard of any revolting from them ; no 
murmur or^complaint of seamen or soldiers. Nor do 
I find that they ever pressed any in all their wars. And, 
as they excelled in die management of dvil affairs, so 
it must be owned they exercised in matters ecclesiastic 
no such severities as either the covenanters or others 
before them did^ upon such as dissented from them. 
JVor were they less forward in reforming the causes of 
the common laiw^ 

And now a brief sketch of the measures by which 
these statesmen made themselves so famous wUl show 
how well they merited even this lofty praise. 

Finance was necessarily a subject which largely em- 
ployed their attention and taxed their powers, in conse- 
quence of the unceasing wars, by land or sea, in which 

• Detection of the.Court and State of England, toL ii. p. 50. 
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ommonwetlA nu engaged. The diief loarces of 
lue were five : the exciw ; the cnatoDRS ; llie sak 
i-tarm rents *,of the landa of the crown, «nd of tboK 
igmg to die bishops, deans, and chapters ; tlie ie> 
tration and forfeiture of the estate* of delinquents ; 
finally, the peat-office. For the eatabli^ment <^ 
acter we are indebted to Edmnnd Piiileaux +, who 
the office of attomej'general to the ctHnmonwealdi 
le period of iti destruction. We first oheerre him 
"man of a committee for considering what rales 
Id be set upon inland letters ; then, hj an ordinance 
jd shortly before the death of the king, we find 
created postmaster-general j and, finally, we seCi 
report on the journals of tbe house, dated the Slit 
[arch, 1650, that he bad established a weekly con- 
nce of letters into ell parts of the satiim, and kepi 
1 regnlai intercourse of packets between Sng^and 
Ireland. ^ 

he introduction of the syBtem of exche, liy Pym, 
been referred to in this work. It was borrowed 
I the financial proceedings of Holland, and wori(ed 
. most consammate skilL during the wars with that 
blic. And here I am tempted to borrow from 
liistorian of the commonwealth]: the only iatdli^Ue 
lition of excise that has occurred to my re«dii^. 
ise, it may be stated on that authority, is a tax npon 
manufacture of a commodity, paid by the man^ 
irer ; also, on the importation of goods, apofi 
:h, if manufactured at home, an esdae duty wwiU 
equired ; an equivalent sum in that ease beii^ de- 
ded from the importer. The retailer of excisabk 
moditiea has likewise in many cases to pay f<» as 
lal licence. It is a tax, for many reasons, wdl 
ited for popular impodtion. It diiSbrs from At 

TbcclHi annual incon* from thiiiouTcemnounted to Tl.OOOi. ; *m 
>d that, in luuai7, ICol. SS,saOl. nt Uiii iacau bad bewi hU fa 

:tic'TOUD«Hl im of ^r 'Edmund Piidnui al Da 
bBtbj Jaioea 1 — PrMct'i IVonMa of Deem, 0.60 
hahriD, lO. lU. ;. 168. 
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dnty'denominated customs in this, diat the latter^ being 
paid upon die exportation or importation of commodities^ 
will often fall on the raw material^ whereas the former 
is onl]r collected upon a commodity ready for sale to the 
consumer. It is therefore peculLaTly distinguished by 
its being imposed at the latest practicable period^ and is in 
that sense the most economical of all taxes. The earlier 
any impost is paid, the heavier it falls upon the con« 
sumer in the end; since every trader through whose 
hands the commodity passes must have a profit^ not 
only upon the raw material^ and his own labour and 
time^ but also upon the tax itself^ which is paid by him 
long before he is remunerated by the consumer. Not« 
withstanding which^ it has been observed^ that the 
duties earliest paid are least felt by the people^ the mer- 
chant being sensible that they do not eventudUy and in 
the last result fall upon hira^ and the consumer being 
induced to confound them with the intrinsic price of 
the commodity. But this very circumstance renders 
customs^ and duties imposed on the raw material^ taxes 
for slaves ; and an excise, or a 4uty <hi goods already 
prepared for consumption, a tax for meh who feel that 
what they pay for is a substantial benefit to themselves. 
When men are contending for their liberties and every 
thing that is dear to them, they are prepared to make 
great sacrifices; and such a people, as Montesquieu 
says, will frequently take on diemselves, of voluntary 
choice, imposts more severe than the most arlntrary 
prince wotdd dare to lay on his subjects. Another ob- 
jection that is frequently made to the duty of excise is 
the severity of its collection, since it is found necessary 
to give to its officers a power of entering into and 
searching the houses of those who deal in the commc 
dities on which it is laid, at' any hour of the day, and 
sometimes of the night. But this objection is of the 
same description as the preceding. '^ Undoubtedly," 
Mr. Godwin proceeds, " a softer and more forbearing 
mode of treatment may be attained in a mixed than in 
a republican government. In the former the individual 
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u more conudered ; in tlie latter, the public. He who 

is not contented to aacrifice, in a certain degree, his indi- 

Tidnalitjr, and some of his indnlgences, to the well' 

Dg of the whole, is not yet nifficiently prepsred to 

«me a citiien under the purest and noblest kind of 

itical adminiBtration."* 

Gireat financial abilitj, it is obrioiis, was the fint 
idition of success in the vast stru^le. Without that, 
entire amount of other genius devdoped in military 
dvil matters would have been little better than uk- 
I and unprofitable. In the various deliberations that 
se on a subject so important, it was impossible that 
furtherance by means of sequegtratiou could be in 
' way avoided. And this is a part of the policy o! 
se statesmen which is most frequently remembered 
their disadvantage, f Let it be fairly looked at, 



ptmD," — Ctm. b. 1. cmp-Yiii. 

Thu,imil uiotber rkTourlte cluti^e, BtTodv Indl^fintlr repelled by Ibe 

t AullioTltlei T bm?e quoted ', namvly, i^jit i^ ft datlre they alwaj« 

tbe w«]lh ofdthen. Acbjirs^ whiehini|[btbedjuiu<cediritb iLtdM 

Hi puUUhed far the hut ind diiippolnuil preabjtcrUn, ClemeM 
kci, lubHqueiuI; BDbodied In ■ IrKl againit tlie " nimp," (publithel 
he autpldoui era of the MiloiatloD, and entitled the " MyMery at the 
d Old Catue UnlMded,") and Hnall; adopted by luch hiitorUiu u 
BndoQ and Hume. Walkct-i liiti vere uiled " LtiU of Namei of 
Iben nf Ue Houee of CnniniQni. anntilng (a each lueb ninu <t 
tj, offiMi, and laodl, u the; hjid given la themielre* for ier*i« 
I and to be dcsH ^lut the king and kingdom." Hi. Godwin baa 
ted out. In hladlatlnctloni between the two lelf-denylng ndinanai. 
Ule of Vane, p. gfl.) Ibe grou iniiuke, « more pcc^erl; Maehood, oo 
■>i ttaoM Uiti were made out Theli compilei'i otject waa to cidlect a 

ing rwtinance." New It hai alreadr appeared that there were two 

4«»i.. — It "HI It haa been Ihe artifice of the enemiea of the 

Dthund Iheae two toget her. T he tint ardiDana 

he war. TSli ordinance wai propoaeil in th- 

DO the 91h of December. 1644, and wu rejected by tl 
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and it is fac from that of whicb they or their frienda 
ahould he ashamed. 

They enacted, at the commencement of the war^ a 
seizure of the revenues of the estates of such as openly 
appeared in arms against them^ or voluntarily contri-^ 
huted to the support of the king's forces ; and this waa 
an act, all the circumstances considered, justified hy the 
demands of the time. The only fair ground of oh» 
jection to it must surely rest on the mode in ivhich it 
was carried into effect^ and on the strict and virtuous 
application of the funds so raised. These^ indeed, are 
the chief points of attack selected hy the enemy. Hollis 
holdly affirms that the style of proceeding under the 
sequestration committees was like that of Ahah in the 
case of Nahoth's vineyard^ which coveting, and not 
being able otherwise to obtain, he '^ suborned certain 
men^ sons of Belial, to bear witness against Naboth, 
saying, 'Thou didst blaspheme God and the king ;' and 
thus destroyed the proprietor, and got possession of the 
property,*' To which Clement Walker adds, ''You 
may as easily find charity in heU as justice in any 
committee ; so that, where the king hath taken down 



of the hoiue of commonf were not bound in delicacv to confonn to the law, 
which they had paised and the lordg had rejected. This idea,/ however, 
was set aside, not covertly and clandestinely, but in the most open manner. 
When it was determined, in autumn 1645, to recruit the house of commons 
by issuing writs for new elections in the room of those members who had 
deserted thdr seats by adhering to the king, Fairfax, Blake, Ludlow, AU 
gernon Sydney, I reton, Skippon, Massey, and Hutchinson, some of tlie most 
considerable officers in the army, were among the persons returned to oc- 
cupy the vacant seats. Walker's list therefore, which forms the most con- 
siderable part of that in the ** Mystery of the Good Old Cause," contains 
names which can by no construction be considered as those of corrupt 
placemen. Twenty.one persons are put down merely because they were 
at one and the same time members of parliament and colonels in the army. 
Blake, Dean, and Rainsboroush appear for no reason but because they 
were admirals. Algernon Syoney, and six others, because they were the 
commanders of garrisons ; Strickland, because he was an ambassador ; 
And sir William Armine, because he was a commissioner in Scotland. It 
was expressly provided by the second self-denying ordinance, that the com- 
missioners of tne great seal, and the commissioners of the admiralty, navy, 
and revenue, should not even be disturbed in their places ; yet their names 
•well the list. It includes some of the most notorious presbyterians, Hollis, 
sir John Merrick, and sir William Waller. It includes Hampden. F!n. 
ally, it is worth notice, in completion of the false pretences on which this 
charge against the statesmen was grounded, that the lists which fUmish 
the chief material of slander were drawn up and published before the 
triumph of the independents and the death of the king. 
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i« star-chambei', the parUanwDt h«tb set np a him. 
It BtampB the character of theie iciiTril libdt*, 
ben we state ainiplj, witbont any other comment, 
jat these men, HoUii and Clement Walker, woe 
nong the chief aathori of the lyitero of aequeabvlioa, 
id only clamoured againit it thus, vrhen baffled BpleeD, 
id disappointed ambition, and hatred against the ma 
^Hbo had triumphantly finished the work whidi thty 
^^tad basely deserted, ^ore them to seek shelter once 
~' lOre under the monster-oovering gabardiiie of rojalty. 
"^^ The first measure on the subject waa paswd in tha 
^^^ ape of an ordinance, in March, l643, when eaa- 
' iee of sequestration were appointed in the countiB^ 
I, and diffbrent places of England, to ctmdnet the 
t^;ular and orderly manner. Two tfairdi 
of all Roman eatholica were, by the 
ordinance, included in the seqnestraticMi. And, 
the conitraction and conduct of these committer 
oountiei, sod whether their mauner if 
I in truth "r^ular and orderly," die 
lestion would seem to lum. 

Of thdr general character, some idea may be formed 

a few of the chief names that are to be found in til 

them. Lord Fairfax, for example ; his son, dc 

ihomas, Ae great general ; the resolule, hut moat just, 

die Tirtuous Himpden ; the witty and good' 

imoiired Mulen; the gallant Blake; the mild, and, 

his own showing, the mercy loving Hollie f !) ; the 

irmalandscrapulousWhitelocke; Widdrington, Staple- 

n, Gerrard ; and others of poailiDn as high, and tl 

Ives as unquestioned. Of their manner of proceed- 

it alio happens moat fortunately, that we have erv- 

■e yet more decisive. Their absolute ree<Hd8, Bup- 

In, HollU Hjri, " Vow 1 appeal to d 

liund in nuking all Ihoie p«na] oc*- 

, . ID higli for compiiiillon*, » iDinanK 

(U miklniacw trHuni, and UttlE Uiingi to be capital crims ; 

- '' " — «fv, ftea mim, quettLon, anil feir or kiooe wm 

- '- ■" ■■— i. Wlut commlttefs wen «l 
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p<Med for tome time to have been lost^ have of late 
been moBt happily recovered^ and are deposited in the 
state-paper o£Sice. They consist of several hundred 
volumes^ which exhilnt not merely the names of the 
delinquents and catholics through the kingdom^ with 
the particulars and value of their respective properties^ 
but also the nature of the acts of delinquency severally 
charged against them^ by which each person was brought 
within the scope of some or other of the provisions of 
the several ordinances. To these are added, the grounds 
upon jrhich the alleged delinquents ask to be admitted 
to compound (for all those in whose case there were 
any mitigating circumstances, were allowed to pay a 
fine for tb^ir indiscretions, instead of losing their entire 
levenue) ; the depositions of witnesses eicamined as to 
the truth of these statements ; and the reasons for in* 
demnity or allowances in respect to particular itemsy 
offered by the different claimants ; together with the 
entire proceedings upon each man's forfeiture or corn* 
poflition. It is not thus, the historian of the common- 
wealth may well observe, that acts of wanton spoliation 
and violence are conducted. He adds, with good reason, 
that, however severe was the execution of these ordi« 
nances of sequestration, all was proceeded in r^ularly, 
with the forms of justice, and imder sanction of the 
veneraUe name of law.* The right of appeal was 
given to every one who found himself aggrieved; a 
light perpetually exercised, and, therefore, we may be 
well assured, not nugatory or fruitless. All the money 
raised under these ordinances was strictly required to be 
paid into the hands of the treasurers at Guildhall, from 
whence it was again issued for the pay and subsistence 
of the army, and for such other uses as the parliament 
should direct. With these statements the whole subject 
may be confidently left to an honest and impartial 
judgment.t 

* Godwin's Commonwealth, voL UL p. 496, 4961 

t The onljract in theseconS«cationi which seemstometodecerveuifpart 
of the extreme cen«ure applied to thera was the tale of the earljof Craven's 
estate. Though the earl had been out of England during the war, his estate 
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Passing from the salgect of finance to those liigher 
questions which involve the freedom and independence 
of man, the claims of these famous statesmen to eternal 
gratitude and honour hecome ^apparent indeed. They 
settled^ upon a hasis never to he disputed more^ the rig^ 
of every Englishman, in aU grades of life, to his writ of 
habeas carpus; hy the exercise of which, if on any pre- 
tence cast into prison, he could demand to be brought 
before the judges of the land, to ascertain the cause of 
his imprisonment ; if with any charge of crime accused, 
he could insist that the accusation against him should 
be put into the way of trial with all convenient speed; 
or, supposing no satisfactory answer were given in 
either case, he had then the great privilege of insisting 
upon his right to immediate liberation.* 

Scarcely less important than this was their settlement 
of the tenure by which the judges — arbiters of law 
between man and man, of justice between sovereign 
and subject — should in all time to come hold their 
solemn office. The condition of the old and corrupt 
system, durante bene placito, was overthrown by the 
introduction of letters patent with the stipulation of 
quamdiu se bene gesserint The working of the old 
system, thus beneficially changed for ever, is aptly de- 
scribed by Neal, in his "History of the Puritans." 
** The judges," he says, '^ were generally of a stamp, 
that, instead of upholding the law as the defence and 
security of the subjects' privileges, they set it aside on 
every little occasion, distinguishing between a rule of 
law and a rule of government. They held their places 
during the king's pleasure ; and, when the prerogative 

was sold, on the ground of his having had personal correspondence with 
Charles Stuart abroad. This was An indefensible action ; but it is just to 
remember, that this was an action not only undefended, but strenuously 
opposed, by many of the most virtuous and eminent members of the house. 
The division was a singularly narrow one; the majority which carried the 
confiscation and sale was two <mly, and Vane, always on the side of kind- 
ness and humanity, was teller for the minority. Haselris (who a|ipesrs 
for the majority), and the less considerate politiciansof the house, unwisdy 
and unjustly, 6ut there is no reason to believe dishonestly, carried their potitf 
thus closely against him.— See Journals^ SSd qfJune, 1652. 

• This habeas corpus enactment formed the mam part of the act fbr 
teking away the star-chamber. 
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was to be stretched in any particular instance^ Land 
would send for their opinions beforehand^ to give the 
greater sanction to the proceedings of the council and 
the star-chamber^ by whom they were often put in 
mind^ that^ if they did not do the king's business to 
satisfaction^ they would be remoyed." * 

With the destruction of that infamous power^ a me- 
morable lesson was taught for ever. One of the judges^ 
who had debased himself by trampling law and justice 
under his feet^ was publicly dragged from the bench he 
had degraded^ and^ still clad in his soiled and spotted 
ermine^ was taken through the open streets to prison.t 
And as with lawyers who had overthrown law, so also 
with bishops who had corrupted religion. All ranks^ 
including royalty itself^ were made amenable to Truth, 
and bowed perforce before it The crown was for all time 
to come restrained from arbitrary taxation ; all irregular 
or despotic practices against property or freedom were 
abolished j; ; every state criminal, imjust monopolist, 
fraudulent patentee, were unshrinkingly struck down ; 
* and in the bill for triennial parliaments, and other mea- 
sures, which were afterwards lost for a time in the un- 
expected results of the war, the shattered fabric of the 
old constitution of limited monarchy was consolidated 
and restored. 

The next great act to be specially commemorated has 
been described by Blackstone as '* a greater acquisition 
to the civil property of the kingdom than even magna 
charta itself/' § This was the abolition of the court 
of wards, and of all those tenures which were the 
subject of its jurisdiction. Wardship was a part of 
the old feudal system. All landed property, according 

• Book iL cap. UL 

f This WM sir Robert Berkeley. See Whitelocke, p. 39. : the life of 
. Pym, p. 140. 

X The act they pasted against impressment elicits the unqualified praise 
of Hallam (Const. Hist. vol. iL p. 177.)i and the famous enactment in their 
tonnage and poundage bill is well known : — ^ '* that it is and hath been the 
ancient right of the subjects of this realm, that no subsidy, custom, impost, 
or other charge whatsoever, ought or may be laid or imposed Qpon any 
merchandise exported or imported by subjects, denizens, or aliens, without 
common consent in parliament" 

^ Commentaries, book ii. cap. 5. 

vol.. VII. I 



L 



lutt ayBteiD, iegan with t&e king. He distribaied 

domalDB among his feudal tenants, or, in other 
■ds, the officers of bis army, and they in return «ae 
iged to serve him in hia wars with a stipulated 
Dber of followers. But in this obligation it wis 
ilied, that the tenant in chief should be capable of 
ilary service. There were two cases where tim 
Id not happen : first, where the heir was a femtk, 

secondly, was a minor. It became, therefore, the 
iblished law under this system, that the king could 
Mse of die female heir in marriage as he pleased, 
. that be received the whole produce of the estate 
ing a minority. It ia easy to see how thici preroga- 
• would be abused. " It was intended merely to pre- 
t the damage the king might sustain by the loss of 

stipulated military service. It grew into a resource 
which he might feed the rapacity of hia hungry 
rUers. To an idle and inaimiating favourite be had 

undisputed prerogative of giving a great heiress in 
rriage ; or to an individual of that character he 
j;ht give the wardahip of a minor, in consequence of 
ich the receiver entered into absolute possession of 

produce of an eatate, with no other duty ia return, 
D that he must provide in some nay for the subsist- 
e and education of the heir." * And as the uses of 

court of wards had grown into such groas abuse, 
the military servieea tbemeelvea, out of which it rose, 
1 long, as the feudal system gradu^y declined, been 
ipounded and exchanged for a different species < ~ 
meat, though still under the same name and pretence, 
I rendered sources of cruelty, tyranny, and oppression 
ivery kind of shape. 

3oth enormities were struck down together by the 
lers of the long parliament. A resolution of tim 
ise, dated the 24th of February, 1646, declared that 

court of wards, and all tenures by homage and 
ght'a service, with al! fines, hcences, srizures, par* 
IS for alienation, and other charges arising froin eucji 
* Ooiiria'i CammDnwHUb, voL UL p. 900. 
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tenures^ should from that day he taken away. Crom- 
well found this resolution on the journals in the pro- 
tectorate^ and prudently turned it into a regular act of 
parliament^ which^ with additional clauses^ was re- 
enacted after the restoration. Blackstone remarks^ of 
the various henefits conferred hy this law^ that^ in its 
indirect operation, '^ it opened a wider door to the power 
of bequeathing property generally than had previously 
subsisted. By a statute of flenry VI 11.^ sdl persons 
were empowered to bequeath two thirds of their lands 
held in feudal tenure, and the whole of such as were 
not subjected to such services; and the present law, 
abolishing all such tenures^ gSLve, by consequence, an un- 
limited power to the possessor of landed property, under 
certain restrictions, to dispose of the whole by will as he 
pleased." * 

Their lioble efforts in the great cause of religious 
toleration claim grateful mention next. They first es. 
tablished in the policy of the state, that greatest human 
privilege, that every man should be free to worship God 
according to the dictates of his conscience. Enactments 
followed as a natural consequence, that, whenever a 
certain number of men agreed to worship their maker 
after a given mode, they should consider themselves at 
liberty to choose their own preacher and officers to 
their churches, and to arrange, without interference or 
molestation, all their selected ceremonies and forms. 

Mr. Godwin has selected from the journals of the 
house of commons t the chief legislative provisions on 
this subject. The most remarkable appears to have 
been an act of the 27th of September, l650, which re- 
pealed various acts of Elizabeth, whose professed object 
had been to establish throughout England an uniform- 
ity of religious faith and worship. The. chief of these 
acts were, 1 Elizabeth, chapter 2., commonly called the 
act of uniformity; and 23 Elizabeth, chapter I., and 35 
Elizabeth, chapter 1.; each of them entitled *^An Act for 

* Blackstone, book ii. chap. £3. Godwin, vol. iU. p. 503. 

t Vol m. p. SO*. 
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retaining the Queen's Subjects in their due Obedience. 
The last of thene is the most memorable. It ordains, 
among other things^ that whoever shall he convicted 
before a magistrate of absenting himself (or herself) 
from the established church for one month shall be 
detained in prison till he conforms ; or^ if after three 
months he persists in his nonconformity^ shall be re. 
quired to abjure the realm of £ngland, and shall trans- 
port himself out of the country accordingly ; or lastly, 
if he refuses to abjure, or, abjuring, does not transport 
himself, or, having departed the realm, shall return, 
shall be a(]yudged a felon, and shall suffer accordingly. 
All these gross provisions disappeared before the wiser 
and more humane policy of the independent leaders of 
our great parliament, who provided a full toleration* 
for every form of religion, with the exception of prelacy, 
necessarily excluded by its political tendencies, and 
popery, which Vane and a few others had, however, 
struggled hard to procure the toleration of also.f 

* This toleration, of course, did not interfere with the revenues of the 
church, out of which every^ minister, duly appointed to a living, received 
the income thereto belonging. 

f Dr. Lingard mentions a petition from catholic recusants, presented to 
the house on the SOth of June, 1652, in which they solicit such indulgence 
** as might be thought consistent with the public peace, and their c<Mnf<Ht- 
able subsistence in their native country. * The petition, says Lingaid, 
** was read ; sir Harry Vane spoke in its favour ; but the house was deaf 
to the voice of reason and humanity." Vane's equally generous and gal- 
lant, but more successful, exertions in behalf of Biddle, the father of Engltsh 
unitarians, have been related in this work ; but Mr. Godwin has a remark 
on the motives of the men who opposed Vane on these points which should 
not, in fairness, be omitted. SpeaJking of the circumstance of Biddle, alter 
his first release, being again committed by an order signed ** John Bnd> 
shaw," he thus proceeds : -- ** We are told that Biddle was recalled, and 
once more committed to custody, by an order from Bradshaw, whom Bid- 
die's biographer designates as his mortal enemy. What is the preoie 
truth on the subject I have not been able to discover. If he were cma- 
mitted by a warrant flrom Bradshaw, it is very probable that this atatesnan 
signed it officially only, as president of the council. But I have not been 
able to trace such a warrant in the order books. If it were in any respect 
the personal act of Bradshaw, however much we may regret that he ahcnild 
have differed in this particular fVom his illustrious coadjutor. Vane, wIm 
had * learned to know both spiritual power and civil, what each means, 
what severs each, which few have done,' yet U is bttt iust that vue sA«mW 
distinguish between one species qf persecutor and another. Xhe episowa- 
lians and the presbyterians persecuted, having for their object religioas 
uniformity, and being determined, to the extent of their power, that only 
one creed should be known through the land. Bradshaw, if he were a 
persecutor, certainly agreed with his brother independents in a fr<!e allow- 
ance of varieties of religious opinion, and had no wish to enslave the 
energies of mind to a vain effbrt after uniformity, but had the mcahmrtt is 
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The limits they imposed to this system of toleration 
will scarcely find favour in many eyes ; but it is just to 
« give them here^ with the remark, that various circum- 
stances of the time had rendered them well-nigh 
needful. A bill was passed in l651^ with a view to 
correct certain extravagancies in the professors of re- 
ligion. There was a sect who had taken to them- 
selves the name of ranters. The parliament appointed 
a committee to consider of the suppression of the '' ob- 
scene^ licentious^ and impious practices " used by 
these persons. A law was, in consequence^ made for 
the " punishment of atheistical^ blasphemous^ and ex- 
ecrable opinions." The crimes condemned by this 
act are^ — for any person^ not under the influence of 
sickness or distraction, to affirm of him or herself, or of 
any other mere creature^ that he is God; or that the 
acts of uncleanness and the like are not forbidden by 
God ; or that lying, stealings and fraud, or murder^ 
adultery, fornication, sodomy, drunkenness, profane 
swearing, and lascivious talk, are in their own nature as 
holy and righteous as the duties of prayer, preaching, or 
thanksgiving ; or that there is no such thing as unrighte- 
ousness and sin, but as a man or woman judges thereof. 
The punishment of these crimes is, for the first oflence> 
six months' imprisonment ; and for any subsequent con. < 
viction, to abjure the dominions of the commonwealth; 
and^ in case of return, to suffer death as a fe^n. The 
only qualification of the severity is^ that the party shall 
be indicted within six months of his having committed 
the alleged offence*, — a provision which serves weU to 
show the still prevailing sense of equity and fairness 
which presided over what would seem the harshest 
measures of these statesmen. 

Their acts of toleration in matters of religion were 
at the same time accompanied with a declared resolution, 

he Mhocked at what he thought hloiphemous opinfons, and to hold it hit duty 
try the civil arm to counteract so dire a contagion." Biddle wa« finally aet 
tree in February, 1652. I have elsewhere urged what fairly rests in exte- 
nuation of the non.toleranoe of popery, in the memoirs of Eliot and Pym. 
* Godwin*! Commonwealth, vol iii. pi 507, 506. 
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adopted from one of the army petitions^ that, while they 
were favourable to liberty of conscience^ they did not 
desire that the least indulgence should be shown to 
licentiousness or profaneness. And accordingly a bill 
was brought in^ in the beginning of 1651, and shortly 
after passed into a law^ for the suppression of incest, 
adultery^ and fornication. The punishment of the two 
former, an exception being made of the case of a 
woman whose husband should have been three yean 
absent, (adultery in this act is understood to relate to a 
woman in the state of marriage,) was ordered to be 
death. And the punishment of fornication was three 
months' imprisonment. Every keeper of a brothel was 
also made liable, for the first offence, to be whipped 
and branded, and, for the second, to suffer death as a 
felon.* When these acts were passed, however. Vane 
and Marten both predicted, in opposition to them, that 
the severity of the punishment would defeat the pur- 
pose of the law — a prediction confirmed so fully that, 
m consequence of Marten's continued agitation of the 
subject, the severities were afterwards relaxed. 

And be it not forgotten, in this detail, that measures 
of law reform, to a very large and various extent, were in 
deliberation at the period of Cromwell's act of tyranny. 
They had passed, on the 8th of November, l651, « 
memorable measure, which was understood to be only the 
forerunner of several others f, that the books of law 
already written and in force should be translated into 
English X ; that all law books in future should be writ- 
ten in English ; and that all law proceedings should be 
conducted in the English language.§ What would have 
followed in furtherance of their great design on this head, 

♦ Godwin, vol. iii p. 506. 

t See Journals of May 10. November £2. 1651. 'Whiteloeke, p. Ifll 
Lingard's History, vol. xi. p. 175. 

X The exact terms of the resolution were, " That all report books of tiie 
resolution of judges, and other books of the law of England, shall be tnu»> 
lated into the English tongue; and all writs, processes, and returns tbcfeeC 
pleadings, rules, orders, indictments, injunctions, certificates, patents, vti 
all acts, deeds, and proceedings whatsoever, shall be only in the Engllsfc 
tongue, in the ordinary usual hand, and not in court hand.** 

^ On this question (which, before it was carried, provoked a ** very Isiv 
and smart debate ;" in which debate, we are likewise told, many *' &ptAt in 
derogation and dishonour of law," and the necessity of its refonD)Wlute> 
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(i^requently declared^ in emphatic phrase^) to make the law 
more simple^ and^ by means of a better promulgation^ 
to abridge its powers of ensnaring the people who were 
called on to obey it^ was checked by their forcible disper- 
sion to be again resumed^ indeed^ as we shall see^ by the 
next assemblage of men who sat in their house; but only 
to be again arrested^ by a second dispersion of legislators^ 
who refused to be made the direct tools of tyranny. 

locke delivered a speech on the origin and character of the English laws, 
vindicating their Saxon birth flrom the reproach of having been Imposed 
upon the land by William the Norman, which, for its singularly argu. 
mentative character, and wonderAil minuteness of research, must always 
be considered a stupendous monument of antiquarian and legal learning. 
He concluded thus — the entire speech may be found in his own memorials, 
p. 460—465. : — '* But, Mr. Speaker, if I have been tedious, I humbly a<k 
your pardon : and have the more hopes to obtain it from so many worthy 
English gentlemen, when that which I have said was chiefly in vindication 
of their own native laws, unto which 1 held myself the more obliged by 
the duty of my profession ; and I account it an honour to me to be a lawffer. 
As to the debate and matter of the act now before you, I have delivered 
no opinion against it ; nor do I think it reasonable that the generality qfthe 
people of Etwland thould^ by an implicit faith, depend upon the knowledge 
qf others in Mat which concerns them most t^tUL It was the Romish policy 
to keep them in ignorance of matters pertaining to their soul's health ; let 
them not be in ignorance of matters pertaining to their bodies, estates, and 
all their worldly comfort It is not unreasonable that the law should be in 
that language which may best be understood by those whose lives and for- 
tunes are subject to it, and are to be governed by it Moses read all the 
laws openly before the people in their mother tongue. God directed him 
to write it, and to expound it to the people in their own native language, 
thtst what concerned their lives, liberties, and estates, miglU be made knmon 
unto them in the most perspicuous way. The laws of the eastern nations 
were in their proper tongue ; the laws at Constantinople were in Greek : 
at Rone in Latin : in France, Spain, Germany, Sweden, Denmark, and 
other nations, their laws are published in their native idiom. For our own 
country, there is no man that can read the Saxon character but may find 
the laws of your ancestors yet extant in the English tongue. Duke Wil- 
liam himself commanded tne laws to be proclaimed in English, that none 
might pretend ignorance of them. It was the judgment of the parliament, 
36 £dw«rd III., that pleadings should be in English ; and in the reigns of 
those kings, when our statutes were enrolled in French and English, yet 
then the sheriA in their several counties were to proclaim them in English. 
I shall conclude with a complaint of what I have met with abroad from 
tome military persons ; nothing but scoff's and invectives against our law, 
and threats to take it away ; but the law is above the reach of those wea- 
pons which, at one time or another, will return upon those that use them. 
Solid arguments, strong reasons, and authorities, are more fit for conftit- 
ation of any error, and satisfaction of different judgments. When the em- 
peror took a bishop in complete armour in a battle, he sent the armour to 
the pope with this word, Harceine sunt vestesfllH tui f so may I say to those 
Mntiemen abroad as to their railings, taunts, and threats, against the law, 
H^ecine sitnt argumenta horum antinomianorum f They will be found of 
no force, but recoiling arms. Nor is it ingenuous or prudent for English. 
men to deprave their birthright — the laws of their own country. But to 
•return to the matter in debate : 1 can find neither strangeness, nor foresee 
great inconvenience, by passing this act ; and therefore, if the house shall 
think flt to have the questicm put for the passing of it, I am ready to give 
my aflArmative.*' 
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Finally^ it be comes us to speak of the strictly adminis- 
trative genius of these statesmen^ dispersed by Crom- 
well and his muskets as idle and incapable ! undean 
birds^ that had^ by insolent success^ been unfairly perched 
upon fortune's top ! slugs^ that preyed upon the vitals 
of the commonwealth ! 

History^ even as history is commonly written^ has 
not dared to dispute that^ during the whole period of 
their supremacy, they upheld with unceasing dignity 
and spirit the national honour. They made the arms 
of England the terror of the world abroad, as they had 
made the engines of their government the terror of 
enemies at home ; and it was from them, and from 
them alone, that Cromwell inherited the respect and 
awe of the whole continent of Europe. They had 
declared that they would not rest till they bad vindi- 
cated and asserted the ancient right of their country 
to the sovereignty of the seas ; nor did they rest till it 
was done. They sought even to interest the common- 
est people in this proud achievement, and with that 
view circulated, by thousands, a tran^ation, made at 
their expense and suggestion, of Selden's Mare Clausum, 
seu, Dominio Maris,* This alone would declare them 

* Marchamont Needbam wa« the translator, and the book was published, 
by special command, in November, 1652. In an admirable dedicaticm to 
the ** Parliament of the Commonwealth of England," the translator, after 
observing that ** it is a gallant sight to see the sword and pen in victorious 
equipage together ; for this subdues the souls of men by reason, that only 
their bodies by force," thus spiritedly proceeds : — " What true Englidi 
heart will not swell, when it shall be made clear and evident (as in this 
book) that the sovereignty of the seas, flowing about this island, hath, in 
all times whereof there remains any written testimony, both before the 
old Roman invasion, and since, under every revolution, down, to the pre- 
sent age, been held and acknowledged by ul the world as an inseparaUe 
appendant of the British empire ; and that, by virtue thereof, the kings of 
England .successively have had the sovereifp guard of the seas ; that they 
have imposed taxes and tributes upon all ships passing and fishing theron ; 
that they have obstructed and opened the passage thereof to strangers, at 
their own pleasure, and done all other things that may testify an absofaite 
sea dominion ; —what English heart, I say, can consider these things, toge- 
ther with the Ute actings of the Netherlanders, set forth in your public de> 
claration, and not be inflamed with an indignation answerable to tbdr 
insolence, that these people, raised out of the dust at first into a state of 
liberty,- and at length to a high degree of power and felicity, by the arms 
and benevolence of England, — that they, who, in times past, durst never 
enter our seas to touch a herring, without licence first obtained by petition 
trom the governor of Scarborough castle, should now presume to itxYade 
them with armed fleets, and, by a most unjust war, bid defiance to the 
united powers of these three nations.** 
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HO ordinary or selfish men. They were the authors^ too^ 
be it remembered^ of the famous navigation act*^ after- 
wards passed into our statute books as one of the grandest 
sources of England's unrivalled commercial greatness^ and 
only recently abandoned for those more philosophical views 
of trade it was chiefiy instrumental in producing. They 
projected also^ and went far towards accomplishing^ the 
union between Scotland and England.t They placed 
in their service men of the greatest genius^ in various 

* The preamble to this act (paHed on the 9th of October, 1651) was 
short, but most expressive. It runs thus : — ** For the increase of the ship- 
ping and encouragement of the navigation of this nation, which, under the 
good providence and protection of God, is so great a means of the welfare 
and safety of this commonwealth, be it enacted.*' Dr. Harris gives the 
following summary, flrom Scobell's collections, of the clauses in this famous 
act. They are " that no goods shall be imported flrom Asia, AfHca, or 
America but in English ships, under the penal^ of forfeiture of the said 
goods and ships : nor from any part of Europe, except in such vessels as 
belong to the people of that country of which the goods are the growth or 
manufacture, under the like penalty : that no salt fish, whale-fins, or oil, 
should be imported, but what were caught or made by the people of Eng- 
land : nor no salt fish to be exported, or carried from one port to another 
in this nation, but in English vessels, under the like penalty : but commo- 
dities from the Levant seas, the East Indies, the ports of Spain or Portugal, 
might be imported fh>m the usual ports or places of trading used hereto, 
fore, though the said commodities were not the very growth of the said 
places. The act did not extend to bullion or prize goods, nor to silk or silk 
wares, brought by land from Italv to Ostend, Amsterdam, Newport, Rot- 
terdam, Middlebui^h, provided the owners and proprietors, bemg of the 
English commonwealth, first made oath by themselves, or other credible 
witnesses, that the goods were bought with the proceed of English commo- 
dities, sold either for money or in buter.** It is worth adding what sir Josias 
Child says of the act in his celebrated work on trade. '* The act of naviga- 
tion," he remari^ ** deserves to be called our charta maritima. ...For my 
own part,** he adds, " I am of opinion that, in relation to trade, shipping, 
profit, and power, it is one of the choicest and most prudent acts that ever 
was made in England ; and without which we had not now been owners of 
one half of the shipping, nor trade, nor employed one half of the seamen, 
which we do at present" 

f The proceedings towards accomplishing this great design have been 
partially described in' the Life of Vane. I will give here, however, a curious 
passage from the writings of Dr. Oumble respecting it, because it bears 
emphatic testimony to the eminent merits of the statesmen (though it 
gives an odd reason for them), and is surely most valuable when the time 
at which it was written, ana the gross prejudices of the writer, are all 
taken into account. ** The English pretended commonwealth,** he says, 
** having reduced the whole nation of Scotland and Ireland, they having a 
great cairn of peace and tranquillity, they fell upon a project (though prac- 
tised by usuipers, and men who nad great fears, because of their great 
crimes, and of much care and diligence, becatue of their future danger to 
be brought to a>ndign putUshmen^ to unite all the three nations into one 
government, and to meet in one parliament, a work which they did effect 
bv the present advantages of conquest, and by a pretended consent of some 
elected deputies : this union being a work which king James, of blessed 
memory, set on foot, and renewed by our gracious sovereign, king Charles 
II. (whom God direct to the conclusion) ; an affkir that would as much tend 
to the peace and public security of all the three nations as any other design 
that can be imagined.*' 
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departments of the state^ that, since their day, have been 
produced by our nation ; they patronised, without ceas- 
ing, literature and learned men ; they declared, on 
assuming power, that they would neither write to other 
states, nor receive answers, but in the tongue which was 
common to all countries, and fittest to record greit 
things, the subject of future history. They first em- 
ployed, in the service of £ngland, the thoughts and dte 
pen of Milton, even in that day the greatest of her 
living children ; they presented a thousand pounds to 
him on the publication of his *^ Answer to Salmasius;" 
they appointed him Latin secretary to the common-' 
wealth ; they gave him the means of entertaining foreign 
ministers on their arrival in England, and of welcoming 
first, at his own table though at the public charge, the 
visits of eminent strangers who brought with them the 
reputation of wisdom or of learning.* They showed, 
in like manner, true respect for whatever had a good 
and legitimate object : they enriched the universities, 
and, having voted a resolution against the principle of 
tithes, they placed upon a most equal and commendable 
footing the revenues of the clergy of the 6tate.f Cer- 

* Toland says, on this point,'that Milton ** was allowed a weekly table hf 
the parliament, for the entertainment of foreign ministers, especially sudt 
as came flrom protestant states, and for the learned ; which allowance was 
afterwards continued by Cromwell." 

t The bishops, it is known, were at an early period excluded from tbe 
house of lords ; but it was not till October 9th, 1646, that an ordinance of 
both houses abolished their office, and settled their lands and posseasioBs 
upon trustees, for the use of the commonwealth. A second ordinance, 
bearing date tne Srd of October, 1648, ordered **the trustees to give war. 
rants to the treasurers for the issuing out and paying of the rents and rerc^ 
nues of parsonages, impropriate tithes, oblations, obventions, penskmi, 
portions of tithes^ parsonages, and vicarages, as have been or shaObe 
received by the said treasurers, and have not otherwise been disposed tit 
for the maintenance of ministers, to such person or persons respectivdf 
to whom the said rents and revenues have been or shall be ordered or as. 
signed by the committee for plundered ministers, for augmentation of 
maintenance for officiating in any church or chapel in England and Walei." 
This was the last enactment on the subject previous to tbe cotnmonweidth. 
We observe, however, that on tbe 50th of April, 1649, an act was passed 
** for the abolishing of deans and chapters, canons, prebends, and otiia 
'officers and titles, of or belonging to any cathedral or collegiate church or 
chapel within England or Wales." The plea put forth in the preamble to 
this bill was the very sufficient one of necessity— nor, Indeed, a plea at all un- 
reasonable when all the circumstances are considered. *' Having serioosly 
weighed, " say its enactors, ** the necessity of raising a present supfrfy of 
money for the present safety of this commonwealth, and finding that their 
other securities are not satisfactory to lenders, nor sufficient to raise so 
considerable a sum as will be necessary for the said service, are n ccc a aitt teA 
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tain it is^ moreover^ that in all thej applied themselvea 
to (their object in all, even when mistaken most, being 
still the advancement of the welfare of England) they 
distinguished themselves by indefatigable perseverance 
and unwearying toil.* And then, to crown^and con<* 
♦■ ..I — — — .^.^— ^— ^__— ^— __.^_^_^.^___________^-____^^^ 

to aell the lands of the deans and chapters, for the paying of public debts, 
and for the raising of 900,00CUL for the present supply of the pressing neces- 
sities of the conunon wealth, do enact,'* &c. These lands, it should be men- 
tioned, at the same time, notwithstanding the urgent necessity, were not to 
be sold under twelve years' purchase, though the lands of the bishops had 
been allowed to be sold for ten : not a l^d price, considering the high 
Interest of money, at this time about eight per cent., and recollecting the 
possibility also of the lands being one time or other reclaimed by their 
former possessors. I now come to the equal and sufficient revenues alluded 
to in the text. Out of the lands thus appointed to be sold, a subsequent 
act of the 8th of June, 1649, excepted expressly ** all tithes appropriate, 
oblations, obventions, portions of tithes appropriate, of or belonging to the 
archbishops, bishops, deans, and deans and chapters, all which, together 
with 20,000/. yearly rent, formerly belonging to the crown of England, the 
commons thought fit to be settled for a competent maintenance of preacning 
ministers, where it was wanting, in England and Wales." This competent 
maintenance was IQOL a year, equally awarded to the state preachers. 
Nothing, at the same time, was tucen flrom the rectories, which, whatever 
their revenue might be, were preserved entire. This system, founded on 
Justice and common sense, worked admirably ; nor, it maybe safely added, 
will any church, whether voluntary or of the state, work to the satisfaction 
of its ministers, or of the people it should be designed to benefit, till it is 
.taken flrom the temptation of too much wealth on the one hand, and the 
degradation of too much poverty on the other. What I have said in the 
text on the subject of the universities claims a concluding word. One of 
the enactments supplementary to the forgoing ordered, " That the tnis. 
tees, in whose hands the dean and chapter lands were vested for the use of 
the public, shall, from time to time, pay. out of the above-mentioned 
S0,000/., SOOO/L yearly, for the increase of the maintenance of the master, 
ships of colleges in both universities, where maintenance is wanting, regard 
being to be had unto the number of houses of learning in each university 
that are fit to have an increase of maintenance ; and to make an assignment 
of maintenance unto them accordingly, provided it do not exceed 100/. 
per annum to any one of them.** Nor was this bounty ill rewarded. The 
names of Cudworth, Whichoott, Wilkins, and many others, bear witness 
to the quality of intellect the universities of the commonwealth produced ; 
— men who educated and gave to the world the Tillotsons and Barrows. 
As to the general patronage bestowed by the statesmen on literature and, 
learned men, it is only UMdAil to add to the names of Milton, Needham, 
and others, those of Marvel and the two Parkers. I had well nigh for. 

Sotten to state, too, that on the 18th of June, 1651, a committee appointed 
J these accomplished and truly *' liberal" statesmen reported in favour of 
the endowment qf a third university in Durham^ out of the overgrown 
wealth of the chapter lands. The project, we shall see, was revived in the 
protectorate. Even Mr. Hallam (generally unjust, I r^et to say, to these 
great men) can say of this that it '* was a design of great importance to 
education and literature in this country." 

* Not long after the first meeting of this famous assembly of men, we 
find that above forty committees were appointed to investigate and prepare 
so many different subjects for the consideration of the house of commons ; 
and as these committees upon an average consisted of twenty persons, and 
sometimes of double that number, almost every member must be supposed 
to have been upon some committee, and the same member was often upon 
several. The .house usually sat in the morning, the committees in the 
evening. The larger committees had a power of appointing sub.comxnit< 
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nimmate the fame of these lasting things, which ihall 
mrel; be held tupreme abore their temporary eiron, 
ley were on the point of giring a just charter of repie- 
ntatiTe fnncblBe to the great body of the nation, 
hen they fell beneath the Tioknce of Cromwell 
Was that fall merited ? Does the pka of necesaity 
>ld good f Had these men rendered themaelves Eud- 
:nly incapable of the trast of goTemment they had 
ild so long, by insolent assertiona of tindue power, 
id selfish preferences of their own ends before tlie 
elfare and the good of England, when Cromwell, 
leaking the voice of the people, doomed them to dis- 
irsion and contempt, as an expiation of their ain ? 
heir actions are now before the reader ; their erron 
ive not been concealed ; and by the result of both 
t them be finally and fairly judged. It ia onr duty 
present to follow Cromwell's fortunes in the new 
enes opened to his vast ambition. Means will thus be 
fered in abundance of determining how far the result 
stiSed the outrage of the 30th of April, and whether 
I author then executed the righteous sentence of the 
ition, or merely practised on its weakness and divi- 
ms. With all Ote strange indifference, or, rather, as it 
ay be better termed, the suspense between anger and 
ipe, by which that outrage seemed to have half re- 
ired the popidar sanction, there was yet enough of 
e elements of good in our countrymen to render it 
edfol that still under the show, and by the pretences 
parliamentary authority, should despotism efifect iu 
ifty march upon them. But this is anticipating what 
ill soon rereal itself, in a political lesson of' no indif- 
rent value. It will speedily be manifest whether the 
ign of sunts was a more practicable thing than the 
ign of statesmen, and whether the last was indeed a 
ilure, since the first achieved success. It will also be 

sde evident under which anomalous authority the 

irliament or the protectorate — the people of England 
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enjoyed most freedom. Let the palm be given to that 
which only has deserved best^ — when some proof is offered 
that under it the people were better governed ; that by 
its means our England had increased in wealth at home 
and honour abroad; that vice was trampled under foot; 
that property was protected ; that personal and political 
liberty were enjoyed ; and^ in one word^ that this author- 
ity^ which claims to be remembered with our greatest 
respect, had discountenanced all possible revival of ser- 
vile thoughts and royalist vices in the new republic, and 
promoted only the growth of popular intelligence, of 
sobriety, and virtue. 

Be it, then, once more remembered, before pro- 
ceeding to these means of final judgment, that Crom- 
well, by a peculiar combination of circumstances, most 
rare in the history of usurpers, had been able to 
overthrow the government of the commonwealth, not 
.in its hour of weakness or decay, but at what seemed 
to be the '^highest point of all its glory." The 
Dutch were virtually subdued * ; the Portuguese and 
the Danes had humbled themselves to England ; and 
with all the other powers of Europe the leaders of the 
commonwealth were at peace. They were in sole pos- 
session of the Spanish trade, and were gradually, though 
slowly, diminishing the burdens of the people. They 
had given safety, at least, to each man's home, and 
commerce was once more lifting up its he(id through- 
out the country. On the day of their dissolution there 
were upwards of 500,000/. in the public treasury, and 

* So completely were many parties at a lou to fathom the first induce, 
ment of Cromwell to assault the parliament at such an hour, that a story 
became very current at the time, that, immediately ajfter filake's last vic- 
tory over the Dutch, the ffreat loss of the latter had ** so sensibly aflFbcted 
the states of Holland and west Friexeland, that they despatched letters t0 
the English parliament, to endeavour, after some means, for putting an 
end to this cruel war. This negotiation had no elSect, though it was partL. 
cularly promoted by general Cromwell himself, who was very desirous to 
have a peace concluded. The states had oflTered to acknowledge the En. 
glish sovereignty of the British seas, and to pay 300,000/. to the English 
commonwealth ; but, finding this was not likely to succeed, they applied 
themselves (as we are told; more directly to general Cromwell, promising 
him vast sums if he would venture to depose and dissolve the parliament/* 
This is told in a life of the lord protector not at all inimical to Crom. 
well. 
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the yalue of 700>000/. in the magazines ; thdr power at 
sea was giving law to the world, and they had refused 
900,000/. a year for the customs and excise.* Finally, 
they had then resolved to submit their stewardship to 
the judgment of the nation ; to test, by new institu. 
tions, the capacity of the people for republican goveni. 
ment ; and to stand or fall by the result. Bishop War. 
burton, in a few celebrated words, has stated the nutter 
as we may now be well content to leave it. " Crom- 
well," he says, " seemeth to be distinguished in the 
most eminent manner, with regard to his abilities, from 
all other great and wicked men who have overturned 
the liberties of their country. The times in which 
others succeeded in this attempt were such as saw the 
spirit of liberty suppressed and stifled by a general 
luxury and venality ; but Cromwell subdued his country 
when this spirit was at its height, by a successfol 
struggle against court oppression ; and while it was 
conducted and supported by a set of the greatest 

* Biog. Brit art CromweU, ed. Kippis,To1. iv. p. 525. TheHittoryeT 
lin. Macauley. The author of ** The World's Mistake in Oliver Cromwell' 
^published in 1668) distinctly says, that the prosperity of trade ** appeired 
by the great sums ofibred them for the customs and excise ; 900,000^ a yo' 
being refUsed. The riches of the nation showed itself in the high raiw 
that land and all our native -commodities bore, which are the ceitiii 
marks of opulency. Our honour was made known to all the world b;i 
conquering navy, which had brought the proud Hollanders upon tiieir 
knees, to beg peace of us upon our own conditions, keeping all other na- 
tions in aWe. And, besides these advantages, the public stock wa> 
500,000/. in ready money; the value of 700,000/. in stores; and the wbok 
army in advance, some four, and none under two months ; so that, thoagh 
there might be a debt of near 5000/. upon the kingdom, he met with abort 
twice the value in lieu of it'* This tract was written by Slingsby Betkel, 
and carries considerable authority with it He was the son of sir Waitet 
Bethel, by a sister of the sturdv Jind celebrated cavalier sir Henry SXiagiaf, 
who expiated on the scaffold his love for monarchy. Bethel, who wii 
sheriff of London in 1680, played a conspicuous part in the agitations d 
the popish plot and the exclusion bill; and. as a staunch partisan of ShaAef- 
bury and Monmouth, fell under the terrible lash of Dryden. He is the 
Shimei of '* Absalom and AchitopheL" 

" When two or three were gathered to declaim 
Against the monarch of Jerusalem, 
Shimei was always in the midst of them ; 
And, if they curs'd the king when he was by, 
WoiUd rather curse than break good company. 



M 



If any leisure time he had Arom power, 

Because *t is sin to misemploy an hour,— - 
His business was, by writing, to persuade 
That kings were useless, and a clog to trade.** 
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QENIUSE8 FOR GOVERNMENT THE WORLD EVER SAW 
EMBARKED TOQETHER IN ONE COMMON CAUSE." 

It only remains that the names of these statesmen 
should he placed on record heside this mention of their 
deeds. A list of them was published^ as they re- 
assembled after the death of Cromwell^ and to this^ 
"which follows, I have added such as declined tore- 
assume their seats, or had perished in the intervaL It 
may be held, therefore, very nearly complete ; and em- 
bracing, as it does, the most eminent of the men who 
assembled on the 3d of November, 16'40, and all who 
held their seats between the SOth of January, l649> 
and the 20th of April, l653, the reader has thus before 
him, recollecting the immortal memories of Eliot, Pym, 
and Hampden, and making needful allowance for the 
indifferent or the traitorous among them, the great 
authors of all the legislative triumphs this work has 
recorded, and indeed of all the essential political liberty 
that our country has enjoyed. 

William Lenthall, Speaker. Earl of Salisbury. Philip 
Earl of Pembroke. Philip Lord Viscount Lisle. Edward 
Lord Howard of Escricke. Thomas Lord Halifax. William 
Xiord Monson. Oliver St. John, Lord Chief Justice. John 
Wild, Lord Chief Baron. Lord Commiss. John Lisle. Lord 
Commiss. Bulstrode Whitlocke. Oliver Cromwell, Lord 
General. Henry Ireton, Lieutenant General. Lieutenant 
General Fleetwood. Lieutenant General Ludlow. Major 
General Skippon. Sir Arthur Haselrig. Sir Henry Vane. 
Sir Thomas Wroth. Sir Thomas Walsingham. Sir Henry 
Mildmay. Sir Michael Livesey. Sir Robert Goodwin. Sir 
John Trevor. Sir William Brereton. Sir Thomas Wid- 
drington. Sir Richard Lucy. Sir Francis Russell. Sir John 
Xienthall. Sir William Armine. Sir William Strickland. 
Sir John Bourchier. Sir Gilbert Pickering. Sir Peter 
Wentworth. Sir James Harrington. Edmund Prideaux, 
Attorney- General. Roger HUl, Serjeant at Law. Erasmus 
Earle, Serjeant at Law. Robert Blake. John Jones. James 
Challoner. John Moyle. Thomas Crompton. Christopher 
Martin. Henry Smith. Miles Corbet.- Michael Oldsworth. 
Carew Raleigh. Edward Howard. John Gurdon. John 
Fielder. John ^ry. Thomas Atkin. John Hutchinson. 
Edmund Dunch. Thomas Pury, sen. Thomas Challoner* 
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^William Leman. Edmund Harvey. Henry Marten. Ben- 
jamin Weston. William Heveningham. John Barker. 
George Thomson. Luke Robinson. Gilbert Millington. 
Augustine Garland. Henry Nevile. Robert Andrew. ThomK 
Lister. Peter Brook. John Trenchard. Nathaniel Rich. 
Nicholas Gould. Algernon Sydney. John Lowry. Williim 
Say. JohnSelden. Edward Nevile. JohnWastelL Henry Dar- 
ley. Francis Lassels. William Purefoy. Nicholas LetchmcR. 
Thomas Allen. John Dormer. Francis Rouse. William Cavkf. 
John Nut. Richard Ingoldsby. Cornelius Holland. Edmimd 
Wilde. John Corbet James Ash. John Goodwin. Bicfaird 
Sawley. Herbert Morley. James Nelthorp. Robert Brewster. 
John Dixwell. Thomas Harrison. John Diowns. Jobn 
Anlaby. Simon Meyne. Thomas Scot. George Fleetwooi 
Thomas Pury, jun. William Eyre. Thomas Boone. E^ 
mund West. Robert Reynolds. William White. Richard 
Darley. John Carew. Augustine Skinner. John Dore 
Thomas Birch. Nicholas Love. Philip Smith. ValentiDe 
Wauton. Alexander Popham. Robert Cecill. Isaac Pefr 
nington. John Fag. William Hay. Nathaniel HaUowa 
Thomas Wayte. Henry Arthington. Walter Stricklani 
John Pyne. Thomas Mackworth. Gervas Pigot. Frauds 
Thorp. Robert Bennet. Robert Nicholas. Richard Norton. 
John Stevens. Peter Temple. James Temple. John Weaw. 
Thomas Wogan. Brampton Gurdon. Robert Wallop. V^ 
liam Sydenham. John Bingham. Philip Jones. John 
Palmer. William EUis. 



Cromwell had been some days engaged in the esU. 
blishment of the council of state^ before he described it 
to the nation in his declaration of the 30th of ApiiL' 
It was not an easy matter to establish ; for all li> 
officers thought themselves entitled to have an opinio 
concerning it ; and it was his policy^ for the present, t» 
seem to give them their way. The discussions that en* 
sued were^ accordingly^ highly characteristic. 

Lambert^ and a few of the more worldly of these 
gentlemen, proposed that it should consist of ten mem- 
bers ; Harrison^ and a section of his party^ were for 

* See ante, p. 77. A curious letter, of a few dayi later date, shows the 
suspicions already begun to be entertained as to his purposes. ** Thit de> 
claratioa," says the writer, ** is in his own name, and signed by hitmel^ 
Oliver Cromwell, which shewes vohathenc^orwardhe aimesattJ" — Thurb^ 
State Papers, vol. i. p. 240. 
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the number of wevtnty, after the model of the Jewish 
sanhedrin; Okey^ and others of the saints^ were for 
thirteen, in imitati<»i of Christ and his twelye apostles* 
The hwt scheme, embracing at once the scriptural and 
conrenient, wasfaroured for this and other peculiar rea- 
sons by Cromwell, and ultimately adopted. On the 29th 
of April they had taken their seats^ for the first time, as 
rulers of the commonwealth. With Cromwell were as-* 
sodated eight officers of high rank* and four ciTilians«t 
The last would thus seem to haye been thrown in as a con- 

* 

Tenient screen alone ; for this council of state, lo consti-' 
tuted, was to all intents and purposes a military council. 
It will scarcely be beHeved, notwithstanding, that 
a desperate attempt was made to secure, in the po* 
sition of one of the civilians, the name and authority 
of sir Henry Vane. Idle effort I but not less zealously 
made; for none knew better than Cromwell that 
any damage to such a character must be self-inflicted, 
aad none more certain than he that such co-oper-* 
ation, by any argument secured, would altogether avert 
the possibility of a popular outbreak before his plans 
were ripe. No argument was therefore forgotten, 
no inducement omitted, to achieve the services of the 
" juggling^' Vane. But the manner of their reception 
became lus character. As he had treated the insult, he 
treated the mean submission. From his house in Lin- 
colnshire, to which he had at (mce retired after the 20th 
of April, he wrote a brief answer to the application 
from the council, that '' though the reign of saints was 
now no doubt begun, he was willing, for his part, to 
defer his share in it till he should go to heaven." j: 
Heartily Cromwell wished him there — who can doubt ! 

* TbeM were Lambert, HarriMm, Desborougb, Thoinlinion, Bennet, 
Sydenham, Stapely, and another whMe name I cannot preciidy aMertaib, 
in the conAision of the ad^tions f ubsequently made, and of the second 
council of state so soon afterwards appointed. I take him, however, to 
liave been Colonel Philip Jones. 

4 These were, Strickland, late ambassador to the United Provinces ; sir 
Oubert lackering, John Carew, and Samuel Mover. A new president waa 
weekly chosen ; Lambert being the first, Pickering the second, and Hairl. 
■on the third. 

X See an( intercepted letter of Mr. T. Robinson to Mr. Stonebam, at the 
Hague, in TborWf State Papers, vol. i. p. 865. 
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Decidedly warlike^ however^ as the new council of state 
was in its construction^ the old council of officers held, 
not the less, to their existence as a quasi-aathoritatlTe 
body^ of which the lord general, Cromwell himself^ wti 
the natural and most authoritatiye mouthpiece. Under 
no lack of governors^ therefore, did England labonr 
after the dispersion of her statesmen. A fortnight had 
not elapsed after that event before acts of the higfaeit 
authority were seen to emanate, with equal force and 
potency, from three several executive powers. JSngliih- 
men were now called on to obey the council of state, 
now to submit to the council of officers ; in one day 
they were to receive, with deference, the law of the lord- 
general Cromwell, speaking onbehalf of the officers, and 
in the next, they were to welcome the orders of the lord- 
president Cromwell, as the mouthpiece of the state/ 

Such, however, were the trifling peculiarities thit 
might well precede a reign of saints, and men waited is 
hope accordingly. Scarcely a day passed that did not 
bring to the council its " humble and thankful congn- 
tulation from some that fear the Lord," in anticipation 
of the great things they were to do, and not seldom • 
mission or address of the following fashion reached the 
devoutf hands of the lord-general, or the lord-presideit, 
Oliver Cromwell. " After so many throes and pangv 
— severe contests between the powers of the world and 
the interest of Christ -^ we conceive the ^reat and hmf' 
desired rtformation is near the birth. We bless the 
God of Heaven who hath called you forth, and ledd 

♦ See Whitelocke, p. 530-^33. Among other acts done, judges were dii- 
placed, appointed, superseded.; new treasury and admiralty commiwioBa 
were named ; even the monthly assessment (so clamoured a^inst in tk 
time of the statesmen !) of 120,0001. was renewed for an additional btf 
year ; and all these various powers assumed by authorities a« Tarioas. JSee 
Leicester's Journal, p. 142. Merc. FoL, No. 157.) The chief civil offitf 
had in the main gone forward without intermission, in obc>dience to the 
order contained in the declaration of officers. (See anUt p. 74.) It is amoi- 
ing to mark Whitelocke's manner of shuffling over, in his Memorials, tbe 
fact of bis flrst adhesion to this anomalous and most unlawyerlike state d 
things. Alluding to the appearance of this declaration, and of the moR 
particular passage to which I have referred, he says, " The comxnissiooeEi 
did not proceed in the business of the great seal till after this declaratioB, 
and tflen, const'deringihat they had their authority Jtom the pariiame^ 
they did proceed.** This "parliament" must have been the pariiame* 
remotely and mysteriously alluded to in the declaration, as likely. prohsMt 
possible, to be summoned ! 



OLIVER CROMWELL. 131 

you on, not only in the high places of the fields 'making 
you a terror to the enemy^ but also (among those 
mighty ones whom God hath left) to the dissolving of 
the late parliament O my lord^ what are you that 
yon should be the instrument to translate the nation 
from oppression to libertie^ from ike hands of corrupt 
persons to the saynts? And who are we that we 
should livie to see these days which our fathers longed 
to see^ and reap the harvest of their hopes? To be 
lowe in our owne eyes^ when €rod lifteth us^ is a true 
testimonie of humility and uprightnesse. No action of 
service or honour ever swelled the bosom of Christ; 
him^ we believe^ you make your patteme. Let the 
high praises of God be in our mouths^ and the genera- 
tions to come tell of his wonders. Let the improve- 
ment of this opportunity be your care and our prayer, 
that you may follow the Lambe whithersoever he goeth, 
and we attend you with our persons, petitions, purses, 
fives, and all that is dear to us." * 

The royalists had a somewhat different mode of 
regarding the recent occurrences — more sensible as a 
matter of reasoning, but still mistaken In point of fact, 
or rather in point of time. They wrote exultingly to 
every quarter of the continent that their great enemies 
were gone, that the regicide parliament was no more, 
that a '^notable crisis" was at hand; they revelled 
in the thought of ''the noble confusion" Cromwell 
had made t ; they said that their cause, low as it was, 
should spring back higher than ever ; in plain and pro- 
phetic terms, they told the personal friends of Stuart 
that he should have his throne again; and all these 
things they mixed as freely as their draughts, in ribald 
songs at their royalist taverns. 

" Some think that Cromwell with Charles is agreed. 
And say 'twere good policy if it were so, 

Lest the Hollander, French, the Dane, and the Swede, 
Do bring him again whether he wi4 or no. 

» EUit'c Letters, second series, vol. iii. p. 368. 

t Evelyn, vol. U. pi S15. Letter of Sir Edwud Hyde. 
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** And now I would gladly conclude my song 
With a prayer, as ballads are wont to do ; 

But yet I^ forbear, for I think ere *t be long. 
We may have a king and a parliament too. ** * 

The only man in the midst of these sttaiige doii^ 
who already knew their result as thoroughly as be 
coolly and determinedly contemplated it> was Crom' 
Well himself. It is a singular proof of th^ com- 
plete self-possession with which he had long bees 
quietly providing for the movement he bad. resolved 
sooner or later to make^ that he sent confidentiaDj 
to the great rival of Mazarin in the very insunt 
of the brief triumph which preceded the fall of that 
statesman^ to bespeak his interest and frienddiip. 1 
find the following note in the Memoirs of the Car^&iai 
de Retz. He had been on some certain night to negOL 
ciate a money loan fbr Charles Stuart, who was then 
in Paris^ and thus relates the evening's adventuiei. 
" It is remarkable that the same night> as I was goiii^ 
home^ I met one Tilney^ an Englishman^ whom I Ind 
formerly known at Rome^ who told me that Vere^ t 
great pariiamentarian and a favourite of Cromwell^ wis 
arrived at Paris^ and had orders to see me. I was • 
little perplexed ; however, I thought it would be im- 
proper to refuse him an interview. He gave me i 
letter from Cromwell^ in the nature of credentials^ im- 
portii^ that the sentiments I had discovered in the 
defence of public liberty^ added to my reputtadon^ soi 
had induced him to enter into the strictest friendship 
with me. It was a most civil complaisant letter, and 
I answered it with a greal deal of respect ; but in stA 
a manner as became a true Cadiolic and an honol 
Frenchman." 

But yet^ as surely as his designs were held^ did this 
extraordinary man contrive^ among his own partisans, 
to throw every kind of doubt and uncertainty otci 
them. A memorable instance at this period is related I7 

* Ellis's Letters. Abundant proofs of this state of royalist 
anticipation may be seen in the I^apers of Evelyn and Thurloe. 
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Edmund Ludlow. Among the deluded agents In the 
dupersion of the parliament^ major Salway has been 
mentioned. He appears to have been too self-willed 
for introduction among the new council^ and yet too in- 
fluential with some sections of the army to be passed 
over without a certain show of deference and concilia 
ation. To him^ therefore, Cromwell bad sent shortly 
after the fall of the commonwealth^ and Salway, '' with 
his friend Mr. John Carew," at once obeyed the invit- 
ation. Then Cromwell, according to tibe report of 
Ludlow, complained to tbem of ^^ the great weight of 
affairs that by this means was fallen upon him ; affirm- 
ing, that the thoughts of the consequence thereof made 
him to tremble ; and therefore desired them to free him 
from the temptations that might be laid before him, 
and to that end to go immediately to the chief justice 
St. John, and Mr. Selden, and some others, and endea- 
vour to persuade them to draw up some instrument of 
government, that might put the power oilt of his hands." 
To this major Salway at once answered, with dignity 
and spirit, yet at the same time no recorded distrust 
of Cromwell, — " The way, sir, to free you from this 
temptation, is for you not to look upon yourself to be 
under it, but to rest persuaded that the power of thU 
nation id in the good people qf Englandy as formerly it 
was." Good advice, but by no means so acceptable in the 
quarter addressed, as the pretences which had scattered 
the statesmen might have led poor Salway to suppose ! 
Yet it was advice which Cromwell no doubt received 
with all gracious profession, since it confirmed in one 
convenient sense, if not in the speaker's own, a deter- 
mination which already existed in the lord-general's 
mind, and by a well-devised realisation of which he 
hoped to setde the " popular representative," and the 
'^ reign of saints," together, in a prescription that should 
serve for both. Salway, there is little reason to doubt, 
was sent away perfectly contented. 

Meanwhile every thing was working in public as 
Cromwell could have best desired. • The frame of affairs 
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seemed to be breaking asunder. £ach day brought 
fresh rumours to agitate and confuse the public ; each 
day was the birth of- a new project that was to glorify 
and exalt^ or of some design that was sure to betray, 
the people. Now one excited group met another^ md 
exchanged beliefs that Cromwell had offered to recaJl the 
royal family on condition that Charles should marry one 
of his daughters * ; then might be seen^ next day^ a knot 
of disturbed and threatening men^ who were telling each 
other that Cromwell intended himself to ascend the 
throne, and that the insignia for his coronation were 
actually prepared; finally, aloof from all these^ expited 
enthusiasts gathered togedier in various quarters of the 
city, to predict a speedy advent for those halcyon dtp 
which would at last fulfil God's promises to man. Id 
one street signatures were solicited to a petition for the 
re-establishment of the ancient constitution ; in another 
for a pure republic, with the government of successife 
parliaments ; in a third for welcome to that '^Lambe of 
the Lord," which had exhibited itself in the new mili- 
tary councils. AH this was to have been expected in the 
state of society and of parties already described. Some 
addresses declared the conviction of their .subscriben 
that the late dissolution was a crime, some that it was i 
blessing; some were for. having the statesmen bad^. 
some were rather impatient, and not very implicit^ aboot 
the assembling of the saints. From ibe country, too, 
various rumours arrived in quick and startling succei' 

* I take the following ttom a curious letter in Thurloe (voL I. n. SSiJi 
dated at the close of May, 1663 : such extracts might be given in ab» 
dance: — "I expected some news in the letters. concerning the kingtf 
Scots, which was strongly reported here a fortnight or three weeks ag»t» 
be gon for Holland ; and now the ft«sh reports are,'that it*s lowlv nokenia 
the court, that he it to marry one qf CramweWe daugkters. so tobe^rau^ 
again to his three lost crownen. This is also muttered here, but not 1»> 
Ueved, Oromnuell prt^enb^ kinut^ a coiutant-enemjif'to numardUt amilM 
the height qf his ambition is to be a vassall of the eommonweaiik, aitho* <% 
thought by many he is at his witfs end, not content vaUk tskat he hsA g0, 
nor knowing how to get absolute hold of the seeptrey tut to content aO, Iks 
soldiers being much divided by their several- interests. It ia aayd » g«|iw. he 
hath sent for all the soldiers to come up ; and what will be done wb«iidi9 
come (if indeed they do come). I cannot divine. 'Our citty is «ans«»<,«d(ltr 
to have the old parliament brought to sit again, or to have a nem ost^ 
Cromwell will never yeald to the first, but rather punish the 
what he uriil do to the second, time must show,** 
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sion. Here there was '' gathering of hands " for the 
fallen commonwealth^ there for the rising king* — and 
only one thing reigned alike ev^where^ the spirit 

OF OONPUSION. 

And thus arose the instrament of Cromwell's vast 
design ! '' Sure," wrote Hyde from Paris a few weeks 
later, " sure the confusion is very high in England, and 
you must declare for Cromwell, that his single in- 
fluence may compose these distractions, which the mul- 
titude cannot do." It is good to make our giants first, 
since it is certain that we kill them then more easily. 

The time hiid certainly arrived, if not for that of a de- 
claration in hehalf of Cromwell, at least for his own trial 
of the last grand cheat he had heen so long preparing. 
It was observed for some weeks, that he had never 
seemed to wear such gracious aspects of humility and 
godliness as at this peculiar time; his prayers had 
peculiar relish in them, and a most extraordinary fer- 
vour ; his preachings were also very frequent in the 
council; and it was the report of men more imme- 
diately about his person in confidential relations, that he 
had certainly of late received absolute communications 
from the Holy Spirit.t 

* I reArain flrom oyerlaying the text with details on these matters, which 
might be multiplied to an interminable extent. I give another curioua 
letter, however, nfhich bears upon the subject generally, and sufficiently 
illustrates the view I have given of the state of society : it is to be found in 
Tburloe, voL i. p. S49, 250.: — ** We talk merrily of a petition coming out 
of Surrey far making their general kit^. I'he foolish, senseless, stupid, 
citisens were so sottish as to petition their lord-general to have at least 
same who were thought good men qf the parliament to tit again j but he 
gave them an answer no ways to their desire. He intends to he king in 
iSBfictf though loth to take upon him the title.^ The apparition of the city's 
petition was seen a fortnight ago in several places of this town ; but it soon 
vanished in the thoughts of wise men. The council often are at a nonplus, 
for they know not what to do ; they have added three more to their num. 
ber. The general's picture was set up at the Exchange, with verses under 
it, tending much to his honour : it was brought to him by the lord mayor, 
«oAo, it is thought, was the contriver cf the setting qf it up. Whitlock 
declareth that the parliament is not dissolved, and there is a gathering ttf 
hands to that purpose. On the other side there is a gathering ^ hands /or 
a king. This is both in town and country. Essex and Buckinghamshire 
are sending a petition for a king. Thus things siitnd in a great eottfttsion. 
As things stand now, we know not what to think or say. • The time was, 
when the challen^ng of five members was cried out upon for an unheard 
of breach of privilege of parliament ; but afterwards the impeaching of 
eleven meinbers was a greater, and made a mi^ty noise amongst the 
Presbyterians. What thmk you now of turning them all out of doors ? " 
t Hie assertion is thought worthy of grave contradiction by one of 
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The secret of these spiritual throes and heavingi 
made its appearance in due course. It had been ini' 
mediately preceded by eight days* close consoltatioo 
between Cromwell and his military diran — — a cir- 
cumstanoe duly noted with all kinds of lofty and 
indistinct surmise^ by the Whitehall newspapers*— 

■■■■■■-. I I ■■■ I I II— ^^^, ■■■^■■^■i . 1 iBpai ■ ■ ■■ ■■ --ar -■ ^ 1-^^— ^^^^ 

Cromwell'g common-senae paxtiMins : M, de Bordeftux, for example Ae 
French resident in England, and for many reasons well ^ected to Crai> 
well, thus writes to Monsieur de Brienne, the French secretary of state :— 
**Jie8 bruits, qu'on foit eourir du gdnferal [Cromwdi] ne aont pas vrais ; i 
affiecte bien uoe grande in6t§, mais par une particuiidre communicatioa 
avec le St. Esprit ; et n'est par si foible, que de se laisaer pr^dre fpar da 
flateries. Je scais que Tamb. de Portugal lui en aiant fait aur ce change- 
mcnt, il en foit raillerie. ** An extract flrom a royalist pamfihlet oitheiaj 
will show, however, the peculiar iaterests that now subsisted between tiM 
Frenchman and Cromwell. Alluding to the addresses which were got vf 
after the fall of the parliament *' to sUengthen the hands of this dictatoriB 
carrying on the work of Sion," it thus proceeds : — *' He wa« also conipfc> 
mented by the French ambassador Bordeaux, who had made ai^icatica 
to the parliament, but was doubtfUl of effecting his errand with that 
highest and mightiest states who were grown formidable not oniy to At 
Dutchfbuito nit nuuter; who wilUngiy courted them to prevoit tbor 
closing with his rebels of Bourdeaux : only Oliver, as we have seen, valued 
them no more than scoundrels or rake»shames, nor uxwld give ear ta ttf 
more enemies qf monardty.*' A vice in the foreign policy of the proM* 
torate is here glanced at 

* It is needless to observe that the breathless interest with which isldfr 
gence of each new incident or circumstance of the war was looked for,M 
greatly tended to the increase of newspapers, both in numbers and inli' 
ence. About twelve were now teigv\Kt\j published, all of them weeify 
newspapers, besides those occasional assaults on the popular party, wfiiA 
came out in the shape of royalist journals. On Monday, appeared the Fow 
feet Diurnal, and tne Moderate Intelligencer ; on Tuesday, Several Frs- 
ceedings in Parliament, a publication of authority ; the WeelLly Intefi- 
gencer, and the Faithfol Post ; on Wednesday, Mercurius Democrituaaid 
the Perfect Account ; on Thursday, Several Proceedings in State Afian, 
a publication of some authority, and Mercuriiu PoUticus, a aort of stw 

Sazette; and on lYiday, the Moderate Publisher, the Faithful Poet, W* 
ifferent publisher from that of Tuesday, and the Faithful Scout. Hwr 
was no newspaper on Saturday, probably because that would have faea 
considered as too nearly trenching on the Lord's Day. Among the varioa 
writers whose names have come down to us, that of Marchamont V«A 
ham, the editor of the Mercurius Politious, best deserves qiention. Be 
had written against the liberal c^use in the commoioement of the «■; 
yet tile statesmen not only pardoned him this, but extended to his » 
doubted talents the patronage they loved to bestow universally on fitofr 
tUre and learned men. Eventually he *' was induced to become an adit- 
cate for them and liberty." He was a writer worth gaining. This is 1« 
character by Anthony & Wood : — " His Mercurius Politicua, which am 
out by authority, and flew every week into all parts of the nation for mai 
than ten year*, had very great influence upon numbers of inccmaidcnlk 

Ersons, such as have a strong presumption that all must needs be truelW 
in print He was the Goluh of the Philistians, the greiU chanvsca 4 
e late usurper, whose pen, in comparison of others, was like a weavert 
beam. And certainly be that will or can peruse those his inteUiacnees caki 
Merc. Politici, wiU judge that, had the devil himself (the father of aDM 
been in this Goliah's oflSce, he could not have exceeded him 3 as hartif 
with profound malice calumniated his soverdgn, with scurrility abused tti 
nobility, with impudence blasphemed the churoli and men^ien thcicof,wit 
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and for the result of whieh all parties in the metropolis 
appear to have waited with an extreme intensity of 
interest. It was early in June when its disdosure 
appeared^ and it announced a parliament. A parlia* 
ment ! -^ that name which a short month past was said 
to have hecome hateful to the fingUsh people^ was now 
confessed to be the one feasible mode of inducing satis- 
faction and content A parliament of statesmen! — 
some hearts^ it might he^ leapt high again with the 
generous hope^ which in generous natures survives dis*- 
trust and fear^ and saw the men of the army powerless^ 
and the commonwealth restored. A parliament of 
wnts I — at that rapt announcement^ enthusiasts^ 
who walked the city wi^th their, faces too much fixed on 
heaven to see ordinary wants or human fears^ beheld 
the prayed for movements i& the douds that were to 



with industry poisoned the people with dangnous principlefl.** The reader 
will know how to trandate tnis into an admission of Neednajn's great talent8> 
and his poiwer of making them available. He may still wish to judge for 
himself, however, as to the quality of the newspaper>-«rrlting in that age, 
and I therefore sutqoin a passage flrom the 108th number of ** Mercurius 
ToUticus," on what are called ** Reasons of State :*'—** The regulation 
of aflfkirs by reason of state, not the strict rule of honesty, has been an epl. 
.demical one. But for fear I be mistaken,'* continues he, ** you are to under, 
•tand, that by reason Estate here we do not cood^nn the eauitable result 
of prudence and right reason — for upon determinations of this nature da> 
pends the safety of all states and princes -~ but that reason of state which 
flows from a corrupt principle to an indirect end ; that reason of «tate 
which is the etatesmwrs reason, or rather his will and lust, when he admits 
ambition to be a reasons-preferment, power, profit, teffenge, and opporto^ 
nity. to be reasons sufficioit to put him upon any d^ign or action that miiy 
tend to present advantage : though contrary to the law of God, or the law 
of ccnnmon honesty, and or nations. Reason of state is the most sovereign 
command, and the most important counselor. Reason of state is the card 
and compass of the ship. Reason of state is many times the religion of a 
state ; the law, the life of a state; Tliat which answers aU objections and 
quarrels about mal-govamment. That which %ages war, imposes taxes, 
cuts off* oflnauiders, pardons offenders, sends and treats ambassadors, tt can 
say and unsay; ao and undo ; balk the common road, make high-ways to 
become by-ways, and theVaithest about to beeome the nearest cut. If a 
difficult knot come to be untied, which neither the divine by scripture, 
nor lawyer by case or precedent can untiey then reason of state, or an hun- 
dred ways more which idiots know no^ dissolve it This is that great 
em|Hres6 which the Italians call Raggione di Stato ; it can rant as a soldier, 
compliment as a monsieur, trick it as a juggler, sfrut it as a statesman, 
and IS as changeable as the moon in the variety of her appearances." This 
is admirable srtire, expressed with admirwle correctness and ease. 
J should not omit to aia that one of the ablest works produced by Need- 
ham, was written at Uie request of the parliamentary leaders, and thus 
entitled : — " The Case of the Commonwealth of England stated, with a 
piscourse of the ExceUende of a Free State above a Kingly Oovonment " 
I Shan have an opportunity of retuming to tiiis work. 
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sweep away for ever iniquity and sorrow ; but were, 
alas ! struck blind to moyements reviving on the earth, 
which^ in a few brief years, would syreep themselva 
away with a most triumphant scorn. 

A parliament of saints it was indeed to be ! The 
ignorant and enthusiast still believed — the poor woe 
obliged to hope^ since it was something still to cling to 
— the statesmen grieved or smiled — the indifferent 
calculated chances — while the irreverent exultation of 
the royaUsts scattered questions along the streets, to ask 
if the image of him who rode into Jerusalem upon an 
ass*s foal^ were any more than a type of the new de- 
liverer^ who was about to ride into his throne upon tk 
backs of a hundred and twenty asses, selected out d 
several counties for the especial purpose.* 

But were the people to return these saints ? Were 
the ibses to be of popular selection ? The pretences 
urged against the statesmen would surely jkt least be 
permitted to survive so far. It would be hardly cre£- 
ble^ that within a month of the violent destruction of a 
plarliament on the plea that it had refused to place faidi 
in the people, its destroyers should take on themselves to 
call another parliament together without even the eesBr- 
blance of a popular appeal. And ,yet this was what 
was now done, as any other thing equally monstrous 
might have been done in that condition of affain. 
When men have been induced, no matter by what dis- 
union or distraction, to countenance one great false- 
hood — they have then surrendered the privileges with 
the protection of truth. A lie can only generate a lie, 
and he who has acknowledged the parent^ dares not 
deny or reject the offspring. The first result of the 
pernicious fraud which perverts the intellect, is the ha- 
bitual indifference or insincerity which debases and 
corrupts the heart. 

The new parliament was to be summoned on princi- 
ples unheard of in all time before. The qualification of 

* Lord Somen' Tracts by Scott, vol. vii. p. S7. Flacards containing suck 
sneers as these were dropped in various places throughout the dtj. 
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its members was to be sanctity of principles^ and holi- 
ness of life^ and their election was to proceed^ heaven« 
directed^ from the choice of the council of officers. 
With this vieWj ministers in various parts of the 
country^ on whom the council could rely^ had been 
directed to take the sense of the '^congregational 
churches ** in their several coimties^ and to send up to 
ihe lord general and his officers returns^ containing the 
oames of persons^ ^' able^ loveing truths fearing God^ and 
liateing covetousnesse^" whom they judged '* qualified 
90 manage a trust in the ensueing government/' * Out 
>f these^ with, the assistance of various names selected 
Sor their own more immediate ends^ the council of 
>fficer8^ in the presence of the lord generalf^ now pro- 

* I tubjoln flrom Thnrloe a spedmen of one of these congregational do- 
umentt. ** Letter Arom the people of Bedfordshire to the ford general 
ht>mwel1, and the councell of the armv. May it please your lordship and 
be rest of the councell of the army. We (we trust), the servants of Jesus 
Jhrist, inhabitants in the county of Bedford, havdnge firesh upon our 
earts the sad oppressions we have (a longe while) groan'd under nrom the 
tte parlyament, and now eyeing and owning (through grace) the good 
and of God in this great tume of providence, bein^ persuaded it is ft-om 
le Lord that you should be instruments in his hand at such a time as this, 
« the electing of such persons whoe may go in and out before his people 
I rigbteousnesse, and goveme these nations in judgment, we haveing 
tught the Lord for you, and hopeing that God will still doe greate things 
f you, understanding that it is in your hearts (through the Lord's assist- 
ice) to establish an authority, consisting of men able, loveing truth, fear- 
ig God, and hateing covetousness ; and we haveing had some experience 
'men with us, we nave judged it our duty to Gkxl. to you, and to the rest 
' his people, humbly to present two men, viz. Natnaniell Taylor and John 
jroke, now Justices of peace in our county, whom we judge in the Lord 
lalified to manage a trust in the ensueing government. All which we 
imbly referre to vour serious considerations, and subscribe our names, 
is 13th day of May, 165S.** A memorandum of the ** Dutch deputiea 
£ngland," dated ISth of Auffust, 1653, states that the new council, '* by 
e direction and the name of the lord general Cromwell, against the 4th of 
ily, 1653, have summoned a new representation of ISO English,^ five 
otch, and five Irish commissioners, out of the respective counties and 
%w towns ; who, upon the letter of the said general, after a foregoing com- 
4nicaticm with the ministers of the independent party, which are spread 
roagh all England" under the name of the gathereid churches, and do keep 
mutual correspondence, were chosen, and have appeared here." It is 
>rthy of remark, at the same time, that the lord general and his council 
erciaed their own right of choice at all times when it happened to diffbr 
)m their congregational advisers ; and that, for example, though Nath- 
iell Taylor in the above recommendation was ** called," John Croke was 
t. " Edwaxd Cater*' was summoned in his stead. 
• It U a singular circumstance, that what was called the council of state, 
•k no authoritative share in this proceeding ; and, accordingly, no notice 
the subject is to be found in their order book : it was solely the work of 
>inwel! and his officers. A characteristic circumstance should also be 
«d. Mi^Jor Salway, though not a member of the military council, was 
laent at these meetings, invited there by Cromwell, who thus, by an 
Teme appearance of confidence and fkvour, disarmed the suspicions of 
entleman equally credulous and troublesome. 
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oeeded to 8ele<!t % conveotioii of 139 repfesentittivc^ 
divided thiu: for England 122; for Wales sU; ax 
for Ireland ; and five for Seotland. And to ftU tb^ 
Bummonfieg were at once sent out* 

The form of the lammons was aa eKtraordinary u 
Its origin. It was issued in the sole name of G\m 
Cromwell^ as though in these two words already kdgei 
the sovereign authority of Eng^nd ; and it ran thu: 
^^ '^ For as much as, upon the dissolution of (be 
late parliament, it became necessary that the peia^ 
aafety^ and government of this commonwenlth d^ooU 
be provided for ; and in order th^eunto, divers penov 
fearing God, and of approved fidelity and honesty, tn 
hy myself, with the advice of my coiuicil of offieoi 
nominated, to whom the charge of trust of so weighty 
affairs is to be committed : and having good assomue 
of your love to, and courage for, God and the intens 
of this cause, and of the good people of this comnuHk. 
wealth ; — I, Oliver Cromwell, captain-general wi 
commander in chief of all the armies and forces raisei 
and to be raised, within this commonwealth, do herebj 

summon and require you esquire (being one of d» 

persons nominated) personally to be and appear at tin 
council chamber at Whitehall, within the city of West- 
minster, upon the 4th day of July next ensuing (k 
date hereof ; then and there to take upon you the td 
trust, unto which you are hereby called, and appoint!^ 
to serve as a member for the county (or city) of — 
And hereof you are not to fail. Given under my ha>^ 
and seal, the 6th day of June, l653. Oi^ivek Cnoi- 

WELL." * 

Nor did any fail, excepting two. Two men vt 
refused to answer to the summons. The rest^ in wifr 
der or enthusiasm, obeyed. It is indeed recorded i 
the majority, that they took the very extraordiitfj 
manner of their election as a sufficient proof that tk^ 
call was from heaven ! t This was natural enou^i 

* Lord Soraers's Tracts, vol. vi. p. S47. 

f The author of " An Exact Relation of the Froceedinga 
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since men who haye beeif fed with prodigies once, will 
feed themselves with prodigies still ; nor is a falsehood 
itself more self-productive than a miiade. And thus 
did every thing work to the usurper s wish. Temporal 
and spiritual pride went hand in hand to the work, 
trusting each to the blindness of the other, and both, 
resolved to get what they could, of their respective yet 
most opposite desires, out of the " mysterious knack,'' 
IS one of the royalist papers not inaptly called it, '' of 
I new unheard of legislative authority, who, by the 
name of men of integrity and fidelity to the cause of 
Grod, were by a bare summons from Oliver called to the 
settlement of the state — that was, to be stirrups or 
footsteps to the throne whereon Cromwell should tread.'** 
. Faidiful to the day appointed in the summons, these 
ironderfully-selected, able, truth-loving, God-fearing, 
^Ovetousnesse^hating, and Cromwell.obeying men, pre- 
tented themselves on the 4th of July, ] 655, at the 
Mmncil chamber in Whitehall. A more extraordinary 
assemblage had assuredly never been seen within the 
vails of any place of power. Mean men were among 
hem, and for this they haVe been flung aside in the 
nass ab a set of ignorant mechanics and adventurers, 
ow-born, low-bred, illiterate, and vile: — indifferent 
md reckless men were among them, and for this they 
lave been scorned and branded by history as hypocrites 

ont of the late Pariiatn^B^ their beginning and ending; by a Member '* 
irinted in the year I664t and to be found in Somem's Traetc, voLvi. p. S66), 
site ua ** It to very observable, that of all that were chosen and sum. 
loned.to appear for the end aforesaid, being 140 persons, there were but 
i^o that ref^iied the call and work, so unanimous a concurrence was there 
Mivid as to the service ; thoush they knew well their call was not accord- 
)g to ancient formalitv and the way of the nation. There seemed to be 
iro reasons whertin mere was satisfaction : first, thai ^Svine providence 
9d cast it trnthentf wtthont their seeking in the least y secondly, the neces- 
ty , aa the case of the commoHwealtn stood, of having some to act and 
inV <^" affbin, in way of government, till there might be an attainer to a 
Titer wap qf setttemeHt, d^ the ehoiee of the good people of this nation^ 
Mch was not to be denied to be their fust and dearly purchased UbertyJ* 
be last passi^ proves Chat a eertain set of men in tnis parliament had 
ten able to combine a conscientious sense and care of public liberty with 
nxn the rapt and excited frenzies of religious enthusiasm. 
• It will be worth quoting another royalist comment of tbe time on thenre. 
mt proceedings, more especially as it contains a curious illustration or the 
risin of tbe slanders against the quality and condition of the men whocom. 
)aed thfa convention. ** As for news here, we have none but good, for the 
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and roadmen.* Yet were they none of these. De. 
scribe them^ as such an assemblage chums to be described, 



lord general goes on Uke himielf, a conqueror and a king, aijit is bopedhe wil 
ahortly be ; for there b a privy seal made, a sword with three cnnnu npoi 
iL to borrow monies with it. And it is told me by some that I knovia 
'Whitehall, that there is brought in there a royal crown and a aoei)tre;aD< 
I wish him as much joy with it as you do, or can do. His excelknoe mi 
his privy council, which consist of as many Christ and his aposUei, ill 
godfy men, have made two acts lately, equal to the former acts of ps(i» 
ment : the one for the continuance of our monthly tax ; the other for tk 
convening of a new representative at Whitehall, on pttrvote, at it a- 
pectedt to crown kit enceUeney. They are elected out of all counties, W 
not by the counties of England, but by the special appointment of himaad 
his council ; and his warrant to them runs thus : — I and my council it 
will and command you to appear at Whitehall, &c ; and I assure yoa «e 
shall have a blessea government, fbr though all the elected are mean ma, 

Set they are godly men, and the most of them gifted men, fit to govn 
oth in church and government. By the next I shall give you Umk 
names. In the mean time take the names of some good and gradoM, 
elected for Westminster and London!: Jifr. Sauib,tometimet clerk torn 
Edward Powel ; anothert a leather-tetter, over Ram Alley, m Fleet Slrtd, 
a very ram, a man well known to wmr bedfellow ; another ^ a t eri» e m an 
St. Thomat Apottl^t^ a pure apottte, Mr. Colbume by name ; anotker,ti 
aqua vita man, near jUdgate, tofumith the ttate with a dram ont qftt 
bottle to comfort their hearti.** The •* leather..sel]er " referred to heren 
the notorious Barbone, and it is singular that there is no such attenftto 
play the same trick with his name on the part of this scurrilous n^alik,* 
our grave historians have since played. 

• " Much the major part of tliem," Lord Clarendon tells us, '^cfxaAti 
of inferior persons of no quality or name, artificers of the meanest tiwifl^ 
known cmly by their gifts in praying and preaching, whinh(was now pne- 
Used by all degrees of men, but scholars, throughout the kingdom. Ii 
which number, that there may be a better judgment made of the ra^ 
it will not be amiss to name one, firom whom that parliament ttsdf v» 
afterwards denominated, who was FraiRe<^jod (that was his Christia 
name) Barebone. a leather.seller in Fleet Street ; Arom whom« he being a 
eminent speaker in it, it was afterwards called Praise- Ood Barebooe's psifit- 
ment. In a word, they were a pack of weak, senseless fellows, fit only tolui 
the name and reputation of parliaments lower than it was yet.** As» 
ther contemporary styles them, *' A set of men for the most psit i 
such mean and ignoble extractitm, that so far were they from being tska 
notice of by their shires, each of whom (but two or three) represemsd, 
that they were scarce known in the very towns wherein thej were boa 
or afterwards inhabited, till the excise, then committees for sequestrstioi^ 
and the war in the respective counties, made them infamously knov^ 
The rest were of Cromwell's partisans in the nurliament and high Cooittf 
Justice." — Whitlocke remarks, however, "That many of this assaniAr 
being persons of fortune and knowledge, it was much wondered by sometta^ 
they would at this summons, and f^om such hands, take upon them tk 
supreme authority of this nation, considering how little auUiority Crop* 
well and his offlcers had to give it, or these gentlemen to take it** It n^ 
be worth subjoining, also, the character of the members of this conventiia 
from Ludlow, who tells us, '* That many of the members of this asseaat^ 
had manifested a good afftetion to the public cause ; but some there amac 
them who were brought in as spies and trepanners ; and though theyhii 
been always of the contrary party, made the highest pretensions to hooeitt 
and the service of the nation. This assembly, therefore, being composei 
for the most part, of honest and well-meaning persons (who haTing gcni 
intentions, were less ready to suspect the evil designs of others), T 
themselves in full possession of the power and authority of the ^- 
and therefore proceeded to the making of laws relating to the piibiic:' 
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by the general chaiacteristics of the great majority of 
its members^ — and, let laughter still flow freely as it 
will at the monstrous origin of their authority^ and the 
ludicrous pretences of their sanctity^ the more grave and 
the more respectful will be our mention of the personal 
qualities of the men. They were earnest and sincere. 
They had great truth of purpose^ unquestionable good 
faith^ and at zeal that set life and labour at nought in 
the service to which they had been called. They be- 
lieved much^ and they acted as men who believed. 
They wildly thought themselves^ indeed^ the heralds of 
a new and glorious era of unearthly happiness \o earthy 
and of immortal peace and goodwill to mortal men ; but to 
this service of overheated imaginations^ they brought the 
aid of judgment upon various and most essential things 
at once sober^ correct, and practical; which should 
for itself alone command the admiration and respect of 
all reasoning or reflecting persons. Finally^ they were 
men of no common worldly esteem. '' It was much 
wondered at by some," says Whitelocke, '' that these 
gentlemen, many of them being persons of fortune and 
knowledge^ would, at this summons, and from these 
hands, take upon them the supreme authority of the 
nation." There were many more thmgs wonderful 
which Whitelocke's philosophy preferred to leave un- 
dreamt of, though it might, perchance, have explained 
them. It was possibly much wondered at by some, for 
example^ that such gentlemen as these, many of them 
being persons of knowledge, would have been called 
upon, under a summons from such hands, to assume 
the supreme authority of the nation. Yet none knew 
better than Whitelocke and his class what Cromwell's 
objects were, and none better than they could have told 
how even such men as these would be made the instru- 
ments to advance them. This wiU speedily become 
manifest. 

Thus, then, assembled in this Whitehall council 
chamber the celebrated Barebone*s parliament, — a title 
by which grave historians, taking advantage of the lucky 
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accident of the name of one of ilt memlKKB, htve m^ 
to make it ridicalous in history. A cheap thing isiidh 
cule ; and a moat prectous inatrumeat of unprindpled 
power, the facility of cdning nicknamea ! The ingemw 
device of changing Barhonc into Bacebone, and the coh 
atant repetition of the latter word in its mpst lidicukH 
sense, have heen succesafiil in penmading htttoiial 
readers for nearly, two oentutiea that thia assembU]^ ^ 
men, wealthy, higlubom, vnse, as many of them woe, 
was little better^ to all sennble or rational porpoees^tk 
an assembla^ of literal baare bones * might have beei! 
So true it is that men are not made less contemptSik 
because their nickname h^pens to be noniOMe. It i 
all the better for revealing no shadow of the qnalitiB 
they may have^ whether vile or great, since it only fliop 
the more insignificance over them in expresdng, tf i 
were, a very abetraction of the contemptible. Tbe R> 
turn of Praise God Barbone t aa one of the membotf' 

* VoltiUre ^avely translaCM Barbone'i nttne into 09 dSchart^ ! 

f Mr. Oodwin (in the Hist, of the Commonwealth, voL ia p. 5!M.) M 
CK|NMed the trick of this altered name, and, on the authority of four uia' 
puted contemporary lists of this parliament, published by the coaDcil ■ 
tbe state, wrote it Bariione. He suggested, at tbe aame time, si to At 
Christian prefix, that it was scarcely more fanatical than Deodatus, a hK 
to be found in the records of most of the countries of Europe. Hensfii 
have said more for the name itself, which is capable of the classic tn^ 
lation of Timotheus. It would be scarcely necessary to refer to then* 
berless.mlgar slanders and ridiculous fictions that have sprung out of di 
notorious name, but that it too well expresses the spirit m which thekii' 
tory of these times has (until of late) been written, to be altt^tfaeroai' 
ted. For example, one historian talks of ** Praise God Barebone " baitV 
had two brothers, the Christian name of Uie first of whom was Chrid 0* 
HUo the world to aave, and of the second, ^ ChrM had not died, tko» idt 
been damned. He introduces his anecdote with the suspicious mA 
** / have been infbrmed that there were three brothers,** and addi^tV^ 
** some people, tired of the long name of the younger brother, are m* 
have omitted the former part of the sentence, and to have called him M^ 
liarly Damned Barebone.'* Another writer, according to Mr. GoA* 
the reverend James BnHne, in a book of Travels over England, SostbA 
and Wales, second edition, l707, has endeavoured to render the satire nC 
complete, by ^ving the names of a ** Jury returned in the county of S» 
sex, in the late rebellious, troublesome times, as follows : (ii 39J 
Accepted Trevor of Norsham ; Redeemed Compton of Battel ; FaUm 
Hewet of Heathfield ; Make peace Heaton of Hare ; God reward Sart* 
Tisehurst ; Stand fast on high Stringer of Crowhurst ; Earth Adatf • 
Warbleton ; Called Lower of the same; Kill tin Pimple of Witham; 1^ 
turn Spelman of Watling; Be Faitftful Joiner of Britling; Fhi tfM 
Roberts of the same ; fight the good fight qf faith White of Enter ; M 
fntit Fowler of East Hodley j Hope for Bending of tbe same -, Gf«r 
Harding of Lewes ; Weep not Billing of the same ; Meek Brewer of 0» 
ham." It is really scarce^ credible that this list sboulcl have been coF 
into Hume's History of England .* so it is, however, and Dr. ZaM 
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fth^ city of London, hath had truly a portentous influ- 
ence on the memory of this parliament ! 

Besides Barbone, however, it will become us to re- 
collect in this narrative, that Henry Cromwell, a man 
of no insignificance any way, was summon^ — that the 
whole of what was called the council of state, with 
the exception of the four general officers and colopd 
Thomlinson, appeared — and that among the names of 
influence and consideration which were to he found 
among them, were those of viscount Lisle ; George lord 
Eure ; major Salway ; Lockhart, afterwards French am- 
bassador ; Montagu, afterwards, earl of Sandwich ; 
Howard, afterwards earl of Carlisle ; sir Robert King, 
of Dublin ; sir Charles Wolsely, of Oxfordshire ; sir 
William Brownlow, of Lincolnshire ; sir William Ro- 
berts, of Middlesex ; sir James Hope, of Hopetown $ 
and colonels Duckenfield, Bennet, Fenwiek, Barton, 
Sydenham, Bingham, Laurence, Blount, Kenrick, West, 
Danvers, Jones, Pine, Norton, Clark, James, and 
Hutchinson; with majors Saunders and Horseman^ 
captain Stone, and others that had served with singular, 
qredit in the war. The. illustrious name of Robert 
Blake appeared also in the list, with eleven others, in- 

Grey bad previously given it the authority of his name, if his name 'ha4 
been capable of bearing authority in matters which involved hatred to the 
puritans. Unblinded by such hatred, these men would have been the drst 
to see that this notable list was a mere i^iece of mauvaise plaisanierie. tt 
any doubt remained about it, however, it fortunately Haj^petis, from Mr. 
Godwin's researches, that the Rev. James Brome (the original reporter) has 
Aimisbed a sufficiently satisfactory clue to the whole, by premising to this- 
Hat of the Sussex jury, that it was given him **by the same worthy hand/' 
that had supplied him with the names of the Huntingdon jury in a pre- 
ceding page. The itoryof the Huntingdon jury runs thus : — ** Thefollowing 
ia the " copy of a jury taken before judge Doddndge at the assizes holdea 
in this place, July 1619, which is the more remarkable because the surnames 
c^ some of the inhabitants would seem to makb them at fiist sight persons 
of very great renown and quality, ((x X.) Maximilian King of Po«eland ; 
li'enry Prince of Godmanchester; George Duke of Somersham; William 
Marquess of Stukeley ; Edmund Earl of Hartford ; Richard Baron of 
Bytiiorn ; Stepbeu Pope of Newton ; Stephen Cardinal of Kimboiton ; 
l^mphrey Bishop of Bugden ; Robert l^rd of Waseley ; Robert Knight 
of "Winwick j William Mbot of Stukeley ; Robert Baron of St. Neot's ; 
'William Dean of Old Weston ; John Archdeacon of Paxton ; Peter Es- 
Quire of Easton j Edward Friar of Ellington ; Henry Monk of Stukeley ; 
George Gentleman of Spaldech j George Priest of Graffhn ; Richard Deo. 
con of Catworth ; Thomas Yeoman of Barham." It is altogether a joke, 
the reader perceives, and, what is worse, by no means a good one I 
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eluding Francis Ronse^ the provost of Eton college^ who 
had sate with him in the long parliament itself.* 
- Two names remain to be mentioned^ whose appear* 
ance may now be held to have been truly ominous of 
the crisis to which the public cause was approtcb 
ing fast, and of the strange and sad prospects thit 
were in wait for liberty. These were George Monk, 
and Anthony Ashley Cooper — the "scoundrel of for* 
tune^" who restored Charles 11., and the renegade, who 
sat in judgment on the judges of Charles I. Ttm 
this period both date their fortunes. Monk had already 
been selected by Cromwell to supersede Blake in 6t 
naval command ; and Cooper, whose "venal wit"hai 
hitherto been apdy used for royalty, now recogmsed 
the period of his great advancement come^ and set that 
yfnt to work to profit by it. 

' *' He cast himself, into the saint-like mould, 

Groan*d, sigh*d) and pray'd, while godliness was gaio> 
The loudest bagpipe of the squeaking train !*' 

• No surer mark can we find of the present aspect ot 
affairs than in the rise of such men as these. They 
determine, with an almost unerring accuracy, front 
the distance at which we regard them, the character of 
the crisis which suddenly gave them power. EngUwI 
had become little better than a wide theatre for the strug- 
gle of selfish passions. With no paramount principle 
to bind men together — with no ties of acknowledged 
allegiance to restrain them — the intrepid and the bold; 
the men who had sufficient daring to execute what they 
had craft enough to plan ; the unscrupulous and the 
restless ; the souls for close designs and crooked counsel!^ 
for storm, for confusion, for anything but calm ; — ^ 
these would naturally start above the surface. We see 
the types of such men in George' Monk and Aathoaj 
Ashley Cooper. We see the demorahsing action on (he 
people, in the state to which they had been brought, aoit 
can discern, ^' as in a map, the end of all." Policy mei* 

* * These wefe lislei Pickering, Christopher Martin, Francis Route, B** 
rison, George Fleetwood, Carew, Sirickland, Richard N<»ton. Sydenbtf^ 
jund Jones. 
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Bured by passion ; rules of government, various as the 
various temperaments of men^ set up each day ; plots 
and conspiracies, unheard of during the sway of the 
atatesmoi, hatched each night ; but George Monk still 
faithful to George Monk^ Anthony Cooper losing no 
love for Anthony Cooper^ and at no great distance from 
the sad scene, the brutal and wicked orgies of the 
restoration! He who now cants for tyranny under 
Cromwell with pious breath, will soon practise it under 
Charles II. with iron heel.* 

* Not to acquaint the reader with a satire which he has no doubt ad> 
mired, but to place on record a noble delineation of the kind of qualities 
which were now at in a hot bed nursed in EngMuMl, I subjoin the character 
of Shaftesbury fh>in Dryden's great hand : — 

- Of these the false Achitophel was first ; 
A name to all succeeding ages curst 
For close designs, and crooked counsels fit ; 
Sagacious, bold, and turbulent of wit ; 
ResUesk, unflx'd in priaciples and place ; 
In power unpleasM, impatient of disgrace : 
A fiery soul, which working out its way 
Fretted the pigmy body to decay, 
And o'er inform*d the tenement of clay. 
A daring pilot in extremity ; 
Fleas'd with the danger when the waves went high, 
He sought Uie storms: but for a calm unfit. 
Would steer too nigh the sands to boast his wit 
Great wits are sure to madness near allied. 
And thin partitions do th«r bounds divide ; 
Else why should he, with wealth and honour blest. 
Refuse his age the needAil hours of rest f 
Punish a body which he could not please 
Bankrupt of life, yet prodigal of ease? 
And all to leave what with his toil he won. 
To that unfeather'd two-legged thing a son. 
Got, while his soul did huddled notions try. 
And born a shapeless lump like anarchy. 
In friendship false, implacable in hate ; 
JResoWd to ruin, or to rule the state. 
To compass this the triple bond he brohei 
The piliars qf the public safety shook ; 
And fitted Israel for a foreign yoke : 
Then ttb^d with fear, yet stiU qffbctingfame. 
Usurped a patrioVs all atoning name. 
So easy still it proves in factious times, o 

'With public leal to cancel private crimes. 
How safe is treason, and how sacred ill. 
Where none can sin against the people's will ! 
Where crowds can wink, and no oSbnce be known. 
Since in another's guilt they find their own ? 
Yet fame deserv'd no enemy can grudge : 
The statesmen we abhor, but praise the judge* 
In Israel's courts ne'er sat an Abethdin 
With more discerning eyes, or hands more dean } 
Unbrib'd, unsought, the wretched to redress ; 
Swift of despatch, and easy of access. 
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rhe 4th of July was a veiy Eoltxy daj, and At 
ncil chsmber at WMcehall was , of modoM 
leneioDs, but upwards of 130 of the "elect" le^ 
>r« 1)ad on that day asaemUed in that place, u 
:ive hito tbeu own hands the nipreme aoUiori^ of 

tiadon; and, "sealed round the toom on chabi,* 
ted for the entiuice of the lord-g«icfal and it 
ceta. After a brief delay, Cromwell appeared, ftt- 
ei by the chiefs of bis military connciL Eitrj 

present at once rose and uncovered.* Uptni tUi, 
imwell also removed his hat, and, advandng np the 
m to the " middle window," took his Bladon thai 
h a con«deiable body of hie officers on either hand, 
I, " leaning upon the back of a chayre, with hii 
1 back to the window f," proceeded to address tfan 
laikable meeting in a speech of profoundest art. )i 
iipied upwards of an hour in delivery, and ii 
I f to have been pronounced in so excedlent a mw- 
, "as sufficiently manifested tbat — as the ktd 
leral himself was thoroughly persnaded — the sinit 
God acted in him, and by him." The conventiM 
t by this time resumed dieir seats, but CromnI 
1 his officers still stood. 

He began by observing, that no doubt the summov 
y had all received, wojld have explained to tfa(* 

cause of their being in that room — he had, ho» 
r, something more " ugnificant " than tliat sm- 
na to offer them now, in the shape of " an instn- 
nt drawn np by the consent and advice of Ik 
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principal officers of the army." "And/' beadded^ "we 
have somewhat likewise further to say to you^ for our 
own exoneration, and we hope it may be somewbat 
further to your satisfactioti ; and, therefore^ seeing 
you sit here somewhat uneasy^ by reason of the scant- 
ness of the rpom, and the heat of the weather^ I shall 
contract myself with respect to that" This was 
merely one of those pleasant promises which orators 
<^ten make and seldom keep. His very next sentence 
confessed what a lo'ng story he bad resolved to tell. 

" I bave not thought it amiss^ a little to mind you of 
that series of providences^ wherein the Lord hitherto hath 
dispensed wonderful things to these nations^ from the 
beginning of our troubles to this very day. If I 
sbould look much backward^ we migbt remember die 
state of affkirs as they were before the shorty and that 
which was the last parliament. In what a posture the 
things of this nation stood^ doth so well^ I presume^ 
occur to all your memories and knowledges, that I shall 
not need to look so far backward, nor yet to the begin- 
ning of those hostile actions that passed between the king 
that was, and the then parliament. And indeed, should 
I begin this labour, the things, that would fall neces* 
Barily before you, would rather be fit for a history, than 
for a discourse at this present. 

*' But thus far we may look back. You very well 
know, after divers turnings of affairs, it pleased God, 
much about the midst of this war, to winnow, as I 
may so say, the forces of this nation, and to put them 
into the hands of men of other principles than those 
that did engage at first. By what strange providences 
that also was brought about, would ask more time than 
is allotted me, to remember you of. Indeed, there are 
stories that do recite those transactions, and give nar- 
ratives of matter of fact. But those things wherein the 
life and power of them lay ; those strange windings and 
turnings of providence ; those very great appearances of 
Ood, in crossing and thwairting the designs of men, that 
lie might raise up a poor and a contemptible company 
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of men^ neither versed in military affairs nor haiii^ 
much natural propensity to them even through the 
owning of a principle of godliness^ of religion ; whicb, 
so soon as it came to he owned^ the state of affairs put 
upon that foot of account ; how God blessed them, and 
all undertakings^ by the rising of that most ImprobaUe, 
despicable^ contemptible means^ for that we must fer 
ever own, — you very well know, 

'* What the several successes have been^ is not fit to 
mention at this time neither ; though I must confess 1 
'thought to have enlarged myself upon this subject, fbr. 
asmuch as the considering the works of God^ and the 
operation of his hands, is a principal part of our dutjfj 
and a great encouragement to the strengthening of wt 
hands, and of our faith for that which is behind. And 
then having given us those marvellous dispensatiom^ 
amongst other ends, for that was a most principal end,— 
as to us, in this revolution of affairs and issues of then 
successes God was pleased to give this nation and die 
authority that then stood, were very great things brought 
about, — besides those dints that were upon those nation 
and places where they were carried on, even in the ciifl 
affairs, to the bringing offenders to justice, even At 
greatest, — to the bringing the state of this goTemiiNnt 
to the namCf at least, of a commonwealth,— ^ to the seardh 
ing and sifting of all places and persons. The king 
removed, and brought to justice, and many g^reat one 
with him ; the house of peers laid aside; the house of 
commons, the representatives of the people of JBngland, 
itself winnowed, sifted, and brought to a handful ;«- 
you may very well remember ! " 

Having thus obscurely reminded them of what they very 
clearly remembered, the lord-general went on to cbarae* 
terise the year 1648, more especially, as the ^' most me- 
morable that ever this nation saw," by reason of ^'so maay 
insurrections, invasions, secret designs, open and public 
attempts, quashed in so short a time by the very signii 
appearances of God himself." He then briefly refenei 
to the defection of the presbyterians, and their 
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nbte attempts to treat with the king, '^whereby we 
should have put into his hands all that cause and in- 
terest we had opposed^ and have had nothing secured to 
us but a little piece of paper." He next, in a strain of 
enthusiasm, recalled '^ what God wrought in Ireland 
and Scotland, until the Lord had. finished all further 
trouble upon the matter, by the marvellous salvation 
wrought at Worcester." And then followed that elabo-^ 
rate and worthless attempt to vindicate the dispersion of 
the long parliament which has been elsewhere quoted*^, 
and by which the speaker could scarcely himself have 
hoped to mystify the apprehensions of his hearers.f 

Passing from this subject with the manner of one 
-who had discharged an irksome and painful task, his 
tone suddenly changed. He addressed himself mote 

* See anti, p. 79 to p. 89. 

t Twelve, as I have already mentioned, had been tliemielves members of 
the long parliament, but nearly all of these were tools of Cromwell. The 
nobler occupation of Vane, and others of the chief men of that still great 
though broicen body, has been already glanced at in these pages. A pas- 
sage n-om Mrs. Hutchinson's delightful memoirs, will more distinctly 
describe the generous thoughts that supported them in their unmerited 
exile from power. Speaking of her nustiand, she says he was travel- 
ling lip from his country business ** when news met him upon the road 
near London, that Cromwell had broken the parliament Notwithstanding, 
he went on and found divers of the members there, resolved to submit to 
this providence of God, and to wait till he should clear their integrity, and 
to disprove those people who had taxed them of ambition, by sitting still, 
vrhen they had flriends enough in the army, city, and country, to have dis-. 
puted the matter, and probably vanquished these usurpers. They thought 
that if they should vex the land by war among themselves^ the late subdued 
enemies, royalists and presbyterians, would have an opportunity to prevail 
on their dissensions, to the ruin of both : if these should govern well, and 
righteously, and moderately, they should enjoy the benefit qf their good 
government, and would not envy them the honourable toil; if they did other 
wise, they should be ready to assist and vindicate their oppressed country, 
when the ungrattful people were made sensible qf their true champions and, 
protectors. Colonel Hutchinson, in his own particular, was very glad of 
this release from that employment, which he managed with fidelity and 
uprightness, but not only without delight, but with a great deal of trouble 
and expense, in the contest for truth and righteousness upon all occasions.'* 
Nor can I refrain from giving another extract firom the same charming 
book, which will show what the nature of Colonel Hutchinson's county 
occupations were. ** He carefully attended." his wife says, in a passage 
whicn describes as well the country residences of Vane and Scot, " to the ad- 
ministration of justice in the country, and to the putting in execution of 
those wholesome laws and statutes of the land provided for the orderly 
regulation of the people. And it was wonderful how, in a short space, he 
reformed several abuses and customary neglects in that part of the country 
where he lived, which being a rich fruitful vale, drew abundance of vagrant 
people to come and exercise the idle trade of wandering and begging ; but 
• be took such courses that there was very suddenly not a beggar left in the 
country, and all the poor in every town so maintained and provided for, as 
they never were so liberaUy maintained and relieved before nor since," 
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«tly to the indiriduals so itrangdy assembled befoit 
\, and declared hiB penuasion that thej were men «1h 
w the Lord. He congratulated them on their suit 

call, and told them to be proud that it had not hea 
heir own leeking, " Now do you know," he mb- 
Led, " that what hath been done in the diuolatlon of 
: parliament, was as necessuj to be done, as the ^ 
ation of this cause ; and that necessity, that led ni M 
h^ hath brought us to this inue, of exercising an a- 
rdinary way and course, to draw yourselres togedwi 
n this account, — that you are menwho know the Lwd, 

hsTe made observations of his marvdloua dispenn- 
s, and may be trusted with this canse. It remains,— 
I iball not aeqaaiot you further with what retaM 
cur taking upon you this great butiDesa, that bdni 
t«ned in this paper, in my hand, which I do offer pre- 
lytoyou toread; — haying done that which we thoogkl 
Lave done upon this ground of necessity, — which vt 
w was not feigned necessity but real, and true, It 
end the gOTernmenC might not be at a loss, to iht 

we might manifest to the world the singleness of 
hearts, and integrity, tcAo did those thingg turi U 
ip after the poaer ourselves, to keep it in a militarj 
d, no not for a day, hut, as far o« God enablet tt 
I strength and ability, to put it into the hand* Ad, 
ht be caUedfrom teverat part* of the nation ; — thii 
issity I say, and we hope may say, for ourselre^ 

integrity, of labouring to divest die rword of the 
er and authority, in the civil administratioo of ik 
1 been that that hath moved us, to conclude of ihii 
rse ; and having done that, we think we cannot, wift 
discharge of our consciences, but offer somewhat unit 
, as 1 said before, for our own exoneration, it bavit^ 
1 the practice of others who have voluntarily aal 
of sense of duty divested themselves, and devtdvs' 

gorernment into the hands of others ; it having 
1 the practice, where such things have been dow^ 

very consonant to reason, together with the antho- 
, to lay a charge, in such a way, as we hope we da 
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and to pr^sB to the duty, which we have a word or tw6 
to offer to you. Truly, God hath called you to this 
wotk by, I think, as wonderful providences, as ever 
passed upon the sons of men in so short a time. And 
truly I think, taking the arguments of necessity (for 
the government must not fall) ; take the appearances of 
the will of God in this thing ; I am sure you would 
have been loth it should have been resigned into the 
bands of wicked men and enemies. I am sure God 
would not have it so. It comes, therefore, to you by 
way of necessity ; it comes to you by the way of the 
wise providence of God, though through weak hands ; 
and therefore I think, it coming through our hands 
though such. as we are, it may not be taken ill, if we 
offer to you something, as to the discharge of that trust 
which is incumbent upon you. And, although I seem 
to speak that which may have the face of a charge, it id 
a very humble one ; and he that speaks it means to he a 
servant to you who are called to the exercise of the su* 
preme authority ; to discharge that, which he conceives is 
his duty, in his own and his fellow's names, to you who 
will, I hope, take it in good part. And truly I shall 
not hold you long in that, because I hope it is written 
in your hearts to approve yourselves to God ; only this 
scripture I shall remember to you, which hath been 
much upon my spirit ; Hosea xi. ver. 12. * Yet Judah 
ruleth with God, and is faithful among the saints.' It 
is said before, ^Ephraim did compass God about with 
lyes, and Israel with deceit.' How God hath been 
compassed about with fastings, and thanksgivings, and 
other exercises and transactions, I think we have all to 
lament. Why, truly, you are called by God to rule with 
him and for him, and you are called to be faithful with 
the saints, who have been somewhat instrumental to 
your call ! ^ He that ruleth over men,' the scripture saith, 
^he must be just, ruling in the fear of God.' " 

One very cool inference may be detected in the midst 
of all this enthusiastic heat. It is clear, that in so em- 
phatically divesting the sword of all power and autho* 
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lity^ he meant it to go forth to the world that, in 
event of any unexpected dissolution of the present " 
preme authority," it would be impossible for the" 
of officers" again to consider itself competent to pi 
for the weal and happiness of the nation. Some 
government must then be formed, of a nature till 
untried. He had himself appeared in the council 
ber that day to separate the sword, for ever, from tbet' 
tention of power over the state, and to profess tbttis 
fellow officers as well as himself, were thencefocfi^ 
only servants to an authority more supreme. 

Proceeding to that " humble charge," which now* 
eluded all the duty that he and those officers, senraBiii 
the state, had to offer to its governors, he enforced ik 
great advice, which stiU and always, in his woi8tt£iB|t 
as in his most worthy, declared the greatness of^ 
mind. He would pray, he said, that they might '^exenii 
the judgment of mercy and truth," and still be "£u& 
fid to the saints," however those saints might difi 
respecting forms of worship. *' It is better," hec» 
tinned, ^' to pray for you, than to counsel you in M 
that you may exercise the judgment of mercy « 
truth 1 I say, it is better for you to do it, thtf > 
advise you ; better to ask wisdom from heaven for y«i 
which, I am confident, many thousands of saints 4o di 
day, and have done, and will do, through the permisai 
of God, and his assistance to advise you J Only, tn)| 
I thought of a scripture likewise, that seems tobeh 
a scripture of common application to every man, « 
Christian, wherein he is counselled to ask wisdtf 
and he is told what is that wisdom that is from abon 
^ it is pure, peaceable, gende, easy to be intreated, i 
of good fruits, without partiality, without hypoaii 
And my thoughts ran thus upon this, that the execnO 
of die judgment of truth, for that is the judgment d 
you must have wisdom from above for, and that is pi 
and that will teach you to execute the judgment 
truth ; then, if God give you hearts to be easy to be 
treated, to be peaceable spirits, to be full of good ffi 
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Jbearing good fruits to the nation^ to men as men, to the 
people of God^ to all in their several stations, — this wis- 
dom will teach you to execute the judgment of mercy 
And truth ; and I have little more to say to this j^ I shall 
rather hend my prayers for you in that behalf (as 1 said 
before) and I know many. others do also. Truly^ the 
judgment of truth will teach you to be as just towards 
an unbeliever, as towards a believer ; and it is our duty 
to be so. / confess, I have often said it foolishly , if I 
would miscarry, I would rather do it to a believer than 
to an unbeliever ; perhaps it is a paradox ; but let us 
take heed of doing it to either, exercising injustice to 
either. If God fill our heart with such a spirit as 
Moses and Paul had, which was not only a spirit for the 
believers among the people of God, but for the whole 
people (he would have died for them ; and so Paul to 
his countrymen according to the flesh, he would have 
died for them) truly, this will help us to execute the 
Judgment of truth, and mercy also." 

In the same'truly beneficent spirit, however confusedly 
expressed, of religious toleration — that first and most 
sacred principle of civil government — Cromwell added 
this ear nest and touching exhortation: '*l hope, whatever 
others may think, it ought to be to us all matter of rejoic 
ing, that, as one person, our Saviour, was touched with our 
infirmities, that he might be pitiful, I do think thisassem^ 
bly, thus called, is very much touched with the common 
infirmity of the saints ; and I hope that will teach you 
to pity others; that so saints of one sort may not be our 
interest, but that we may have respect unto all, though 
of different judgments^ and, if I did seem to speak 
any thing, that might seem to reflect upon those of the 
presbyterian judgment, I think, if you have not an 
interest of love for them, you vrill hardly answer this 
faithfulness to his saints. I confess, in my pilgrimage, 
and some exercises I have had abroad, I did read that 
scripture often, in Isaiah, xli. 19* when God gave me, 
and some of my fellows, what he would do there and 
elsewhere; which he performed for iis ; and what would 
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he do ? To what end ? ^ That he might plant in €be 
wUderness the cedar, and the shittah-tree, and the myrtle 
tree, and the palm-tree together.' To what end ? * That 
they n)ight know^ and consider, and understand toge- 
ther, that the hand of the Lord hath done this ; * and 
that the Lord hath created it ; that he wrought all sal- 
vation and deliverance, which he hath wrought, for the 
good of the whole flock ; therefore I heseech you (hut 
I think I need not) have a care of the whole flock ; love 
all the sheep, love the lamhs, all ; and tender all, and 
cherish all^ and countenance all, in all things that are 
good ; and, if the poorest ' ^ristian, the most mistaken 
christian, should desire to live peaceably and quietly uru 
der you, soberly and humbly desire to lead a life in god^ 
iiness and honesty, let him be protected / . . 1 think I 
need as little advise you concerning the propagation 
of the gospel, and encouraging such ministers, and 
such a ministry, as are faithful in the land, upon 
whom the true character is ; men that have truly re- 
ceived the spirit for such an use; which christians 
will he well ahle to discern, and do ; men that have re- 
ceived gifts from him that ascended on high, and led 
captivity captive, for the work hefore-mentioned. And 
truly the apostle, Romans xii., when he hath summoned 
up all the mercies of God, and the goodness of God, 
and hath discoursed of the foundations of the gospel, 
and of the several things that are the subject of his 
discourse, in the eleven first chapters ; after he hath 
besought them to offer up their souls and bodies a liv- 
ing sacrifice to God, he beseecheth them not to esteem 
more highly of themselves, than they ought ; but that 
they would be humble, and sober-minded, and not 
stretch themselves beyond their line, but they would 
have a care to those, that had received gifts to the uses 
there mentioned* I speak not, it is far from my hearty 
for a ministry, deriving itself through the papacy, and 
pretending to that, which is so much insisted upon to 
be succession. The true succession is through the 
spirit, given in that measure that the spirit is given ; 
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and that is a right succession. But I need not discourse 
of these things to you ; I am persuaded you are taught 
of God in a greater meas,ure than myself, in these 
things; indeed I have hut one word more to say^ and 
that is (though in that^ perhaps^ I shall shew my weak- 
ness) — it is hy way of encouragement to you to go on 
in this work." 

But most striking and characteristic of all, were the 
closing passages of this extraordinary address^ where, 
kindling into an apparent passion of enthusiastic fer- 
vour^ Cromwell spoke as if Futurity had suddenly re- 
vealed her secrets to his soul. The only war in £ng« 
land, hereafter, he exclaimed, should he that of the 
Lamh against his enemies ! To the very threshold of 
the door, to the edge of the promises and prophecies, 
they had come at last ! Out of the depths of the sea, 
God was ahout to hring home his people — > even the 
very Jews themselves he would hring home to their sta- 
tion, out of the isles of the sea f And all this was to 
he the work of the men he saw hefore him — who had 
prohably never seen each other's faces till that day— -> 
hut who had answered a divine and miraculous call 
— who had owned Jesus Christ, and whom Jesus Christ 
had owned ! No man living would have thought, three 
little months hefore, to have seen such a company taking 
upon them the supreme authority ! But they had been 
called with a high call, and would do all that the good 
English people wished to hring them to their liherties ! 
I subjoin in detail these singular passages. They express, 
to its uttermost depths, the character of Cromwell, in 
its most startling phases of profound artifice, and pro- 
founder self-delusion. No one, with a knowledge of 
the result that followed on so fast, can fail to discover 
in them the violent self-seeker, alternately quieting his 
nerves and encouraging his passions with a selfish re- 
ligious creed ; hut yielding, in the same instant, to just 
so much of sincere delusion as the faith in his own im- 
mense power was likely to generate in such a man, — and 
to just 80 much of real enthusiasm as can never be 
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wholly Heparsted, even in its falaeit phrenues, fnai 
mind of that peculiar order. Still be it kept in Tiei, 
that throv^h all, whether true or false, there js 
sprang up his own advaatage and advancement. TIki 
wai no danger to him in revealing a false fatuity 
IJB own aide he held fast the key of the » 
bow dangerous in those elect legislators, lU 
Id be made reeponsible for blessings, over k 
) of which they were soon to have no cw 
1 that the people, to whom they were to gm 
: of power and love, should speedily be M 
it them incapable o;f coitimon self-^xistem! 
lean poiition they were placed by these rfaf 
>m Cromwell, to which they listeued thiadq, 
in unBuspectiag gratitude. 
fe*f I never looked to lee tack a day a* fii>,l 
r you, when Jeiw ChrUt ihall be omned,aii 
<!/, and in IhU world. Jesus Christ is owid 
ly you all, and you own him by your willi^' 
ppearing here ; and you nanifest this (a> i 
eaturea can) to be a dag of the poteer of di* 
Fillingness. I know you remember that aof 
aim ex. 3. The people shall be willing in A 
power. God doth manifest it to be a da;< 
of Jesus Christ ! 

ig through so much blood, and so many toA 
«n upon these nations, made this to be ooai 
issues thereof, to have a people called to i 
luthority upon such an avowed account, €• 
d bis don by this ; and you, by your w^li^ 
wn Jesus Christ ; and therefore, for my p« 
I did never look to tee tuck a tifflu, P9 
are not ftnoton by face one to UTtother ; t^ 
ell you this, that indeed we have not aJloirf 
in the choice of one person, in whom we U 
wd hope, that there was faith in Jesus Chith 
nto all his saints and people. And thna Gd 
d you in the face and eyes of the world ; *J 
our coming hither, have you owned hiin ; ^ 
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it is in Isaiah^ xliil. 21. It is an high expression^ and 
look to your own hearts^ whether now or hereafter God 
shall apply it to you. ' This people (saith he) I have 
formed for myself^ that they might show forth my 
praise.' It is a memorable place^ and I hope^ not 
unfitly applied ; God apply it to each of your hearts. 
I shall not descant upon the words^ they are plain. You 
are as like the forming of God as ever people were. If 
any man should ask you one by one^ and should tender 
t hook to you^ you would dare to swear^ that neither 
directly nor incHrectly^ did you seek to come hither. 
You haVe been passive in coming hither^ in being called 
hither^ and that is an active word, ^ This people I have 
formed.' Consider the circumstances by which you are 
called together ; through what difficulties, through what 
strivings, through what blood, you are come hither. 
Neither you nor /, nor no man living, three months ago, 
had a thought to have seen such a company, taking upof^ 
them, or rather being called to the supreme authority f 
and therefore know now your caU ! 

*^ Indeed, I think, as it may be truly said, that never 
was a supreme authority, consisting of so numerous a 
body as you are, which I believe, are above one hun* 
dred and forty, ever in such a way of owning God, and 
being owned by him ; and therefore I say also, never a 
peojde formed for such a purpose (so coiled) if i$ 
were time to compare your standing with those thai 
have been called by the suffrages of the people. Who 
can tell how soon God may fit the people^ such a 
thing, and who would desire any thing more in the world, 
but that it might besof I would all the Lord's people 
were prophets, I would they were fit to be called, and fit 
to call ; and it is the longing of our hearts, to see them 
cnce own the interest of Jesus Christ. And give me 
leave to say, if I know any thing in the world, what 
is there more like to win the people to the interest and 
love of God ? Nay, what a duty will lie upon you, 
to have your conversation such, as that they may lova 
you, that they may see you lay cut your time and 
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Spirits for them ? Is not this the most UkfUy way to 
bring them to their liberties ? And do you not, by this, 
put it upoii God to find the time and the season for it, 
by pouring forth his spirit ; at least by convincing them, 
that^ as men fearing God have fought them out of their 
thraldom and bondage, under the royal power ; so men 
£earing God rule them in the fear of God, and take care 
to administer good unto them. But this is some digrea* 
sion. / say, own your call, for indeed it is marvellous^ 
and it is of God, and it hath been unprojected, unthought 
of by you and us ; and that hath been the way God hath 
dealt with us all along, to keep things from our eyes, 
that what we have acted, we have seen nothing before 
us, which also is a witness, in some measure, to our 
integrity. / say^ you are caUed with a high caU! And 
why should you be afraid to say, or think, that this way 
may be the door to usher in things that God hath pro^ 
mised and prophesied of, and to set the hearts of his 
people to wait for and expect ? We know who they 
are that shall war with the Lamb against his enemies. 
They shall be a people called, chosen^ and faithful ; 
and in the mihtary way (we must speak it without 
flattery) I believe you know it, he hath acted with 
them, and for them; and now in the civil power andau« 
tfaority ; and these are not ill prognostications for that 
good we wait for. Indeed, I do think something is at 
the door ; we are at the threshold ; and therefore it be- 
comes us to lift up our heads, and to encourage ourselves 
in the Lord ; and we have some of us thought it our duty 
to endeavour this way, not vainly looking on that pro- 
phecy in Daniel, ^ And the kingdom shall not be deli- 
vered to another people.' Truly, Grod hath brought 
it into your hands, by his owning, and blessing, and 
calling out a military power ; God hath persuaded their 
hearts to be instrumental in calling you, and this hath 
been set upon our hearts, and upon all the faithful in 
the land ; it may be that it is not our duty to deliver 
it over to any other people, and that scripture may be 
Ailfilling now to us. But I may be beyond my line. 
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*^ But, I thank Qod, I have my hopes exercised in these 
things, and so I am persuaded are yours. Truly^ seeing 
that these things are so, that you are at the edge of the 
promises and prophecies, at least, if there were neither 
promise for this nor prophecy, you are coveting the 
best things, endeavouring after the best things; and, as 
I have said elsewhere, if I were to chuse the mean** 
est officer in the army, or commonwealth, I would 
chuse a godly man that hath principles, especially 
where trust is to be committed, because I know where 
to have a man that hath principles. I believe if any 
man of you should chuse a servant, you would do so ; 
and I would all our magistrates were so chosen, that 
there may be some effects of this. It is our duty to chuse 
men that fear the Lord, to praise the Lord, yea, such 
as the Lord forms for himself, and he expects not praises 
from others. This, being so, puts me in mind of 
another scripture, Psal* Ixviii., which indeed is a glori* 
ous prophecy, and I am persuaded of the gospel, or it 
may be of the Jews ; also there it is prophesied, ^ He 
will bring his people again out of the depths of the sea, as 
once he led Israel through the Red Sea ; ' and it may be, 
some do think God is bringing the Jews home to their 
station from the isles of the sea ! Surely, when God 
sets up the glory of the gospel- church, it shall be ga- 
thering people out of deep waters, out of the multitude 
of waters] such are his pe<^le, drawn out of the multi- 
tudes of th^ nations, and people of the world ! And 
that psalm will be very gbrious in many other parts of 
it, ' Wlien he gave the word, great was the company 
of them that published it. Kings of the armies did fly 
apace, and she that tarried at home divided the spoil. 
And, although ye have lain among the pots, yet shall ye 
be as the wings of a dove covered wit^ silver, and her 
feathers with yellow gold.' And, indeed, the triumph 
of that psalm is exceeding high and great, and God is 
accomplishing it ! and the dose of it doseth with 
my heart, and I am persuaded will with yours also ! 
^ God shakes hUls and mountains, and they red; and 
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God hath a hill too, and his hill is as the hiB of Bashan, 
and the chariots of God are twenty thousand of angels, 
and God will dwell upon this hill for ever.' *' 

Relapsing into his ordinary manner^ the lord-general 
added these words: — ^^Tndy^ I am sorry that I have 
troubled you, in such a place of heat as this is, so long ; all 
that 1 \i9Lve to say in mine own name, and in the names of 
my fellow officers^ who have joined with me in this work, 
is, that we shall commend you to the grace of God, and 
to the guidance of his spirit ; having thus far served you^ 
or rather our Lord Jesus Christ in it^ we are, as we hope, 
and shall be, ready in our stations, according as the pro« 
vidence of God shall lead us, to be subservient to the 
work of God, and the authority which, we reckon^ God 
hath set over us. And although we have no formal 
thing to present you with, to which the hands and out- 
ward visible eicpressions of the hearts of the officers of 
the three nations are set; yet we may say for them, 
and we may also with confidence for our brethren at 
sea, with whom neither in Scotland, nor Ireland, nor 
at sea, hath any artifice been used, to persuade their 
approbations to this work ; yet we can say, that their 
consent and afiections hath flowed in to us from all 
parts beyond our expectations ; and we are confident we 
may say with all confidence, that we have had their appro- 
bations, and full consent, unsought indeed to the other 
work ; so that you have their hearts and afiections in this ; 
and not only they, but we have very many papers from 
the churches of God, throughout the nation, wonder- 
fully both approving what hath been done in removing 
obstacles, and approving what we have done in this 
very thing. And, having said this, I shall trouble you 
no more; but if you vdll be pleased that this instru- 
ment may be read, which 1 have signed by the advice 
of the council of officers, we shall then leave you to 
your own thought^, and to the guidance of God, to 
order and dispose of yourselves for further meetings aa 
you shall see cause/' 

Having" thus closed this memorable address, this 
*' grave, Christian, and seasonable speech," as his con- 
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temporary historian* terms it, he placed upon the 
table a formal instrument, engrossed on parchment, 
and bearing his hand and seal, by which, with the ad- 
vice of his council of officers, he devolved and entrusted 
the supreme authority and government of the common- 
wealth into the hands of the persons there met ; and 
declared that they were to be acknowledged for that au- 
thority to whom all persons within this nation should 
yield obedience and subjection ; that they were to sit 
till the 3d of November, 1654 ; and that, three months 
before that time, they should make choice of other 
persons to succeed them, who were not to sit longer 
than twelve months, and were then to determine re- 
specting the succession of the govemment.f 

And now, to all outward appearance, Cromwell stood 
in the proud position of one who, having virtually held 
the supreme government of England for upwards of 
six weeks, had freely surrendered it from himself for 
ever, and intrusted it to a convention of able, faithful, 
high-spirited, and holy men, with whom were to rest, 
not only the appointment of their successors in power, 
but the entire disposal of his own poor services, due, as 
from a private man, to the supreme governors of his 

• Carrington. " 

t It is a remarkable circumstance that this instrument of government, of 
the date of the 4th of July, 1653, is no where to be found in the state records 
of the time. It has perished with the act for dissolving the long parlia 
ment and providing a new representative. The following, however, is the 
official description of the instrument, in the Mercurius Politicus. After a 
bri^ sketch of Cromwell's speech, the writer says, *' Which being ended, 
his lordship produced an instrument under his own hand and seal, whereby 
he did, with the advice of his officers, devolve and intrust the supreme 
authority and government of this commonwealth into the hands of the 
persons then met ; who, or any forty of them, are to be held and acknow. 
ledged the supreme authority of the nation ; unto whom all persons within 
the same, and the territories thereunto belonging, are to yield obedience 
and subJecticHi. And they are not to sit longer than the Srd of November, 
1654. Three months before their dissolution, they are to make choice of 
other persons to succeed them, who are not to sit longer than a twelve- 
month ; but it is left to them to take care for a succession in government 
Wbkh instrument being delivered to the persons aforesaid, his lordship 
commended them to the grace of God." Mr. Godwin not unfairly suggests 
St as an artifice of Cromwell, that, while the authority of this assembly 
stood on so precarious a footing, he ostentatiously gave them an existence 
of sixteen months, adding twelve months more for their successors; that 
be might thus render their imbecility more apparent, and excite in hit 
coundrmen an anxious wish for a government more stable, and that should 
eommand a greater degree aS respect at home and abroad. 
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omiiitxj. His resignation had been accompanied with 
all tbe frams that could declare it final and irrevocaUe. 
A fixed term vas Darned for the existence of the preseut 
authority, and in the nomination of their euccessorg he 
had reierved no pergonal control. Nay, more. A ma. 
jority of those into vhoae hands he had just placed the 
inatninient of government were men, as the result soon 
after proved, of whom hi« penooal knowledge waa 
little, and hta neana of personal influence or control atiU 
less. Finallj, he had not reserved to himself a leat in 
their councils, nor cared to stipulate ' that even bia 
officers should sit there. He had submitted in all thingi, 
and exacted in nothing. As lord.general of the army 
he remained, indeed, servant to the state. In a politi- 
cal sense, he wis BOthisg more than ^e brewer's aon of 
Huntingdon. 

Vet, if the majoritj present had only thought aaore of 
earth and less of heaven, it might have been manifest to 
all, that Cromwell atood in that room. on the threshold 
of hia moat ambitious designs, that his gdden dream 
waa well-ragb out, and that the gUttecing bauble he 
had BO long set his heart upon waa, at last, settUng it- 
self upon his head. There had been something ia 
his manner, while he offered all these humble sacrifices, 
which half betrayed the secret of his soul. As his fancy 
tindled into the later and more passionate raptures of the 
eKhortstion, a characteristic incident was uoted, which 
lord Leicester has recorded in his journal. " He grew 
very hot," his lordship writes, " and putt ofPhis cloke, 
and gave it to one of the corroneHs, who tooke it, and 
held it like a servant. This was don as the king would 
sometimes do in great assemblys, but no man else." 

The colonels, indeed, knew it all — every man whohad 
been nominated by Cromwell himself to that coDvention 
knew it — and each had his part to play. A-atiQ 
larger body of honest men remained, and honest and en- 
thusiastic aa they were, they, too, had Mei'r parts to play. 
The instruments of Cromwell's ambidon were as oft^ 
sincere as false. Hi* favourite ptdicy was to win open 
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trusty and pay it back with secret treachery. But such 
trust is most frequent in the true^ and it was accord- 
ingly yet more by means of the honest than of the base 
that he strode into his throne* Here was a majority of 
honesty and not unwise^ fanatics. He could rely u^n 
their mode of action. He knew that they would conduct 
their proceedings as if the Divinity himself had^ indeed, 
called them to their office. He had nothing of stratagem 
to fear from them. He knew that with himself they would 
keep the faith of honest men^ if not of politic ones, fie 
had in any case provided^ besides^ a secret current of 
counteraction against them in a formidable minority 
of their own body — a safety-valve in the moment of 
danger^ which with bis own hand he could shut or 
open. Their first legislative efl^rts, he was well aware, 
would raise formidable discontents in the people against 
them ; the divine call he had imposed upon them was 
a death-warrant to class-interests which would at once 
range themselves in fierce opposition ; the lawyers^ from 
the commonest scrivener up to the lord commissioner 
Whitelocke^ would be called to arms for their fees ; the 
ecclesiastical ministry and their patrons would be sum- 
moned forth in defence of advowsons and of tithes; 
the officers would have good reason to tremble for the 
security of their recent endowments ; and n^hat pro- 
tectipn would all these think of in their hour of alarm^ 
if not of that \^hich he could afford them P He knew 
himself their sole refuge. Thus would vanish the last 
solid resistance to his daring project— -and he had found 
far more conscientious resistance to it, even among his 
own relatives and creatures, than he had been at all 
prepared for-^ and he might ascend the chair of the 
protectorate as indeed the saviour of jthe state, the 
protector of her interests, the sole apparent refuge of 
her civil and religious institutions, the composer of her 
quarrels and confusion, the harbinger of order and of 
peace. And this was the grave cheat of the 4th of 
July, l65S. 

When Cromwell and his officers had left th^ room, 
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it was merely voted that the convention should meet on 
the following morning at eight o'clock^ in the old parlia^ 
ment house at Westminster. There and then they met 
accordingly, and devoted the greater part of the day to 
prayers.* '*And the service," one of the body relates 
to us^ '^ was performed by the members amongst them- 
selves, eight or teh speaking in prayer to God, and some 
briefly from the word ; much of the presence of Christ 
and his spirit appearing that day, to the great gladding 
of the hearts of many ; some affirming they never en. 
joyed so much of the spirit and presence of Christ in 
any of the meetings and exercises of religion in all 
their lives as they did that day."+ 

After this auspicious commencement of their legisla- 
tive duties, they elected a speaker in the person of Mr. 
Francis Rouse, a Devonshire man, of very good fortune, 
and provost of Eton College. They then separated for 
that day. 

The record of the second ^ay's proceedings has a 
more business-like aspect. After prayer, much more 
brief, which, according to the author of the '^ £xact 
Relation," '* was daily performed by one member or 
other, as they, were found free to perform it, they pro- 
ceeded to call over the house ; read and laid up the 
instrument of their impowering ; chose a clerk \ , and 
after a serjeant-at-arms ; and chose a committee to 
consider what offices and attendants were necessary to be* 
taken in, and to consider of the fees and salaries of such 
as should be employed ; which, accordingly^ was done 
and confirmed by the house." Their next action tended 
to show the correctness of the judgment formed by Crom-> 
weU. They sent a deputation, headed by sir Anthony 
Ashley Cooper, to invite the lord-general himself §, 

- * This fervent religious exercise luted from eight o'clock in the morning' 
till seven o'clock in the evening. The Dutch delegates then in London^. 
however, carnal self-seekers as they were, transmitted to their repybtic no 
other note of the prayers preferred, than that one member prayed for a ' 
peace with the high and mighty states, their constituents. 

t Exact Relation. 

t Scobell was continued in this office, and Birkhead elected seijeant-at- 
arms. 

S They renewed to the lord-general also the offbr of the palace of Hanp. 
ton Ck>urt^ in exchange for his nouse at NewhalL 
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the three major-generals, Harriaon^ Desborough, and 
Lambert, with colonel Tomlinson, to assist in their de- 
liberations as members of the house. This invitation 
was of course graciously accepted. 

On the following day, they voted that all addresses 
should be made to them under the name of " the par- 
liament of the commonwealth of England. " This 
passed by a division of sixty-five to forty- six. Their 
next movement of importance was the appointment of 
a new council of state, which they resolved should con- 
sist of thirty-one members. They left the old thirteen 
untouched, adding eighteen more. The mere names in 
this council would suffice to repel the favourite imputa- 
tions of slandier against its framers, since they made no 
effort to thrust members into it who had not already 
some public consideration or importance.* Two days 
after its appointment, another entire sitting of the house 
was devoted to prayer, '^ which accordingly," the *^ Exact 
Relation ''tells us, ^' was done by the members, principally 
by such as had not done service before, when also the 
lord-general was present, and it was a very comfortable 
day." The practice after this period seems to have 
been very regidarly observed — that, as soon as about 
twelve members were met, they began with prayer ; 
and so continued praying, one after another, till a 
sufficient number had assembled to make up a house, 
when the speaker took the chair. 

A special prayer-day, that is, a day entirely devoted 
to prayer, had generally a special object. Thus we find 
among the proceedings that^ on the 1 2th, '^ the house 
having spent the day before in prayer to God for his 
counsel and direction in their affairs, a committee was 

* I subjoin the list : — Oliver Cromwell/lord-general ; John Lambert, 
ma^-geaevdli Thomas Harrison, major.general ; John Desborough, ma- 
jor.general; Colonel Anthony Stapeleyj Colonel William Sydenham; 
Colonel Philip Jones ; Colonel Matthew Tomlinson ; Colonel Robert Ben. 
net; Sir Oiibert Pickering, bart; Walter Strickland; John Carew; 
Samuel Moyer; Richard Salway; lord Viscount Lisle; sir Anthony 
Ashley Cooper, bart; sir Charles Wolseley, bart.; sir James Hope: 
lieutenant-general Charles Fleetwoo«l ; colonel John Hewson ; colonel 
Henry Lawrence ; colonel Richard Norton ; Edward Montagu ; Charles 
Howard ; alderman Titchbome ; Richard Mi^or ; Hugh Courteney ; Tho' 
mas St Nichdas ; Dennis HoUister ; Andrew Brobghton ; John Williams. 

M 4 
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appointed to draw up a declaration, to incite the peofk 
of this commonwealth to seek unto tlie Lord fortk 
tame hlessing." This paper soon after appeared, ui 
was sent round, for immediate protnidgation, to ill flu 
Tarious sheriffli and dvil officers throughout £ng^ 
Great care is taken in it to abstain from reflectkat 
remark on the conduct or the dissolution of thelstepf* 
liament, and no other reference is made to the sDmiMi 
by which they had themselves assembled than in the i» 
pie statement, —^ that being in an e&traordiharynuuw 
called together, and required to assume the supn* 
government, they had judged it meet laid requisite i 
take upon themselves the charge assigned* lliey k 
ther remark, that though, *' compassed abouC « ^ 
were, '^ with much weakness and human fhiilty/' M 
were tender of pressing covenants and engagementi 
&e people, yet they expected and bcilieved thtl 
peaceable and good citizens would conduct thenuel* 
suitably to the protection they looked for firom the pi 
sent authority. They. were ample in expressing^ 
purpose to proceed in all things as might best 
to the good of all, and in declaring the waflchfukess 
would in every respect exercise. We will be as 
they said, " of the lives, estates, liberties, just 
and properties of all others^ as we are of ourselTes 
our posterities, whom we expect still to be go 
by successive parliaments/' Some remarkable p 
followed. They revealed, though in language of oiitt 
elevation, that statesmanship was to be attended h» 
after with certain mysterious and extravagant 10^ 
which men could never have dreamt of until then. Tkj 
fairly proclaimed the approaching advent of a rogn^ 
saints. They marked themselves out, in the midst ^ 
much honesty, and not a little of the true sense of ^ 
Vernment's wisest functions, as at once the instrumcif 
and the victims of Cromwell. Lest the people shoi^ 
think too highly of the means they were about to diifdf 
of conferring happiness and order on the land, tk^ 
declared, at die very outset, that the ultimate end tlKf 
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had in yiew ^as one which was utterly unattainable* 
But in no mean or mlgar strain was this done — in 
nothing of the debased spirit of fanaticism which has 
been attributed to them — but in language which waa 
worthy of eyen the sublime source from which they 
sought its inspiration, and with a simplicity of soulwhich> 
while it too surely disclosed the sincerity 6f their own 
delusions^ spoke not less surely for the proportionate 
success of Cromwell's scheme. 

■ After calling the attention of the people to the gtekt 
works recently done in England, " which hate much 
filled aU our enemies with amazement, and our friends 
with admiration^" they thus proceed:— '' Yet we cannot 
but acknowledge, that we are not yet at rest^ nor cau 
believe we haye yet enjoyed or seen enough to accom.^. 
plish the ends of God ; or satisfy the thoughts of men 
for that yast expence of blood and treasure^ which could 
not haye been endured with any patience^ but in hope 
that, at length, those bitter pangs and throes would 
make some way for that long expected birth of peacd^ 
freedom, and happiness, both to the souls and bodies of 
* the Lord's people. And although we do not see it fully 
brought forth, yet we do not despair, but, in God's due 
time, it shall be so ; and the dark black clouds of the 
night shall fly before the bright morning star, and 
the shakings of heayen and earth make way for the tto>- 
aire of all nations ! Nay, there are many things which 
make us hope the time is near at hand. Wi6 ms the 
clouds begin to scatter, and the dark thadoiwefly away ! 
streams of light appear, and the day is surely dawned ! *' 
Pursuing this through other scriptural allusions, they 
added, with a noble fenrour, ^' And as we believe the 
Lord hath neyer yet stept back, or withdrawn his 
mighty arm, after he had gone so far> and done so 
much, and had made his people willing and desirous 
still to follow him ; so, we also hope, his great and free 
goodness will not forsake his people here^ or sufibr them 
to forsake him, or to deal falsely widi him in his cause, 
till he hath accomplished his great works, and brought 
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>ibout his great ends^ whose gifts and callings are 
out repentance ! Is the Lord's hand shortened, that 
cannot save ? Is he a man that he should tarn, ie| 
withdraw^ or look hack ? Shall he bring to the 
and shall he not give strength enough to bring ft 
He is the same God, and changeth not, and if tliis k 
of Grod^ it shall stand ; and lett every one take heed^ 
fighting against God. This is all we say. If itk 
from God, let him prosper and bless it; but ifwftjiii 
fall, though we fall before it." 

In the same spirit of exalted humility and (A 
they thus concluded. '^ However it shall please ih 
Lord," they said^ ^' to do by us, or to deal with us, ) 
we humbly desire that ourselves and all the 
of God may be still faithful and fervent with 
wrestling in prayers and supplications, till he shall 
raise up his own tabernacle, and build his temple 
his own spirit^ which he hath promised to pour 
all flesh ! and raise up governors after his own Ivti 
and teachers after his own wiU, to make exactors petf 
and officers righteousness ! that he may overcome 
evil of the world with his goodness, and fill the 
earth with his ' glory ! that his will may be done 
earth as now in heaven ! that righteousness may 
out of the earth, and may dwell here^ and righteoQ 
and peace may kiss each other ! that all his people 
have one lip, one heart, one consent, and one dn 
to bow down and worship him ! that the envy of J 
and Ephraim may be taken away ; and that they 
be one of the same fold with one shepherd ! ^ 
wars may cease to the ends of the earth, and that all 
tions may turn their swords and spears into plougi 
and pruning^hooks ! that the wolf may feed viA ^ 
lamb, and that the earth be full of the knowledge ^^ 
as waters cover the sea ! that upon every house or asffA 
may be a cloud by day, and a pillar of fire by ni^,^ 
is promised^ and was of old upon the tabernacle I di 
every one may be holy, and the pots, nay, the 6eflr v^ 
the horses f may be hoUness to the Lord I And tbit i 
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peace and joy we may all wait^ expect^ and long for 
his glorious comings who is king of kings^ and lord of 
lords^ our hope and righteousness ; who is still to ride 
on prosperously, conquering and to conquer^ till he hath 
suhdued all his enemies; and^ at lengthy come to deli- 
Yer up the kingdom to his father, th^t God may reign, 
and he all in all." 

The day after the issue of this extraordinary address 
was famous for the first movement in the house against 
tithes — that grand and primary source of contention^ 
which stood in the way of the universal peace they pro- 
mised. For several successive days the discussion on 
the subject was continued^ but without any fixed result*^ 
and the matter was at last referred to a special commit- 
tee. The law and its grievances were doomed next, 
and^ in entire realisation of all that was anticipated by 
Cromwell^ the work of provoking class-hostilities went 
indeed bravely on. 

On one day alone^ the 20th t)f July, eleven important 
questions were referred to as many committees. Two 
of these committees, for the affairs of Ireland and Scot- 
land^ had been named on the ninth ; but they were 
now organised afresh, with some trifling alterations, and 
the names of Cromwell and Lambert inserted in the 
firsts which had before stood only in the second. The 
other committees were for the law, the army, the reve- 
nue, petitions^ trade and corporations^ the poor and com-- 
missions of the peace, public debts and frauds^ prisons, 
and the advancement of learning. The names of Crom- 
well and Lambert were in none of these. Sir Anthony 
Ashley Cooper was the first person named on the com- 

* The author of the "Exact Relation" describes what the chief diflPbrence 
was, and narks also the wise and sober judgment which relieved even the 
wildest projects of these singular men. '* Whereas all the house, for the 
most part, were sensible that tithe was a grievance fit to be removed, the 
difference was, some would not give way to the remove of it, till some other 
^ing were provided io be set in the room qfit [this was precisely the state of 
the question on the dissolution of the long parliament] ; others would have 
it removed as a grievance in the first place, and then to make provision as 
God should direct In the debate, diflbrence was made betwixt impropri- 
ators and that which was otherwise ; and all seemed free and willing that 
impropriators, should be satisfied the value; and therefore, upon the 
choosing of a committee for tithes, only that of incumbents was to be con- 
sidered oC" 
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mittee of ihe law. He was also on the eomimtteefa 
the advancement of learning* Barbone, repveMntedl 
all the histories to have been so active and fonwd i 
every things that he was^ in fact, the '^ all in afl" of di 
assembly^ was only of the committee for petitiooi. i 
committee on the great subject of tithes had been offlrf 
on the day preceding. The committees varied in i 
number of their members, from twelve to nineteen.* 

Leaving them for a while to their niemoiabledits 
it Is right that vre should now record the in 
which marked the interval between the issue of the 
and their meeting in obedience to them^ while the 
tary council still hdd supreme power. These 
cils> as we alre^y have had occasion to state^ 
among themselves and their great chief all the 
acts of goyemment Tkey appmnted a oominittK 
five to^ finish the treaty begun bj the statesmen with 
Portuguese ambassador^ Don Pantaleon 8a. To the 
committee it was referred to consider of the treatj 
the resident from France^ M. de Bourdcaux. The 
of the duke of Tuscany vras met by another coiq 
similarly appointed. But the main occurrencei of 
time were thdr reception of^ and their negociatbn 
the ambassadors of the United Provinces, who 
after a new battle of the Sd of June^ to solicit petf' 
and their conduct on the sudden return of J<^ ^ 
burne.f 

One of the noblest of the legacies kft by thelj 
parliament to their destroyer was the great ta^i 
appointed fleet by which they had already^ in all 9 
tial respects^ broben the strength of the Dutch ; tsAi 

••The author of the **Exacft Relation** tayi, " Then the boaie wut^ 
dited into several oommitteet, for the betterdispfttch ofburiMM 
none might be idle, but all employed in publicsorvice Beside tteci^J 
atate, six or seven committeea were cnoaen and set to work;*-^ 
Mittee for the army, the committee for prisons and prisoner^ the«^ 
tee fbr regulating the law, the committee for justice* and for tbeii^ 
committee for public debts, the committee for the Soots and In"|^ 
the committee for petitions j — > which committees sat daily, and tMil 

Eains, morning and evening, almost every day in the week. M "r 
usineas, and make things ready for the house; and nuinythii#l 
fitted and prepared, 
f See ant^, notes to p. 94, 95, and 96. 
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of Cromwell's first acts of power was the substitution 
of Monk for Blake^ in its chief command.* Distrusting 
the staundi republicanism of Blake^ he obviously ap. 
prehended some hostile movement from him when he 
should hear of the deed that had been done. Yet 
had that great commander^ in the course he really 
took^ administered to Cromwdl and his creatures an 
ever memorable lesson. As soon as the news of the 
forcible dispersion of his friends and associates reached 
him^ he directed an order to be issued throughout 
the fleets ^at '^ it was not the business of seamen to 
mind state affairs, but to keep foreigners from fooling 
us." t There, as in every other action of tlie life of 
Blake, spoke out the heroic spirit which moved, in later 
but not such glorious years, the passionate love and 
admiration of the £nglish people at the mention of the 
name of Nelson. Monk was already on his way to 
assume supreme command, but Blake not less cheerfully 
submitted to command under him. 

News of greater promise, or received with greater 
rapture, than that which told of the dissolution of the 
formidable parliament of statesmen, was never heard in 
the Dutch commonwealth. They seem to have beheld 
already England at thdr feet Resolved, at all events, 
to make a strenuous effort to bring her there, they at 
once renewed their shattered fleets; and Van Tron^>, 
having safely convoyed the outward bound trade of 
Holland, returned immediately with a force of a hun«. 
dred sail to seek the English on their own coasts. He 
was accompanied by de Ruy ter, de Witt, and Evertsens. 

Monk, assisted by Dean, Penn, and Lawson, met 
the Dutch admiral off the North Foreland, with about 
an equal number of ships. The action began on the 
Snd of June, and lasted for two enture days. On the 

* Clarendon thus deicrfbM the three admlralt. " Blake, a man wdl 
known, but not thot^t etMrelp enonghdevoUd to Cromweli ; Monk, whom 
he called out qf Scotland mt hts own creature f and Dean, a mere seamaiu 
grown firam a common mariner to the reputation <tf a IkM and excelkni 
cJfUser.** 

f Lives, English and Fgreign, toL U. p. 109. 



r74 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

night of the firsts it was found that the Dutdi U 

lost two sail ; hut for this superiority the English bii 

paid a heavy price in the death of their great admnl 

Dean. Struck^ at the very commencement of the ictk^ 

hy a chain shot from Uie Dutch vice-admiral's thi 

he fell lifeless at the feet of Monk. He was t ni 

so worshipped hy the seamen^ from the midst of iki 

he sprung^ that the knowledge of his fate at d 

a time might have turned the fortune of the ii^ 

But the cool sagacity of Monk did not deseit ta 

Quietly unfastening the doak he wore^ he droptito« 

the dead hody ; went on with the issue of his om 

as though Dean had merely turned aside ; the fi 

glish seamen^ unconscious of the fall of their he]o« 

commander^ fought with their accustomed gallutif 

and hefore the dawn of the morning of die 

Blake's arrival^ with eighteen ships^ placed the 

heyond further doubt Van Tromp fought on 

day with the most determined courage ; but fil 

arrival acted as a panic to his fleet ; his orders 

disobeyed ; several of his captains fled in confusion 

the superior fire of their opponents * ; and he 

ultimately obliged to seek shelter within llie Wi 

and along the shallow coast of Zealand. Eleven of 

ships had been captured^ eight sunk^ and two Uown 

with gunpowder; 1300 of his men had been left 

hind him as prisoners^ and in proportion, on his 

were the killed and wounded. The English loss 

slight in comparison. 

Cromwell received this news^ which arrived in 
don before the meeting of the convention^ with 
ports of rapture. It was not his victory — it was 
victory of the government he had overthrown t 
the statesmen he had pursued with ridicule and i 

* It would seem ftom the letters in Thurloe that the English foa|k' 
the distance of half cannon shot till the enemy fell intoconftMW»^^ 
began to fly, when their disabled ships were surrounded and captii^^ 
the English frigates. J 

t This is not denied by 'impartial historians. **The fleet,** nyij 
Lingaid. *' owed its success to the exertions of the govemmcot ^ 
Cromwell had overturned." 
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—it was more especially the result of those exertions 
f VaDe which had drawn down his signal hatred on that 
talesman* — but it was an occurrence of superior good 
ortune^ of which none knew better to avail themselves 
ban he; and in every quarter of the country he ordered it 
) be proclaimed as a sudden manifestation of jthe Lord^ 
n *' answer to the faith and prayer of God's people." 
lis council issued at the same time^ on his suggestion^ 

declaration of extraordinary fervour^ in which the 
hole people of England were called upont to set apart 

day of public thanksgiving to the Almighty for such 
ingular mercies. We shall conclude our exhortation^ 
[ley said^ with that of David. '^ O give thanks unto the 
iOrdy for he is good^ for his mercy endureth for ever. 
iCt the redeemed of the Lord say so^ whom he hath 
adeemed from the hand of the enemy. O give thanks 
nto the Lord^ for he is good^ for his mercy endureth 
}r ever. Let Israel now say that his mercy endureth 
)r ever. Let the house of Aaron now say that his 
lercy endureth for ever. Let them now, that fear the 
iOrd^ say^ that his mercy endureth for ever. O give 
lanks unto the Lord^ for he is good^ for his mercy en- 
ureth for ever.*' As the people heard such thanks pro- 
Laimed by order of the sheriffs in every English county, 
liey might well indeed suspend all anger or impa- 
ence at the recent extraordinary change> in wondering 
spectancy of a coming reign of sanctities and bless- 

On the 22nd of June, twenty days after the victory, 
mbassadors from Holland arrived in London to nego- 
ate for peace. Cromwell, still the holder of supreme 

* Such, for example, u the proposed sale of Hampton Court, during 
ane's remarkable exertions towards the preparation of this great fleet, 
remains undeniable, and to the immortal honour of that eminent politi- 
in, that the greatest glories of our unrivalled English navy date from the 
ival administration over which Vane presided. 

t The admirers and partisans of Cromwell were very busy on the appear- 
loe of this declaration in pointing to it as a striking proof of the humility 
d single^nindedness of the lord.graeral,that the people were invited, and 
»t commanded, to the duty of thanksgiving. Waltelocke himself has the 
Uowing remark concerning it "IttoolE the more," he says, **witb 
wy people, because it was not a command, and imposing upon men, but 
ily an invitation of them to keep a day of public thanksgiving." 
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power, reoeiy^d ihem coldly. On tiie 24A, ^ bo^ 
of admiral Dean arri?6d in the Thamca^ «id Ciomid 
ifisoed ordera for ita waweyvaee into Ltrndon^ iH 
every pooaiUe demonatration of gi»titade^ afiectiM, d 
h<monr. A long line of mourning barges fiQedtheni 
ttota Greenwich to Westminster Bridge ; and^ u I 
body paaaed^ all the ahips upon the Thaioea, am 
by minute guns from the Tower, oiered it vesped 
reverence. In the evening of the same day, it 
etate-burial, by torchlight, in the abbey of Wi 
minster ; and CroraweU, '^ with all the officers of 
army and navy then in town,*' attended as 
mourners. ' Thus early in his reign of power did 
remarkable man demonstrate a rare administratiye 
city. His unexampled honours to the memory of 
commander so beloved, who had sprung from 
the common sailors and waa venerated in an 
manner by all claases of the people, won for 
^Q little sympathy and gratitude; — his lepulsiTe 
ment of the Dutch ambassadors propitiated the gm 
pride. 

Some circumstaaees connected with this Dutdi 
bassy should not be omitted. As soon as Blake's 
victory off the Ide of Portland became known in 
land, a general importunity had risen for peace, not 
in the merchant classes than among the common 
Ambassadors, for the management of a treaty, 
accordingly named. With the dissolution of die 
parliament, however, and the tidings of hope it 
to aU the enemies of England, hope reviyed in B 
also*, and the embassy was temporarily 
Again these anticipations fell, when it was sees th 
Blake and the seamen had not deserted the b^ 
government, but accepted service under Monk ; • 
a^ain the Dutch implored their states for peace. ! 
was accordingly resolved, that the ambassadors fonsi^ 




* Whitelocke adduces Variouc lett«n to prove that ** the Dutdi - 
joiced at the diaaolving of the parliament, ho|^ng for acme diaabliiv*'^ 
£agliah fleet thereby; but, being diaa n po l ofced thereof tbmeaamimr^ 
were eameit for a peace with England.*' 
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named should proceed to discharge their mission. But, 
before they arriyed in London^ Van Tromp had pro* 
▼oked Monk to engage, with the disastrous result I have 
described; and, instead of presenting themselves on 
their arrival as men who might reasonably, from the chief 
of a new government, demand a fair and honourable 
peace, they appeared in the pitiful posture of suppliants 
who deprecated fiercer rage than they had experi«- 
enced yet, from a more triumphantly victorious con- 
queror. It is^ under these circumstances, right to keep 
In mind, that the presoice of these pacific negotiators, 
from the proud government of the United Provinces, 
was a confession of the invincible capacity and energy 
of the statesmen of the long parliament ; and not, as it 
has been esteemed, a tribute to the instant supremacy 
of Cromwell. When the lord general seized the power 
of the state, he may be said to have inherited a well ap- 
pointed navy of upwards of 100 sail, and the fruits of 
one of the noblest maritime victories on record: yet, 
when Van Tromp first appeared in the channel, the 
committee of the admiralty had only twenty sail in the 
Downs. All else had followed, with sundry victories In 
its course, from the exertions of Blake and Vane. 

Cromwell, surrounded by his military council, re* 
oeived the Dutch del^ates with a haughty pride» 
Their first proposition was, that, pending the present 
negotiation^ all Kostilities should cease. This, he pe- 
remptorily refused. Their next had relation to what 
diey termed the exorbitant demands formerly made by 
the long parliament, when St. John^ was ambassador at 
the Hague*, and some abatement. of which, they con- 
tended^ must form the basis of any new treaty. This 

• This WM before the victor* of Worcester in 1631. TTie emlxissy was 
admirably discharged by St. John, who, as soon as he saw a disposition in 
the States to trifle with England, threw up hif mission in these memonible 
words : — " I peroeive," be said to the states general, "that you are waiting 
the is«u'e of our war with the Scotch ; ami some members of our parliament 
advised that we should first finish that business — as we soon snail — and 
then expect your envoys on our shores. 1 tiiought better of you, and have 
misjudged ; but trust me you will noon repent your rejection of the qffert 
v^ich we have made you.'* The statesmen kept their words. The equip. 
meat of a noble fleet, and the passing of the navigation act* were the 
immediate results of St John's abrupt leturn. 

VOL. VII. N 
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proposition met with no better fate than the firiL 
Cromwell "refused to stir one jot from the gnnmdtiks 
up by his predecessors. Three weeks passed 
thus: the Dutchmen, in despair, demanded their p* 
ports, and would haye gone at once had not Cimai 
condescended, for special purposes he had priTatahi 
view, to cajole and humour them. Now, he would di 
them reproachfully for their impatience, and m 
with tears in his eyes, for their carelessness of i 
miseries of war! The oonyention meanwhile 
bled, and it then favoured his purposes to 
himself as their servant merely, and the humble 
sentative of a supremer power in the state. Two 
at least passed- in continual agitation of new 
sals, and the transient glitter of new hopes, whet 
announced to them on the behalf of '^ the parliaraoc 
the commonwealth/' at an audience they had 
from its new council of state, that England would 
her claim of pecuniary compensation from H 
provided Van Tromp were for a whOe removed 
the command of their fleet, in acknowledgment of 
having been the aggressor; and, provided tUm 
states would consent to the incorporation of the 
countiies into one great maritime power, to be 
under the same government, consisting of indi 
chosen out of both."* The last condition prtived, 
was probably intended, a stumbling bl&ck to the 
negotiation. It was a subject not embraced in 
instructions. Ultimately, three of their number 
London for the Hague, to procure larger 
Bevemlngk, the representative of the states of U 
alone remained. 

But it was now the close of July and, exacdf j 
days before the departure of the Dutchmen, warn 
battle had been fought at sea, and another yictoiy^ 

* A vast number of papers will be found in Thurloe, having leAHi 
these negotiations. See, for example, in the first volume only, pp. Sft 
302. 908, 315. 316. 340. 362. 370. 872. 381. 382. 39*. 401. And see. fir' 
best popular statement of these results^ Dr. lingard's Histocy, •* 
P.2l9-g23w 
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for England. During the whole of the negotiations I 
have described^ Van Tromp and De Witf had exerted 
themselyes with unrelaxing zeal to retrieve their last 
disgrace ; knowing well how little chance there is of 
honourable peace after ill-fought war. Tromp com- 
plained of the insubordination of his officers, and De 
^itt of the inadequacy of his ships. Tromp even 
threatened to withdraw from the command, while De 
Witt is recorded to have addressed, after this fashion, 
both the states general and the states of Holland. '^ I 
am here before my sovereigns : of what use is it to dis- 
semble ? the English are our masters i^t sea ; and things 
must so remain, till we have ships built on a different 
scale." * To both the admirals a most respectful atten- 
tion was at once paid. Full power was given to Van 
Tromp to place and displace his officers at pleasure t ; 
deputies were specially sent from the civil government 
to every crew in the service, exhorting and intreating 
them to make a last effiart for their country, and pro- 
mising them extraordinary advantages and rewards; 
while in the Dutch dockyards De Witt's orders reigned 
supreme. Unexpected success, in one sense, followed. 
Towards the end of July, Tromp was enabled to sail 
from the harbours of Zealand with about eighty ships, 
and De Witt had twenty-five more in readiness in the 
Texel, with which he afterwards joined his chief. But 
the Dutchmen had lost the habit of victory. 

Monk and Blake had for eight weeks blockaded the 
entrance of the Texel, when, on the evening of the 
S9th of July, near the coast of Holland, they cleared 
for a decisive action with Van Tromp and De Witt. 
On that evening Monk issued a memorable and most 
diaracteristic order through his ships, which were in 
number about equal to the Dutch force. He had 
found by experience, he said, that the taking the ships 
of the enemy consumed niuch precious time, while the 
sending the ships so taken into a place of security, ne- 

* Thtirloe, vol L p. 814. ; Le Clerc, vol iL p^ SSS, S34. 
t Thurloe, toI. L yc de& 
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cessitated the detaching other vessels from the fleet ti 
conduct them, and so weakened his force^ He therefm 
gave positive instructions to the captains that no £» 
glish ship should surrender to the enemy, and fkA tt(f 
should accept no surrender of the vessels ogainH M 
they fought* Their business was not to take shipt 
but to sink and destroy to the extent of thdr power/ 
Another circumstance not less sagacious or cdd-bkoti 
was observed in his conduct this famous evening. & 
sent out a sudden order to transpose the captains of di 
merchant-men, which had been placed by him in ik 
battle. In the former engagement^ he had found tkc 
they committed themselves somewhat too caulii 
out of tenderness they had to the freight which beloi 
to their owners ! t 

The first evening's enconnt^ was characterised 
nothing decisive. The squally winds of the sa 
day prevented battle. The sun of the third, wl 
was Sunday, the 3l8t of July^ set in terrible 
of blood. Its most illustrious victim was Van 
'' Whilst he very signally," says Clarendon ' 
fed the office of a brave and bold commander, be 
shot with a musket bullet into tlie heart, of idiidi 
fell dead without speaking a word. This blow 
the courage of the rest.*' After the fall of Van T 
the victory was indeed no longer doubtful. The 
at once wavered, in a short time fled, and pursuit 
beyond midnight. I On the £nglish side, thoogli 

* GuTnble'8 life of Monk, p. 62. 

f Heath, p. 348. . 

X During the continuance of this pursuit on the evening ottbem 
Monk sent oflFa despatch to the lord president of the council of strtft*! 
from " on board the Resolution, off Cainperdown," which, on itsa**! 
London, was received and read with much excitement in the bo*' 
commons. Its description of the closinj? day* was hifrhly charactert^j! 
Monk, and will give the reader a vivid picture of the sceoe. Bm 
mentioned the result of the first day's encounter, he thua coniitwsj 
** Yesterday little was done as to an engagement, both fleets findinft^ 
enough to get off from the lee-shore, having the wind at W. K VV. m 
ing hard, with thick and dirty weather, which was the worst fbr v^^ 
on an enemy's country. This morning, it being fair weather sad* 
wind, both fleets prepared for a second engagement ; the enemy b<^ 
in upon us, having the wind of us. To this time the Lord teemed ^i 
coura^ the enerny^ by laving the scales f as it werct >» « baiattee^*^ 
neither could tell which bad the better ; but good was the Loid loo'l 
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sbips were lost^ the loss of men was found to be consi- 
derable. Six captains and 500 sailors were killed, and 
six captains and 600 sailors wounded. A more ter- 
icible issue had befallen the Dutch. Nearly thirty of 
tbdr ships were burned or sunk, and among them that 
of'Tice-admiral Evertsens^ who was himself made pri- 
soner. Their loss of life was proportionately fearful^ 
ind 1200 of their seamen were carried into Eng- 
land as a trophy of the battle^ having 'been taken 
as they escaped from the wrecks in their boats^ or 
picked up as they were swimming in the sea.* But 
heavier news than that of all these losses to the people 
of Holland ^vas the death of their famous Van Tromp.t 

I I ■ ■ ■ ■! I I I I I I I I II ■ I I II I I 

tvho knew the best time for man^estatt'on <^his own glory^ in appearing for 
his own peopUy though unworthy of &o great a mercy ; for, about seven in 
the morning, the great ships fk-om the Texe), being twenty.five in number, 

SDe Witt's fleet] having made a conjunction with them the day before, 
lere began a very hot dispute with them, which so continued till one in 
the afternoon, the enemy having the wind of us all the while, whereby be 
had the op(K)rtunity of taking all advantages ; yet truly may we say, great 
was the Lord, and marvelous, wonhy to bepraised for his glorious appear- 
ance on our behalf; for bylthis time the Lord had so daunted their spirits, 
that they began to bear away from us, making all the sail they could with 
the remainder of their fleet, Ixung not above sixty of their whole number ; 
for, so far, as I can gather, there cannot be less than thirty or forty sunk, 
taken, and destroyed. We are now in pursuit with some qf our best sailing 
frigates, being almost up with some qf their stemmost j and our expecta- 
tions still are great, that the Lord will perfect the work thus farbiegun and 
carried on ; which I hope will be to the glory of his grace in us, as well as 
without us. The enemy had nine flag ships when he first engagtd, and 
now but one left, and Tromp's tied to the topmast, as far as I can discern. 
But I saw two of our own fired by the enemy's fire ships whereof one was 
the Oak, whwe men were roost of them saved ; the other a fire ship. In 
the fight the Resolution, with the Worcester fr^rate, led the English fleet i» 
a desperate and gallant charge, through the whole Dutch fleet. Fan 
Tromp*s topmast was shot down, which he would have set up agaan, but 
could not, and so was fain to put his flt^ upon his near masts. Those of 
the Dutch, that are got into the Texel, are much shattered ; Tromp's vice- 
admiral sunk by his side." It is clear that Monk had not at this period be- 
crane aware of the first source, as well as the greatest incident, of his 
victory— the death of Tromp. A brief letter from him arrived to announce 
it the next day. 

* Several Proceedings. Heath, p. 348. 

f Lord Clarendon tells us, that ** on the Hollanders* part, between 
twenty and thirty of their ships of war were fired or sunk, and above 
1(XJ0 prisoners taken. The victory cost the English dear too ; for 400 com- 
mon men and eight captains were slain outright, and above 700 common 
men and five captains wounded. But they lost only one ship, which was 
burned ; and two or three more, though carried home, were disabled for 
further service. The most sensible part of the loss to the Dutch was the 
death of their admiral. Van Tromp, who, in respect of his maritime expe. 
rience, and the frequent actions he had been engaged in, might very well 
be reckoned amongst the most eminent commanders at sea of that age, and 
to whose memory his country is farther indebted than they have yet ac- 
knowledged.** Yet the States had given him a splendid triumphal funeral, 

N S 
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The parliament vied with Cromwell and tlie cwmd 
of state ' in showering honours and rewards on die ne. 
torious English admirals. A grand dinner was giTd 
in the city of London^ to celebrate their retom, at whii 
Cromwell was requested to invest them with saoiirf 
gold chains and medals, which had been voted in co» 
memoration of their exploits. Nor did this parliaoflt 
vent its gratitude in mere partial and unsabstaoti 
honours : they gave orders, we ascertain from tli 
papers of the time, *' for taking care of necessai 
fur Uie relief of the sick and maimed seamen and d 
diers. They also resolved that a convenient hoiue Ad 
be provided in or near Dover, Deal, or Sandwidif ft 
their accommodation; that one moiety of all di 
hospitals for sick throughout England be reserrediii 
the service of the navy ; and that provision be makp 
the wives and children of the captains and sdilon M 
in this engagement, who were also admitted t9 «^ 
probate of their husbands' and fathers* wills, wOhoiU!^ 
ment of angfees.** 

But the case of Lilburne claims brief mentioDj befil 
the striking course of parlia^lentary policy is lesaaui 

and struck a medal to his memory. Ludlow thus ^escribes, in hitno^ 
the engagement of the last day. ** Though many of our men were v! 
the scurvy, and the Dutch had fire ships, of which we had nonei' 
wind also entirely favouring them, yet did the fight continue witb f 
balance till two or three in the a(lecnoon« about which time their at^J 
■Van Tromp, was killed with a musket ball, as he walked upon thea 
with his sword drawn. This so discouraged the enemy, that theTaHi| 
the hhste they could away towards the TexeL and were pursued witkf 
diligence by ours, that the ship of Cornelius Evertxen was sunk,witb'^ 
thirty more, as we were informed by the prisoners taken or saved fi^i 
rishing. The victory was great, but cost us dear ; for we lost eight ** 
brave captains, whose names were. Graves, Peacock, Taylor, Crifp. * 
man. Cox, Owen, and Chapman, with about 400 men. We had abs* 
700 wounded, and amongst them five commanders, yet we lost but at" 
in this fight" ^ 

* A passagjB from the ** Exact Relation,** may yet be subjoined, d^ 
live of matters already partlv referred to, and which will not reijoat' 
ther statement. ** By this time (the opening of August) many v^ 
were fitted and prepared bj the committees, who made their daily np. 
The council of state having the pre-heminence to be first bean, ^ 
things were offered by them, some of which had been considernj 
them in the interval of parliament. Many things passed, and «^ 
patQiied, of what they rei>orted, and which other committees did iih^ 
report, which spent not a little time. Buisness came on so Cut fro*j 
mittees, which did cause striving which should be first heard, sirf^ 
time lost thereby. There were many particular things ordered ii'' 
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Banished from England for life in 165^, he had taken 
r^Vige in Holland^ allied himself to the royalists there ^^ 
and made formal proposals to them for the destruction 
of the Long. Parliament and the then council of state, 
a^d for the murder of Cromwell^ all of which he un- 
dertook to accomplish in six months, on the payment 
of ten thousand pounds, f His proposals, made in the 

* ■< ■ ' I ' ' ■ ' ■ ■ ■ — — ' ■ ■ ' » 

patched bj the house, as 'The relieving the sufferings of many by fires in 
many parts of the nation ; some their grievences redressed ; some their 
petitions and desires granted ; some obstructions in all their purchases 
removed by the house.* The buisness of providing monies (all other things 
ever giving way to that) occasioned expense of much time, and great debate 
qf way« and means to that end. The fights at sea coming to knowledge by 
letters ; the reading of them ; the acknowledging God's goodness, and 
praising his holy name; the taking care to provide for the sick and 
maimed ; the relieving the widows of such whose husbands were slain ; 
the honouring with rewards the chieftains and- commanders ; with the 
bestowing several sums of money on the widows and children of such cap- 
tains as were slain in the fight, in consideration of their loss of such hus- 
bands and fathers ; all which were thmgs just and honourable, but not 
done without expence of time. The dispatch of ambassadors to foreign 
parts, as to Turkey and to Sweden, their letters of credence, and commu- 
•ions signed and sealed, the receipt of letters from Switzerland and other 
free states, the reading of them and returning answers, may be reckoned 
into the expenoe of time. The council of state chose a second time by the 
box or glass, where ^very one put in his paper of names, and those that had 
most votes carried it, spent more time than one whole day." 

* This is not denied even by himself. According to his own " Defen- 
^ve Declaration," he entered into familiar intercourse with the duke of 
Buckingham, sir John Colepper, sir Ralph Hopton (distinguished followers 
of Charles the First, and wno had been created peers by him in 1641), 
bishop Bramhal, and other eminent royalists. 

f When asked how he proposed to effect all this, he replied, by papers 
that he would print in Amsterdam, and send over and get dispersed by his 
agents in England. He affirmed, that he had a numerous party in his 
native country, and that the minority of the army would easily be brought 
over to his views. It is ff^ir to arid that Lilburne has denied this part of 
the charges. His character and habits, however, are a formidable sup- 
port to It : and the informations, perfectly agreeing as to the facts, are 
sworn to by four persons, Isaac Berkenhead, captain John Titus, captain 
John Bartlet, and Richard Foot. In the evidence of the latter person some 
curious circumstances are stated. Describing the interval between the 
despatch of Lilbume's first letter to Cromwell and his subsequent departure 
in defiance of permission. Foot illustrated it by the following scene. " On 
Sunday the 29th of May, Lilburn and Jamot being at a tavern called the 
Conserge, with one captain Whittington and colonel Layton, both of the 
king's party here in England, and two merchants, one of the company 
aakt him what he would say if this pass came not, he said that, ' if my pass 
come not, and that I find that it is Cromwell that hinders it, as it must be, 
for it lies in his power, I will either kill him my self, or send one to do it' 
Then one of the merchants askt him how he could do such a thing with 
conscience, he anwered, *TelI not me of conscience in this case, for if 
that I am banished without law. conscience or equity, and deprived of my 
natural air to breath in. which is every man's birth-nght (with such like 
expressions), I may justly right mv self if I can. If I would take a hare or 
a deer, I ought to give him fair play, because they are beast of game ; but 
if a fox or wolf, I may use what device I can to kill* him ; so if Cromwell 
keep bim&elf above the law, that I cannot have my right by the law, I may 

N b» 
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autainn of l652, were rejected^ after some d^txrft&i^ 
Yet he remained in Holland^ where^ on the 3d of Mif 
l6S3, the news of the dispersion of die statesDei 
le&ched him. Seeing the opportunity for disorder, br 
wrote at once and offered his allt^iance to Croavdt 
with the prayer that he might he allowed to reton fe 
England, to call to account the deceased authority lU' 
had banished him. The letter was loaded with aWl 
the parliamentary leaders^ — especially of Scot, whoni 
styled secretary of state, — and with quiet hints of condii' 
ation and respect for Cromwell — but unavailingly. ft 
lord general avoided double-edged tools^ and had ptt 
fited by his old experience of Lilbume. The ktt 
passed unanswered. 

Lilburne then resolved on the daring step of an # 
sanctioned return to England. He supposed hiiM^ 
safe in the disorders and uncertainties of the ^ 
The duke of Buckingham is said to have accompnid 
him as far as Calais * ; and it is certain that the c«ii' 
cil of state had received information, which left dtf 
little doubt of the desperate intentions with which k 
came. He arrived in the middle of June^ was mtd 
the day after his arrival at a lodging in Little Kc* 
fields, and shortly after committed to Newgate, tk 
determination had at once been taken by CromveS 
send him to trial on the act which banished hitn, 
which affixed to his unpermitted return the peoaltj 
death. It was a case, moreover, wherein he thi 
he might safely trust a jury. The only matter a* 
mitted to their decision would be the simple proof ^ 
identity, since the felony was clearly established tf( 
declared. Thus would he at the same instant m 
only drive from his path a troublesome demagogue^ W 
in all probability, by his very means of doing it^ ^ 

-' ri>i-iB 1 ---- --- , ■_■ ■ ■_ ^' 

kill him how I can.* Then presently his letters came, and after be * 
read them, and saw his pass was not come, he said, * lam resolveil*'^ 
one fling more at CromweU.' Further he said, that * CromtueU M *J 
an Atheist these seven pears, and that his design is and katk been to ^ 
himself king.* '* 
• Tburloe, vol i. p. 906. Several Informationi, p. 1& 



oiiiviMft oromweum 185; 

the popukr sympathies and regards. The result was 
another proof of his miscalculatioii. Nor of that only. 
It famished decided evidence of that general condition 
of confusion and incertitude^ which was the follower, 
of his act of usurpation. 

As soon as Lilhurne disdovered the resolute front 
opposed to him^ he took up his own old positions with 
all his accustomed obstinacy.* He set to work his 
&iends to petition^ and his own wits to baffle by all 
kinds of technical objection the legal proceedings al- 
ready instituted. His first endeavour was to obtain a 
respite of the trial till ^e meeting of the convention 
th^t had been summoned^ and in this he succeeded. 
Cromwell was not unwilling to share with them the 
responsibility of some portion of what he had resolved 
to do. Within four or five days of their meetings 
petitions were accordingly poured in ugpn the parlia-> 
ment — petitions from Lilhurne himself — petitions from 
Lilburne's wife — ^petitions from Lilburne's native county 
— petitions from London apprentices^ who thought Lil- 
hurne a great man. It is instructive to know how much 
may be done, or^ rather, how much always seems to be 
done^ by one active person^ during the inaction of every 
body else. Several discussions arose on these petitions, 
and many divisions f were taken. ^' Some members of 
the house/' according to the author of the " Exact Re- 
lation^" ^^ earnestly moving to have had his trial sus* 
pendedj and the act called in question by which he was 
banished and made a felon^ that the merit of the cause 
might be looked into ; which they professed, again and 
again^ they did not do so much in favour of Mr. Lil- 
burne^ as in the sight of themselves' and their pos- 
terities^ and all Englishmen^ which they judged highly 
concerned therein ; but other gentlemen of note being 
very opposite^ nothing came of the whole but expense 
of time." The real fact was, that the evidence of Lil- 
burne's intentions, laid before the various members by 

* See note, anti, p 94—97. f Thuiloe, vol. L p. 387. 
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the council of state, was^ at last^ too strong to be re-* 
sisted.* His intrigues with the royalists had become 
too clear^ and his intemperate style of abuse through 
all the proceedings had weakened what little symp&thiri. 
remained for him. Parliament refused to interfere, and 
his trial was ordered to proceed. He was arraigned at 
the sessions in the middle* of July^ on the . capital 
charge of having violated the statute of his banish* 
ment. ^ 

But to this statute he refused to plead ; and for fiv^ 
successive days^ with all the genuine accomplishments 
of a first-rate demi^ogue, \\p kept prosecutors and 
judges t at bay. He left not an inch of ground nam 
fought ; and at every turn in the case covered every one 
opposed to him, not excepting the judges themselves^ 
with charges of rascality and tyranny. Firsts he de«t 

* An amusing passage, from the examination of captain Titus, tvill de- 
scribe in detail a part of Lilburne'e interview witbthe duke of Buckingham 
in Holland. Independent of the entire corroboration it received flrora 
others, nothing can more exactly or characteristically express the style and 
manner of " firee-bom John : " — ** This examinant further saith, that 9X 
this same time the stiid Lilbume proposed to the said duke, that if he, the said 
duke«,could4nit procure him 10,000/., he, the said Liibvme, teotdd have 4 
piece qfhhn nailed upon everypost in Bruges^ if he, the said Lilbume, did not 
overthrow and destroy those damnable villains in England ; * I mean,* said 
he the said Lilbume, * the lord general Cromwell, the parliament, and that 
monstrous councill of state.' To which the said duke replyed, * I pray you, 
sir; let me hear which way ycu ynll do this.' The said Lilbume replyed, 
* My lord, tie tell vou how ; first He set my presse on work (for which pur. 
pose I have bought one with letter at Amsterdam, which cost me thirty 
pounds) and then He send my papers over into England, which by my 
agents shall be spread all over the nation, and by my agents (for I have 
enough) my pa^rs shall be brought into the army there (where I have 
double interest) and now every trooper begins to understand his own pri- 
vilege, and so soon as these papers are s|>read, theyl fly in the faces of tneir 
officers, so that with the help of my particular interest, the souldiery shall 
do all themselves, and lie do nothing but 9it in pty chair and use my pen.* 
To which the duke replyed, * Sir, you may observe that in all your attempts 



the general outwitted you, and broke your business in the bud ^ besides, 
vou may see, that on all occasions the souldiery hath been obedient unto 
his officer, so discreetly hath the generall ordered his army.' * Why, 



then,' saith the said Lilbume, * 1 perceive you take the general fbr a wise 
man.' * Yes,* said the duke, * let the world read his stories and theyl find 
him sa \ No,' said the said Lilbume, • I know him to be otherwise, /Or 
heret<^ore all his business was tnannaged by Ireton^ and is since by others. 
And for the generall himself ^ he is as false a petfidious false-hearted rogUe 
as ever lived in the world And I know no reason why I should not yy 
with Cromwell, since I had once as great a power as he had, and greater 
too ; and am as good a gentleman, and of as good a family.' " 

f Chief baron ViTild presided, assisted on the bench by the lord commis- 
sioner Keble, judg% Warburton, the recorder Steele, and, by some strange 
and unintelligible compromise with decency and justice, attorney-general 
Frideaux. 
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miiniied counsel; that point was at once conceded> 
and^ among others, he named Glyn^ Maynard^ and 
Hale ; of whom^ Maynard^ who lived to dabhle in the 
hlood of the regicides^ took up his pase with a real and 
very hearty zeal. Three days of the trial had mean- 
while been exhausted. On the fourth^ returning to the 
charge with renewed vivacity^ Lilburne tendered a bill 
of exceptions.* The court refused it unless signed by 
counsel^ and gave him till evening to repair the diefect. 
But the majority of the counsel he had named were out 
of town^ and his friends only narrowly achieved the 
good fortune of finding Maynard^ who was himself 
on th^ point of setting out when they arrived. He 
signed the bill at once^ and procured the signature of 
NOrbury, a Welsh judge, who had recently been dis- 
missed by Cromwell. The crafty lawyer sent at the 
same time, a message to Lilburne, of still greater value 
than his signature. He would baffle his judges most 
efl^ctively, he told him, if he insisted on his oyer — a 
specification under the great seal of the statute on which 
he was tried, of the judgment of banishment given 
against him, and of the crime or crimes on which that 
judgment was founded. 

Lilburne received this hint with becoming gratitude, 
and on the sixth day of the proceedings formally de. 
manded his oyer, Maynard's anticipations proved correct. 
The court knew not how to refuse the request, since it 

* These exceptions were, first, that it did not appear on the face of the 
act, that it was an act of the parliament of the commonwealth of England, 
or the parliament sitting at Westminster, and might as well be an act of a 
parliament in Naples, or any other country. Secondly, it did not appear, 
that there was any judgment given, upon which the sentence was founded. 
Before a judgment there must be indictment, presentment, or information ; 
the party accused must appear, or must be outlawed for not appearing ; be 
must either confess or plead : all of which circumstances were wanting, the 
least of them being enough to annihilate the proceeding. Thirdly, the act 
spake of his not being allowed to remain in England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
after twenty davs, but the vote of the house upon which the act was hot- 
tomed specified thirty days. Fourthly, the indictment now preferred 
^■a^inst him was against Jmn Lilburne. gentleman, while the act of banish- 
ment was against lieutenant-colonel Lilburne ; no proof being rendered 
that he was the person named in the act. He denied that he had been a 
lieutenant-colonel at the time of passing the act. There were several per- 
sons in England, whose names and designation were John Lilburne, gen- 
tleman ; and they might as well hang any one of these as hang him, undar 
this act 
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was claimed as of right and necessary to defence; and as- 
suredly they knew still less how to grant it^ since no record 
of the charge or judgment was known to exist. They 
granted a specification of the act^ and adjournment to 
the next sessions. 

The proceedings were resumed in the middle of 
August^ hy two days' argument on Lilbume's exceptions 
and his right to the oyer. He consented to plead at 
last^ under threat from the court that they would enter 
vp judgment against him as contumacious. A jury was 
empanelled to try him on the 18th of August^ and the 
trial lasted three days. The court was crowded within 
and without hy the city apprentices^ of whom Lilbume 
was the hero; some hundreds of them were said to 
have provided themselves with arms for his rescue if 
he should chance to be condemned ; and threatening 
papers were dropped about in various directions (printed 
no doubt at the demagogue's own printing press !) to 
declare that if Lilbume perished, twenty thousand 
Englishmen would perish with him ! Cromwell un. 
wisely elevated these circumstances into an importance 
they could never themselves have claimed — for the 
great mass of the people were in truth looking indiffer- 
ently on — by taking measures to strengthen and en- 
courage the court. Two companies of soldiers were 
posted in the immediate vicinity ; three regiments of 
infantry, and one of cavalry, were quartered in the 
city ; and a considerable force without the gates received 
orders to march towards London. ^ 

The details of the trial itself, which lasted three days, 
have not 'been preserved. It is only known that the 
counsel for the prosecution restricted themselves to bare 
evidence of the prisoner's identity with the Lilburne 
named in the act of banishment — that the court charged 
the jury, in the same strain, that they had nothing to 
do but with the act of parliamerit in question — and 
that Lilbume himself made a long and passionate speech 
in which, among a vast variety of topics of argument 
and abuse, the chief were these. He denied the legal 
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authority of the late parliament to banish him^ because 
it had in law expired with the death of the king^ and 
because in no circumstances can a house of commons 
assume the functions of a court of justice — he uiged 
upon the jury with elaborate vehemence, that they wctc 
judges of the law as well as of the fact*^ he maintained 
that they could not possibly^ if they had any regard to 
justice or the peace of their own consciences, adjudge 
a man to death for a thing not done or proved, but 
merely because other men had ordered certain words ta 
be written down on paper or parchment * — he finally 
adjured them to remember that an act of parliament 
which was evidently unjust, was essentially void, and 
that jurymen, who pronounced according to it, and not 
according to their oaths, would have one day a heavy 
reckoning to answer. It was late in the night of the 
third day of the trial, when the jury returned their 
verdict, and die shout of the apprentices in celebration 
of Lilbume^s acquittal rang clamorously up Whitehall f 
to the residence of vCromwell. 

I have thus glanced at this close of the wayward 

* The original judgment against Lilburne was, no doubt, only defensible 
on the ground of an elemental danger to society and government — both at 
that time in a state of revolution and transition — which the ordinary lav 
and usage were incompetent to meet. He was condemned in a heavy fine, 
with banishment for life, on th« ground of a brewh of privilege. It is well 
to recollect, that a previous vote of a precisely similar description, against 
lord Howard, of Escricke, and captain Wendy Oxford, had been called by 
Lilburne (in his Just Reproof, Sec.) ** a gallant piece of justice." Still Vane 
and Marten strenuously opposed his banishment * 

f A few words will suffice to close Lilburne*8 career. The result of 
an examination of the judges and jurymen before the council of state : 
of the evidence of a certified copy of certain opprobrious expressions used 
by Lilburne ip his defence ; and, finally, of additional proof of his royalist 
iritrigues — was an order f^ora the parliament, that, notwithstanding bis 
acquittal, he should be confined in the Tower ; and that no obedience 
should be paid to any writ of habeas corpus issued from the court of upper 
bench in his behalf. These measures were loudly complained of by sen- 
sible and well.judging people, who had taken no interest in Lilburne j 
and stoutly resisted also by a minority in the parliament They were 
<»rried by the plea of state necescity. It was afterwards supposed, that 
Lilburne would be brought to trial for treason, with other conspirators, 
before a high court of Justice, but he was at length sent a prisoner by 
Cromwell to Elizabeth Castle, in the Isle of Jersey. Here, he deported 
himsei/ with the greatest contumacy. He was finally, as we are told, 
being far gune in a consumption, liberated from confinement, and only 
turned out to die; which event occurred in August, 1657, at the age of 
thirty.niiie. It is characteristic of all his life, that he is recorded to 
have died in the faith of a quaker! For various circtimstances connected 
with these latter incidents of his most unprofitable life, see Thurloe^ 
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csreei of Lilburne, because in the marked distinctioii 
which separates it from his previous trials^ a striking 
characteristic of the tinae may be noted. The plain and 
simple point involved in the present instance was the 
identity of Lilburne with the victim of the act of 
banishment. But with whom had that act of banish- 
ment origin^ted^ of which Cromwell now sought so 
vigorous an enforcement ? It was peculiarly the woik 
of the statesmen whose authority^ within the last fuvar 
months^ Cromwell had himself destroyed^ and whose 
motives he had branded with the vilest and most in- 
sulting imputations.. The act of bamishment was in 
fact no other than a special assertion of that authority^ 
no other than a terrible resentment of Lilburne's reekv 
less disregard of its injunctions. But with the substance 
the shadow perished ;. doubts arose between the justioe 
and the thief ; the question of identity became a question 
of indifference ; and in the same proportion as Croou 
well might be held to represent the authority by whidi 
he claimed the forfeit life of Lilburne^ did the shoufs 
of the apprentices of London represent the voice of the 
English people. The true England was silent as tlie 
true statesmen. Yet Cromwell was troubled when 
those shouts reached him in Whitehall. It is the 
unhappy consequence of a great man's playing a mean 
part^ that mean men may become suddenly, though for 
a brief space, respected and respectable. A lion in the 
skin of an ass gives propriety and elvation to an ass in 
his own skin. 

Within a few days after the result of Lilbume*s trial, 
measures for the establishment of a high court of justice 
were pressed forward in parliament by Cromwell's p»t- 
tisans ; for every instant, to them, seemed teeming with 
a new Lilburne. The time groaned, meanwhile, wilb 
much heavier dangers. The real indifference, langooh*. 



▼o1. \. pp. 324. 367, 368, 56P. 429, 430. 435. 441, 44S. 451. 45S. See alto State 
Trials, vol. ▼. pp. 415— 450.: Whitelocke, passim s and the Journal! of 
the Commons, under dates already mentioned in the text 
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md incertitude of the people made themselves known 
In a more formidable shape. It had been a memorable 
incident in the history of the statesmen^ that^ after the 
ideath of the king, though there had been wars with the 
Toyalists of Scotland and Ireland^ and insurrections of 
4liat party when England was invaded by the enemy^ 
,110 intestine commotion ever shook their power or 
weakened their general authority with the people. The 
argument of Whitelocke will also be in the reader's 
xecoUection.* Protesting with real or feigned sincerity 
against the dissolution of the parliamentary government^ 
he observed with admirable foresight, — ^' The question 
will then be no more whether our government shall be 
by a monarch or by a free state^ but whether Cromwell 
jor Stuart shall be our king. And thus that question^ 
wherein before so great parties of the nation were en- 
gi^;ed, and which was universal^ will by this means 
become^ in effect^ a private controversy only. Before it 
was national, what kind of government we should have ? 
Now it will become particular, who shall be our go- 
vernor^ whether of the family of the Stuarts, or of 
the family of the Cromwells? Thus the state of our 
controversy being totally changed, all those who were 
for a commonwealth — and they are a very great and 
considerable party — having their hopes therein frustrated^ 
will desert you; your hands will be weakened, your 
interest straitened, and your cause in apparent danger 
to be ruined." Substantially this time had npw arrived, 
and its arrival made itself known in a seiicB of royalist 
conspiracies. 

Its first herald, as we have seen, was Lilbume's 
arrival, under the tender escort, as far as Calais, of his 
grace the duke of Buckingham* Then followed his 
acquittal. Then arose mysterious talk throughout Lon- 
don of secret correspondence and designs, and several 
persons of consideration were sent to the tower.t Then, 
within some days after, we meet with accounts of ten or 

* See anii, p, 36L 

t See Thurloe, vol L p. Ml, m.4Sl»45», 
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twelve colonels having been apprehended, on the chaife 
of having come over from abroad with a design to raise 
men in several places for the service of Charles Stuart. 
And at last a formal report of various conspiracies was 
presented to the parliament by the council of state, 
with a view to expedite the proposed establishment f^ a 
high court of justice. 

Cromwell saw in all this the worst disadvantages of 
an incomplete act of usurpation, unaccompanied by any 
of the strength or awe that would follow its final as- 
sertion. He began to look forward impatiently over 
the heads of his " faithful commons. In a tetter I 
have found to his son-in-law Fleetwood, who was 
DOW in Ireland with his wife, the significant hu- 
mility, the discontented sanctity, the obscure antid^ 
pation, point directly at the protector's chair. It ik 
dated the 22d of August, 1653, and runs in these 
words: — '' Deerb Charles, -«- Although I doe not sot 
often (as is desired by me) acquaint you howe itt is with 
mee, yet I doubt not of your prayers in my bebalfe 
that in all thinges I may walke as becometh the Gros^ 
pell. Truly I never more needed all heips from my 
christian friends than nowe> Fayne would I have myi 
service accepted of the saincts (if the Lord will) but ii 
is not soe: Beinge of different judgements^ and of each 
sort, most seekinge to propagate their owne, that spirit 
of Mndnesse that is to them all, is hardly accepted of 
any. I hope I can say it, my life has beene a wilKnge 
sacrifice and I hope is, for them all. Yett it much 
faUs out as when the two Hebrews were rebuked, you 
know upon whom they turned their displeasure ; but 
the Lord is wise, and wUl I trust make ^manifest that Z 
am no enemie. Oh Ifow easy is mercye to be abused ! 
Perswade friends with you to be very sober. If the 
day of the Lord be so neere (as some say) hots should 
our moderation appears ! If every one {instead of con^ 
tending") would justifie his forme by love and meeknesse, 
wisdom would be justified by her children. But alas I 
am in my tentation ready to say. Oh would I had 
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toinges like a dove^ then would I^ See. but fbis I feaxe 
i^ mj hast. I blesse the Lord I have somewhat keepes 
Vie aliye^ some sparkes of die light of his countenance^ 
and some synceritye above mans judgment Excuse 
me thus unbowellinge my selfe to you ; pray for mee 
and desire my freindes to doe soe also. My love to thy 
deere wife whom indeed I entyerly love, both naturally^ 
and upon the best account ; and my blessinge (if it be 
worth any thinge) upon thy little babe. Sr. George 
Ascough havinge occasions with you desired my letters 
ta you on his behalfe ; if hee come or aend^ I pray you 
shew him what favour you can. Indeed his services 
have been considerable for the state^ and I doubt hee 
hath not been answered with suitable respect. There- 
ioae again I desier you, and the commissioners^ to take 
him into a very particular care^ and helpe him soe farr 
as iustice and reason vidll any wayes afforde. Remem- 
ber my harty affections to all tl^ officers. The Lord 
blesse you all, soe prayeth your truly lovinge father, 
O. Cromwell. . . • All heere love you, and are in 
health, your children and all." 

Another circumstance of the same date indicates the 
movement in Cromwell's mind. Whitelocke was sad* 
denly sent off from London in the character of ambas- 
sador extraordinary to the Swedish queen Christina. 
No formidable opposition was thus removed, but many 
trouUesome and annoying scruples^ In vain poor 
Wbitelocke struggled and objected, in vain he sought 
the aid and counsel of wife, of friends, of tenants, 
" There's no use in resisting the great man," said one 
of the latter, " an ancient, sober, discreet, and faithful 
servant to Wbitelocke and his father above forty years." 
Wbitelocke regoined that he was not *' bound to obey ^ 
CiomweU. '^ I am deceived," said the shrewd old ser- 
vant, " if he will not be obeyed in what he hath a mind 
ta" '^ I am not under his command " retorted Wbite- 
locke; ^^ what can he doe to me?" " What can he 
doe ! '* exclaimed the experienced William Cooke. 
'^ What can he not doe ! Don't we all see he does what 

VOL. VII. o 
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he list. We poor countrymen are forced to obey him 
to our cost ; and if he have a mind to punish us or you^ 
it's an old proverb that it's an easie thing to find a staff 
to beat a dogge ; and I would not have you to anger 
him, lest you bring daunger and trouble too upon you 
and your family and state ; that's the truth on't."* 

The ^^ parliament of saints" had meanwhile been 
working to Cromwell's wish. Th&i measures of general 
polity and reform now claim from us a fair recital^ and, 
will be found^ indeed^ well worthy of it. 

Be it first observed that they began their duties by 
establishing in aU matters appertaining to the state a 
system of the most rigid economy. They revised the 
regulation of the excise ; they simplified and improved 
the constitution of the treasury^ by reducing into one 
the several receipts of the revenue ; they abolished un- 
necessary offices^ and reduced exorbitant salaries ; they 
subjected to a most rigorous scrutiny the various public 
accounts^ and gave new facilities to the sale of the lands 
now considered as national property. In all these 
things^ as in others I will shortly name^ the spirit of 
the Long Parliament had survived the dispersion of its 
members ; in the fanaticism of language and occasional 
extravagance of argument by which the truth and ad- 
vantages of such a course of policy were obscured in 
the convention^ we must at once in fairness recognise the 
original vice of its origin. It should never have been ex- 
pected that any thing could supply that grave defect in 
the minds of the more sensible English people. 

Thus deficient in the only solid support they could 
hope to rest on^ they had at once commenced their 
quarrel with the formidable class interests^ and with the 
army first. It had been with visible reluctance that 
they voted the monthly tax of 120,000/. for the sup- 
port of the military and naval establishments. They 
were, indeed, careful not to complain of the amount ; 

* For an ample account of these conferences, and of Whitelocke*8 inter. 
views with Christina herself, embodying many striking illustrations of 
Cromwell's character, see my last volume. Appendix E., Cromwell and 
Christina. 
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their oljections were pointed against the nature of 
the tax^ and the inequality of the assessments ; but 
this pretext could not hide their real object from the 
jealousy of their adversaries ; and their leaders were 
openly charged with seeking to reduce the number of 
the army, that they might lessen the influence of the 
lord general.* 

Their war with the lawyers was more daringly and 
openly conducted* Among the first acts they passed 
were those for taking away fines on bills^ declarations^ 
and original writs, and for the redress of delays and 
mischiefs arising out of writs of error. They passed at 
the same ^time an act respecting marriages which, with 
several others, was sanctioned by their successors in 
1656, and which declared that they should in all cases 
be preceded by publication of banns in church, or 
in the market-place on market-day ; and a certificate 
being granted of such publication, together with the 
exception made, if any, that the ceremony should then 
take place before some justice of the peace within the 
county. This measure, which was strongly opposed by 
the clergy as well as the lawyers t, they accompanied 
with acts for the registration of marriages, and also of 
births and burials. They prepared and introduced 
other bills with less success in passing them. Among 
them were, for example, an attempt to constitute by 
enactment a public committee for advance of trade ; a 
new system of workhouses f and provision for the poor ; 
and many admirable remedies for making the law mora 
expeditious and less chargeable, j: 

* Exact Relation, p. 10. Thurloe, i. p. 755. Dr. Lingard, vol ii. p. 193. 

f A considerable time, the authors of the Parliamentary History tell 
us, was taken up in agitation of it. On the 25th of August, it passed th^ 
house on the question, and wfis ordered to be printed and published. ** This 
extraordinary act entirely look marriages out of the hands of the clergy, 
and put it into those of the justice of the peace. ... A very remarkable 
clause (add the compilers of the Pari. History) was proposed to be added 
Uj>on the third reading, but passed in the negative. It was this : >- * That 
If any person then married, or to be married according to this act, should 
make proof, by one or more credible witness uiwn oath, that either the 
husband or wife had committed the detestable sm of adultery during such 
marriage, then the said parties might be divorced by the sentence of three 
justices of the peace.' " 

X The author of the Exact Relation tells us that " about three days 
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Their next offence to the lawyers was not less a 
boon and blessing to the people, in answer to whose 
repeated prayers and entreaties*, it was granted by 

were spent in passing the excise rates, particularly, by vote. The old and 
new drapery, hats, caps, and tobacco pipes, were by vote exempted ftvm 
the duty of excise. The bill following, in order of the rates, was very 
large, of about eighty sheets of pt^ier ; spent one whole day in the hearing 
of it read; and there q;>peared so many snares and difficulties in it as to 
trade, as was judged no way fit to be put on a people that expected free- 
dom at the price of ttieir blood and treasure, by them spent in the late war ; 
whereupon it was by a general consent waived and laid aside. There were 
divers bills i»«pared by several committees, some of which *^ere read in 
the house, and others offered to have them read ; but other buisness hin- 
dered, as, ' A bill for constituting a committee for advance of trade,* * A 
bill for workhouses, and providing for the poor,' f Divers bills for regula- 
tion of the law, and making it less chargeable to the poor, and more expe- 
ditious.' " 

* I subjoin a striking extract from a petition against the system of im- 
prisonment for debt, printed in the journals of the time. It is entitled the 
** humble petition of all the prisoners for debt within the several (both 
national and private) tyrannical dens of cruelty, called prisons, gaols, 
counters, holes, and dungeons in this land." It opens with a laudation of 
the members of the convention, as '*the Lord*s faithful ones," who had 
been called to restore England's fundamental laws, rights, and liberties. It 
proceeds :— '* In assurance of your speedy accomplishment of this so great 
good work, to God's glory, your country's happiness, and your own eternal 
fame to posterity, we are encouri^ied to show, though not unknown 
unto you, that the law of God is a law of mercy, peace, and preservation 
to the people, and not of strife, rigour, and destruction, as it is at 
this present time, in and by the chargeable, dilatwy, and deceitftil 
practice thereof; witness the numerous actions charged on men; vexa- 
tious and chargeable arrests, and dragging of men and women like dogs 
into holes and dungeons ; false and endless imprisonment ; the fk%quent 
commitments to prison, by the judges and justices, upon trivial matters ; 
unjust decrees ; false reports of masters in chancery ; illegal outlawries ; 
dela^ of justice ; and, by the extraordinary charges in law and protraction 
of time, dishearten honest menj^om suing for their Just debts and rights : 
together also with the most cruel usage and unreasonable OLactions of 
bailiflh, Serjeants, and gaolers, to the utter ruin and destruction of thoa- 
aands of families in the land ; so as now, by the diabolically invented prac- 
tices of the judges and lawyers, the law is become sharper than a two-edged 
aword, dividing the life from the body; working an endless separation 
between a man and his wife, children and friends ; deprivation of liberty 
and calling, and a total ruin of estate, to the great prejudice of this com- 
monwealth in general ; but to the satisfaction of cruel revengeful persons, 
and inrichment of lawyers and thdr dependents in particular. . . . That 
restraint of men and women's persons in gaol paps no debt, but dtfrauds 
the creditor,feeds the lavogers andgaolerSy and murders the debtors; uriiness 
the many thousands that have thus perished misercUdp, as the gaoler's books, 
coroner^s records, and committor^ rolls do testify. . . . That imprisonmmt 
/or debt is contrary to the law of Ood, to reason, justice, and charity, and 
to the law of this land, as appeareth bv several statutes. The premises 
piously considered, your poor still enslaved brethren therefore humbly 
pray, *That you may speedily break off this cruel sinfUl yoke, by the 
powerful rule of righteousness, justice, and mercy ; that there may be no 
more arresting nor imprisonment for debt'" — The close of the peti- 
tion suggested a provision in the stead of imprisonment not less just than 
hunAane — that ** all able debtora might be, in some short time, enforced to 
aatisfy their creditors out of the two-third parts of their estates, either in 
lands or goods ; the other third part to be resolved to themselves for their 
support and education (Xf their cnildren." 
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these refonners. A bill was introduced '^ for relief of 
creditors and poor prisoners for debt^" the immediate 
operation of which, besides its effects throughout the 
English provinces, was to release upwards of 500 dis- 
tressed men who were confined in different prisons in 
and near London alone. A brief sketch of its provisions 
will illustrate the judicious and equable temper in which 
these ^' fanatics " approached a subject, which involved 
so many nice and difficult questions of property and 
humanity. 

Seventeen commissioners were appointed to act as 
judges in the case of prisoners ^^in the Upper Bench 
prison, the Fleet, the Gatehouse in Westminster, the 
Counter in Surry, or prison in Whitechapel," with 
power to examine, and determine in a summary way, 
concerning the causes of such persons' imprisonment, 
their escapes and their estates, and to act as commis- 
sioners of bankrupts. They were to be allowed twopence 
in the pound out of the money arising by the sale of 
fiuch prisoners' estates, for the charges of them and their 
clerks. A certain number of persons were also appointed 
to act in the same capacity for each county in England 
and Wales, with an allowance of sixpence in the pound. 
Prisoners not paying their debts in six months were to 
be deemed bankrupts ; and in case of settlement of any 
part of a prisoner's estate in trust for himself or any 
other person, after the debt contracted or judgment ob- 
tained, these commissioners were empowered to sell the 
estate, and to fine any other person aiding or assisting 
in such fraud. Persons not able to pay such fine, 
were to be adjudged to the pillory or workhouse. Pri- 
soners able to pay their debts, and refusing so to do, 
were, if these commissioners thought fit, to be ordered 
to close imprisonment. The estates of any person for 
whose debts another should be imprisoned, were to be 
sold as fully as the estate of the prisoner himself; and 
where a prisoner made an escape, his estate not being 
sufficient to discharge his debts, the gaoler and his 
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security were to make good the deficiency. In the case of 
prisoners^ however, against whom there had not been any 
declarations filed, these commissioners were to discharge 
them^ and to give them damages for such vexatious im- 
prisonment. In order to prevent prisoners, unable to pay 
their debts or fines, from perishing in prison, through 
the cruelty or obstinacy of any obdurate creditor, the 
commissioners were impowered to discharge, abate, or 
give respite of time to any such prisoner, according as 
the circumstances of the case might require ; and to 
remove to the workhouse, or house of correction, any 
obstinate prisoner, who should be found to keep in prison 
through his own wilful default, or to have run into 
debt by a vicious course of life. They were also author- 
ised to examine into the case of persons who had 
fraudulently got out of gaol by means of former acts for 
relief of insolvent debtors, and to re-commit them. 
They were to inquire into the abuse of charities given 
to prisoners, and to award punishment for it ; to make 
orders for selling wholesome provisions to the prisoners at 
a reasonable price ; and to cause a table of moderate fees 
to be hung up in evhry prison, the transgressor of which 
in any particular was to forfeit fourfold to the party in- 
jured, and to be set on the pillory. And in case of the 
death of a prisoner before his debts were paid, they were 
impowered to sell his estate for payment thereof. And 
though prisoners enlarged by this act were not liable to 
be arrested for debts due before, yet their estates were to 
remain subject to their creditors' satisfaction. Lastly, 
these commissioners were not to be responsible for their 
conduct but to parliament ; and in case of any difficulty, 
wherein they might apprehend they. had not sufficient 
power for the relief of just creditors or poor prisoners, 
they were to certify the same to the house, with their 
opinion what further provision was necessary to be made. 
The four grekt votes which followed these measures, 
sealed the fate of their unconscious originators. Before 
I proceed to describe them, it will be interesting to 
place on record a complete list of the enactments of 
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general government and policy which were passed by 
the convention. They embody^ in connection with the 
four votes in question^ the last effort made to gather up 
the. fruits of the struggle it has been the purpose of this 
work to record^ in anything like a permanent result or 
legislative action on the people. Different scenes await 
us after these have passed. Scenes of mingled shame 
and glory ; the administration of a despotism at once 
brilliant and mean; the oppressions it practised^ the 
temporary honours it achieved, the few vain benefits it 
bestowed, the partial but glorious resistance it overcame^ 
the serious and solemn lesson it taught to posterity ; — 
but none of those higher aims which belong to the 
higher provinces of statesmanship^ and by which alone 
may be connected knd consolidated the interests and the 
happiness of men in distant ages. 

The list^ compiled from the imperfect journals of 
the house, and the relation of one of its members^ 
who adopts the signature of " L. D., '* may be 
given thus : — First. *^ An act for the committee 
of the army, and treasurers of war. " Second. ^^ An 
act for constituting commissioners for ordering ,and 
managing the admiralty and the navy. '' Third. 
'' An act for settling the court of admiralty." — Much 
time, we are told, '^ spent in fixing on juliges." Fourth. 
^^ An act for taking away fines on original writs," which, 
L. D« adds, ^^ was, as some knowing gentlemen of worth 
in the house affirmed, to the saving of the people of 
this commonwealth 120,000/. per annum, only 10,000/. 
pr 12,000/. thereof coming to the state." Fifth. " An 
act touching the several receipts of the revenue and 
treasuries of the commonwealth, and the^ bringing 
them into one treasury. " Sixth. '^ An act for mar- 
riages, and the registering of them ; as also births and 
burials." ^'Much time," subjoins our relater, *^spent in 
the debate about marriages, there being many niceties 
and difficult cases relating to that subject.'.' Seventh. 
" An act for the more speedy bringing in of the arrears of 
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the excise^ and settling commissioners to that end.** 
£ighth. '^ An act concerning the planters of tobacco in 
Gloucestershire^ and elsewhere/' Ninth. " An act to 
continue the receipts of the excise till the 29th of De« 
cember last." Tenth. <' An act, additional and exp]a<* 
natory^ for tihe sale of the reinaining fee-farm rents, 
and finishing the whole buisness. '' £le^enth. *' An 
act for settling Ireland, and making it a part of the 
commonwealth, and satisfying the adventurers and sol' 
diers with lands ; " which act, we are told, " being very 
large and comprehensive, took many days' debate before 
it could be passed as a law.*' Twelfth. ^^ An act for 
the relief of creditors and poor prisoners." The fruit 
of it, L. D. observes, with a justifiable pride, " hath 
shewn the worth of it, 300 poor starving souls hav- 
ing been freed thereby, in and about London. A law 
so just and honourable, as £ngland hath few better ; 
which passed not without serious debate." Thirteenth. 
^' An act for accounts, and clearing public d^ts, and for 
the discovery of fraud, and concealment of any thing 
due to the commonwealth.' ' Fourteenth. " An act for 
impowering the committee of the army to state and 
determine the accounts of all soldiers and others em- 
ployed by them, for moneys by them received from the 
26th of March 1647, untiU the 25th of July l65S." 
Fifteenth. " An act for redress of delays and mischiefs 
arising by writs of error, and writs of false judgment, 
in several cases." Sixteenth. *' An act for repealing 
of a branch of an act of the late parliament, intituled 
< An act for subscribing the engagement,' " which was 
made, L. D. quietly adds, " to the ease and profit of the 
people, and to the loss of the lawyers" Seventeenth. 
'^ An act for the regulating the making of stufik in the 
county of Norwich and Norfolk.*' Eighteenth. ** An 
act for a high court of justice'* Upon this, L. D.*g 
remark is characteristic : — *' It cost,'' he says, '^ in- 
deed but one day's time, the reading, debate, and 
passing for a law, by reason of the great haste 
some gentlemen made, pretending great danger ta 
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liiemsel?es and the commonwealth^ so as no reasons 
could prevail to hare it recommitted^ as some desired ; 
or that the acts for treasons might be read which the 
commissioners were to proceed upon^ as others moved to 
have them ; nor yet that the bill might be ingrossed^ 
being to be a law that concerned liie^ for then it could 
not have passed till the next day^ when some that were 
perceived that day absent (being praying at the Blacks 
friers J might he present, and hinder^ as it is likely to 
be feared, the passing of it ; — which had they done^ they 
had saved much the credit of the council ; for to trise 
men it seemed a very weak piece. And experience hath 
(thanks be to God) shewn there was not that sudden 
danger as some gentlemen suggested, who did not let to 
say, (in answer to those that would have had it ingrossed 
against the next morning,) ' that they knew not but by 
that time they might have their throats cut.' " In ex- 
pLuiatiou of this, the case of Lilbume need only be re- 
called. Nineteenth. ^^An act for deofforistation and im> 
provement of the forests, and of the honours, manors, 
lands, and tenements, within the limits and perambula- 
tions of the same,heretofore belonging to the king, queen, 
and prince." This was, we are told,'' a very large act, and 
comprehensive in the particulars, wherein the old farmers 
of the custom house, that lent the old king money, to 
make war with the Scots, were admitted to have their 
old debts made public faitb, to double on, to the sum of 
two hundred seventy -six thousand pounds, to the end 
to be sure to have money against the spring. It was 
complied with ; and some very eminent and wise gen- 
tlemen made others believe there was no question but the 
money would be provided ready against die times, other 
members of less note [no doubt our present informant]] 
told the house what they thought,even as it is come to 
pass." Twentieth. ''An act confirming the purchasers of 
sir John Stowel's land(| what they had purchased of the 
state." Twenty-first^ An act *for an assessment jit the 
rate of one hundred and twenty thousand poimds a 
month, for six months, for the maintenance of the armies 
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and navy of this commonwealth."* Twenty-second/^ An 
act for continuing the privilages and jurisdiction of the 
county of Lancaster." Twenty-third. ^' An act touching 
idiots and lunatics,'* Twenty-fourth. '^An act for enabling 
commissioners of parliament for compounding with de« 
linquents to dispose of two parts of the lands and estates 
of recusants^ for the benefit of tlie commonwealth." 
This act we again learn from L. D. " cost much time in 
the debate of it ; for that some gentlemen fearing it 
amounted to the toleration of popery^ did strongly oppose 
it, and caused it to be so modelized^ as that it was never 
like to attain the end aimed at^ as some then declared ; 
of which experience now can best declare and speak." 
Twenty-fifth. ^' A second act for the constituting com- 

* **Thb/* aayi the author of the Exact Relation (the curiouf pamphlet 
I have already quoted), '* wa$ a very large act, and took up many day$ in 
the debate and paning of it, there being a desire ^ \f possible it m^ht have 
been, to have abated something of that sum, and that it might be laid equalfy. 
Many votes passed, and very sharp debates, by reason of the great inequa- 
lity that was evident in the laying of the tax, some countries bearing be- 
yond their proportion, and some much less, which made the burthen more 
grievous than otherwise it would be. . When, after many days spent in the 
jnodelixing of the bill, and it came to be passed, some gentlemen gave their 
reasons why they could not give their yea to pass it for a law, for the un- 
righteousness that was in it (and something else) which had been laid 
forth in the debate. The great inequality betwixt country and country, 
city and city, hundred and hundred : and so of particular estates, some 
paying but two or three shillings in the pound, and others four and five, 
yea, some ten or twelve shillings for their real estate, beside what 
they paid for their personal ; some of London passionatelv complained 
of being overrated, they paying 8000/. a month, the fifteenth part of the 
whole assessment of the commonwealth, when, as they with great confi- 
dence aflarmed, they were not the fortieth part of the commonwealth in 
value, as their case now was. The act ingroseed, and the question bang 
put, the no's (as to the making it a law that very day) had they been pro- 
secuted to the pole, had hazarded the passing qf it ; it having being earnestly 
pressed that it might be amended at the table, or re-committed to be 
amended against the next day. A gentleman that first moved to have the 
house give up that morning they were dissolved, made this one qfhis reasons 
why he could sit no longer with his fellows, because of their dealing so disin. 
genuously with the army: some other gentleman having spoken to the 
same account : but as to this, those that gave their no's against the then 
passing of the bill upon the account before, can say, they never were in 
arms against the parliament and army, nor were ever in Oxford, or any 
other garrison that stood in opposition to them. And for their constant 
cordial aflfbction to them, they may safeley say, without boasting, they have 
been but a very little behind them that have been the highest and best 
afiteted in the nation, whatever those gentlemen please to say. To endea- 
vour to have the assessment equally laid alld borne, tended much to the 
army's good rather than hurt, whereby they might continue to enjoy the 
love and affbction of the people unto tnem.^' So began, as I have already 
observed, the quarrels and contentions, which in the four concluding votes 
received their final consummation. . The writer of this passage seems to 
have taken a decided part hinuel£ 
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missioners for ordering and managing of the affairs of 
the admiralty and navy/* Twenty-sixth. '^ An act for the 
better and more effectual discovery of thieves and high^ 
waymen,** We have to add, in concluding the list, that, 
'^ diere was also a hill hrought in and read, and dehated 
for the uniting of Scotland to the commonwealth of Eng^ 
land, as a part of it, with equal privileges, which spent 
two or three days dehate in a grand committee of the 
house, hefore it was ordered to he ingrossed, heing a 
thing of very great weight and concernment; heing in- 
grossed, it lay ready on the tahle to he read and passed : 
hut the highlanders putting the country into distemper^ 
it was not put to he passed for a law while the house 
continued."* 



* It U.scarcely worth while now-a^ys to refute the calumnies which 
lord Clarendon so notoriously indulged against hii opponents ; but after 
this list, it may amuse the reader to bear the noble historian coolly observe 
that " these men who took upon theraselyes the supreme authority of the 
nation, and continued to act in that capacity near six months, to the 
amazement and even mirth of the people, neuer entered upon any grave 
or serious debate, that might tend to any settlement, but generally expressed 
great sharpness and animosity against the clergy, and against all learning, 
out of which they thought the clergy had grown, and still would grow. 
They looked upon the function itself tQ be anti-christian, the persons to 
be burthensome to the people, and the requiring and paying of tithes to 
be absolute Judaism, and so thought fit that they should be abolished 
together. And that there might not, for the time to come, be any race of 
people who might revive these pretences, they proposed, that all lands 
odonging to the universities* and colleges in those universities, might be 
sold, and that the money arising thereby should be disposed of for the 
public service, and to ease the people flrom the payment of taxes and 
contributions." It is unnecessary to observe that no shadow of mj stich 
Xpotion, or proposal, relating to the universities, was ever made in the 
house. The only attempt that carried even the smallest tendency that 
way, was the scheme for abolishing of tithes. ** And this project," as we 
are assured by a member, ** was so far from being intended to the prejudice 
of the parochial clergy, that the design was only to take away the manner 
qf maintainance by tithes as unequal, burdensome, and being the occasion 
^ litigious laws suits / and that a bill was offered, on the day of the par. 
liament's resignation, for rendering the revenues of the clergy more cer- 
tain and equal, by reducing benefices of 200/ a year and upwards, and ad- 
vancing those of a smaller income ; and also for making a provision for the 
widows and children of ministers ; but that this equitable proposal was 
refused a reading, and that therefore the charge against one part of the 
house, of an intent to destroy the ministry, was a groundless reproach, 
cast upon those who endeavoured only to take off oppressions And griev- 
ances.'*— The truth of this assertion is the less liable to be controverted, 
after the statement already proved in this work that the Long Parliament, 
When they abolished episcopacy, and solditbe temporal revenues of the bishops, 
deans and chapters, &c., made an express reserve of all their impropna- 
tions, which were to be applied to the increase of the revalues of the pa. 
rochial clergy and heads of colleges. The same reserve of impropriations 
was made in the act pasaed^by.thia conventioD, for enabling delinquents to 
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The first of the four famous votes which alone re-* 
main to be mentioned^ was a deckration^ that the court 
of chancery should be totally taken away and abolished. 
In almost every recent petition of the people to the su« 
preme authority of the nation^ complaints had been 
made of the court of chancery ; of its 4ilatory pro« 
ceedings ; of the enormous expense which it entailed 
on its suitors ; and of the suspicious nature of its de- 
cisions^ so liable to be influenced by the personal parti- 
alities and interests of the judge. At last this '^ litde 
parliament" grappled with the mighty evil ! The de* 
bate^ which was filled with interest and excitement, 
lasted two days.* The enemies of the court mustered 
all their force against it, and, on the main question, the 
resistance of its friends was feeble. It was beyond a 
doubt, the movers of the vote affirmed, the greatest 
grievance of the nation. For dilatoriness, chargeable- 
ness, and a faculty of bleeding the people in the purse 
vein, even to their utter perishing and undoing, it 
might compare with, if not surpass, any court in the 
world. It was confidently asserted by persons of great 
weight that there were depending in Uiat court 23,000 
causes, some of which had been going on for ^ve^ ten^ 

eompound for their estates. In connection with these calumnies it is only 
fidr to add what is said on the subject by the author of the Exact Relation. 
*<The house," he observes, " was at least not altogether idle, nor at a 
stand in their work, so as there was no need to have them dissolved on that 
score ; indeed much more might have been done and preceded in, if ther^ 
had not been something that did let. The two great grievances of the law 
and tytbes had such flriends in the house, as that, when either of those 
things came into debate, the house was as divided into two parts ; the one 
very indulgent, still pleading and making defence in their bdialf i the 
other endeavouring the redress of them. Great counsels agree not in all 
things presently ; yet is that no good ground of their dissoluticin. Hiat the 
house was not idle, nor at a stand, nor in an incapacity to do the work of 
the nation, though so divided as aforesaid, may, beside what appeareth 
already, be further taken knowledge of by these ensuing votes which fioL. 
low. l%ere were four great votes that passed in the time of the sitting of 
the house, which gome interetts uteremuch dfspleased at, and they past noi 
without gretu debate. First, a vote for abolishing and taking away the 
court ofchancery ; 2dly., a vote for a new body or model of the law ; 
Sdly., a vote to take away the power of patrons to make presentations ; 
4thiy., That innocent negative voce of not agreeing with the report of the 
oommittee for tythes, touching what they reported, as the best way to 
eject scandalous, prophane. and ignorant ministers, &&, upon which pre* 
•ently followed the dissolution of the house.'* 
« Wfaitelocke's Memorials. 
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twenty^ and thirty years! that there had heen spent 
therein thousands of pounds^ to the ruin^ nay utter un- 
doing, of many families ! that no ship (that is^ cause) 
ahnost sailed in the sea of the law^ hut^ first or last^ it 
put into that port^ where it suffered so much loss^ that 
the remedy was worse than the disease ; that what was 
ordered in it one day was contradicted the next, so that 
in some causes there had been 500 orders or more ; and 
that, at last^ wheik the purses of clients began to be 
emptied, and their spirits a little cooled^ then, by a re- 
ference to some gentleman in the country, the cause 
came to be suddenly ended ! In one word, that the 
court of chancery was no better than '^ a mystery of 
wickedness, and a standing cheat"* The friends of 
the court, in apparent inability to weaken the popular 
strength of these arguments, reserved themselves for the 
more difficult question of detail ; and, after a brief and 
ineffectual resistance, suffered the court of chancery to 
be ^' voted down.**t 

Then arose that question of detail, — how to give to 
the vote the shape and efficacy of law — how, in other 
words, to dispose of the causes actually pending in the 
court, and to substitute a less objectionable tribunal in 
its place. It was referred to the committee on law 
affairs, but the first bill they prepared was rejected. Its 
provisions were deemed inadequate to the proper ar- 
rangement of what should be done, after the court was 
abolished, respecting causes actually before it. A second 
bill underwent the same fate. A third was judged by 
the authors of the vote to have had too much of the 
lawyers themselves in its concoction, and the " remedies 
it prescribed were imagined worse than the disease/* It 
was, without hesitation, rejected. Term now ap- 
proached ; and the members who had taken foremost 

* The debate is so described in the Exact Relation, p. 12. 

t " How did good people r^oice," says a writer of the time, " when they 
heard of that vote, and now sad and sorrowAil were the lawyers and clerks, 
for the fear of the loss of their great Diana, may be remembered, ¥fith their 
great joy in making bonfires and drinking sack, when they were delivered 
m>m their fears by the dissolution of the late parliament 1 " 
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BgdnBt the lawyers end "their great Diana," reso- 
ly put forth a bill to suipend all chaocery proceed- 
for one month, till an effectual provision could be 
e to meet every difficulty. To this, however, the 
rera and their partiganH offered the most datenniDecl 
ilance they had yet ventured to make. Cromwell 
ily auifted tbem* ; and, taking adTHntage of the 
nee of some of their more strennoua sdverEariea 
1 town, they managed to fling the measure ouUf 
sperated to conduct aa extreme, the reformers in 
I collected all the power they could command in 
houae, brought up theii absent members, prepared 
nielvea for a final rally against what they termed 
" nuisance of the nation," and within a few days 
ented a fourth bill ! Id this, the defects of all the 
'iouB attempts, and, particularly, of the first bill, 
s remedied ; provision being made in it, in pai- 
lar, for a proper conclusion to enita now in hand, 
veil as for the termination of such causes as were 
□arily brought into chancery, so that they should 
[ecided in a short time, and for the moat part at an 
mse of thirty or forty shillingB ! All opposition to 
bill was overborne. It was read twice in one day, 
committed, and would most certainly have passed, 
not subsequent proceedings been cut short by the 
alution of the parliament. 

tut the court of chancery was only one stall in the 
lean stahle of the law, and in this little parliament 
the very soul of a Hercules sprang forUi, against 
uch impurities of the time. Their second great 

Vh" '^""j"^'i ''TS*"f ■"*• "^''^ •""'* Wmidf In pmter, he du 
SS aeWd an mdinaiice ™«Btill(['!5°IliWj«THi irMm ^^MO* 
r renilMliiKiDdliiiitlliiEihc juHHTictloiii^Uiahlghautlarcliaii- 
The conunlrtoiieti of ihe grwl h>I. WWdlngloo ind WblWodit, 
Unthil. Ug DuiUT of ths T^b. inAnmcd bimliT MUr on iu apT 
iMvUut ttaei hid Kiiighl (he lonl, hut did not Sod thcmiriia Ohio 
Ecoiding to the ordtninCB. But, alu Ibr Idem ! Ihe iligbleit good. 
mmthe p«9le hid beconu more unporUol u Uie iaid prUecun ihiD 
ulkHtdriiynterupIctookOie walin^the flnt two, .od g»« 
to nennn and Llik. LenthBl opporttibelv oyercame hiiKiuuJa. 
emilDed Id office. S«« Scoben, p. 3i4, nw the Ordiamw. 
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vote to be recorded was for a general revision and 
new modelling of the whole body of the law. That 
design^ which the greatest jurists and philosophers of 
our country^ from Bacon to Bentham^ have won fame 
by merely propounding and shaping forth in theory, 
has alone been boldly and practically grappled with by 
this so-called mean and ignorant assembly ! What^ 
they asked^ made up the law ? Ajvoluminous collection 
of statutes^ many of them almost unknown^ and many 
inapplicable in existing circumstances; the dicta of 
judges, perhaps ignorant, frequently partial and inter'* 
ested ; the reports of cases, but so contradictory, that 
they were regularly marshalled in hostb against each 
other ; and the usages of particular districts, only to 
be ascertained through the treacherous memories of the 
most aged of the inhabitants. Englishmen had a 
right to know the laws by which they were to be go- 
verned ; it was easy to collect from the present system 
all that was really useful ; to improve it by necessary 
additions ; and to comprise the whole within the shape 
and compass of a single reasonably sized volume. A 
debate was accordingly held, which lasted, in the midst 
of very great excitement, and a furious opposition, for 
two days. The result was a vote to express the neces-t 
sity of the measure, and to refer its details to the com- 
mittee already appointed, of whom, as I have said, 
Anthony Ashley Cooper, afterwards lord high chancellor 
of England, was a chief member. The committee be- 
gan with crimes — treason in the first place, and se- 
condly murder. The plan was, that this ^' new body 
of law," when formed by the committee, was to under- 
go the patient revision of the house, and, as they should 
see cause, to be in each of its parts adopted or re- 
jected. 

Meanwhile the opposition was tremendous, and every 
inch of ground without and within the house was 
fought indeed desperately, and with all the basest ex- 
pedients of faction. The first point laid hold of after 
the vote, was an error of the clerk of the house in 
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wording it ^^ The clerk/' says the author of the Ex- 
act Relation^ ** in drawing up the question^ put the 
word hody instead of model, which some members^ for 
the passing of the vote before and after^ desired to havef 
altered ; but others^ lovers of the law as now it is^ op- 
posed the aiteration of the word, being very angry at 
the vote ; and so it went as it was^ with some seeming 
disadvantage, by means of the word body, which 
some of those aforesaid, being angry, would need fancy, 
and accordingly reported, as if it were intended to de* 
9troy the law, and t^tke away the laws we had been fighU 
ingfor all thie whUe^ as our birth right and inheritance* 
And such a noise was made about it, that made many 
believe that the house was modeUsed of monsters, 
rather than men of reason and Judgment." The 
writer adds that, notwithstanding, ''there were very 
sober and moderate gentlemen in the account of all 
men, that concurred heartily in this vote, and upon 
whom little blemish will stick." And no doubt, being 
such, these hard words did not much affect them, since 
aU reformers must wear that epithet of monsters, tiU 
they transfer it finally to the abuses they have resolved 
to overthrow. 

Cromwell assisted, with all his energy, the outcry 
raised against the vote, and, strengthened by his au- 
thority, there arose from out of the courts and purlieus 
of Westminster, such a multitudinous and tumultuous 
clamour of voices and of pens, that the like had not 
been heard before, to " protect from ruin the venerable 
fabric of English jurisprudence." The presumption of 
these ignorant and fanatical legislators was ridiculed by 
every device of falsehood ; the design was ascribed to 
them' of substituting the law of Moses for the law of 
the land ; and the people were earnestly conjured to 
unite in defence of their ''birthright and inherit-' 
anoe," for the preservation of which so many miseries 
had been endured and sa much blood had been shed. 
This charge of an intention to overthrow all custom 
and common sense in favour of the law of Moses was 
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afterwards frequently insisted on by Cromwell. It rested 
altogether on a single expression used in the debate^ 
that neither the infliction of the punishment of death 
for theft^ nor the sparing the lives of men for murder^ 
under the notion and name of manslaughter^ ought to 
be sanctioned in the new code^ because no such things 
were to be found in the " law of Grod ** or the sanction 
of '^ right reason." 

But a vindication of the purpose and necessity of 
this vote, and of the intentions of its originators^ has 
been left on record by one of themselves, and possesses 
too much interest and value to be here omitted*. The 
main grounds for it, he tells us, as rested upon in the 
debate^ were the '^intricacy, uncertainty, and incon- 
gruity of the laws as now they are. First," he con- 
tinues, *' that whereas the laws ought to be easyj plain, 
and short, so that they who were to be subject to themy and 
have benefit by them, might be able to know and under- 
stand them in some good measure* They are now so vo- 
luminous, and thereby intricate and uncertain, dark and 
concealed, as few are able to come to the knowledge of 
them* Those of the profession of the law differ, in 
very many cases, what the law is, and are o{ several 
opinions about this thing and the other ; and then how 
should others, tho' highly concem'd, be able to under^ 
stand them, and their interest therein contained; there 
being so many law books of great bulk, so many old 
musty records, reports, and book cases, 4M that, after the 
time spent in schoolJeaming, the rest of the time of the 
flower of a marCs years would be little enough to read 
them over and peruse them. And besides, those records 
and book cases are very ill guides or lights to go by, for 
who knoweth the circsumstances that did attend them, 
which often alter the whole <;ase? Who knoweth. 
whether, in those cases, bribery did not make the judg- 
ment; or the powerfulness of some great man; or the 
love or hatred of the judge ; or the negligence or cor- 
ruption of the advocate ? And, besides, in those law 
cases, some precedents are directly contrary to others ; 

VOL. vii, p 
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and an advocate or counsel alledgeth one case or report, 
and another^ another; and then the judge followeth 
-which he pleaseth. How arbitrary is the Jaw in this 
case ! And at what uncertainty are the great interests 
and properties of men I . . . Besides, how various are 
&e customs which^ notwithstanding^ pass for law ! 
Usually unknown but to some old man of the place ; 
-which^ tho' it be ever so unrighteous and unreasonable, 
time out of mind carries it. How bulky and volumi- 
nous are the statute books ! and of 90 great a price that 
Jew are able to buy them; and -so large that few can 
epare time to read them, to know their right, and how 
they are concerned in them; and yet they must be 
judged, and stand or fall by them. And many times 
some musty statute^ of a hundred years old and more 
imprinted, is found and made use of by some crafty 
lawyer, to the undoing of an honest man that meant no 
hurt, nor knew any thing at aU of the danger.'* 

The wisdom and humanity of these arguments aie 
surely not to be disputed. The writer afterwards goes 
on to describe the measures adopted in realization of them* 
*^ Upon something," he says, "held forth to this efiect, the 
vote was first carried for a new body or model of the law ; 
and a committee chosen to that end, who met often, and 
had the help of some gentlemen of worth, that had deserved 
well of their country, being true patriots ; who liked 
well the thing, as very useful and desirable; it being not 
a destroying of the law, or putting it down, as some 
scandalously reported, but a reducing the wholesome 
just, and good laws into a body, from them that are use»- 
less and out of date ; such as concerned the bishops and 
holy church, so call'd ; and were made in favour of kings, 
and the lusts of great men, of which there are very 
many. If the law of God be eyed, and right reasoa 
look'd into in all, there be some laws that are contrary 
to both ; as the putting men to death fbr theft, the spar^ 
ing the lives of men for murder, under the notion and 
name of manslaughter; a term and distinction not 
found in the righteous law of Grod : and that unreasim^ 
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able law^ that if a waggon or cart^ Sec, driven by the 
owner, or some other, with never so much care^ faU and 
kill any person, the owner^ though it were his own son 
or servant, that could no way help it, shall lose his horse 
and waggon by the profane and superstitious name of 
deodand ; and the owners of the goods shall lose them 
ftlso upon the same account^ though they were as inno- 
cent as Abel. Other instances might also be given* 
The way the committee took in order to their work^ 
which must needs be elaborate, was, — by reducing the 
aeeeral laws to their proper heads to which they did (e- 
hng, and 80 modelizing or embodying of them ; taking 
knowledge of the nature of them, and what the law of 
God said in the qase, and how agreeable to right reason 
they were ; likewise how proportionable the punishment 
was to the offence or crime; and wherein there seem'd 
ahy thing either deficient or excessive, — to offer a supply 
and remedy, in order to rectifying the whole. The com-* 
mittee began with criminals. Treason being the highest, 
they considered the kinds thereof ; what was meet to be 
adjudged treason in a free commonwealth, and what was 
meet to be the punishment of grand and petty treason. 
Then they proceeded to murder, the kinds of it, and 
what was to be so acyudged, and the punishment thereof. 
The like they intended concerning ^eft, and, after, to 
have ascertained and secured property. As also the ex- 
ecutive part of the law : so as a person should not need 
to part with one property to secure and keep another, 
as now it is ; persons being forced to lose the property 
of their cow, to keep tJie property of their horse ; or 
one parcel of land to preserve and keep another. This 
body of law, when modelized, was to be reported to the 
bouse to be considered of^ and passed by them as they 
should see cause. A work in itself great, and of high 
esteem with many, for the good fruit and benefit that 
would arise from it : by which means the huge volumes 
of tbeUw would come to be reduced into the bigness of 
a pocket-book, as it is proportionably in New England 
abd elsewhere. A thing of so great worth and benefit 
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as England is not yet worthy of^ nor likely in a short 
time to be so bless'd as to enjoy. And this being the 
true end and endeavour of those members that laboured 
in that committee^ it is submitted to every godly and 
rational man in the nation, whether^ as is most falsely and 
wickedly reported aUd charged upon persons acting in so 
much love to their country, their endeavours tended to 
destroy the whole laws^ and pulling them up by the 
roots." 

The appeal will be honestly answered at last, even 
though deferred till now. Nor are there many rational 
men amongst us who, while they offer their hearty sym«^ 
pathy to the honourable motives and exertions of this 
writer and his associates, will not also avow^ in shame 
and regret^ that the design they had thus commenced 
two hundred years ago^ was indeed a thing of so great 
worth and benefit that England is not yet worthy of it, 
nor likely in a short time to be so blessed as to enjoy it ! 

The soldiers and lawyers having thus been thoroughly 
roused by the two first of these famous votes, it was re« 
served for the remaining two to provoke the parsons;, 
and the patrons of livings. The third great vote, for 
example, involved the subject of presentations to be.' 
nefices. It assaulted ^^ Satan himself" in his '*' strong- 
hold" of advowsons. Nothing could certainly be more 
adverse to that religious spirit — call it fervent or fanati. 
cal, seek it among independants or presbyterians — now 
in undoubted prevalence with a m<gority of the English 
people, than these rights of presentation and advowson, 
where in the first case the possessor of a certain pro- 
perty claimed the power of naming the priest of flie 
parish where his property lay, and in the second (as the . 
term is used in ordinary acceptation) for a given sum 
of money disposed of that right to another, against the 
first vacancy that should occur. It was, the originators 
of this vote contended, contrary to reason, that any pii* • 
vate individual should possess the power of imposing a 
spiritual guide upon his neighbours ; and therefore they- 
argued that presentations should be abolished^ and the 
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choice of the minister he vested in the hody of the' pa^- 
rishioners^ who might thus have the power^ in selecting 
a preacher that was to lead them in the ways of eternal 
life^ to secure one whose modes of thinking coincided 
with their own^ and whose temper^ general carriage^ and 
hahits of life were agreeahle to them. Meanwhile, the 
questioh had deeply interested and aroused vast numhers 
of patrons of livings and influential men of that class^ 
who sought against parliamentary oppression the ^' pro- 
tection" of the lord-general ; and an earnest stand was 
accordingly made in their favour. The vote was carried 
however on the 17th of November, that the right of 
presentation to benefices should be taken away, and 
the people in the several parishes be authorised to choose 
their own instructors. A bill to that effect was at the same 
time ordered to be brought in. 

The last and most fatal of all the votes involved the 
much.vexed question of tithes, and was somewhat 
strangely brought, as by a *' side wind," before the house. 
The result of a ^^ large debate" at the commencement of 
the session had been an understanding or agreement that 
tithes ought to be abolished, and that in their stead a 
compensation should be made to the impropriators, and 
a decent maintenance provided for the clergy. We 
have seen accordingly, that one of the committees which 
were named for the discussion and arrangement of many 
of the most important questions of public policy, was 
chosen to examine into tithes, with a special instruction 
to inquire into the alleged sacredness of the property 
which was thus constituted. Great were the fluctua- 
tions and vicissitudes of the parliament during the sub- 
sequent months ; and it was not till the 2d of December 
that the committee made its report; nor is it supppsedjasu- 
deed that the report would even then have been piesented, 
but with the hope of arresting, in aome sort, the farther 
agitation of fSbe question of advowmns. The report was 
entitled ^^ respecting the method of rejecting scandalous, 
and settling godly ministers;" but its chief article was a 
distinct opinion of the committee appended to it as a 
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sort of second section, that incumbents^ rectors^ and Imr 
propriators^ had a property in tithes. This report pro«- 
Toked a most earnest and singular debate of five days* 

« The author of the ** Exact Relation** gives a detailed description, which 
is as correct as it is vivid, of the circumstances of this debate* and of tlie 
real bearing of this celebrated vota ** The fourth vote/* he savs, ** where- 
upon followed the dissolution of the parliament, was that harmless negative 
or not complying with the rep(Mt or the committee, touching what they 
ofibred as the b«t way to e}ect ignorant, prophane, and scandalous minis- 
ters, and encourageing them that are good, &c. : of which two things, and 
.ao an ead of this dtsooune : first, of the proceed to it, and in the debate of 
it, and then that which followed after it, till the house was dissolved. The 
proceed was shortly this : after the aforesaid vote had passed, and some of 
the gentlemen of the house were in readiness to oflfer the bill, the com- 
mittee for tythes, to counterwork and keep that off, as some thought, did 
on Monday morning offbr this report, and many were for the taking of it 
on : others were against the meddling with it at that time ; some moving 
to have the bill taken in concerning presentations, some to fall on things of 
more present concernment, as the bill for uniting Scotland to England • Rea. 
eons were oflbred on every side, and after one o'clock the bouse rose, and 
nothing ftutened on. The next morning, those that were for the report to 
be taken in the day before moved again, and the other not opposing, it was 
taken in, but not without being put to the vote^ whether the house would 
take It in, «^ich was carried in tne aflBrmative ; and so the debate began, 
and continued day after day, till after one o'clock each day, the spe^er 
being aged, and not able to sit longer. The debate was managed day by day 
with very great seriousness, many arguments and scriptures being alleged. 
The house being evenljr poised, and great attendance been given bv the 
members, waiting the time of tne vote, and though any member might, by 
the rules of the house, have spoken every day so long as the debate oon- 
tinued,^et such was the modesty shewed, that hardly any on all the five 
davs spake twice ; very little of heat or passion bting shewed all that time; 
only one gentleman or two that were for the report, seeing themselves and 
their party so engaged, flew out a little, complaining of the expense of 
time, to have given a check to the going on of the debate. But the orders 
of the house being called for by some of the other side of the speaker, he 
declared it to be we right of every one to be heard, and thkt the question 
could not be put so long as any would speak to it; withal those gentlemen 
were told of their restlessness to take on the debate, and how they wanted 
patience to wait the issue of it ; after three or four days, a meml)er that was 
against the tepon off^ed an expedient, but was not accepted. At last, on 
Saturday, towards noon, the question drew near, as did also the^end of the 
parliament ; some members that were against the report having not spoken, 
and essaying to speak, were persuaded to forbear, who only gathered the 
issue and result of the whole, and left It to the house ; which was, whether 
upon the whole this which is in the report, was the best expedient for that 
end ? which some on the other side, that were for the report, perceiving the 
atress of the question put there, moved that the word * best' might 'be put 
out ; but it was not admitted, having been in the report all the time of the 
debate; so about one of the clock the vote passed, and upon dividing the 
bouse was carried in the negative- A debate of that nature and length, in 
ao great a council, hardly ever passed with such soberness and little heat or 
passion. The business was in statu quo, as to any one's being either better 
or ivorse ; the report was laid aside, for that the first part of it, whereon 
the other part depended, was rejected ; to wit, that the best way to eject 
ignorant, prophane, and scandalous ministers, and to encourage them uiat 
are good, was by sending certain commissioners empowered to do it, as at 
fUll length hath been put forth in print already. There was, at the passing 
of this vote, 115 members, whereof 54 were the aflSnnative,and56 for the 
D^ative, and two gentlemen, tellers for each sid^ and the speaker, 
which make up that number." 
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and when the question was put on the first section us 
to an entertainment of the mode of setdkig godly mi- 
nisters, though the committee, assisted in all respects 
by Cromwell, had mustered the whole force of the inde^ 
pendants in its favour, it was rejected on the 10th of 
December by a mty ority of two. The numbers were fifty- 
six to fifty-four. The second part, respecting the pro- 
perty in tithes, was in reality not put to the vote at all ; 
its fate was held to be included in that of the former; 
and it was at once, with the rapidity of lightning, circu- 
lated through London, that parliament had voted the 
abolition of tithes, and with them of the ministry, which 
derived its maintenance from tithes ! 

The time had arrived for the master-stroke of Crom. 
welL* Every power in the land that could make itself 

* I should observe, that besides the scenes oi parliament that had paved 
the way for it, other causes had worked as strongly. On every Monday 
during the session, Feakes and Powell, two anabaptist preachers, had deli, 
vered weekly lectures to numerous audiences at Blackfnars. They certainly 
appear to have been eloquent enthusiasts, commissioned, as they fancied, 
by God himself, and regardless of earthly controuL They introduced 
into their sermons most of the subjects discussed in parliament, and advo- 
cated the principles of their sect with a force and extravagance which had 
powerftiUy advanced the otject of Cromwell and his council ; because, in 
investing with their fanatical and ftntastical phrases the various measures 
of the convention, they managed to conceal very eSbctually from the under- 
standings of common men their really temperate wisdom and correct l)ear* 
ing on the true interests of the people. ' Their favourite topic was the Dutch 
war. God, they maintained, had given Hc^land into the hands of the En- 
glish ; it was to be the landing-place of the saints, whence they should pro- 
ceed to pluck the w— — of Babylon from her chair, and to establish the 
kingdom of Christ on the continent : and they threatened with every kind 
of temporal and everlasting woe the man who should advise peace on any 
other terms than the incorporation of the united provinces with the com- 
monwealth of England, when it was suspected, for example, that Ciom^ 
well had receded firom this demand, their indignation stripped the pope of 
many of those titles " with which," as Dr. Ungard observes, ** he had s« 
long been honoured by the protestant churches ; and the lord-general was 
publicly declared to be the beast in the Apocalypse, the old dragon, and the 
man of sin.'* Unwilling even to appear to evade the liberty of. religious 
meetings, Cromwell had for some tim6 borne these insults with an air of 
indifference ; at last he summoned the two preachers before himself and 
the council. But the ** heralds of the Lord or Hosts quailed not before the 
fervants of an earthly commonwealth : '* they returned rebuke for rebuke, 
charged Cromwell with an unjustifiable assumption of power, and departed 
from the conference unpunished and unabashed. By the common and ge- 
nerally indiflbrent public, as a matter of course, these sermons at Bladc- 
friars were considered as strictly and entirely explanatory of the views and 
princii>lesofthe reformers in the house, and the poor reformers suffered 
accordingly. Their enemies multiplied daily ; ridicule and abuse were 
poured upon them fh>m every quarter; and 'Mt became evident to all but 
themselves, that the hour of'^their fall was rapidly approaching." In illus. 
tration of Messrs. Feakes*s and Powell's style of preaching, it will only ht 
necessary to quote the mention of the sermons on one occfuion, by Sever. 
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'e the general indifference of the people trm now 
against the only boAj nhich stood between bin 
olute rule. Tbe compact between Cromw^ 
se various powers was thoroughly understood. 
rifices to be nisde on the one band, the " pro* 
to be given on the other, were as thorougUf 

day afio' the vote agalnit tbe report on tithes 
d to be Sunday. Cromwell passed it in bis own 
n secret consulution with his friends ; and th« 
r this consultation appeared early on tbe morn- 
the day following. On Monday, the 12th of 
er, a considerable number of membera in tbe 
)f Cromwell were observed to ento' the house oi 
s at sn unusually early hour. Old Francis Rous^ 
iker, arrived some minutes after them, and-* 
u at once formed. No question of superior 
had been entered for discuesion that day, and 
ber of the extreme party of refOTmers who bap- 
be present, was singularly few. 'VFhen, how- 
omwell's men were observed to enter in such 
strength, suspicions arose, and messengers were 
!d by the reformers for reinforcements against 

bad scarcely left the house — prayers were 
lid — when colonel Sydenham rose to addresa 
ler. He must talce leave, he said, to onburthen 
)f some things that had long lain upon his 
Fie had to speak, not of matters relating to tbe 
ig of tbe commonwealth, but that were insepa- 
m its very existence. He proceeded to load 
urea of the parliament, and particularly of a 

of its members, with the most monstrous 
lud accusation^ He said that they aimed at 
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no less than destroying the clergy, the law^ and the pro* 
perty of the subject. Thieir purpose was to take away 
Ihe law of the land^ and the birthrights of Englishmen, 
lor which all had so long been contending with their 
Idood, and to substitate in their room a code, modelled on 
ilbc law of Moses, and which was adapted only for the 
nation of the Jews. In the heat of a preposterous fer- 
TOUT, they had even laid the axe to the root of the chris- 
tian ministry, alleging that it was Babylonish, and that it 
was antichrist. They were the enemies of all intellec- 
tual cultivation and aU learning.* He noticed a motion 
which had been made by some member, that the great 
officers of the army should be treated with to serve 
without pay for one year, and another snggestion that 
had been ofiered, in the progress of the bill of assess- 
ment for six months for the maintenance of the army 
and navy, that the bill should be laid aside, till a j^an 
had been arranged for a more equal taxation of the sub- 
ject : symptoms, he added, which^ in no equivocal man- 
ner, indicated a deep-laid design in some for the total 
dfssoludon of the army.t ' In these circumstances, he 
said, that he could no longer satisfy himsdf to ^t in 
that house ; and he moved, that the continuance of this 
parliament, as now constituted, would not be for the 
good of the commonwealth ; and that therefore it was 
requisite that the house in a body should repair to the 
lord-general, to deliver back into his hands the powers 
ft^ich they had receive)! from him. His motion was 
seconded by sir Charles Wolseley. 

One of the most eloquent of the reformers (his name 
has not been preserved by the reporter of his speech) 
then rose and earnestly protested against the motion. 

* How little ba« the ityle of abuse, in matters appertaininff to reform of 
of law or church, changed with the pauage of two centuries I Is there an 
Exeter hall declaimer against education who might not adopt this argu- 
ment of Sydehhara as a text of faith ? Is there a party man of religions 
above the rank of curate or rector, who does not think the love of tithes 
synonymous with the love of learning ? 

f But Sydenham himself confessed that this was a daere single and un- 
•upported idea of a single member of the house, taken up by no one after it 
was. broached, dying as soon as bom ; and therefore his argument was xi> 
diculous, save as a mere party weapon, -« ** a stick to beat a dogge." 
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He defended the character of the parliament so nnna* 
turally deserted by its own members; he challenged 
every statement made by Sydenham on the question oJT 
tithes. What had been proposed^ he said, was so far 
from being intended to the prejudice of die parochial 
clergy, that its express object was to render the reve^ 
nues of the clergy more certain and equal, by reducing 
benefices of 200/. a year and upwards, by increasing 
those of smaller income, and also by making a provi- 
sion for the widows and children of ministers. As the 
Long Parliament, when they abolished episcopacy, and 
sold the temporal revenues of the bishops, deans, and 
chapters, made an express reserve of all impropriations, 
which were to be applied to increase the revenues of the 
parochial clergy and the universities, so had a precisely 
similar reserve been made by the present assembly in 
their act for enabling delinquents to compound for their 
estates. He then enumerated the various measures 
conducive to the public advantage, that were in progress, 
and extolled in the highest terms the disinterestedness 
and diligence of the parliament and its committees. He 
protested, in conclusion, with passionate earnestness, 
against a measure fraught with such incalculable cala- 
mity as the dispersion of that parliament would prove. 
Several other reformers followed on the same side with 
equal warmth; and the debate promised to be of consi- 
derable duration. Other reformers, who had been sent for, 
were now also fast arriving, and the issue seemed at the 
least doubtful. The number of Cromwell's partisans 
might • be about forty ; the reformers had by this time 
mustered between thirty and thirty-five.* 

• This is according to the double evidence of the author of the Exact 
Relation, and of the New NarratiTO of the Diuolution. A letter Ax>m one 
of the members to his brother, Contained in Thurloe, gives the same num« 
ber to the Cromwell party, and savs, that when the latter had left, only 
twenty-seven reformers stayed behind. The other eight, no doubt, felt 
that any Airther resistance would be idla I subjoin this letter, (torn Bussy 
iMansel to Edward Pritchard, which derives its interest from the fact bf its 
writer having been present ** Since I writ my last to you, and some days 
before, wee were about a report from the committee of tieths. about send- 
ing commissioners to the several circuits to cast out all that tney judged to 
be unat fo tie ministers, and to put in all they judged to be fit upon the last 
a 2 ^^ ^^^ weeke. This power and its appurtenances came to the question, 
wia It was carried Id the negative. Hereupon those gentlemen that were 
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All doubt, however^ was suddenly ended^by the extra- 
oidinary conduct of the speaker^ Francis Rous, who had 
become one of Cromwell's most thorough-going tools. 
Acting on an evidently preconcerted plan^ he suddenly 
rose and left the chair. The serjeant took up the mace 
and carried it before him as he quitted the hall ; even 
the clerk rose and went out at the same instant ; while 
as many members as were favourable to the motion fol- 
lowed^ and repaired at once to Whitehall^ to demand 
admission to Cromwell. Some few reformers left also^ 
in hopelessness and disgust. Twenty-seven of the more 
fervent and enthusiastic remained^ g&zing on each other 
in wonder at what had passed^ insufficient in numbers 
to make a house^ and without a speaker had they been 
so inclined. Harrison appears to have been one of these^ 
as well as one of the orators in the debate that had pre- 
ceded. They continued thus^ for some time^ in help- 
less consultation as to what was to be done ; and had 
just proposed to fall to prayers, when two officers, 

colonel Goffij and major White*, suddenly entered^ and 

*" -7 ■ 

for the report came oooner than their usual hower upon Munday to the 
bouse, and there spoke of the unlikelihood of doing good, and instanced in 
several things, that they judged eviU that was don j and therefore desired 
that they would goe, and returne that power they had from whence they 
received it ; and thereupon about forty, and the speaker, went to the gene» 
rail, and did accordingly. Twenty^even staved in the house a little time 
Speaking to one another ; and going to speak to the Lord in prayer, coll. 
Ooff and lieut-coU. White came into the house, and desired them that were 
there to come out Some answered, that they were there by a call flrom 
the generall, and would not come out by their desire, unless they had a 
command flrom him. They returned noe answer, but went out, and fetched 
two files of musquetiers, and did as good as force them out ; amongst whom 
I was an unworthy one." 

* A vulgar piece of pleasantry, on the part of this major White, has been 
suflRsred to creep into nistory. He is said to have asked, on his entrance, 
•• what they did there ? " to have been answered by Harrison, •* that they 
were seeking the Lord ;** and to have rejoined, " then you may go else- 
where, for to my knowledge he has not been here for several years inssed.** 
The anecdote rests on the authority of a piece of royalist scurrility^, in 
which the circumstance of the dissolution is described after this fashion : 
— *' In the mean time Rouse, the speaker, with the mace before him (and 
his followers'), came to Whitehall, and there resigned the instrument he 
gave them, by which they were constituted a parliament, and gave them 
likewise to understand how they had left their fellows. Their surrenderey 
was kindly received by Oliver, and they thanked for the pains they had 
taken in the service of the commonwealth, however he and they had 
xaiss'd of their intentions of the good should thereby have come to the com. 
monwealth, which a strange spirit and perverce principle in some of the 
members had solely hindred ; and as to them yet sitting in the parliament 
bouse, he dispatched away lieutenant-colonel White, a confident of his, to 
dUlodge them, who accordingly, with a guard of red coats, came thither. 
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requested them to withdraw. Harrison demanded hf 
what warranty and major 'Wliite called in a file of mus* 
keteers. No further resistance was offered ; the house, 
was expeditiously cleared^ and the keys left with the 
guard. 

The speaker^ meanwhile^ preceded by the mace^ and 
followed by Sydenham and his party^ walked through 
the streets to Cromwell's residence at Whitehall. Som^: 
few members^ who were on their way to the house^ 
joined him^ in curiosity^ as he passed ; some few^ in 
fear. Having arrived at Whitehall^ they withdrew into 
one of the apartments^ and placed a few hurried lines 
on paper^ expressive of the resignation of their power 
into CromweIl*s hands. This was as hastily engrossed 
by the clerk^ subscribed by the speaker and his followers, 
and tendered by them to Cromwell^ who at once put on 
a well-painted air of surprise^ asseverated that he was not 
prepared for such an offer^ and protested that he could 
not load himself with so heavy and serious a burden.^ 

■^-^^-^~~- Mil ij ■ M, I I - _ ■ ■ . ■ , I I I I r-r I r^* — r~ 

and entering the'house, demanded them, in^the name of the general, to de.-- 
part, for the parliament was dissolved : who, replying to the contrary, and 
telling him they were upon buisness, and ought not thus to be distuibed, 
he asked, * What buisness?* They answered, * We are seeking of God.' 
' Pugh ! * saith he, * is that all ? that's to no purpose, for God hath not been 
within these walls these twelve years ;' and so fairly compelled them out. 
muttering with the same wrath and sorrowfUl look backs, as those that had 
sate thirty times the same term, and could have almost pleaded prescript 
tlon." 

* It seems hardly credible that such hypocrisy as this could have been 
attempted ; but Cromwell had now lost, in matters of this^ind, all sense of 
ingenuousness or shame. His tools and creatures would seem to believe 
anything,'for the pleasure, in being duped, of duping others in turn ; and 
be himself would semn ready to say or do any thing at all times, only to 
show his power of doing or saying it. He had the deliberate effVoiitery, 
Ibr example, to repeat the present force of falsehood to the first parliament 
of the protectorate, whom ne assured, in the most solemn manner, ** that 
be was so far fh>m having any hand in the project, that he was an absolute 
stranger to the design, tiU the speaker, witn the major part of the house, 
came to him witli the instrument of their resignation." It was in the 
same speech, I may add, that he used the characteristic expression, '* I have 
aiqiealed to Ood before you already ; I know that it is a tender thing to 
make appeals to God.*' I do not insult the common sense of the reader by 
affiNTting to inquire into the possibility of sincere self-delusion here. Set. 
ting aside the plain course or his policy, from the first moment of the exist, 
ence of this parliament to his last deliberation with his officers before its 
fall, will any rational person believe that a file of musketeers could be 
marched into the house of pariiament, the members turned out, and the 
door of the house locked, without the knowledge of the lord-general P I 
subjoin an extract from Ludlow, in corroboration of the views already 
wrged in the text. ** The perfidious Cromwell having forgot his most 
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But his reluctance yielded at last to the remonstrances 
and entreaties of Lambert and the officers, and the in- 
strument was laid in a chamber of the palace, for the 
convenience of such members as had not yet subscribed 
their names. . 
-S • It lay there three days, and, though only signed, 
at first, by Sydenham's party, it is said to have ex- 
hibited, at the close of the third day, very nearly eighty 
names — a majority of the whole assembly ; nor do I 
find any distinct authority that questions this. In what 
way these signatures were obtained, or whether they 
were in all respects genuine, is a matter scarcely worth 
discussion. The existence of the convention sprang out 
of cheat and delusion, and though its career was ele- 
vated into respect by the unlooked for gravity of its 
counsels, and the wise determination of its measures, its 
abrupt and iniquitous end was nothing more than the 
natural consummation of its monstrous origin. Some 
oif the members, it is said, were induced to yield their 
signatures to the solicitations of the friends of Crom- 
well ; some to fear, and a reluctance to incur the dis- 
pleasure of the powerful ; several, according to one of 

I 
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solemn professions and firnner vows, as well as the blood and treasufethat 
had been spent in this contest, thought it high time to take off the masque, 
and resolved to sacrifice all our victories and deliverances to his pride and 
ambition, under colour of talcing upon him the qfflce^ as it tttere^ qf a high 
coMtabUt in order to keep the peace qfthe uaiion, ana to restraim men from 
cutting one another's throats. One difficulty yet remained to obstruct his 
design, and that was the convention, which be had assembled and invested 
with power, as well as earnestly solicited to reform the law. and reduce the 
clergy to a more evangelical constituton. And having sufficiently alarmed 
those interests, and shown them their danger (h>m the convention, he 
informs them farther, that they cannot be ignorant of the confbsion that 
all things are brought into by the immoderate seal of those in authority, 
and to what extremities matters nught be reduced, if permitted to go on ; 
possibly, said he, to the utter extirpation of law and gospel fWmi amongst 
us : and therefore advised that thev would join their interests to his, in 
order to prevent this inundation. His proposition was readily embraced 
by the corrupt part of the lawyers and clergy, and so he became their pro- 
tector, and they the humble supporters of his tyranny. But that his 
usurpation might seem less horrio, he so contrived it, by his instruments, 
that some of the convention must openly manifest their disapprolMtion of 
their own proceedings, and under divers specious pretences put a period to 
their sitting. When the instrument of resignation was brought to Crom- 
well, 'tis said he lifted up his eyes with astonishment ; and, with no less 
■earning modesty reftised to receive it ; but, at length, through the impor. 
tuoity of mi^or-general Lambert and others, representing to him that the 
welfare of the nation absolutely required bis acceptance of the parliaroentis 
resignation, he thought fit to comply with their req(uest" 
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their own members^ because certain of their companions 
and allies had done it already ; several^ happy that they 
might so be rid of a troublesome and thankless employ- 
ment; and several^ because they would not expose 
themselves to the charge of ambition, and an over- 
weening love of dignity and power.* Thus was a 
majority at last obtained, and, within a few hours after- 
wards, came forth the new constitution of government^ 
in which Oliver Cromwell openly stood supreme. 

* Exact Relation, —There are some other ptinti of detail in the account 
of the writer of the Exact Relation, which make it worth while to subjoin: 
thedescriptionof the whole scene of the dissolution in his own words :-» 
*' The spraker, foi^etting the duty of his place, though he was earnestly 
called unto to keep the chair, he left it : and the sogeant, as if he had been 
of council, took up the mace and carried it before him, tkough ke was spoken 
wUo to tiu contrary t as in like manner did the chief clerks ; and thus, in 
an irruptions way going out of the house without any adjournment or vote,, 
left sitnng thirty or thirty.five members in the bouse. Whetheilthose that 
so went away were a greater, or lesser number, as is more likely, it is 
hard to be determined ; though it be thought by some there were not 
seventy so earlv in the house. Those that went out of the house, going to- 
ward Whitehall, met some coming to the house, who, seeing them gain thai 
manner, thought they had adjourned thfther, and so went tuong with them : 
others they sent for up and down, where they could find them, to come to 
them to the house chamber, where they were. Those in the house imme. 
diatelv betook themselves to consider what they had to do, being so deserted 
of their fellows ; and telling over their number, they found themselves but 
thiity-four or thirty-five, which could not make a house, forty being the 
least number that might act in a parliamentary way. As they were going 
to consider among themselves, a ccdonel and lieutenant^^olonel entered the 
house, and desired them to depart. The members desired them to with, 
draw, for that they, as members of parliament, had warrant to be there ; 
and if they had warrant to put them out, they wished them to show it; 
but not maiw words passed; they went back and opened the doors, a$A 
brou^ in the soldiers with their mtiskets, and then the gentiemen rose and 
wont out, which was done b^ore the other were ha^wayat WMtdUdli and 
some so put out of the house went after to IVhitehaU, to see what they were 
doing, and found them in the house chamber, jHreparing a writing of sur- 
render of their power back into his hands, ftom whom they had recdved 
it If they had been his council, and not legislators or a parliament, much 
might have been in it ; it was three or four lines written in f&ur or six sem 
veral papers, that so the gentlemen might more easily read and see what it 
was: which, whoi the clerk engrossed on parchment, then thev signed 
it by subscribing their names, as many as would ; first the speaker, and 
then others, according to their Quality. It may be wondered at, that so great 
a power should be passed by so low and little an -instrument. Some gentie- 
men went three or four days after, and set their hands to it lliey that 
subscribed it did it on several grounds and reasons ; some did it knowingly^ 
to dissolve the house, before dissolved by the soldiers, and their disorderly 
going away, which they had plotted land resolved before ; some because 
. some eminent persons of their party did it before them, expecting by that 
means to have been rid of some of the other party at the least, and they to 
havejcontinued in power without them, wherein they were deceived, and 
not a littie vexed ; some therein looked no ftirther than at their own quiets 
and to be rid qfa troublesome employments some, that thev fkight not be 
thought lovers qf power and tl^mfy ; and some, out of weakness and fear 
of the loss of some worldly ei\)oyment, whi^ they have tmffkiently repented 
and been sorry for unee*** 
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On Friday, the l6th of December, 1653, x- an omi- 
nous day, — the lord-general set out in his carriage, at 
about one in the afternoon, from his own residence to 
Westminster hall, through two lines of soldiery, com- 
posed of five regiments of foot, and three of horse. 
When he arrived at the door of the hall, a procession 
formed, of persons who there awaited him, and wonder- 
fully complete were the various arrangements for an 
event, of the possibility of which the chief actor, only 
three days before, had solemnly asseverated his utter 
and hopeless ignorance i The aldermen entered first ; 
then the judges ; the commissioners of the great seal 
(Keble and Lisle) ; and the lord mayor. Behind these 
were the two councils, of state and the army. They 
ascended to the court of chancery, where a chair of state 
with a cushion had been placed on a rich carpet, and 
here arranged themselves — Keble on the right hand of 
the chair, and Lisle on the left; the judges on both 
sides ; the lord mayor and aldermen on the right, and 
the members of the two councils on the left It was a 
brilliant scene. The robes of the civilians blended with 
the full dress equipments of the soldiers in a most im- 
posing picture, and excitement stirred on every face. 

Cromwell entered, and every person in the hall un- 
covered. He advanced, and took his place next the 
lord-commissioner Lisle. He was plainly dressed — a 
secret artifice of pride. He wore neither robes nor uni. 
form, but a simple suit and cloak of black velvet, with 
loDg boots, and a broad gold band round his hat. As 
soon as he had taken his position, Lambert advanced 
from the circle and addressed him. He declared the disso- 
lution of the late parliament ; observed that the exigency 
of the time required a strong and stable government ; 
and prayed his excellency, in the name of the army and 
the three nations, to accept the office of protector of the 
commonwealth, or chief magistrate, under a new consti- 
tution, which had been prepared by the council of the 
army and sanctioned by the principal officers of state. * 
* Inhere can be scarcely a doubt that thia afiertion waa only part of tbe 
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Lambert^ as he concluded^ turned to one of the clerks^ 
of the council^ Jessop^ and ordered him to read aloud 



entire delusion, and tbat theform at well as details of the new constitution 
had been, in fact, the entire suggestion and arrangement of Cromwell 
hamselt Ludiow says, in the sole account preserved of its origin or author- 
ship, that it had been in deliberation for upwards of two months before tills 
memorable day, and many other circumstances strongly corroborate this 
most probable assertion. Not the least striking of these, imay add/is the fact 
(whicn I have established in the life of Vane) that the best provisions ia 
this ** instrument," relating to the establishment of new constituencies, are 
bodily taken out of the famous reform act of Vane, which Cromwell brought 
away with him under his cloak, uncopied and unengrossed on the fatal 
SOth of ApriL Another remarkable fact which tends to prove it is, that 
when the idea of a new instrument of government was first submitted to 
Cromwell in private, the title appropriated to the chief magistrate in the 
first article would seem to have been that of king/ To this Cromwell at 
once (Aijected. No doubt he wished to receive the offer flrom a less ques- 
tionable authority, and had secretly resolved, also, that the minds of the 
people and of his own partisans should be better prepared, before he ven. 
tured on a step so hazardous. The Dutch ataibassador (see Thurloe, vol L 
p. 614.) seems to have received a conftised statement of this circumstance; 
for he says, that it was Cromwell's first project to be declared king, and' 
tbat he onlv desisted because of the reluctance of his officers. The contnury 
would decidedly appear (if we may trust an authority by no means indis. 
putable}, from a speech of Cromwell to the body of 100 officers, who waited 
on him in February 1657, to;remon8trate against the title of king. He plainljr 
tells them, that they had on the former occasion oflfbred him the title, ana 
that he had refused it (MSS. Additions to Ayscough, appended by Mr. Rutt 
to Burton's Diary. And Bates, in h!s Elenchus Motuum, part XL p. 166., ob. 
serves on the occasion, — "Yet Cromwell, would not accept of the goveramcnt 
by the title of king, though he was persuaded to it by many.") The obscure 
statement of tlje official account, is merely that, *' the parliament having 
surrendered its powers into the hands of the lord-general, \ftom whom it. 
had received them, he called a council qfthe principal qjfficers qf the artny, 
and advised With other persons of interest in the nation, who, e^ter three 
days seeking God^ and consulting on the suJjjecty concluded upon the form of 
the government of the commonwealth. (Declaration of the Lord Protector.** 
Perfect Diurnal, Dec. 19. Weekly Intelligencer, Dec. 20.) This council 
i» said to have been opened bv the lord-general with a most excellent, wise, 
gracious, and pious speech. (Several Proceedings, Dec. 15.) Ludlow's ac- • 
count, corroborating many of these points, is as follows :— ** After," be says, 
'* a few days, a council of field officers was summoned, where major-general 
Lambert having rehearsed the several steps and degrees by which things had 
been brought to the present state wherein they were, and pressed the ne> 
cessity incumbent upon the array, to provide something in Uie room of what 
was lately taken away, presented to them a paper intituled, ' An Instrument ' 
of Government,' which he read In his place. Some of the officers being con- 
vinced that the contents of this instrument tended to the sacrificing all our 
labours to the lust and ambition of a single person, began to declare theiir. 
unwillingness to concur in it. But they were interrupted by the major- 
general, and informed that it was not now to be disputed, whether this 
should be the form of government or not, for that was already resolved, tf* 
having been under consideration fgr two months past; neither was it 
brought before them with any other intention than to give them permis- 
sion to offer any amendments they should think fit, with a promise they 
should be taken into consideration. The council of officers perceiving to 
what terms they were restrained, proposed that it might be declared in. 
this instrument that the general of the army should, ajter this first time^, 
be held incapable cf being protector (for that was the title given by this 
instrument to the chief magistrate, fhot^h some were said to have moved 
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the act or instrument in which this new constitution 
was embodied. The reading of this act^ entitled '^ the 
government of the commonwealth of England^ Scotland^ 
and Ireland^ and the dominions thereunto belonging,** 
occupied upwards of half an hour. It was a document 
of unquestionable ability^ as even the brief abstract 
which may be admitted here will show. 

Its first and most essential article was^ that the 
supreme legislative authority should be in one person^ 
and the people in parliament assembled; and that 
the style of that person should be lord protector. It 
proceeded, that the protector should be assisted with 
a council^ of not fewer than thirteen, nor more than 
twenty -one persons'" ; that all writs, processes, com- 
missions, and grants, should run in his name ; and that 
from him should be derived all magistracy and honours ; 
that he should order the militia and forces both by sea 
and land, and with his council should have the power 
of war and peace ; that no law should be altered, sus- 
pended, abrogated, or repealed, but by the authority of 
parliament ; and that a parliament should be summoned 
in every third year. It directed that the summons to 
parliament shoidd be by writ under the great seal, and 
that, if the protector should neglect to order these 
writs, the keeper or keepers of the seal should issue 

■ ■ ' " ■ ■ ■ ■■^ ■ I ■ , I I .1 , ■ ■■■■■■ I I ^1 ■ 

that U might be king), that none of the relations of the la«t protector should 
he choseo at the next succeeding election } and that a general council of 
all the commission oflScers who were about the town, should be summoned 
to consider thereof To these propositions they could obtain no other 
answer, than that they should be offered to the general, which was the 
title they yet gave to CromwelL At the next meeting of the oflScers it 
was not thought fit to consult with them at all ; but they were openly told 
hy major-general Lambert, that the general would take care of managing 
the civil government ; and then having required them to repair to their 
respective chaiges, where their troops and companies lay, thtU they might 
preserve the public peaeet he dismissed them.** 

* By observing ue first council appointed by the new protector under 
this institute, we mav fairly make out Cromwell's chief creatures and most 
favourite advisers through all the recent extraordinary scenes. Of the 
twelve ordinal counsellors named by him in the preceding April six were 
preserved, Lambert, Desborough, Strickland, Sydenham, Philip Jones, and 
air Gilbert Pickering; and *ix omitted, Harrison, Tomlinson, Stapeley, 
Carew, Moyer, and Bennet. To the six preserved were added seven from 
amon^ those who had been named by the parliament on their meeting, 
lord Dsle, Hr Anthotw Ashley Cooper, sir Charles Wolseley, Fleetwood, 
Kontagu, Richard M^Jor, and Henry Lawrence. To these counsellors 
were now first added by Cromwell, mi^or-general Skippon, and Francis 
Sous, the late speaker. 
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lem on their own authority, under pain of high trea- 
in. Aim, in case of umilar negkct in these officers^ 
te BheriSs of the counties' were to proceed in the elec- 
an in the unte manner as if the write had been issued, 
ader the like penalty. Each parliuneHt was to at 
?e months ; and, if an intermediate parliament was 
Led by the lord protector, it was not to be pro- 
ved or dissolved within three months, unless by 
I own consent. In case of war with any foreign 
ite, a parliament was to be summoned immediatdy. 
he institate determined, that every person pOEsets- 
g an estate, real or personal, to the value of 
'o hundred pounds, should have a vote at the elec~ 
in of members of parliament, excepting such as had 
en concerned in the war against the parliament 

in the rebellion in Ireland. It ordered, that all 
Us passed by the parliament should be presented to 
e lord protector for his assent, and, if he did not 
sent within twenty days, the parliament might declare 
% neglect, and the bills should then become law not- 
thstanding. The army was limited not to exceed 
a thousand horie, and twenty thousand foot. It was 
10 directed, in an article which disclosed the secret and 
ked despotism which lurked beneath it all, that, till 
e meeting of the first triennial parliament in Sep- 
nber, l6Si, the protector and council might have 
wer to raite money far the public defence, and to make 
ch laag and ordinances us the welfare of the nation 
mid require. No member could be removed from 
t coundl but for corruption, or such other mis- 
rtiage as should be judged by a committee from the 
rliament and the council, together vrith the keeper 
keepers of the seal ; the removal during the intervals 

parliament to be made by the council itself with 
I consent of the protector. The institute furdier 
lered, that the keeper or keepers of the seal, the 
aaurer, the admiral, the chief justices of the two 
nches, and the chief governors of Scotland and 
iland, should be nominated by parliament, «nd 

the intervals of pftrliament by the protector and 
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coundl ; tbat^ as i^pon as might be^ a provision should 
be made for the maintenance of the clergy^ less subject 
to scruple and contention^ and more certain^ than the 
way of tithes ; and that no person should be compelled 
to conform to the established church ; nor should any be 
restrained, but all protected, in the profession and exer- 
cise of his religion^ with an exception of the adherents 
of popery and prelacy. It was one article in the 
institute of government^ that Oliver Cromwell should 
be declared lord protector for life^ and that, in case of 
his demise, the council of state should assemble to the 
number of not fewer than thirteen, and immediately 
elect his successorr This clause was generally sup- 
posed to have been inserted to conciliate Lambert^ and 
to feed him with the hope of being second lord pro- 
tector. It was altered in the subsequent petition and 
advice^ and the power surrendered to Cromwell. The 
plan for the future representation of the people was, 
as I have already endeavoured to show, in all its essen- 
tials, copied from the celebrated act which was on the 
point of passing into a law on that fatal twentieth of the 
preceding April. The representatives for England were 
to be four hundred. All petty boroughs where there Was 
scarcely a single house, were suppressed, and the repre- 
sentation as nearly as might be proportioned to the amount 
of taxation. Of these, 251 were to be county members; 
beside six for London, two for the Isle of Ely, two for 
the Isle of Wight, and two each for Exeter, Plymouth, 
York, Colchester, Gloucester, Canterbury, Leicester, 
Lincoln, Westminster, Norvrich, Lynn, Yarmouth, Not- 
tingham, Shrewsbury, Taunton, Bristol, Ipswich, Bury, 
Southwark, Coventry, Worcester, and Salisbury, one each 
for the two universities, and one each for all the towns and 
boroughs that were thought proper to be represented, 
among which Manchester is named. In addition to 
these, there were to be SO representatives for Scotland, and 
30 for Ireland; the distribution of the counties, cities and 
places represented, and the number of their representatives 
respectively, being to be determined by the lord protector 
and his council previously to issuing the writs. 

q2 



the re&ding had clewed, Lisle turned to Cromt 
jminiater to him hii oath as lord protector of 
lonwedth, but even at this iDstant the habit of 
tion prevailed over every other, and scruples 
, and a wonderful humility, and a most touching 
e, which only gave way at last to an oMent more 
still, In its seeming sacrifice of every selfish wish 
crests of his couvtry 1 Then, raising hia right 
. his eyes to heaven vrith great solemnity, Crom- 
re to observe, and cause to be observed, all die 
f the instrument ; and Lambert, falling on hia 
(ered to the lord protector a civic sword in the 
, which he accepted, laying aside hia own, to 
[lat he meant to govern by constitutional, and 
oilitary authority ! He then sealed himself in 
r of state provided for him ; put on his hat 
e rest still stood uncorered ; received the great 
] the Gommiseionere, the sword of state from 
mayor, formally delivering them hack again ; 
ing exercised these acts of sovereign authority, 
in procession to his carriage, and drove back to 
e at Whitehall, with the state and mqesty of a 

e evening of the same day proclamation was 
every quarter of London — accompanied by all 
nonies that had hitherto been used on the-ac- 
^ a nen monarch — of the establiehmentof anew 
en t by means of a chief magistrate and trienidal 
ntG ; and the people were called upon to ofier 
^giance and obedience in all things to 
OLIVER CROMWELL. 
LoKD Pimcroa or ire Couhohwbuib, ; 



well'i first act was to revive the forms of mo- 
He issued new patents to the judges, as on 
sion of a succession to the crown.* He thea 

e yur comnnenced on the fiSdof Jixiuarrj and, Bccbrdingly, 
lefon, ft l^cth [uleat wu liiued to Rolle. Ctdet Juillce oitbc 
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completed the arrangemeDts of his council^ as named in 
the instrument of government^ in the mode best fitted 



Ufiper, and Atkins, one of the puisne Judges of the common bench ; on the 
first day of term, a similar patent was granted to St John, chief justice of 
the common bench ; and before the end of the month patents were made 
ont to AMke, a puisne judge of the upper bench, and Thorpe, a baron of the 
exchequer. At the same time Matthew Hale (I borrow many of these 
details from Mr. Godwin's Researches) was made a Judge of the common 
bench,^and Robert Nicholas, who had previously been a judse in the upper 
bench, was added to Thorpe in the excheouer. Wild, who had been made 
chief baron in the year before the king's death, was desirous of being con. 
tinned in his office, but could not obtain that fkvour from the protector. 
Shortly after these appointments, a list was formed of twelve persons to 
bold the assises at the principal towns of England for the spring circuit. 
Secret instructions were at the same time given to such as the new pro- 
tector could rely on, that they were ** to take especial care to extend all 
fisvour and kindness to the cavalier party." (Ludlow, vol. ii. p. 489-) 
Rolle and Glyn were named for the western circuit, St. John and 'Atkins 
for the Oxford, Aske and Richard Newdigate for the home, Thorpe and 
Richard Pepys for the midland, Nicholas and William Conyers for the Nor- 
folk, and Halo and Hugh Windham for the northern. Five of these per- 
sons, Olyn, Newdigate,' Pepys, Conyers, and ^^ndham had not received 
S stents as judses, and must therefore have officiated merely pro kae vice, 
ale, Pepys, Mewdigate and Windham were called to the degree of ser. 
Joint at this time, together with Steele, the recorder, Maynard, Thomas 
Fletcher, and Thomas Twisden. Glvn and Cooyers had been made seijeanta 
in August 1648. The names of Glyn and Maynard are emphatic prooA 
that these wily men anticipated a brilliant prospect for their detestable 
principles under this reign of Cromwell Attorney-general Prideaux had 
a firesh patent fh>m the protector (docket book of the crown office), Janu- 
ary 23. 1654, and WiUiam Ellis was made solicitor.general (ibid.). May 2*. 
The appointment of St John is curious when we recall his own defence dT 
himsar under Charles the Second, and instead of corroborating that defence, 
would go to prove an extreme interest and confidence reposed in him by 
Cromwell. *' It is said, that I was the dark lantern and privy counsellor 
in setting up and managing aflfkirs in the late Oliver Protector's time. 
This wholly denied, and the contrarv true, and many witnesses of my 
manifesting mv dislike. In October I fell sick so dangerously, that firom 
that time till the end of May, my friends expected death j I think in De- 
cember or January he was set up, when Ivaas at the wont.** But I have 
already given abundant prooA of St. John's servile assistance to hb great 
relation in all his worst designs. I cannot sufffer the more honourable name 
of Matthbw Halb to pass even in a note without giving (firom Burnet's 
History of his own Time), two memorable instances of the way in which be 
discharged the (Unctions of that office, to which it Is one or the greatest 
merits of Cromwell to have appointed him. ** Not long," says the bishop, 
** after he was made a Judge, when he went the circuit, a trial was brought 
before him at Lincoln, concerning the murder of one of the townsmen, 
who had been of the king's party, and was killed by a soldier of the garrison 
there. He was in the fields with a fowling-piece on his shoulder, which 
the soldier seeing, he came to him, and said, it was contrary to an order 
which the protector had made, that none who had been of the king's party 
should carry arms, and so he would have forced it flrom him ; but as the 
other did not r^ard the order, so being stronger than the soldier, he threw 
him down, and having beat him, be left him. The soldier went into the 
town, and told one of his fellow soldiers how he had been used, and got him 
to go with him, and lie in wait for the man that he might be revenged on 
him. They both watched his coming to town, and one of them went to 
him to demand his gun, which he reftising, the soldier struck at him, and 
as they were stru^ing, the other came behind, and ran his sword into hit 
iMxIy, of which be presently died. It was in the tine of the assises, so they 
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to promote his aims.* Colonel Henry Lawrence was 
nominated president for a montb^ re-appointed at itsr 
expiration till further orders; and^ in fact^ retained 
the office during the whole of the protectorate. Thur^ 
loe, a man of thorough fitness for the work, was named 
secretary to the council, or, as he is frequentlj; styled, 
secretary of state; and Walter Frost, the secretary 
under Uie commonwealth, was appointed to an office 
which was called treasurer for the council's contingen-* 
cies. Philip Meadows was chosen secretary for the 
Latin tongue, the office held under the statesmen by- 
Milton ; and Milton's name was entered in the order 
book along with these, but unaccompanied with any 
specification of salary, or of the business in which he 
was to be employed-t 

were both tried. Against the one there was no evidence of foretboaght 
felony, so he was only found guilty of manslaughter, and burnt on the hand ; 
but the other was found guilty of murder : and though Colonel WhaUey^ 
that commanded the garrison, came into the court, and urged that tneman 
was killed/or disobeying the mrotector*s orders^ and that the soldier was but 
doing his duty j yet the juoge regarded both his reasons and threateningA 
Very little, and therefore he not only gave sentence against him, but oT" 
dered the ezeaition to be so suddenly done, that it might not be possible to 
vrocure a^eprieve, which he believed would have been obtained, if there 
had been time enough granted for it. Another occasion was given him of 
showing both his justice and courage, when he was in another circuit He 
understood that the protector had ordered a jury to be returned for a trial 
in which he was more than ordinarily concerned. Upon this information 
he examined the sheriff about it, who knew nothing of it, for he said he 
referred all such things to the under sheriff, and having next asked the 
under sheriff concerning it, he found the jury had been returned by order 
from Cromwell ; upon which he showed the statute, that all juries ought to 
be returned by the sheriff or his lawful officer; and this not being done 
according to law, he dismissed the jury, and would not try the cause: upon 
which the protector was highly displeased with him, and at his return from 
the circuit f. told him in anger he was not fit to be a Judge ; to which all the 
answer he made waSt ^hat it was very true" 

* The following is the list, as published officially, of the names of the 
councillors : — Philip viscount Lisle ; Charles Fleetwood ; John Lambert ; 
Edward Montagu ; John Desborough ; Walter Strickland ; Henry Law. 
rence; sir Gilbert Pickering, bart. ; sir Charles Wolseley, bart ; sir An- 
thony Ashley Cooper, bart ; William Sydenham j Philip Jones ; Richard 
Major ; Francis Rous : Philip Skippon. To these were added, February 
7. 1654, Humphrey Mackworth ; April 27. Nathaniel Fiennes ; and, June 
50. Edmund Sheffield earl of Mulgrave. The salary of each counsellor 
was 1000/. per annum. (See Thurloe, vol. iii. p. 581.) One of the first 
Orders issued was that the council should sit on Monday, Tuesday, Wed., 
nesday and Thursday, in the morning, and on Friday, both morning and 
afternoon, and not at other times, without special direction tram the lord 
protector. The sittings were to commence at nine, and not to continue 
after one ; and each member, who did not appear at nine, and was absent 
without reasonable excuse, was to forfeU two shillings and sixpence. 

t Mr. Godwin has directed ipeciRl attention to the oonttitution <rf this 
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While the council arrangements proceeded^ the most 
extravagant rumours hecame rife in London. The 
new protector had already been secretly crowned ; Lam- 
bert was commander-in-chief and a duke» Oliver St. 
John lord treasurer, sir Anthony Ashley Cooper lord 
chancellor, and lord Say chamberlain of the household.* 
The peerage of England was to be restored^ the various 
lords were to repair immediately to London, and submit 
to the new government ; plays and players were to '^ go 
up " again, and all was to jog merrily on once more in 
the old road.t This was a little too fast for Cromwell. 
He went to work in a more gradual way. His next 
actions were directed, indeed, to that most miserable 
result, but though they argued more than the power of 
monarchy^ they were as yet content to fall somewhat 
short of its forms. He proceeded to exhibit in practice 
that monstrous clause in the act of his authority which 
gave, before the assembling of parliament, absolute legis- 



council. The membeis, he would have us recollect, were named in the 
act of goverament, which was always represented by Cromwell himself as 
of such paramount authority, that even the parliament itself was not enti. 
tied to call it in question. No one of them could be displaced but for cor- 
ruption or other miscarriage in his trust ; and in that case the parliament 
was to appoint seven of its members, and the council six, who, together 
with the lord chancellor, lord keeper, or commissioners of the great seal for 
the time being, should have power to hear and determine such corruption 
or miscarriage, and to award and inflict such punishment as the nature of 
the offence might deserve, which punishment should not be i>ardoned or 
remitted by the lord protector: themiyor part of the council, with the con- 
sent of the pootector, being authorised in the intervals of parliament, to 
suspend any of their number, till the accusation against him could be 
heard and examined in the manner prescribed. The counsellors appointed 
by the act were fifteen } and the protector, with the advice of his council, 
might increase their number to twenty-one. But, in case of death or other 
Removal, the parliament was to nommate six candidates for the vacant 
place, out of which the council might name two, between whom the pro. 
lector was to elect the successor. All this may be quite true, and such a boon 
was naturally enough given at first setting out to the restive and selfish 
oflBcers, who were to believe that the new form of government was as much 
an aristocracy or oligarchy as a monarchy. But Cromwell was not long in 
teaching them their mistake. He only waited to be more firmly planted in 
his chair, and then did not scruple to proceed in the most important mat- 
ers, without an order of council, and, as it should seem, without even con- 
sulting his assessors of state. 

*.Thurloe*s papers give a variety of rumours of this kind. 
. t ** His highnes is not yet come to Whitehall ; S00,00Q2. is settled 
upon him yerely ; he is choosing officers of state. It is thought that the 
lords will be sent for to attend him at court, to acknowledge and submitt to 
the government : and wee heare that playet are goeinge up againe, and 
tkai iMngs had beene coming to the old rode** '— Thurloe, vol. li. p. 8. 

Q 4 
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lative as well as executiye power to him and fan 
council.* 

One of his first ordinances was, in a manner^ to 
abolish the commonwealth he had been called in to 
protect It publicly repealed the memorable engage- 
ment imposed on the £nglish people by the statesmen, 
to be true and faithful to the commonwealth of En^- 
land^ as then established^ without king or house of 
lords.t A second ordinance significantly declared tiie 
new ofiences that were to be taken and adjudged for 
treason. These were, — to compass or imagine the death 
of the lord protector ; to raise forces against the present 
government ; to deny that the protector and the peo]^ 
assembled in parliament are the supreme authority of 
the nation, or that the exercise of the chief magistraqr 
is centred in him ; to ajfirm that the government i» 
tyrannical, usurped or iBegal, or that there i» an^ 
parliament now in being; and, finally, the efibrt to 
proclaim, or in any wise to promote, any of the pos- 
terity of the late Idng to be king or chief magistrate of 
England, Scotland, or Ireland, or any of the dominions 
thereto belonging. 

Other ordinances, either of this or a somewhat later 
date, may also claim mention here. Various duties 
and imposts, as those of excise, were continued for a 
certain term, and one of two acts which had been 
brought to their last stage of completion, by the states- 
men of the long parliament, now received tiie efficacy 
of law. Among these, were the ordinance of union 

* It proYokes only laughter and contempt when we observe, ttam the 
order book of the protector and his council, that when they passed Mils 
the forms were exactly copied that were used in the two houses of parlia- 
ment ! every bill is read twice : then referred to a committee, which com- 
mittee ordinarily consists of three persons, of whom two are a quorum ^ 
afterwards read a third time ; and lastly presented to the protector as the 
advice of the council, and by him passed fbr a law, and ordered to be 
printed and published. Yet the council, when fVilI, only amounted to 
fourteen, as Fleetwood continued in Ireland. What a mean and base 
inculcation of hypocrisy is here ! 

f I may mention that Ashley Cooper had made an unsuccessftil eflbrt 
to efftct this in the Barbone parliament On the 20th of October, 16S3 
a bill was brought into that parliament ftom a committee, and presented 
by sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, for annulling the engagement, bat was 
rejected. An act ibr taking away one of the penalties OQ nonisubecritaeta 
was, with some difficulty, substituted in iu room. . 
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. between England and Scotland, and that of grace and 
oblivion to the people of Scodand * which formed its 
^proper companion. The same course was adopted also 
with regard to a few acts of the little parliament^ as. 
in that which brought the public revenue into the 
^treasury ; and that which was designed to compromise 
the question of chancery reform by simplifying the 
process of the court> and reducing its expences.f Two 
• ordinances passed at the same time for the distribution 
.of persons to be chosen to serve in parliament for Scot- 
land and Ireland; one for commissioners to approve 
of public preachers ; and one for the ejection of scan. 
dalouSf ignorant^ and insufficient ministers. 

The latter ordinances had been in some sort d*- 
moured for by sections of the people^ and were wily 
instances of Cromwell's power of coercing^ while he 
seemed to be most freely giving way. A slight de- 
scription of them will show of what good they were 
capable, and of how much monstrous evil. The com- 
missioners under that for the approval of preachers 
were thirty-eighty — nine of whom were laymen^ and 
ihe rest divines. At their head was Cromwell's conve- 
nient old friend and counsellor^ Francis Rous^ the provost 
of Eton. With him, among others^ were associated 
Owen, Goodwin, Caryl, and Lockyer, Cromwell's favour- 
ite preachers ; Hugh Peters, Pl^p Nye, Peter Sterry, 
Marshal, Manton, and major-general Goffe. They 
were empowered to examine the qualifications of such 
as should be named to benfices, as well as of such as 
had been presented since a certain recent date. The 
ordinance for ejecting scandalous and ignorant ministers, 
was, however, infinitely more extensive, and projected 
a thorough piu-gation of the church establishment of 
insufficient and unworthy clergy, at whatever period 
they might have been inducted into their livings. It 
appointed commissioners, from fifteen to thirty in each 

* From this grace were excepted nine earls, two Tiscounts, and fife 
barons. 
\ f See anii, p. IM. and p. 20& 
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county '*'^ to carry the ordinance into execution : to hear 
complaints against all clergy : and to deprive such as 
should be proved guilty of maintaining the principles 
condemned in the act against atheistical^ blasphemous 
and execrable opinions ; or of profane cursing and 
swearing, and peijury ; or of aidultery^ fornication^ 
drunkenness^ common haunting of taverns and ale- 
houses^ and frequent playing at cards or dice : also to 
incapacitate such as should publicly and profanely scoff 
at the profession or professors of rdigion and godliness ; 
or should encourage and countenance Whitsun-ales^ 
wakes^ morris-dances^ may-poles^ and stage-plays ; such 
as should hold or maintain popish doctrines, or fre- 
quently and pubHcly read the book of Common Prayer, 
or should have declared by writing, preachings or other- 
wise^ their disaffection to the present government ; and 
such as should be non-resident^ or should be accounted 
negligent, and omit the duties of praying and preaching. 
These ordinances worked as Cromwell wished. Some 
good was done by them, and much evil. Among the 
most celebrated men who suffered under them, and were 
with difficulty restored^ may be named the most learned 
man of the day, Pocock, the Oxford professor of He- 
brew and Arabic ; and Fuller, the famous church his. 
torian. f 

* From those commissioners, at the same time, though the majority 
were tools of Cromwell, it was found impossible to exclude various men, 
the most distinguished in their counties, who had opposed the usurpation 
of Cromwell. I find among other names, those of lord Fairfax, lord 
Wharton, lord Say, Samuel Browne, Thomas Scot, sir Arthur Haselrig, 
sir Robert Harley, and Robert Blake, together with those of most of the 
members of the council. Henry Lawrence, viscount Lisle, sir Gilbert 
Pickering, sir Charles Wolseley, sir Anthony Ashley Cooper, Lambert, 
Skippon, Sydenham and Major. The names of Richard lord Cromwell and 
Henry lord Cromwell, sons of the protector, were also in the commission. 
The ordinance named eight or ten clergy besides for everv county, who 
were to be joined to the lay.commissioners in all questions of ignorance and 
insufficiency The principal of these was Owea The celebrated Richard 
Baxter, the presbyterian, was likewise included. 

t I quote ftom a letter of Oliver to secretary Thurloe fvol. viii. p. 28L). 
" There are," he writes, " in Berkshire some few men of mean quality and 
condition, rash^ beady, enemies of tithes, who are commissioners for the 
Meeting of ministers. These alone sit and act, and are at this time casting 
out on slight and trivial- pretences very worthy men ; one in especial they 
intend the next week to eject, whose name is Pocock, a man of as unblame- 
able conversation as any that I know living, of repute for learning through- 
out the whole world, being the professor of Hebrew and Arabic in our 
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By such meansj before the possibility of interference 
on the part of any parliament^ Cromwell proceeded ta 
settle himself firmly in his new seat of power. He had 
not been careless, meanwhile, of his old enthusiasts for 
a visionary republic, his foremost friends and dupes of 
the saints' reign. Within a few days after his inaugura- 
tion, he sent to ask Harrison if he woidd own, and act 
under, the new power; and, on that honest fanatic's 
refusal, his major-general's commission was at once 
stripped from him. Messrs. Christopher Feakes and 
Vavasor Powell * shared a similar fate. At the first 
Blackfriars meeting after the l6th of December, these 
headlong zealots had devoted special denunciations 
against Cromwell, calling him, by name, a perjured vil- 
lain, and desiring that, if any of his friends were pre* 
sent, they would go to him, and tell him in their name^ 
that his reign would be short, and his end more tragical 
than that of the great tyrant, the last lord protector of 
England, f The message was delivered and as promptly 
answered. Feakes and Powell were flung into the Tower 
first, and afterwards sent prisoners to Windsor castle. 
One o£ their colleagues, named Sympson, imprisoned 
at the same time, was only, released on making sub^ 
mission. Harrison was also sent, by peremptory man. 



university ; ao that they do exceedingly exa«perate all men and provoke 
them to the height" Kor was Owen content with making this complaint. 
He went before the commissioners themselves, took three eminent divines 
with him, (Wilkins, WalUs, and Ward, afterwards bishop of Salisbury) 
and expostulated with so much warmth, indignation, and success, that 
Pooock was restored. The case of Fuller was of the same character, and 
is told thus by his biographer. He received sudden notice that he should 
be cited before the commissioners, and, in this emergency, applied to his 
friend, John Howe, chaplain to Cromwell, and one of the most eloquent 
writers of his time, to know how he should conduct himself. *' You must 
have observed," said Fuller, " that I am a pretty corpulent man, and I am 
tojgo through a passage that is very strait ; I beg that you will be so kind 
as to give me a shove, and help me through.*' Howe accordingly sug- 
gested to him the most suitable advice ; and when the commissioners 
came to propose the question, which formed the pith of their examinations, 
" Whether lie had at any time experienced a work of grace on his soul," 
Fuller replied. " that he could appeal to the great searcher of hearts, that 
he had on all occasions made conscience of his very thoughts j '* with 
which answer the commissioners exprased themselves satisfied, 

• See anti, p. S1& t Ricbanl HI. 
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date from the council board into a watched ledrement 
in his n«tiTe county of Sufforf. 

The tame vigorouB measures were pumied in every 
([uarler where there waa reaaon tofearrenatance. Crom~ 
wdl everywhere tranaferred the chief army commands to 
men in whom he could best confide, and quartered troop* 
moat effectively againBt the various chances of insurrec- 
tion. As su additional eecuiity, he aent hia son Heury 
into Ireland, and Monk into Scotland, to deal upon the 
spot with any sudden defections. 

Henry Cromwell had inherited the largest share of 
bia father's genius dispensed to his children. He bad 
risen rapidly to the rank of a colonel, by purely honour- 
«ble service in the Irish campaign ; acquitted himself 
with great ability in the " little " parliament ; and was 
gjenerally supposed to have no mean ahare in his father's 
confidence and counsel. A special part of his instruc- 
tions on the present mission appears to have been, to 
observe in the various counties through which he tra- 
velled from London to Holyhead, as well as in Ireland, 
how the people, and the army in particular, stood af- 
fected to the present government.* When he arrived 
in Dublin he found Fleetwood in some anxiety and 
alarm ; and but for his sudden appearauce, the eotha- 
aiaam with which he was received, and the courteous 
address, singnlar ekilfulness, and admirable good sense, 
with which be treated all parties he found, — it is 
more than doubtful whether the protectorate could have 
been quietiy established there. When, about a month 
before, it had been put to the vote, at a meeting of the 
commisaioners of government with three or four prin- 
dpal officers of the aimy, whether they should proceed 
without delay to proclaim the lord protector, it was 
only carried in the affirmative by a single voice, f From 
that time, Ludlow informs us in his memoirs, he en- 
tirely withdrew himself from the civil government, and 
continued to act in his military capacity alone.;^ Every 

• ScvenI Procecdlnn, p. 119. 1% 
t Ludlow't Memotn. toL U. p. «8«. 
; 1 Y« Hnrr CronmeU produced una i coniidenble eftM on this 
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thing was quiet^ however^ and promised to continne so, 
when Henry Cromwell, after a sojourn of three weeks^ 
returned to England. 

Sturdy republican. Their interview, as recorded by himself, has various 
very interesting points in it, characteristic of the artifices of the lord prou 
teetor, and also of the honest and sincere distinctions that were wisely 
drawn by such men as Ludlow between the power of the sword before, and 
after, the death of Charles the First ** He sent," says Ludlow, ** bis 
•econd son, col. Henry Cromwell, into Ireland, to feel the pulse of the 
officers there touching his coming over to command in that nation, where 
he arrived, a£teiuf«d on/y byonetertMuUi and landing near my country 
house, I sent him my coach to receive him, and to bring him thither, where 
hestay'd till lieut-genecal Fleetwood, with several officers, came with 
coaches to conduct him to Dublin. Having made what observations be 
could of persons and things in Ireland, he resolved upon his return ; of 
which having given me advice, I desired him to take my house in his way, 
and to that end dined with him on the day of his departure, at the lieute- 
nant-general's in the castle. After dinner, we went together to my house 
at Monctown, where, after a short collation, walking in the garden, I ac- 
quainted him with the grounds of my dissatisfaction with the present state 
'Of affairs in England, which I assured him was no sort personal, but would 
be the same were my own ftither alive and in the place of his. He told me 
that kit father looked tipon me to be distaii*Jled, tqxm a distinct account 
from most men M the three nations ; and thereupon affirmed that he knew 
it to be his resolution to carry himself with all tenderness towards me. I 
told him I ought to have so much charity for his father to believe that be 
apprehended his late undertaking to have been absolutely necessary, being 
well assured that he was not so weak a man to decline his former station, 
wherein his power was as great, and his wealth as much, as any rational 
man could wish, to procure to himself nothing but envy and trouble. >I 
supposed he would have agreed with me in these sentiments ; te# Ae, «». 
stead of that, acknowkdged the ambition cf his father in these words : * You 
that are here map think he had poyaer^ but they made a very kickshaw itf 
him at London.* I replied that if it were so, they did ill; for he had 
deserved much flrom them. Then I proceeded to acquaint him with 
my resolution not to act in my civil employment, apd rov expectation 
not to be permitted to continue in my military command : to which 
he answered, that he was confident I should receive no interruption 
therein. I told him I could not foresee what his father would do ; but 
inclined to think that no other man in his case would pemfit it To this I 
added, that the reason of my drawing a sword in this war, was to remove 
i those obstructions that the civil magistrate met with in the discharge of his 
duty; which being now accomplished, I could not but think that all 
things ought for the future to run in their proper and genuine channel ; 
for as this extraordinary remedy is not to be used till the ordinary fail to 
work its proper efibct, so ought it to be continued no longer than the 
necessity of uSing it subsists; whether as this they called a government had 
no other means to preserve itself but such as were violent, which not 
being natural, could not be lasting. * Would you then,* said he, * have the 
sword l^d down ? I cannot but think you believe it to be as much your 
interest to have it kept up as any man ! ' I confessed I had been of that 
opinionwhilst I voas persuaded there was a necessity for it, which seemed 
to me to be now over. J accounted it to be much more my interest to see it 
well laid down, there being a vast difference between using the sword to 
restore the p^ple to their rights and privileges^and the keeping it up for the 
robbing and despoiling them qf the same. But company coming in, and 
the time for his going on board approaching, we could not be permitted to 
continue our discourse ; so after we had taken leave of each other, he 
departed from Ireland, and upon his arrival at Chester, was attended by 
many qf the late king's party ; and amongst others by col. Molson, who 
inquiring of him how tie left affairs in Ireland, he answered very well, only 



nk'fi milgion to Scotland was not less successful, 
nquished tbe royabst movement under Middleton ; 
ed Robert Lilburae, an honest republican, from 
nnniand ; superseded three anti-protectorate sea- 
ikey, Overton, and Alured ; and adminiGtered cor- 
1 to the regimentB of HarriMn and Pride, at diii 
quartered in Scotland, though their leaders nete 
i south. Overton was MUton's friend, and the 
poet, though personally attached to Cromwell, 
o far from deserting him in his di^ace, that 
ected that very time for tbe offer of his most 
onate tribute. " Te Overtone," wrote the gene* 
Milton, dragging his name into a mention of 
irell's council to which Overton did not belong, 
i iDultia abhinc annis, et studiorum Bimilitudine, 
rum suavitale, concordiS plusquam lratem& con- 
Esime ; te MarBtonenai prslio illo memorabili, polso 
a cornu nostro, rcBpectantes in fuga duces stantem 
uo pedite, et hostium inlpetus propulsantem inter 
t utrinque ceedes videre ; Scotico deinde hello, ut 
ini CromweUi auspiciis, tuo marte occupata Fifs 
., et patefactus ultra Sterlinium aditus est ; te 
occidentalea, te Boreales huraanisBimum hostem, 
;adeB extreme domitorem fatentur." 
imnell had meanivhile a comparatively easy task at 
. for the chief portion of the people in and near 
>n were still content to wait in a kind of patient 
jrence what the future would bring forth,* The 

M wAo tutri is (we hMA tteir power niiiif bi remtmnf."— MonD*-», 

^pecullu ruilngi which tar It the iMllDin of Ihli iDdiakrence, m 
!, hiTa been (hui d«crilHl b; an actor in ths erenU of tha Hue : — 
■hicb diipoKd the mindi of the neoplt to MnUIn ttom ■ pceunt 
itlon iKiunttthligoxininenl.beiaei tiK agont If DittlaU uiub. 
t tempoHrv, md thu Umiltd 
•aUiiecmOidwS-- 
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Presbyterians^ who always numfoered thickly in the city^ 
he had in some sort conciliated by placing certain mem- 
bers of their body on his commission for the approval 
of preachers^ and bishop Burnet tells us all that we 
need furdier know concerning the bargain by which this 
sordid set consented to be duped. " As for the presby- 
terians^" says the bishop, indulging, in his usual coarse 
fashion^ at once the falsehood and the truth, <' they were 
so apprehensive of the fury of the commonwealth party^ 
that they thought it a deliverance to he rescued out of their 
hands ; many of the republicans began to profess deism ; 
and almost sJl of them were for destroying all clergymen^ 
and for breaking every thing that looked like the union of 
a national church. They were for pulUng down the 
churches^ for discharging the tithes, and for leaving reli- 
gion free^ as they called it^ without either encouragement 
or restraint. Cromwell assured the presbyterians he would 
maintain a public ministry with all due encouragement ; 
and he joined them in a commission with some independ- 
ents^ to be the triers of all those who were to be admitted 
to benefices. These disposed also of all the churches that 
were in the gift of the crown^ of the bishops^ and of the 
cathedral churches : so this softened them,** 

More respectable dupes of a different class were re- 
presented by John Goodwin^ who, with an infinite and 
almost boundless trust in the lord generalship, was 
troubled with thick coming fancies about the pro- 
tectorate, and feared it might one day intercept the 
millenium. Bishop ^Burnet has still more aptly de- 
scribed Cromwell's masterly manner of cajoling John 
Goodwin. He it was, the bishop tells us, " who first 
brought in Arminianism among the sectaries, for he was 
for liberty of all sorts. Cromwell hated that doctrine ; 
for his beloved notion was, that once a child of God was 
tzitoays a child of God. Now he had led a very strict 
life for above eight years together before the war ; so he 
comforted himself much with his reflections on that 
time, and on the certainty of perseverance. But none 
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• preachers were to thorough paced for him, as to 
)tid miitterB, u Goodnin was ; for he not only jiu- 
the putting the king to death, but magnified it ■« 
wt glorions action men were capable of. He 
all people wiA such expectadon of a glorioui 
and years speedily t^) b^n, that it looted Uke a 
esB poBseHsing them. It was no easy thing for 
well to satisfy ^ose, when he took the power iata 
«n hands ; lince that looked Uke a etep to ktng^ip, 
Goodwin had long represented a» the great anti- 
Ikat hindered Christ'e being let on hi* throne. To 
he said, and, as some have told me, v>iih manj/ 
that he would rather have taken a Bhepherd'a staff 
the protectorship, since nothing was more coq- 
to h^ genius than a show of greatnees : but he 
; waa necessary at that time to keep the nation from 
; into extreme disorder, and from, becoming open 
common enemy : and, therefore, he only stepped 
ween the living and the dead, as he phrased it, in 
interval, till God should direct them on what 
n they ought to settle : and he assured them, that 
le would surrender the heavy load lying upon hiia 
I joy equal to the sorrow with which he was af- 
while under that show of dignity. To men of 
amp he v>ouid enter into the terms of their old 
'y, shutting the door, and making them eit damn 
i by him, to let them gee hote liltk he valued those 
ce» that for form sake he toas bound to keep up 
'thers. These discourses commonly ended in a 

,h royalists, again, Cromwell held a different way, 
ning which the bishop is able to proffer some in- 
ion also. In proportion as a single life seemed 
to stand between them and power, he knew that 
lation would become more and more their pohcy,* 

''■^""'P'"ti™»plo' "ine before hi. cajuneil '■Ilie cmnpiraS™ 
Dial lobe the feadbilltTOf Miu>iiii>tine°C^onwe]] ^he wwt 
Itjr. lEleno ottheploUcnireTEiireitedU a tmmlntbvOlO 
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He declared^ therefore, in quarters from which he was 
aware it would speedily he repeated in their places of 
chief resort^ — " he declared, " according to the hishop, 
*' often and openly, that in a war it was necessary to rCi* 
torn upon any side all the violent things that any of the 
one side did to the other. This was done for preventing 
greater mischief, apd for bringing men to fair war; 
therefore, he said, assassinations were such detestable 
things, that he would never begin them ; but if any of 
the king's party should endeavour tcr assassinate him^ 
and fail in it, he would make an assasainating war ofity 
and destroy the whole family : and he pretended he had 
instruments to execute it, whensoever he should give 
order for it. The terror of this was a better security 
to him than his guards." 

To such of the royalists, at the same time, as in any 
way proffered him allegiance, he had nothing but courtesy 
and favour ; while, from such as were at all detected in 
plots against his government or person, he would not 
consent to avert* the law's heaviest arm. He had judged 
rightly in ascribing the first place in royalist hopes and 
resolves to schemes of assassination. Within a brief 
space after the declarations recorded by Burnet, a pro- 
ject of this kind, unparalleled for its shameless atrocity, 
had been set on foot in Paris. 

In Paris, Charles Stuart still lived, in the mimic state 
of a king, with his lord-keeper Ormond, his chancellor 
of the exchequer Hyde, his privy councillors and officers 
of household. It will naturally be supposed that Hyde 
had a sinecure in his office. This pitiful court was in 
truth in a viUanous condition of beggary. A clean shirt 
was a rarity, and a good dinner a thing long remem-* 
bered.* Surrounded by such sordid wants, Charles 



Bailer, the most distinguished of whom were a Mr. Thomas Dutton, and a 
son of Bunce, who was one of the four aldermen impeached by the inde- 
pendents in 1647» and was now in exile with Charles Stuart. They were 
sent to the Tower, and kept imprisoned there. 

* There is not a particle or exaggeration in this. *' I do not know,** 
says one of them (Clarendon's State Papers, vol. iii. p. 174.), in a letter 

VOL. Vll. » 
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yet spent his monthly aUow&nce of mx dionsand 
from the French king with a profligate and reck- 
fusion while it lasted, in which ao beggar or pen- 
las before or since excelled him. But suddenly 
of the protectorate — of the renewed goremment 
ngle penon — shed raye of unaccustomed hope 
is ts^ed CDortiera, and he waa induced to turn 
ir a time jrom the embraces of Lucy 'Walters, to 
) the Uvely project of a general muster of mnrder- 
n Ormond and Hyde. 

short apace, a proclamation had obtained ext«n- 
rculation through private channels in Paris and 
1, which began thus: — " By the Icing, Chulea the 
, by the grace of God, king of England, Scotland, 
, and Ireland, defender of tlie fdth, to all OOE 
id loving sulgects, peace and prosperity. Whereas 
in mechanic fellow, by name Oliver Cromwell, 
y most wicked and accursed ways and meana^ 
all laws, both divine and human, most tyranni- 
id traitorously usurped the supreme power over 
1 kingdoms. . . . these are in our name to give free- 
id liberty to any man whomsoever, within any of 
ree kingdoms, by pistol, sword, or poison, or by 
ler ways or ineana whatsoever, to destroy the life 
said Oliver Cromwell, wherein they will do aa 
eptable to God and good men." The proclam- 
Turther promised " in the faith of a Christian 
to the perpetrators and his heirs a reward of five 
A pounds a year for ever, and the honour of 
hood ; and, " if he is a soldier, the ofRce of a 
, with such other honourable employment, as may 
him capable of attaining to further preferment 

:e71b(rfJun« 1G53,— "Ida no! know that any iniui li yit dud Jbr 
Irewf ,- Hhicli reiilLy I'sondn at. I am tan Che kins ova (bt kll 

liitta a pinole Id bit pDeket. Flut or lizgfiu at logetiirr one mtat 
r a piiule a mtk : but illor lu one, liir God fcDowi how mu* 
ilbepsotwcmulhithediuL" In uothK IHta, of the dale of 
April 165*,i>etludtliiipiuuge: — "Iwnotihoetand iblrtB, noil 

)iu Mend! • " Uiiiiy iLmllai pcooQ might tw fueled. 
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corresponding to his merit." * Copies of this infamous 
proclamation^ which has heen attributedt^ on excellent 
authority, to the ready pen of Sir Edward Hyde, were 
speedily, as I have said, and very largely circulated ; but 
solemn secrecy was at the same time preserved, and they 
Were of course communicated to none but lliose from 
whom good faith, perhaps engagement in the purposed 
enterprise, was thought beyond question sure. 

But what is good faith among assassins ! Cromwell 
had already began a system of espionage, which kept in 
nearly every royalist or fanatic circle *' a servant feed." 
The very agents whom Charles Stuart employed, were 
most frequently the men who betrayed his secrets ;{:, — 
the assassins, on whose daggers^ he most relied, were 
generally men who seduced his wretched adherents into 
imaginary plots, that by opportune discovery they might 
curry favour with the lord protector. A man of this 
class was a major Henshaw. On the appearance of the 
proclamation he repaired to Paris, in company with an 
enthusiastic y^ung royalist, named Gerard. § Here a 
conspiracy was organised, and Gerard and Henshaw 
returned to England to complete it. The lord protector 
was to be murdered on the road as he passed from 
Whitehall to Hampton Court — the guards at the 
former place were to be suddenly disarmed — the town 
surprised — and Charles II. proclaimed. In this plot 
a number of men engaged, and it was given in evidence 
on the trial, that Cromwell received notice of the de- 

* Thurloe, vol. il p. 218-9. 

t See Godwin's Commonwealth, 4th volume. 

} The same system followed Charles closely when he left France for 
Cologne. On one occasion the letters were opened at the posuoffice, and a 
despatch was found Arom a retainer in Charles's service, named Manning, 
to Thurloe. Being questioned before Charles, Manning confessed that he 
received an ample maintenance fcata. the protector, but defended himself 
on the ground, that he was careftil to communicate nothing but what was 
false. That his plea was true, appeared from his dispatch, which was filled 
with a detailed account of a fictitious debate in the council ; but even the 
falsehoods which he had sent to Engluid, had occasioned the arrest and 
imprisonment of several royalists, and Manning was shot as a traitor at 
Duynwald, in the territory of the duke of Neuburg. Llngard's England, 
voLii. Clar. iii. 563— 9. Whitelocke, 633. Thurloe, i v. 293. 

& Colonel John Gerard, only twenty-two years of age, first cousin to 
Charles Gerard, created a baron by Charles the First in 1645, and after- 
wards, in 1679, made earl of Macclesfield. 

& 2 
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sign but a few hours before it was to have been executed^ 
and was only able to render it abortive by crossing th^ 
water at Putney^ and thus avoiding the ambuscade. 
But this was merely to conceal the treachery of Heiu 
shaw^ who^ having disclosed every thing in time tb the 
council^ suddenly vanished from the whole afikir, and 
was seen in it no more.* The truth was, that the chief 
conspirators were taken the night before the appointed 
day ; some of them^ as Gerard^ were dragged out of their 
beds to prison ; and a variety of others, on little or no -] 

pretence whatever, were seiaied in the character of ac« 

ces8orie8.t 

A high court of justice was instantly erected by 
ordinance, and the three leading conspirators, Gerard, 
Vowel, and Fox, were at once placed upon their triaL| 
Fox pleaded guilty, in furtherance of a secret arrange*- 
ment, to corroborate in that way the secret evidence of 
Henshaw, and earned and obtained his pardon, Vowd 
and Grerard defended themselves gallantly, but unavail- 
ingly.§ A scaffold was now erected still more rapidly 
than the high court of justice, and Vowel died upon it 
with the glorying sense of martyrdom ; and Gerard, 
after avowals of enthusiastic royalty, mingled with pro. 
testations not less earnest that the murder of the lord 
protector formed no part of what he meant to have 
done, perished there a1so.|| 

* It was pretended on the part of the prosecution that he had escaped, 
Thurloe discloses to us, however, that he was safe in the Tower. 

f Cromwell appears to have merely seized the occasion as a good one Ibr 
taking some eminent persons into custody, among whom were sir Gilbert 
Gerard, brother to the colonel, the earl of Oxford, sir Richard Willis and 
the two Ashbumhams ; done upon the poorest pretence of suspecting 
that they were concerned in the conspiracy. The prisoners altogether 
exceeded forty in number. 

X Commissioner Lisle sat as its president The other judges were Aske 
and Nicholas of the upper bench, Atkins of the exchequer, Steele recorder, 
geven aldermen, and twenty other persons. 

\ Vowel's first demand was a more equitable form of trial— a trial by 
jury of peers according to the sixth article of the government of the com- 
monwealth.. The court answered that they were his peers, and that be 
might see that the individuals on the bent^ exceeded twelve in number ! 
Glyn aflSrmed, moreover, that the ordinance, though made only bv the 
protector and council, was undoubtedly in force, till the parliament should 
repeal it. He added that, in the old law of treason, king signified merely 
supreme governor, that it had been so construed in the case of a queen, 
and that it eoually extended to a lord protector. 

II Nor did Cromwell's retaliation on Charles and bis assassins close hwrnt 
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But a still more memorable act of justtoe wbA per-* 
formed an hour later on the same scaffold^ which struck 
still wider terror into the enemies of authority in Eng- 
land. Among the brilliant legacies of foreign supre- 
macy left to Cromwell by the statesmen^ were the 
adjusted preliminaries of a treaty between- the common- 
Wealth and the Portuguese. These^ however^ during 
tiie recent changes of state authority^ had not yet been 
signed^ though circumstances* had only increased a 
desire to have them ratified on the part of the Lisbon 
court. Meanwhile^ an extraordinary incident had oc« 
curred to the Portuguese embassy. About a fortnight 
before the dispersion of the little parliament, a sudden 
dispute^ as if by some strange fatality, arose in the new 
exchange in the Strand, between Don Pantaleon Sa, 
brother to the Portuguese ambassador^ and this very 
Grerard^ whose execution we have just witnessed. A 
scuffle followed^ but the combatants were separated. 
The next evenings however, Pantaleon repaired to the 
same place with a body of armed companions, and 
assaulted and killed a person named Greenway, quite 
unconcerned in the dispute, whom he mistook for 
Gerard. His purpose, as he believed, being effected, 
he took refuge in the house of the ambassador. But, 
that minister^ after having in vain pleaded his privilege, 
was obliged to surrender the assassin and his accom- 
plices, who were at once committed to Newgate. Their 
trial followed within a few months after Cromwell's 



He ordered a *' True Account of the late Bloody Conspiracy*' to be pub- 
lished as by special authority, in which Charles Stuart is expressly described 
as a man bedabbled in all the blood that had been shed in England, Scot, 
land, and Ireland, and naturally a nuUifidian in all points of civil honesty, 
as well as religion. ** His demeanour therefore,** the writer adds, ** being 
well weighed, we need say little concerning his faith, as supposing not many 
will fall in love with him for that, which he seems not much to love : but, 
if we consider his education, and his alliances with relations and depen. 
dencies upon foreign papists, we may easily conclude what religion he is 
of, if any. So that, wnether we call to mind the fate and wretchedness of 
his family, or his own personal Qualifications, we conceive it hardly ima. 
ginable that any pious, honest and sober-minded man would contribute so 
much as a thought, much less embroil his country in blood, for the restor. 
ing so blood-guilty, perfidious, and infamous a house and person.'* 

* It was supposed that Cromwell already contemplated noctilities against 
Spain ; a prospect bailed with natural delight by the enemies of that power. 

B 3 



246 BRITISH BTAlESMElf. 

elevation^ amidst unpreeedented excitement in behalf 
of the accused on the part of foreign courts and their 
ministers^ and on the part of the London populace 
against them.* Pantaleon was condemned with four 
of his accomplices^ and though three of the latter were 
pardoned f, no influence or argument^ no threat or in-> 
duoement^ could prevail with Cromwell in favour of 
the chief offender. To demonstrate still more openly 
to the world of Europe the fearlessness and power of 
the new authority in England^ he so arranged that the 
morning of the day appointed for the execution of 
Pantaleon should he fixed for the final settlement of the 
Portuguese treaty. Within a few hours after the ambas- 
sador had signed that treaty i, his brother's head fell 
for the crime of murder upon a public scaffold — the 
same scaffold on which had perished^ one hour before, 
that very Gerrard, in connection with whom the crime 
may be said to have begun — amidst the approving 
shouts of an immense crowd, who had gathered to wit- 
ness the scene of terrible retribution. § 

* One of the foreign ministen diBtinctljr declares, that Pantaleon was 
vacrificed to the clamours of the peopla But had he, or had he not, com. 
mitted the murder ? His friends said it was a mistake — an accident—- a 
matter of selMefence ; but the friends of murderers are fond of that 
argument On the trial it was pleaded for Pantaleon, 1st, That he was an 
ambassador, and therefore answerable to no one but his master ; and, Sd, 
that he was a person attached to the embassy, and therefore cohered by the 
privilege of his principal But the instrument which he produced in proof 
of the first allegation was no more than a written promise that he should 
succeed his brother in office ; and in reply to the second, it was maintained 
that the privilege of an ambassador, whatever it might be, was personal, 
and did not extend to the individuals in his suite. At the bar, after seve- 
ral refusals, he was induced by the threat of the peine forte et dure, to plead 
not guilty ; and his demand of counsel, on account of his ignorance of JSng. 
llsh law, was rejected on the ground, that the court was '* of counsel equal 
to the prisoner and the commonwealth/' 

+ The fourth was Pantaleon's immediate retainer, who was proved to 
have been foremost in the deed. He was hanged at Tyburn on the day of 
his master's execution. 

t I can adduce an eminent authority, in praise of this treaty, which wa« 
as I have said^ the work of the statesmen. No less a person than Lord Chan- 
cellor Hyde, m his speech to both houses. May 8. 1661, calls it " in very 
many respects the most advantageous treaty to this nation that ever was 
entered into with any prince or people." And again, in the same speech, he 
says, " every article in it but one [a liberty given to Portugal to make 
levies of ten thousand men for their service] was entirely for the benefit 
of this nation, for the extraordinary advancement of trade, for the good 
of religion, and for the honour of the crown."— Livea qfthe Lord ChtmceU. 
lors, vol ii. p. 172. 

^ I grieve to have to subjoin that, by an execution of a diflferent kind 
some short time before, Cromwell had sought, and not unsuccessfully, to 
propitiate thepresbyterians. I was not acquainted with the circumstances 
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The statesmen had already taught habits of respect 
and fear to the foreign powers of Europe^ and Cromwell 
tfans early showed that he would improve upon that 
lesson. It is certain that the wily Mazarin^ then prime 
minister of France^ had been induced at its commence- 
ment to favour Gerrard's plot in Paris •, and that one 
of his confidential emissaries^ De Baas^ had favoured it 
in London. But the execution of Gerard, and the as 
ignominious return of De Baas^ convinced the cardinal 
of his error ; and nothing hereafter checked the servile 
desire of favour, with which " all the kings of the earth 
prostrated themselves before this idoLt Ambassadors 
and envoys from most of the princes of Europe crowded 

■ ■■■■■ .1^1 ■ ■ ■— I - ■■■ ■ ■ — - - ■■■ - ■■ ■ ■ ■ - — — I ifcl. M »! ■■,■■■■ ■ . 

till I 88W them described in Dr. Lingard's History. Colonel Worsley had 
apprehended in his bed a Catholic clergyman, of the name of South worth, 
vrno, thirty-seven years before, had been convicted at Lancaster, and sent 
into banishment. The old man (he had passed his seventy-second year) at 
his arraignment, pleaded that he had taken orders in the church of Rome, 
but VMU innocent qf any treason. The recorder advised him to withdraw his 
plea, and gave him four hours for consideration. But Southworth still 
simply owned that he was a Catholic and in orders. Judgment .of death 
was pronounced; and Cromwell, notwithstanding the urgent solicitations of 
the French and Spanish ambassadors, resolved that he should suflfbr. It 
was not that the new protector approved of sanguinary punishments in 
matters of religion, but that he had no objection to purchase the good will 
of the fierce, sordid Presbyterians, by shedding the blood of a priest Whe- 
ther it were through curiosity, or respect, two hundred carriages and a 
crowd of horsemen followed the hurdle on which Southworth was drawn 
to the place of execution. On the scafibld he spoke with satisfaction of the 
manner of his death, but at the same time pointed out the inconsistency of 
the men, who pretended to have taken up arms for liberty of conscience, 
and yet shed the blood of those who difflered from them in religious opinions. 
He suflbred the usual punishment of traitors. Ltngard, vol. ii. p. 211, 212. 

* This was in his doubt as to the real condition of things in England — a 
doubt for which even the crafty Italian may be well excused. The royal- 
ists told him, it would ^eem, and naturally enough, that nothing could be 
more precarious and uncertain than the government of the protector ; that 
he was ^most without friends ; that the anabaptists had deserted him ; that 
the republicans hated him ; and that even tne army was divided respect, 
ioff him : while, on the other hand, the bulk of the English nation, the 
old royalists, and the presbyterians, looked with earnest impatience for 
the restoration of the house of Stuart. Mazarin, startled at last into some 
belief of this, despatched an emissary named De Baas, ostensibly to 
assist Bordeaux in his uegociations for a treaty, but in reality to confer 
with the Gerard conspirators, to inquire out the malcontents, and if he 
found the schemes that were in contemplation feasible, to favour them to 
the extent of his power. But all this, as soon as conceived by Mazarin, 
was known to Cromwell, and shortly after De Baas's arrival in London, 
.Cromwell sent for him, confronted him with one of tJie conspirators, and 
having beard him ftilly in his own vindication, overwhelmed him with 
indignation, his employer with scorn ; and so dismissed him. Bordeaux 
at the same time lost no favour ; he had not known any thing of the 
plots, btt continued admirably affected to the protector. 

t Wicquelin, Ambassador and his Functions, p. 17. 
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to the court of the protectorate^ and the anterooms of 
its palace were filled with their hopes and fears. In 
receiving them he abridged no jot of the state of a 
sovereign. He had now removed idl his family •, — in- 
cluding his aged and excellent mother^ who passed her 
few remaining days and nights in continual alarm for 
her dear son's safety ; his wife^ '^ who seemed at first 
unwilling to remove thither^ though afterwards she 
became^ better satisfied with her grandeur ; ''t and his 
favourite daughter Claypole^ whom, though married^ 
he could not bear to see separated from his side ; his 
gentle aiid even handsome likeness of himself, Mary ; 
and his mirthful youngest Frances — from their old 
apartments in the cockpit, to share the splendours of 
his palace at Whitehall. The latter had been newl^ 
furnished for their reception in a most costly and mag- 
nificent style ; and in the banqueting-room was placed a 
chair of state on a platform, raised by three steps above 
the floor. Here the protector stood to receive the am- 
bassadors. They were instructed to make three rever- 
ences, one at the entrance, the second in the midway, 
and the third at the lower step, to each of which Crom- 
well answered by a slight inclination of the head. When 
they had delivered their speeches, and received the reply 
of the protector, the same ceremonial was repeated at 

* It is very strange, that about the only really illiberal passage to be 
found in Mrs. Hutchinson's delightfiil memoirs, has relation to Cromweirs 
family. Had the woman's jealousy against woman — of which as little as 
ever lodged in heart may confidently be attributed to Luoy Hutchinson -. 
any thing to do with this ? This is her remark :— ** His wife and chUdrea 
"were setting up for principality, which suited no better with any of them 
than scarlet on the ape; only, to speak the truth of himself, ke had mttdk 
natural greatneu^ and well became the place he had usurped. His daughter 
Fleetwood was humbled, and qpt exalted with these things ; but the re«t 
were insolent fools. Claypole, who married his daughter, and bis son. 
Henry, were two debauched ungodly cavaliers. Richard was a peasant in 
his nature, yet gentle and virtuous, but became not greatness. His court 
was Aill of sin and vanity, and the more abominable, because they had not 
yet quite cast away the name of God, but profaned it b^ Uking it in vain 
upon them. True religion was now almost lost even among the religknu 
party, andhypocrisu became an epidemical disease jio the sad grief of Col. 
Hutchinson, and all true-hearted Christians and Englishmen." There M 
great power, and a most melancholy truth, in the last observation. I may 
•ubioin, from a minute in the council book, that the quarterly expendituiT« 
of the protector's household amounted to S5,000/L See entry of March 14. 
1655. 

t Ludlow, vol. il p. 488. 
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their departure. On one occasion^ he was requested to 
permit the gentlemen attached to the embassy to kiss 
his hand ; but he advanced to the upper step^ bowed to 
each in succession^ waved his hand^ and withdrew.* 

This was that kind of regal state which even the most 
discontented of the English people could best endure to 
see assumed by Cromwell. In the glory of their com- 
mon country they forgot their own gravest and most fatal 
dissensions. Whatever quarrels they had amongst each 
other, they always kept cordial agreement in this — that 
foreigners should not fool them. It became^ therefore, 
matter of common rejoicing that here the lord protector 
went hand and heart with leveller, with anabaptist, with 
presbyterian, with republican. They saw him often claim 
indeed, far more than the common exactions of old regal 
ceremony for the honour of his commonwealth; and the 
more he exacted, the more they rejoiced. In the com* 
plaints of insulted ministers they might have even heard 
their poet's lines reversed -r- 

" This is a Turkish, not an English court. 
An Amuratb, an Amurath succeeds, 
Not Harry Harry "— 

and would still have thought themselves only the more 
exalted. This it was, beyond a doubt^ which made 
many well-intentioned men too prone to pardon the 
sins of Cromwell's domestic rule. And there was 
in it a mixture of good and evil, though in such 
circumstances the evil greatly preponderated. When 
we rejoice in the feeling of what looks like tyranny 
practised against another country than ours, we may be- 
gin to doubt the perfect freedom of our own. The 
one is little better than a secret set-off against . the 
other. It is the effort to conceal a degrading truth by 
the glare of a miserable vanity* The John Goodwins, 
who were allowed to wear their hats in Cromwell's pre. 
sence, and, as it were, to " hob and nob'' with my lord 
protector, were for that reason better contented to go home 

• See Lingard, vol. ii. p. 217. ; the Clarendon Paper8,Tol ill. p. 240. j and 
various passages in the first volume of Thurloe. 
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slayes. So an insult to Portugal^ or a kick to Spain^ was 
found in the* end the most consolatory prescription for a 
new wound to liberty at home ; and though it was quite 
true^ that Cromwell realised his boast of making the 
name of an Englishman as great with foreign countries 
''as ever that of a Roman had been^" not less certain 
and melancholy must be our addition^ that he branded 
upon the name of an Englishman a stamp of domestic 
slavery as debased as ever in its worst days that of a 
Roman suffered. 

Bishop Burnet only describes the excellent and just side 
of this English feeling when he observes^ in the history of 
his times^ that ^' Cromwell's maintaining the honour of the 
nation in all foreign countries, gratified the vanity which 
is very natural to Englishmen ; of which he was so care- 
ful^ that though he was not a crowned head, yet his am- 
bassadors had all the respect paid them which our kings' 
ambassadors ever had. He said the dignity of the 
crown was upon the account of the nation^ of which 
the king was only the representative head^ so the nation 
being still the same, he would have the same regard 
paid to his ministers/' "* There cannot be a doubt that 
the only pleasing part of the writer's duty who would 
fairly describe the protectorate^ must begin and end with 
his description of such passages in its foreign policy. 

And yet it must not be admitted, that in the treaty of 
peace with the Dutch, which was now signed^ after a 

* In the same passage the bishop goes on to relate a most amusing and 
characteristic anecdote. Still speaking of Cromwell he adds, ** the states 
of Holland were in such dread of him, that they took care to give him no 
sort of umbrage ; and when at any time the king or his brothers came to 
see their sister, the princess royal, within a day or two after they used to 
send a deputation to let them know that Cromwell had required of the 
states that they should give them no harbour. King Charles, when he 
was seeking for colours for the war with the Dutch in the year 1672, 
urged it for one, that they suffered some of his rebels to live in their 
provinces. Borel, then their ambassador, answered, that it was a maxim 
of long standing among them, not to enquire upon what account strangers 
came to live in their country, but to receive them all, unless they had 
been concerned in conspiracies against the persons of princes. The king 
told him upon that, how they had used both himself and his brother. 
Borel, in great simplicity, answered : ' Ha! Sire, c'etoit une autre chose : 
Cromwell etoit un grand bomme, et il se faisoit craindre et par terre 
et par mer.' This was very rough. The king's answer was : < Je me ferai 
craindre aussi k mon tour '. buthe was scarce as good as Ms word.** 
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ten months* tedious negotiation^ Cromwell secured those 
great advantages which the statesmen had proposed hy 
their large expenditure of blood and treasure. The reverse 
is^ indeed, the fact. There cannot be a question that 
the lofty pretensions set forth by the statesmen in their 
conduct of the war, were silently abandoned in this 
treaty. And Cromwell's motives were obvious and press- 
ing. Monk, after ceasing to become his creature, ex- 
plained them in the remark, that it was '' a base treach- 
ery in Cromwell to make a sudden peace with the 
Dutch, and betray all the advantages of the war that 
he might go up to the throne with more peace and sa-^ 
tie/action" Peace had at the moment become necessary 
for the consolidation of the new authority, and it is ob- 
vious, from the nature of the concessions Cromwell 
claimed in lieu of those surrendered, that the mere sel« 
fish thought of his own convenience and safety actuated 
the settlement of the terms of it. They made no men- 
tion of indemnity for the past, or security for the future; 
of the incorporation of the two states ; of the claim of 
search ; of the tenth herring; or even of the exclusion of 
the prince of Orange from the office of stadtholder. To 
these conditions the pride of the states had refused to 
submit ; and Cromwell was content to accept two other 
articles, which, while they appeared equally to afiect the 
two nations, were in reality directed against the Stuart 
family and its adherents. * It was stipulated that neither 

* Lineard, toL iL p. 284. In one of the abandoned articles of the treaty 
Cromwell had already betrayed his motives, which were, as far a« pos. 
sible, to distress his rivals Charles Stuart, by stripping him of all hope of 
foreign support From the prince of Orange, so nearly allied to the royal 
family, Cromwell had little to fear during his minority ; and, to render 
him incapable of benefiting the royal cause in his more mature age, he 
attempted to exclude him by the treaty from succeeding to those high 
offices which might almost be considered as hereditary in his family. The 
determined refusal of the States induced him to withdraw the demand; but 
he still intrigued, through the agency of Beverningic, with the leaders of 
the Louvestein faction, and obtained a secret article, by which the states of 
Holland and West Friesland promised never to elect the prince of Orange 
for their stadtholder, nor suffer him to have the chief command of the army 
and navy. But the secret transpired ; the other states highly resented 
this clandestine neifotiation ; complaints and remonstrances were answered 
by apologies and vindications ; an open schism was declared between the 
provinces, and every day added to the exasperation of the two parties. 
The ultimate result was decidedly to strengthen the claims of the young 
prince of Orange, and to baffle Cromwell. 
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commonwealth should harhour or aid the enemies^ rebeUr, 
or exiles of the other ; but that either^ being previously 
required^ should order such* enemies^ rebels^ or exiles^ 
to leave its territory under the penalty of deaths before 
the expiration of twenty-eight days. The main provi* 
sions of the treaty belong to history, and I need only 
here relate the other article to which I have referred. 
This was that the same respect which had been paid to 
the flag of the king should be paid to that of the com. 
monwealth. The Dutch did not object, and the ma- 
jority of the EngUsh people, not so thoroughly under- 
standing the points surrendered as this which itxey had 
achieved, were loud in their rejoicings at this close of so 
long and terrible a war. 

Peace was proclaimed with great solemnity, and 
^' that same day at night,'' says one of the Dutch am- 
bassadors, Jongestall, in an interesting despatch to Fre- 
derick of Nassau, the *^guns went off^ at the Tower, and 
aboard the ships three times, and bonfires made, accord- 
ing to the customs of the country before Whitehall, and 
up and down the city. We did the likcf on the backside 
of our house, towards the river, and burnt near eighty 
pitch-barrels, and we had trumpeters and others to play 
all the while. The river was so full of boats that there 
was hardly any water to be seen ; at the same time 
several lords and ladies of qtmlity came to see us, whom 
we treated. In sum, all things were done here in great 
solemnity. Yesterday at noon we were invited to dinner to 
his royal highness the lord protector, where we were nobly 
entertained. Mr. Strickland and the master of the cere, 
monies came to fetch us in two coaches of his highness, 
about half an hour past one, and brought us to White- 
hall, where twelve trumpeters were ready sounding against 
our coming. My lady Nieuport and my wife were 
brought to his highness presently^ the one by Mr.Striekf 
land and the other by the master of the ceremonies, who 
received us with great demonstrations of amity. After 
we staid a little, we were conducted into another room, 
where we found a table ready covered. His highness 
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^t on one Me of it, alone; my lord Beverningt, 
Nieuport^ and myself, at the upper end ; and the lord 
president Laurence^ and others^ next us. There was in 
the same room another tahle covered for other lords of 
the council and others. At the tahle of my lady pro- 
tectrice dined my lady Nieuport, my wife, my lady 
Lamhert, my lord protector's daughter, and mine. TOe 
music played all the while we were at dinner. The lord 
protector had us into another room, where the lady 
protectrice and others came to us, where we had also 
music and voices, and a psalm sung^ which his highness 
gave us and told us that it was yet the best paper that 
had been exchanged between us. And from thence we 
were had into a gallery next the river, where we walked 
with his highness ahout half an hour, and then took our 
leaves, and were conducted back again to our houses 
after the same manner as we were brought. My lord 
protector showed a great deal of kindnesS to my wife 
and daughter in particular.** This is certainly a pleasing 
picture of Cromwell's courteous habits, and the at once 
dignified and graceful conduct of his household. 

Nor did the muses refuse to give their aid to the 
dinners, the trumpets, and the pitch barrels, in cele- 
bration of this peace, Cambridge and Oxford combined 
their choicest flowers of Greek and Latin verse into one 
rich garland for the brow of the protector. The Cam- 
bridge vice chancellor. Seaman, led the way : Arrow- 
smith, Tuckery, and Horton, men who were famous 
then ; Whichcote and Cudworth, men famous still • 
followed after him.* The elder and more venerable 
school of Oxford supplied names and tributes more 
memorable still. Doctor Owen, Doctor Zouch, Pro- 
fessor Harmer, Doctor Bathurst, Leonard Lichfield, and 
Doctor Busby, joined one chorus of praise to Cromwell 
for his deeds in war and peace, and his generous 

♦ other names of eminence in their day are also found among the authors 
of the Cambridge tributes, which were published with the UUe of " Oliva 
Pacis. Ad lUustrissimum Celsissimuroque Oliverum, Reipub. Anelis 
ScotisB, et Hiberniae Dominum Protectorem; de Pace cum Fsderafcii 
Belgti fellciter sancita. Carmen Cantabrigiense." '"aeram 
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pabonage of leamiog.* It proved a good reheanal for 

Charles II. Then a more modest Toice fVom a greater 

than these, John Locke, at that time an accomplished 

atudent of Oxford, arose to dignifj the therae.t Parsing 

tbem vith this aUusion merely, I have been unable to 

88 one name nhich^occurB towards the close of the 

t, subscribed to verses which transcend all the rest in 

vile eKtravagance of praise. " Tu Dux, " exclaims 

B fervent flatterer in very pitiful phrases — 

. . Tu dui MTiler Terr* Domlloii[ ; profundi. 



i the flatterer was Doctor South, who afterwanb 
'oed a bishopric hj calling Cromwell a bankrupt 
^arly fellow, of thread-bare coat and greasy hat I % 
But the new lord protector of England had a noUer 
igratulation, and in better Latin, addressed to him at 
t period, with a name attached to it, whidi, diongh 
mble then, and kept down by the pTesnire of the 
irld, has now risen higher than his own, or than that 
lole world itself, into the clearer r^on of immortality. 

TIoOifOrdmcnitrM their emitioni thui:— "MuHnini Oinnlen- 
D'EAAIOfOFI'A. Sig^ob Fvdera, Ampiclii Serenluiml Olixii Rei- 

I et £dlnei Fa^tnui BdgU F^^ S^i^u! Gent^'^oBa'ts xlVilda 
ii Cdtudns MMrlnim." 

The ruder mi; bf liiKrert«d to let thil earlf poetlul eBViiioa of the 
ng pbUoiopher and iDTer of toleruioD UKl liberty. Here it u. 

Fu regit Auguttl, quem viclt Julliu oibem : 

lUfl i^o &ctui ulr'"^' En>hu*t 



li*tct«,MIUequi 



Bd^uii < 



d uiwgd than'withOHl Ok di>er>lt;af bngun." 
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Miltoa published his '^Defensio Secanda^" and thus 
addressed hino. The Latin is noble^ but it translates 
into still nobler English. 

" Consider frequently/' said this wise but too partial 
counsellor^ ^'in thy inmost thoughts^ how dear a 
pledge^ from how dear a parent recommended and 
entrusted (the gift liberty, the giver thy country,) thou 
hast received into thy keeping. Revere the hope th$it is 
entertained of thee, the confident expectation of Eng- 
land ; call to mind the features and the wounds of all 
the brave men, who under thy command have contended 
for this inestimable prize ; ctUl to mind the euihes and 
the image of thoee who feU in the bloody etri/e ; respect 
the apprehension and the dificourse that is held of us by 
foreign nations, how much it is they look for, in the 
recollection of our liberty so bravely achieved, of our 
commonwealth so gloriously constructed ; which if it 
ehaU be in 80 short a time subverted, nothing can be 
imagined more shameful and dishonourable : last of all, 
REVERE THYSELF, 80 deeply bound, that that liberty, 
in securing which thou hast encountered such mighty 
hardships, and faced such fearful perils, shall, while in 
thy custody, neither be violated by thee, nor any way 
broken in upon by others. Recollect, that thou thyself 
canst not be free, unless we are so : for it is fitly so pro- 
videdin the nature of things, that he who conquers another's 
liberty, in the very act loses his own ; he becomes, and 
justly, the foremost slave. But, indeed, if he, the 
patron of our liberty, and (if I may so speak) its tutelar 
divinity, — if he, of whom we have held that no mor- 
tal was ever more just, more saintlike and unspotted, 
should undermine the freedom, which he had but so 
lately built up, this would prove not only deadly and 
destructive to his own fame, but to the entire and uni- 
versal cause of religion and virtue. The very substance 
of piety and honour will be seen to have evaporated, 
and the most sacred ties and engagements will cease to 
have any value with our posterity ; than which a more 
grievous wound cannot be inflicted on human interests 
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and happiness^ since the fall of the first father of oxa 
race. Thou hast taken on thyself a task which will 
prohe thee to the very vitals^ and disclose to the eyes of 
all how much is thy courage^ thy firmness^ and thy 
fortitude ; whether that piety, perseverance, modera. 
tion^ and justice^ really eaoist in thee, in consideration of 
which we have helieved that God hath given thee the 
supreme dignity over thy fellows. To govern three 
mighty states hy thy counsels^ to recall the people froni^ 
their corrupt institutions to a purer and nohler disci- 
pline, to extend thy thoughts and send out thy mind to 
our remotest shores, to foresee all, and to provide for aU, 
to shrink from no lahoor, to trample under foot and tear 
to pieces all the snares of pleasure^ and all the entangling 
seducements of wealth and power ; — these are matters 
so arduous, that in comparison of them the perUs of war 
are but the sports of children. These will winnow thy 
faculties, and search thee to the very soul ; they require 
a man, sustained hy a strength that is more than 
human, and whose meditations and whose thoughts 
shall he in perpetual commerce with his Maker." 

Admitting the premises on which this counsel is 
founded,as freely as though under the immediate influence 
and persuasiveness of Cromwell himself, to which alone, 
on the sacred lips of such a man as Milton, they are 
fairly attrihutahle — the time now approaches in which 
a test will he applied to it, and to the faith it rests upon^ 
at once final and irrevocahle. The instrument of go- 
vernment had fixed the 3d of Deoemher for the meeting 
of the first parliament of the protectorate, hut in the 
writs now issued Cromwell inserted the 3d of Septem- 
ber instead. That was his fobtunatv day, his day of 
Dunbar and Worcester ; and with a sense of how much 
good fortune he needed in the battle he was about to 
fight, he selected the 3d of September for his first 
meeting with this formidable enemy ! 

Meanwhile Whitelocke returned from Sweden, with 
the ratification of a most favourable treaty of commerce 
between England and that country, and a prohibition of 
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protection and favour to the enemies of either. It de^. 
tached Sweden from the interest of France^ and engaged 
it to maintain the liherty of trade in the Baltic^ against 
Denmark, which was in the interest of Holland. The news 
of Christina's extraordinary resignation of her crown fol- 
lowed hard upon his return^ hut her successor^ Charles X.^ 
at once confirmed the treaty.^ This was no sooner done 

* Whitelocke has given so interesting and graphic a mention of Crom- 
well's style of receiving the ambassador who brought the confirmation and 
assent of Charles the Tenth, that the reader will thank me for inserting it 
here. ** His (the ambassador's) people," says the memorialist, '* went all 
bare, two and two before him in order, accQrding to their qualities ; the 
best men last ; the master of the ceremonies next before him ; I on his right 
hand, and Strickland on his left hand. They made a handsome show in 
this equipage, and so went up to the council-ch amber, where the ambas. 
sador repos'd himself about a quarter of an hour, and then word being' 
brought that the protector was ready in the banquetting.house, he came 
down into the court again, and in the same order they went up into the 
banquetting.house. Whitehall court was full of soldiers in ^ood order, the 
stairs and doors were kept by the protector's guards in their livery coats, , 
with halberts ; the rooms and passages in very handsome order ; the ban- 
quetting.house was richly hung with arras, multitudes of gentlemen in it, 
and of ladies in the galleries. The ambassador's people were all admitted 
into the room, and made a lane within the rails in the midst of the room. 
At the upper end, upon a foot.pace and carpet, stood the protector with a 
(^air of state behind him, and divers of his council and servants about 
him. The master of the ceremonies went before the ambassador on the 
left side ; the ambassador in the middle, betwixt me and Strickland, went 
up in the open lane of the room. As soon as thev came within the rdom, 
at the lower end of the lane, they put off their hats : the ambassador a 
little while after the rest i and when he was'uncover'd, the protector also 
put off his hat, and answer'd the ambassador's three salutations in his 
coming up to him, and on the foot-pace they saluted each other as usually 
friends do : and when the protector put on his bat, the ambassador put on 
his as soon as the other. After a little pause, the ambassador put off* his 
hat, and began to speak, and then put it on again ; and whensoever in his 
speech he named the king his master, or Sweden, or the protector, or 
England, he moved his hat, especially if he mentioned any thing of God, or 
the good of Christendom, he put off his hat very low ; and the protector 
still answered him in the like postures of civility. The ambassador spoke 
in the Swedish language, and after he had done, being but short, his secre. 
tary did interpret it in Latin. After his interpreter had done, the pro. 
tector stood still a pi^tty while, and putting off his hat to the ambassador, 
vrith a carriage full (if gravity and state, he ansvoered him in English." 
This simultaneous compliment to the language of each country, unusual in 
these conferences, was thought highly striking at the time, and a new proof 
of Cromwell's affection and respect for Sweden. From another, source, I 
present the speech of our lord protector, at once simple, direct, and happily 
turned. It is about the briefest and best specimen on record of Cromwell's 
eloquence in the protectorate. *' My lord ambassador, I have great reason 
to acknowledge with thankfulness the respects and good affliction of the 
king your master towards this commonwealth, and towards myself in par- 
ticular, whereof I shall always retain a very grateful memory, and shall be 
ready upon all occasions to manifest the high sense and value I have of his 
majesty's Ariendship and alliance. My lord, you are very welcome into 
England, and during your abode here, you shall find all due regard and 
respect to be given to vour person, and to the business about which you 
come. I am very willing to enter into a nearer and more strict alUance 
and flriendship with the king of Swedland, as that which in my judgment 

VOL. VII. S 
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than the king of Denmark hastened to conciliate Cromwell 
also^ and entered at once into a treaty that the English 
traders should pay no other customs or dues than the 
Dutch ; and that thus they should be enabled to import 
on the same terms those naval stores which before^ on 
account of the heavy duties^ they had been content to 
buy at second-hand of the Dutch. Thus had the lord 
protector already signed four treaties favourable to 
England; on the part of four great countries to which 
she had been opposed^ while France and Spain^ held 
to have been the two proudest nations of the earthy 
inveterate foes to each other^ were struggling in a 
mean rivalry as to which should first obtain his 
favour. 

" Each knew that side must conquer he would own, 
And for him fiercely, as for empire, strove." 

It is yet singular to observe, in one of his private 
letters of the time, that he puts on to his most confi- 
dential associates an appearance of infinite humility^ a 
regret for his poverty of resources, and a reluctance to 
provoke too much of the attention of men to his per. 
sonal and private doings. It is an answer to a request 
from the father of Richard Cromwell's wife ; apparently 
a request for co-operation in some design of bestowing 
a new establishment on Richard and his wife, becoming 
their new rank as eldest son and daughter to the lord 
protector. But the lord protector is still the lord gene- 
ral, and shows equal caution and care. ^^ Deer£ 
Brother, — I receaved your lovinge letter, for which 
I thanke you ; and surely were itt fitt to proceed in 
that businesse, you should not in the least have 
beene putt upon any thinge but the trouble, for indeed 
tJie land in Essecoy with some monie in my hand, and 
some other remnants, should have gone towards itt. But 
indeed I am so unwilUnge to bee a Seeker after the 
World, havinge had so much favour from the Lord in 

will tend much to the honour and commodity of both nations, and to the 
general advanuge of the protestant interest I shall nominate some per- 
sons to meet and treat with your lordship upon such particulars as you shall 
communicate to them." 



\ 
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giyinge me so much without seekinge^ and soe unwillinge 
that Men should think mee soe, which they will though 
you only appeare in it (for they will by one meanes .(mt 
other knowe it) that indeed I dare not meddle, nor pro- 
ceede therein. Thus I have tould you my plain thoughts. 
My hartye love I present to you and my Sister, and my 
hkssinge and love to deere JDoU and the little one, with 
love to alL I rest your lovinge brother, Oliver, P.* 
Such letters may prove to us what things widely 
separate and apart were the private and public profes* 
aions of this extraordinary man. In public he was 
clearly to be held as merely the organ of a higher power. 
•Nothing was done by his " seekinge " there. It was 
God who spoke out in him ; who elevated men or de- 
pressed them ; who " rained snares " upon his enemies 
or blessings on his friends ; who made him, Oliver 
Cromwell, a prince, whether he would or no, and was 
alone responsible for it ! 

** Foryet dominion was not kis design. 

We owe that blessing not to him, but heaven. 
Which to fair acts unsought rewards did join; 
Rewards, that less to him than us were given." f 

In private it was another matter. It became him to 
reflect on his humility there, and do nothing that should 
provoke the remarks of men. He was dust, and would 
return to dust ; and in relation to that melancholy ele- 
ment which merely composed himself, had only to be 
patient and suffer. It was the extreme rebound from 
this state of feeling which gave birth to his worst 
actions. God had taken him by the hand and given 
him permission to walk ; when, " to show how he could 
walk, he strode. X *' Every new accession to his power 

* It is addressed, ** For my loving brother, Richard Major, esq., at 
Horsley, in Hampsheire.** 

+ Dryden. 

X This is the expression of Walter Savage Landor, who says finer things, 
in better English, than any other writer of our time. It will be the honour 
and happiness of a succeeding age to discover the priceless value of his 
bopks. lie has made allusions to Cromwell very latelj, and though far 
from agreeing in all his remarks, they should find insertion not the less in 
every notice of our English lord protector. '* Cromwell " says Mr. Landor, 
** was destitute of all those elegancies which adorned the Roman dictator, 
but he alone possessed in an equal degree all those which ensure the con* 
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-was, in other words, a new manifestation of God's 
mercy, and the very extravagance of his ways at last 
hecame only the fullest demonstration of his and of 
God's uncontrollahle sovereignty ! It is not hard to 
say what term we should apply to this^ in any other 
case than that of Cromwell. Meanwhile, we see the 
disadvantages imder which it placed his immediate 
associates, relatives, dependents, and followers, who had 

stancy of fortune. ...And was Cromwell, then, sincere and pure? Certainly 
not ; but he began insinceritv ; and he believed to the last that every acces- 
sion of power was an especial manifestation of God's mercy. Fanaticism 
bath always drawn to herself such conclusions from the bible. Power made 
him less pious, but more confident God had taken him by the hand at first, 
and had now let him walk bv himself. To show how he could walk, he strode. 
Religion, in the exercise of power, is more arbitrary, more intolerant, and 
more cruel than monarchy v and the sordid arrogance of presbyterianisra 
succeeded to to the splendid tyranny of episcoi^acy. llie crosier of Laud 
was unbroken : those who had been the first in cursing it, seized and exer. 
cised it ; it was to fall in pieces under the sword of Crorawell. To him 
alone are we indebted for the establishment of religious liberty. If a Vane 
and a Milton have acknowledged the obligation, how feeble were the 
voices of all men living if the voices of all men living were raised against 
it. Cromwell did indeed shed blood ; but the blood he shed was solely for 
his country, although without it he never would have risen to the protec- 
torate.** Mr. Landor, then, contrasting Cromwell with Napoleon, thus 
proceeds : " A king should never be struck unless in a vital part. Crom- 
well, with many scruples, committed not this mistake : Buonaparte, with 
none, committed it. The shadow of Cromwell's name overaw^ the most 
confident and haughty. He intimidated Holland, he humiliated Spain, 
and he twisted the supple Mazarin, the ruler of France, about his finger. 
All those nations had then attained the summit of their prosperity ; all 
were unfViendly to the rising power of England ; all trembled at the au- 
thority of that single man who coerced at once her aristocracy, her priest- 
hood, and her factions. No agent of equal potency and equal moderation 
had appeared upon earth before. He walked into a den of lions aod 
scourged them growling out : Buonaparte was pushed into a menagerie of 
W, monkeys, and fainted at their grimaces... Itudeness, falsehood, malignity, 

and revenge, have belonged in common to many great conquerors, but 
never to one great man. Cromwell had indulged in the least vile of these ; 
but on his assumption of power, he recollected that he was a gentleman. 
No burst of rage, no sally of ribaldry, no expression of contemptuousness, 
was ever heard from the lord protector. He could subdue, or conciliate, or 
spell-bind the master-spirits of his age : but it is a genius of a far different 
order that is to seize and hold Aiturity : it must be such a genius as Shak- 
speare's or Milton's. No sooner was Cromwell in his grave than all he had 
won for himself and his country vanished. If we must admire the success- 
ful, however brief and hollow the advantages of their success, our admira- 
tion IS not due to those whose resources were almost inexhaustible, and 
which nothing but profligate imprudence could exhaust,, but to those wb« 
resisted great forces with means such as Kosciusko and Hofer, Hannibal 
and Sertorius, Alexander and Ciesar, Charles of Sweden and Frederick of 
Prussia. Above all these, and above all princes, stands high Gustavus 
Adolphus, one of whose armies, in the space of six.weeks, had seen the 
estuary of the Elbe and the steeples of v ienna ; another, if a fever bad 
not wasted it on the lake of Como, would, within less time, have chaunted 
Luther's hymn in St. Peter's.... Signal as were Cromwell's earlier ser- 
vices to his country," ends Mr. Landor with a terrible and indisputable 
truth, " he lived a hypocrite, and died a traitor.*' 



OLIVER CROMWELL* 



261 



the man they knew in private to contrast with the man 
the puhlic knew. 

Between the issue of the writs and the meeting of 
parliament^ the lord protector was entertained in the 
city. Attended hy his council^ the principal officers of 
the army, and many persons of quality, he paraded in 
the midst of his life-guards from Whitehall to Temple- 
bar. Here the lord mayor and aldermen were waiting 
for him ; when the former, advancing to his coach^ 
presented the city sword. This being returned, the 
recorder, in an inflated city speech^ pronounced the 
compliments which are usually paid to sovereigns ; to 
^' which learned harangue, the lord protector returned 
for answer ' that he was greatly obliged to the city of 
London, for this and and all former testimonies of 
respect.' And then, mounting his horse of state, rode 
in a kind of triumph through the principal streets; 
the several companies, in their livery gowns, being 
placed on each side thereof, in scaffi:>lds erected for that 
purpose ; the lord mayor carrying the sword bare- 
headed before him to Grocers' hall, where a most mag- 
nificent entertainment was provided. After dinner, his 
highness knighted the lord mayor, and made him a 
present of his own sword from his side ; which was 
the first instance of the protector's assuming this piece 
of regal grandeur. The bells rang all the day ; the 
Tower guns were fired at his highness' taking leave of 
the city ; and, about seven in the evening, he and his 
attendants returned back to Whitehall in their coaches."* 
Ludlow has a striking remark, in his memoirs, on the 
result of this city visit. The exhibition, he says, was 
contrived to let the world see how good a ** correspond- 
ence" prevailed between the protector and the capital ; 
but among discerning men it had a contrary effect. It 
was perceived to be an act of force rather than of 
choice. This appeared in the great silence and little 
respect that was given to the lord protector in his pas- 
sage through the streets, although he, to invite such re- 

* Parliamentary Hiitory, vol xx. p. S74. 
9 S 
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spect^ rode bareheaded the greatest part of the way. 
" Some of his creatures had placed themselves at the 
entrance of Cheapside^ and began to shont ; yet it took 
not at all with the people." The people had not, in. 
truth, in any way recovered their indifference, notwith- 
standing all the efforts of the last twelve months to pro. 
pitiate and excite them. It remained to be seen what 
a parliament would do. 

At last arrived the eventful 3d of September. It 
happened to be Sunday, but Cromwell still adhered to 
his resolve that the new members returned to serve in 
parliament should meet that day. Many things were 
strong in him, but none so strong, with all his earnest 
submission to the hand of God in human affairs, as a 
superstitious sense of destiny and fortune. Upwards of 
three hundred representatives of the people met accord- 
ingly on Sunday afternoon in the abbey church of West- 
minster, and thence repaired to the house of commons 
at about four o'clock. Here a message was sent that 
the lord protector awaited them in the painted cham- 
her, where he had arrived by water from WhitehalL 
Thither they went accordingly to his highness, who 
^'standing bare, upon a pedestal erected for that purpose," 
told them that having met, he desired they would now 
adjourn, since he had things to communicate to them 
^' not so fit to be delivered that day,^* and would, if they 
so pleased, meet them on the morning of the day follow- 
ing, in the abbey church of Westminster. The mem. 
hers bowed obedience, returned to their house, ai^l 
formally adjourned.* 

It must have heavily taxed Cromwell's faith in his 
fortunate day to withhold from sad forebodings as he re. 
turned that evening to his palace. He could have 
little hope from those three hundred English represent- 
atives, among whom he had seen steadily gazing upon 
him, as he spoke in the painted chamber, the well- 
remembered faces of Scot, of Haselrig, and Bradshaw ! 
Still Vane was not among themf , nor Harry Marten^ nor 

* Pari. Hist, vol. xx. p. 317. 

t Vane*8 motives for withholding ffom public exertions at this crisia. 
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Algernon Sidney^ nor Edmund Ludlow. There was in 
that no indifferent consolation. He had also succeeded 
in his efforts to exclude some few of the more fierce re- 
publican officers — for all the power of his government 
had been put forth to influence the elections ; and^ not 
content with this^ the various returns had been officially 
examined by a committee of his council, under pretext 
of seeing that the provisions of the ^^ instrument " were 
observed. It was this pretext which sufficed to exclude 
m^jor Wildman, lord Grey of Groby, and a few others, 
while Harrison and the more violent anabaptists were 
again placed under positive restraint. He had also secured 
the election of all his council^ his principal officers^ and 
his household^ excepting the lord viscount Lisle. His 
sonsj Richard and Henry^ were returned, and Fairfax^ 
and Blake. Many of the nobility had been rejected, 
but the earl of Stamford, the earl of Salisbury, and a 
few others, bad secured seats. Judges Hale and Thorpe, 
sejjeant Glyn, and the Oxford vice-chancellor Owen, 
sat also in this celebrated assembly — than which no 
authoritative body, with greater claims to respect and 
attention, had sat down in England since November 
1640. Returned, for the most part, under a fair work- 
ing of many admirable provisions out of Vane's reform 
bill, it represented, beyond a doubt, the sense of at least 
one large and most respectable portion of the influential 
English people. The small boroughs, the places most 
exposed to influence and corruption, had been disfran- 
chised. Of the four hundred members of which the 
parliament consisted, two hundred and fifty-one had 
been chosen by the counties, and the rest by London and 
the more considerable corporations. The meanest of the 
people too had been excluded from the elective franchise; 
a property of two hundred pounds having been required 
to qualify any one to vote. One most considerable limit- 
ation had, indeed, been placed on all this freedom, 



have sufficiently been touched on in hi« memoir, with the other incidentf 
which marked his career in and after the prot^torate. 
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if^hich was, that the plan of electing the sixty meinbers 
who were to represent Scotland and Ireland not being 
thoroughly fixed, they were in a particular degree subw 
ject to the influence of the court. In addition to this, 
it is only needful to observe, that all persons who had 
in any way aided and assisted in the civil war against 
the parliament, together with their sons, were disqualified 
to vote. The lord protector had at least no pretence to 
say that out of factious hatred to all authority save their 
own, royalists, republicans, and presbyterians had, for 
once, consented to act together. 

At ten o'clock on the morning of Monday the 4th of 
September, Cromwell proceeded in great state from^ 
Whitehall to the abbey of Westminster. He was pre- 
ceded by two troops of life-guards ; then rode some 
hundreds of gentiemen and officers, bareheaded, and in 
splendid apparel ; immediately before the state carriage 
walked the pages and lackeys of the protector in rich 
liveries, and on each side a captain of the guard ; be- 
hind it came Claypole, master of the horse, leading a 
charger magnificently caparisoned ; and Claypole was 
followed by the great officers of state and the members 
of the council. All eyes were fixed on Cromwell himself^ 
a striking and proud contrast to the gorgeous parade of 
the procession. He was dressed in a plain suit, after 
the simple fashion of a country gentieman ; but he 
wore his hat, while Lambert, who occupied the op- 
posite seat of the carriage, sat splendidly attired, and 
bareheaded. After sermon, all the members hurried 
over to the painted chamber, and seated themselves, 
uncovered, on benches ranged around the walls. The 
lord protector then entered, and took his place in the 
chair of state, from which he soon afterwards rose, 
removed his hat, and addressed the assembly in a speech 
ivhich lasted three hours. 

This speech was at once artful and able : very forci- 
bly and simply expressed where he had any case to lodge 
against the policy of his adversaries ; most involved, ob- 
scure, and villanously verbose^ where he afiected to disclose 
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his own purposes : it was profound in its various points 
of craft and dissimulation ; pious and fervently enthusi- 
astic to the saints ; modest and lowly to the republicans. 
He b^an by telling them that they were met on the 
greatest occasion their country had ever witnessed. He 
dwelt on those evils with which £ngland had lately been 
Inenaced ; he craftily referred to the dangerous principles 
of the levellers^ strildng^ as he said^ at the root of all pro- 
perty ; and^ safe in the sympathy of his audience on that 
head^ he denounced the wild spirit of the various sects of 
fifth monarchy men^ which, he asseverated, aimed at di- 
rectly extirpating the very existence of the clerical order, 
on the pretence that it was Babylonish and antichristian. 
Alluding, then, with a cold and deliberate hypocrisy, 
to the proceedings of the Barbone convention, he as- 
serted that projects and conspiracies had been extensively 
formed among its members for the subversion of all 
those laws which had been produced by the revolution 
of property and the manners of our ancestors, and for 
substituting in their stead the law of Moses. He next, 
with a view to propitiate the independents and republi- 
cans who listened to him, threw out subtle allusions to 
the difference between liberty of conscience as that con- 
vention would have established it to the overthrow of all 
government and ministry, and the liberty of conscience 
lie would substitute in its stead. '* Such considerations 
and pretensions,'* he observe<t, " of liberty of conscience, 
and liberty of subjects, two as glorious things to be con- 
tended for as any God has given us ; yet both these 
also abused for the patronising of villanies, in so much 
as that it hath been an ordinary thing to say, and in 
dispute to affirm, that it was not in the magistrate* » 
power; he had nothing to do with it ; not so much as 
the printing a hihle in the nation for the Use of the people, 
lest it be imposed on the consciences of men for they 
must receive the same traditionally and implicitly from 
the power of the magistrate, if thus received. The 
aforementioned abominations did thus swell to this 
height amongst us. The am ujm thiis laid to the root qf 
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the ministry ; it was anticbristian ; it was Babylonish. 
It suffered under sucb a judgment^ tbat the truth of it 
is^ as the extremity was great on that^ I wish it prove 
not so on this hand. The extremity uxis, that no man 
haying a good testimony^ having received gifts from 
Christy might preachy if not ordained. So now, many 
on the other hand affirm^ that he who is ordained hath 
a nullity or antichristianism stamped upon his callings 
so that he ought not to preach, or not be heard. I widi 
it may not too justly be said, that there was severity and 
sharpness ; yea, too much of an imposing spirit in mat- 
ters of conscience ; a spirit tinchristian enough in any 
times, most unfit for these ; denying liberty to those 
who have earned it with their blood ; who have gained 
dvil liberty^ and religious also, for those who would 
thus impose upon them." 

In a still more artful passage of most accomplished 
dissimulation, Cromwell managed to associate the 
fifth monarchy men with the practices of the Jesuits^ 
attributing to the latter much of the confusion that had 
risen. ^' Notions," he said, ^< will hurt none but them 
that have them ; but when they come to such practices 
as to tell us, that liberty and property are not the 
badges of the kingdom of Christ ; and tell us, that, in- 
stead of regulating laws, laws are to be abrogated, in- 
deed subverted ; and perhaps would bring in the judaical 
law, instead of our known laws settled amongst us : this 
is wor^y of every magistrate's consideration, especially 
where every stone is turned to bring confusion. Whilst 
these things were in the midst of us, and the nation rent 
and torn, in spirit and principle, from one end to an- 
other, after this sort and manner I have now told you ; 
family against family, husband against wife, parents 
against children ; and nothing in the hearts and minds 
of men but ^ overturn overturn, overturn,' (a scripture 
phrase very much, abused, and applied to justify ua. 
peaceable practices by all men of discontented spirits,) 
the common adversary in the mean time sleeps not ; and 
our adversaries^ in civil and spiritual respects, did take 
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advantage of these divisions and distractions^ and did 
practise accordingly in the three nations. We know very^ 
well that emissaries of the Jesuits never came in those 
swarms as they have done since these things were set on foot" 

He then resumed his general view of affairs. To add 
to our miseries, he said^ we had heen at war with all 
our neighbours. Contest with Holland had absorbed all 
the pecuniary resources^ while a commercial war with 
France and Portugal cramped the industry^ of the 
nation. He bade them contrast this picture with the 
existing state of things. At last, every thing having 
been driven to the worst, and a remedy having become 
indispensable, that remedy had been found ; namely, 
the government which was instituted in the preceding 
December. That government had effected a happy 
peace with all protestant states, with Holland, with 
Sweden, and with Denmark; and so had relieved 
us from an accumulation of ruinous expenses, and 
opened many salutary channels for our trade. A treaty 
had been signed with Portugal, also, which would 
place the British trader beyond the reach of the in* 
quisition, and another was in progress with the am- 
bassador of the French monarch. Nor had the govern* 
ment been inattentive to internal advantages. They 
had made considerable progress in a plan for the re« 
formation of the law, which would in due time be laid 
before parliament. They had placed the administra- 
tion of justice in the hands of men of known integrity 
and ability. They had -reformed the Court of Chancery. 
They had taken proper measures for establishing the 
clerical functions in men of piety, soberness, morality 
and learning, and '^ a stop had been put to that heady 
way, for every man who pleased to become a preacher." 
A passage from this portion of the speech will show the 
simplicity and plainness with which CromweU expressed 
himself on the few occasions when he dared to do so. 

'' It hath," he said, speaking still of his government, 
<' had some things in desire, and it hath done some 
things actually. It hath desired to reform the laws^ 
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I say^ to reform them; and, for that end^ it badi 
called together persons (without reflection) of as great 
ability, and as great int^rity, as are in these nations, to 
consider how the laws might be made plain and short, 
and less chargeable to the people; how to lessen ex- 
pense for the good of the nation ; and those things are 
in preparation, and bills prepared, which in due time^ 
I make no question, will be tendered to you. There 
hath been care taken to put the administration of the laws 
into the hands of just men ; men of the most known 
integrity and ability. • . The chancery hath been re- 
formed, and, I hope, to the just satisfaction of all good 
men ; and, for the things depending there, which made 
the burden and work of the honourable persons in- 
trusted in those services beyond their ability, it hath 
referred many of them to those places where Englisb- 
men love to have their rights tried, the courts of law at 
Westminster.'* 

The last assertion made by the lord protector on be- 
half of his authority on this memorable occasion, was 
afterwards remembered to his bitter disadvantage. Not 
the least, he said, did it rank in their claims to public 
gratitude, that they had been instrumental in bringing 
together this free parliament They had thus brought 
the three nations by hasty strides towards the land of 
promise ; it was for that parliament to introduce them 
into it. 'The prospect was bright before them; let 
them not look back to the onions and flesh-pots of 
Egypt. He entreated of the persons there assembled, to 
put the top-stone to the work which they had so auspi- 
ciously begun, and make the nation happy. He said 
that their task was that of composing all understandings 
and jealousies, and he professed to them, that, if this 
meeting did not prove healing, he was at a loss to de- 
cide what was next most advisable to be done. He 
spoke not as their lord, he protested, but as their fellow- 
servant; their fellow-labourer with them in the same 
good work; and would, therefore, detain them no 
longer, but desire them to repair to their own bouse 
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and choose their speaker. This elaborate speech, we 
are told by its reporter, was followed by tokens of satis- 
faction, and hums of approbation, from various parts of 
the assembly. 

The approbation lasted but a little time, however, 
-for when, on the return of the members to their own 
house, the court officers rose and proposed Lenthal as 
the speaker, the opposition immediately named a rival 
candidate in the formidable person of Bradshaw. They 
did not care, however, to press the election to the vote. 
They did not so much object to Lenthal, as they desired 
to show the independent and free spirit with which 
they had there assembled. So Lenthal was elected ; 
the one party glad, because they had secured in him a 
timid and time-serving tool — the other not sorry, 
because in him they saw a remnant of their old long 
parliament, and could even suppose his present elec- 
tion one step towards a revival of the great assembly 
in which he had so long presided. But no one of the 
court party dared propose to offer him, according to 
ancient custom, to the acceptance of the chief magis- 
trate^ and so, in the presence of this parliament, for the 
first time since his inauguration, tumbled down the 
lord protector's claim to all the privileges of royalty. 

A more significant movement followed. On the se- 
cond day Bradshaw, to the amazement and alarm of 
the courts moved that they should form themselves into 
a committee of the whole house, to deliberate on the 
question, whether the house should approve of the 
system of government by a single person and a parlia- 
ment. A fierce debate followed^ in which it was re- 
peatedly asked why the members of the long parliament 
then present, should not resume the authority of which 
they had been illegally deprived by force^ and by what 
right, but that of the sword> one man presumed to 
'^ command his commanders ; " and, ultimately, the 
motion was carried by a majority of five. Cromwell's 
excitement became extreme. He was but little com- 
posed by the assurance that many of those who voted in 
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the majority, had not objected to the authority of the 
protector, but to the aouroe from which it emanated — 
a written instrument, the author of which was un- 
known ; and rather wished it to be settled on him by 
act of parliament* 

Bradshaw and his friends, meanwhile, moTed forward 
unflinchingly. For four successive days, the 7th, the 
8th, the 9th, and the 11th of September, the committee 
remained in discussion on this question ; the debates 
were in the highest degree animated ; and the house siat 
late each day. Bradshaw, Haselrig, and Scot, emin. 
ently, on all these days^ distinguished themselves ; 
and, Ludlow informs us, " were very instrumental in 
opening the eyes of many young members, who had 
never before heard the public interest so clearly stated 
and asserted ; so that the commonwealth party increased 
every day, and that of the sword lost ground proportion- 
ally." One " noble gentleman," we further ascertain, 
made a speech, in which he said, that the snares that 
were laid to entrap the liberties of the people were such, 
as it was impossible to mistake ; but that, for his own 
part, as God had made him instrumental in cutting 
down tyranny in one person, so he could not endure 
to see the nation's rights ready to be shackled by 
another, whose claim to the government could be mea- 
sured no otherwise than by the length of his sword. 

The arguments on both sides in this very famous 
discussion> have been happily preserved for us in the 
rough heads of Goddard*s diary t, and may be briefly 
arranged and summed up thus. The protector's party 
insisted that the government of the commonwealth was 
to be admitted entire, such as it had been established 
in the preceding December ; and the other party as- 
serted the paramount authority of the parliament, and 
that nothing was to be admitted as of validity that had 
not the sanction of the national representatives. The 
court retorted, under the instructions of their master^ 
that, since it had been approved by the people, the only 

* Thurloe, yoL ii. p. 606. f See the Burton Diary— Introduction. 
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real source of power, it could not be subject to revision 
by the representatives of the people ! Not so, rejoined 
even the most moderate members in opposition. Waving 
the question of ascendancy, and Cromwell's title to as- 
sume it, they still objected to the language of the 
instrument, and said that, instead of affirming that ''the 
supreme legislative authority shall be in one person, and 
the people assembled in parliament," it ought to be, 
'^ in the parliament of the people of England, and a 
single person qualified with such instructions as that 
assembly should authorise." Upon this the court fled 
from the '^ right " and took up the '^expedient." They 
obscurely threatened. With whatever fair speeches, 
they said, the protector had opened the parliament, it 
could not be expected that he would divest himself of 
his authority, and that it would therefore be their 
wisdom cheerfully to yield, what it was not in their 
power to withhold. They added, that the co-ordinate 
power of legislation given him by the instrument was 
merely a negative pro tempore, extending to a term of 
twenty days only ; and that a milder prerogative than 
this it was impossible to devise. They dwelt with em- 
phatical commendation upon the article which limited 
the sitting of parliament to a period of five months, and 
indulged in terms of bitter reproach against that feature 
of the government of the long parliament, in which they 
had shown themselves disposed to prolong their autho- 
rity without limitation. Such a usurpation should be 
carefully provided against in future ! * 

Whilst the argument rested thus, judge Matthew 
Hale went down to the house on the fourth day to en- 
deavour to effect a compromise.f He proposed, that 
the legislative authority should be affirmed to be in the 
parliament of the people of England, and a single 
person qualified with such instructions as that assembly 
should authorise in the manner suggested by the re- 
publicans. But, to render this palatable to the execu- 

* Godwin, vol. iv. p. 118. 

f This was first disclosed in 6oddard*s Diary (introduction to Bur- 
tun's) } and Me also Godwin, yoL iv. p. 119, 120. 
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e magiitratej and practicable under the circuni stances, 
recommended that the military power for the present 
luld be unequivocaUj given to the protector ; and, 
tYoid the perpetuity of parUament, and other exor- 
uice« in their claimE of Bupremacy, that that officer 
inld be allowed such a co-ordination aa might serve 

a check in those point!. 

The conduct of the republicans at this nisis deserves 
ecial attention. It is their final and ample vindica- 
1 from the favourite charges with which histor;/ is 
rife against them. They had chosen, on the issue 
Tfita for this parliament, to depart from the sterner 
Dciple of their great associate sir Henry Vane — 
refused even to answer to the authority of the 
tectorate as a thing uiider which no good could be 
ieved for liberty — and to offer tbemselves for se- 
ion hy the people. The electors of Buckingham- 
re at once returned Scot, those of Cheshire Brad- 
w, those of Newcastle on Tyne sir Arthur Harding, 
. those of Durham Robert Lilhume, These were 
large and eminent constituencies, and altogether by 
ii indeed were the chief portion of the republicans 
imed. Having taken this step, they resolved to 
k it out fairly to its results. They showed them- 
es neither headlong, nor pragmaiical, but able and 
It practical politicians. Waiving their sense of the 
Erior force and virtue of a republic they conceded 
argument of the court that power might be delc- 
id profitably to a single person. But if this is so, 
r said, we roust control his resources for mischief, 

make him indeed the servant of tbe people, and 
laws. We are not here now for the support of 
own visionary theories, but we aland for the suh- 
ce of solid justice, and we will have it. Fair play 
le protectorate must imply fair play to the people, 
; is based upon a lie. We will make any conces- 
» on that principle, in the faith that so long 
he popular voice is heard, and its influence ac- 
vledged, the people will eventually be able to right 
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themselves and their cause. They agreed to the com^ 
promise proposed hy Hale, and stripped off the last 
pretence from Cromwell. The course now taken hy 
the lord protector sets the final stamp of reprohation on 
his political career. 

On the morning of the 12th of Septemher, having 
on the previous evening rejected Hale's proposition 
with scom^ he commanded Lenthal to attend him in 
Whitehall with the mace ; he at the same time ordered 
Harrison^ whose partisans were in motion for the par-> 
liament, to he again taken into close custody * ; he sent 
for the lord mayor^ and despatched three regiments to 
occupy the principal posts in the city ; he ordered the 
doors of the house in which the parliament had assem- 
bled since its meeting to be locked^ and filled the ave. 
nues in Palace yard^ and Scotland yard^ with four com- 
panies of foot At eight o'clock all this had been 
done ! The members in succession repaired to the place 
of their sittings but found themselves excluded, and 
were told that the protector would speedily arrive at the 
painted chamber, where he proposed to receive them. 

Here he received them accordingly ; and laying 
aside at once his modesty and his mysticism, addressed 
them in a yigorous speedi. '^ Gentlemen," he said, 
<' it is not long since I met you in this place, upon an 
occasion which gave much more content and comfort 
than this doth. That which I have to say to you now 
will need no preamble to let me into my discourse ; for 
the occasion of this meeting is plain enough. I could 
have wished^ with aU my heart, there had been no cause 
for it. At that meeting I did acquaint you what the 
first rise was of this government which hath called you 
hither, and in the authority of which you came hi- 
ther. Among other things that I told you of then, 
I said you were a free parliament ; and so you are, 
whilst you own the government and authority that caUed 
you hither : for certainly that word implied a recipro-^ 
cation, or implied nothing at ail. Indeed, there was a 
* He WM released after a week's detention. 

VOL. vn. T 
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reciprocatioB implied and expressed, and I think yoar 
actions and carriages ought to be suitaUe ; but I see it 
will be necessary for me now a little to magnify my 
office^ which I have not been apt to do. I hare been 
of this mind^ I have been always of this mind^ since 
first I entered upon it, that if C[od will not bear it np^ 
let it sink. But if a duty be incumbent upon me to 
bear my testimony unto it (which in modesty I have 
hitherto forborne), I am in some measure now necessi- 
tated thereunto ; and, therefore^ that will be the pro- 
logue to my discourse.** 

He now proceeded to declare frankly, as the gronnds 
on which he made this most extraordinary claim of 
reciprocation, that his calling was from God^ his tes- 
timony from the people ; and that no one but God and 
the people should ever take his office from him. It 
was not of his seeking : God knew that it was his ut- 
most ambition to lead the life of a comitry gentleman ; 
but imperious circumstances had imposed it upon him. 
I cannot forbear to quote these extraordinary passages^ 
in which he rapidly and in language of vety passionate 
deamess^ reviewed the circumstances of his life^ and 
pushed to its very uttermost extreme what seems to 
have been the most fatal d6ctrine of his whole career ; 
that since God had (^osen him to be the successful 
champion of his holy cause, the very honour of the 
divinity himself had become identified with his own 
personal advancement, and, safe in his first eofidition 
of grtwe, any falsehood or hypocrisy would be pardoned 
him for the sake of the ulterior advant^es which, by 
their means, he would achieve. There is possibly some 
distinction from ordinary and mean falsehood in this, 
80 far as a pollution of the mind and heart is implied 
in it ; but there is no distinction in *its wicked results 
upon the world. It is entitled to consideration as a me. 
taphysical subtlety, and in «ome explanation of the fact 
that Oliver Cromwell is very nearly, if not quite, a solitary 
specimen of a great man who was not also a trtie one. 
I caird not myself to this place ; I say again, I 
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« 

called not myself to this place ; of thai God is witness : 
and I have many witnesses who> I do helieve^ could 
readily lay down their lives to bear witness to &e truth 
of that ; that is to say^ that I eall'd not myself to this 
place : and being in it^ I bear not witness to myself; 
but God and the people of these nations have borne 
testimony to it also. If my calling be from God, and 
my testimony from &e peop^e^ God and the people shall 
take it from me^ else I will not part with it. I should 
be false to the trust that God hath placed in me, and 
to the interest of the people of these nations, if I 
should. That I call'd not myself to this place^ is 
my first assertion. That I bear not witness to my- 
self^ but have many witnesses, is my second. These 
are the two things I shall take the liberty to speak 
more fully to you of. To make plain and clear 
that which I have said, I must take the liberty to 
look back. I vxis by Urth a gentkman^ living neither 
in any considerable height, nor yet in obscurity; I 
have been call'd to several employments in the na* 
tion ; to serve in parliament ; and, because I would 
not be over tedious, I did endeavour to discharge 
the duty of an honest man in those services, to 
God and his people's interest, and of the common- 
wealth; having, when time was, a competent accept, 
ation in the hearts of men, and some evidences thereof. 
I resolve not to recite the times, and occasions, and op- 
portunities that have been appointed me by God to 
serve him in, nor the presence and blessings of God 
then bearing testimony to me. Having had some 
occasions to see (together with my brethren and coun- 
trymen) a happy period put to our sharp wars and con- 
tests with the then common enemy, / hoped, in a private 
capacity, to have reap'd the fruit and benefit, together 
with my brethren, of our hard labours and hazards ; 
. to wit, the enjoyment of peace and liberty , and the pri^ 
vHeges of a Christian, and of a man, in some equality 
with others, according as it should please the Lord to 
dispense unto me. And when, I say, God had put an 
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to oni wars, at least bronght them to a very hopeful 
:, Terjr neat an end, after Worcester fight, I came 
t London to pay my service and duty to the par- 
ent that then sat ; Aid hoping that all ininds would 
: been diepoBed to answer that which seemed to be 
nind of God, viz. to give peace and rest to bis peo- 
uid especially to those who had bled more than otherB 
le carrying on of the military a^rs, I was much 
:)poinled of my expectation, for the issue did not 
e so. Whatever may be boasted or misrepresented, 
■u not eo, not so. I can say, in the simplicity of 
soul, 1 love not, 1 love not ( I declined it in my 
ler speech), I say, I love not to rake into sores, 

discover nakednesses ; that which I drive at is 
I Bay to you, / hoped to have )iad leave to have 

ed to a private life: I begg'd to be dirmisa'd of 
charge ; I begg'd it again and again ; and God 
udge betineen me and all men if I lie in tkit 
er. That I lie not in matter of fact, is known 
;ry many ; but whether 1 tell a lie in my heart, 
tbonring to represent to you that which was not 

1 my heart, I say the Lord be judge ! let unchaci- 
: men, that measure others by themselves, judge as 

please. As to the matter of fact, I say it is true. 

o the ingenuity and integrity of my heart in that 

'e, I do appeal, as before, upon the truth of that 

But I could not obtain what my soul longed for. 

the plain truth is, I did afterwards apprehend that 
; did think (my judgment not suiting with theirs) 

it could not weU be. But this I say to you, waa 
een God and my soul ; between me and that as- 
,Iy. 

/ confets I am in some strait to say what I coald 
: aud what is true of what then followed. I pressed 
larliament, as a member, to period themselves, once, 
again, and again, and ten, nay twenty times over. 
Id them (for I knew it better than any one man in 
parliament could know it, because of my manner qf 
wAkA teas to run up and down the nation, and bo 
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miglit see and know tbe temper and spirits of all men^ 
the best of men) that the nation loathed their sitting : 
I knew it. And so far as I coidd discern, when they 
were dissolved, there was not so much as the barking of 
a dog, or any general and visible repining at it. You 
are not a few here present that can assert this as well as 
myself. And that there was high cause for their dis- 
solution, is most evident, not only in regard there was a 
just fear of that parliament's pepetuating themselves, 
but because it was their design. And had not their 
heels been trod upon by importunities from abroad, 
even to threats, / believe there would never have been 
thoughts of rising, or of going out of that room to the 
world* s end ! I myself was sounded, and by no mean 
persons tempted, and addresses were made to me to that 
very end, that it might have been thus perpetuated: 
that the vacant places might be supplied by new elec- 
tions, and so continue from generation to generation. 
I have declined, I have declined very much, to open 
these things to you ; yet having proceeded thus far, I 
must tell you, that poor men, under this arbitrary 
power, were driven like flocks of sheep, by forty in a 
morning, to the confiscation of goods and estates, with- 
out any man being able to give a reason that two of 
them had deserved to forfeit a shilling. I tell you the 
truth, and my soul ; and many persons whose faces I see 
in this place, were exceedingly grieved at these things, 
and knew not which way to help it, but by their mourn, 
ings, and giving thieir negatives when occasions served. 
I have given you but a taste of miscarriages. I am 
confident you have had opportunities to hear much more 
of them ; for nothing is more obvious. *T is true this 
will be said, that there was a remedy to put an end to 
this perpetual parliament endeavoured, by having a 
future representative. How it was gotten, and by 
what importunities that was obtained, and how unwil- 
lingly yielded unto, is well known. What was this 
remedy ? It was a seeming willingness to have successive 
parliaments. What was that succession ? It was, 
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.t when one pailiament had left theii eeat, another 
1 to <it down immedutely in the mom thereof, with- 
. any caution to avoid that which waa the danger, 
., perpetuating of the same parliaments ; which is ft 
r that will ever he running, bo long as men areata., 
tod tiouhlesome, if a due remedy be not found. 
, what was the husiness f It was a conrereion 
parliament ihat Bhould hate been, and was 
al, to a l^Blative power always sittiDg : — and 
Iberties, and JntereBts, and Uvea of people, not 
by any certain known laws and power, but by 
,rary power, which is incident and necessary to 
ents : by an arbitrary power, I say, to make 
states liable to confiscation, and their persona to 
amenta ; Bometimea by laws made after the fact 
ted; often by taking the judgment, both in 
and criminal things, to themselves; who, id 
timea, were not known to exercise each a jndi- 

thus, be now proceeded to assert, as the long 
ent brought their dissolution upon themeelTeB by 
.m, so the Utile parliament by imbecility. On 
lesion, he added, he had found himself invested 
lute power with the military, and through 
rer the three nations. He described what they 
d to do at the dissolution of the Barbone con- 
, and then continued thus : " J denied it 
md again, as Grod and those persons know ; 
npliraentingly, as they also know, and aa 
lows. I confess, after many argument!, and 
e letting of me know that I did not receive wiy 
lat put me into any higher capacity than I waa 
e ; but tliat it limited me, and bound my handa 
lOthing to the pr^udice of these nations without 
of a council, untill the parhameut, and then 
by the parliament, as the act of .government 
eth ; I did accept it. I might repeat this again 
if it were needfull ; but I think I need not. / 
bitrary in power, having the armiee in the three 
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nations under my command ; and truly not very Ul-be^ 
hved by them, nor very ilLbeloved then by the peopie, by 
the good peopie ; and I believe I should have been more 
beloved if they had known the truths as things were 
before God, and in themselves^ and before divers of 
those gendemen whom I but now mentioned unto 
you." But this arbitrary power^ he continued^ he always 
desired to be freed from ; and if he had acquiesced in the 
'^instrument" of the protectorate, it was because it 
made the parliament a check on the protector, and the 
protector on the parliament ! *^ The next thing I 
promised you, wherein I hope I shall not be so long, 
(though I am sure this occasion does require plain- 
ness and freedom) is, that I brought not myself into 
this condition, as in my own apprehension I did 
not*; and that I did not, the things being true 



* I have quoted this passage that I may sut|oin in a note the admirable 
and most powerftil remarks that are made with evident reference to it hf 
the poet Cowley, in his famous Vision : — '*^Are we then," asks Cowley, •— 
flupposing Cromwell*s assertion believed that he had l>eoome, by his (^ce 
In the army, arbitrary in power,— ** are we so unhappy as to be conquered 
by the person twAom vae hired at a daUy rate, like a labourer ^ to conquer 
others for us f Did we furnish him with arms onUf to draw and try upon 
our enemies, and keep them for ever sheathed in the bowels qf his friends f 
Did vae fight for liberty against our prince, that we might become slaves to 
our servant f The right of conquest can only be exercised upon those 
against whom the war is declared, and the victory obtained. So that no 
whole nation can be said to be conquered but by a foreign force. In all 
civil wars, men are so far Arom stating the quarrel against their country, 
that they do it only against a person or pvty which they really believe, or 
at least pretend, to be pernicious to it ; neither can there be any just cause 
for the destruction of a part of the body, but when it is done for the presenr. 
ation and safety of the whole. 'T is our country Uiat raises men in the 
quarrel, our country that arms, our country that pays them, our country 
tnat authorises the undertaking, and that distinguimes it firom rapine and 
murder. Lastly,' *t is our country that directs and commands tne army, 
and is indeed their general. So that to say in civil wars that the prevailing 
party conquers their eountryt is to say the country conquers its^. And u 
the general only of that party be the conqueror, the army by which he it 
made so Is no tess conquered than the army lyhich is beaten, and have « 
little reason to triumph in that victory, by which they lose both their ho. 
nour and liberty. So tiiat if Cromwell conquered any party, it was only 
that against which he was sent ; and what that was must appear by his com. 
mission.*' As powerfully and conclusively, though in sui^rt of unsound 
views, does the vigorous hand of Cowley shatter the pretences which 
Cromwell founds throughout this speech, on the circumstance of authority 
having fallen to pieces, when he was requested to re-unite it. *' The go- 
vernment was broke : who broke it ? It was dissolved ; who dissolved 
it ? It was extinguished ; who was it but Cromwell, who not only put 
out the light, but east away even the very shufT of it ? As if a man should 
murder a whole fkmlly, and then possess himself of the whole house, be- 
CMiae 't ifl better that be« than that only rats, should live there I " 

T 4 
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which I have told you^ I submit it to your judg- 
mentj and there shall I leave it^ let God do what he 
pleaSeth. The other things I say that I am to speak to 
you of, are, that / have not, nor do not bear wit- 
ness to myself. I am far from alluding to Him that 
said so ; yet truth concerning a member of his He will 
own^ though men do not. But I think, if I mistake 
not, I Juive a chud of witnesses. I think so, let men he 
as f toward as they will. I have witness within, with- 
out, and above." 

These witnesses he then summoned forth in order. 
He had, he said, God for a witness above, and his own 
conscience for a witness within. Then, for his ^^doud of 
witnesses" without, he had all those who attended when 
he took the oath of fidelity to the ^^ instrument ;" he 
had the officers in the army in the three nations, who 
testified their approbation by their signatures ; the city 
of London, which feasted him ; the counties, cities, and 
boroughs, that had sent him addresses; the judges, 
magistrates, and sheriffs, who acted by his commission ; 
and the very men who now stood before him, for they 
came there in obedience to his writ, and under the ex- 
press condition that ^^ the persons so chosen should not 
have power to change the government as settled in one 
single person and the parliament." He averred to them, 
finally, that he would not dispute that they were " a 
free parliament/* free to deliberate for the general wel- 
fare; but added, that there were some things funda- 
mental, from which they were not at liberty to depart. 
' These were four : the government by a single person 
and a parliament ; that parliaments should be successive, 
and not attempt to make themselves perpetual ; liberty 
of conscience, and the vesting of the power of the 
sword and of the militia in the single person and the 
parliament. And here he paused for an instant, witli a 
remark on one of these fundamentals — only to show the 
more clear-sighted of his listeners, though in reality de. 
signed to throw dust in their eyes, what little chance there 
was, in his thorough knowlec^e of what was right, that 
he would ever, by- any mistake, diverge into it. ^^Is not 
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liberty of conscience in religion a fundamental? So 
long as there is liberty of conscience for the supreme 
magistrate to exercise his conscience in erecting what 
form of church government he is satisfied he should set 
up, why should he not give it to others ? Liberty of 
conscience U a natural right ; and he that would have 
it, ought to give it ; having liberty to settle what he 
likes for the public. Indeed that hath been one of the 
vanities of our contest. Every sect saith, Oh I give me 
liberty. But give him it, and, to his power, he will not 
yield it to any body else. Where is our ingenuity ! 
truly that is a thing ought to be very reciprocal." 

These fundamentals, he added in conclusion, he had 
thought so plain, that he had not conceived it necessary 
that he should require of the members the owning of 
their call, and the authority which had brought them 
together, previously to their entering the place of their 
deliberations. But they had obhged him to come to 
another conclusion ; and he had accordingly put a stop 
to their entrance into the parliament house, and caused 
a recognition of the government to be prepared, which it 
would be necessary for every member to sign in the lobby, 
before he would be allowed to advance farther. The 
recognition was a simple engagement to be true and 
faithful to the lord protector and commonwealth of 
England, Scotland, and Ireland, and iwt to consent to 
an alteration of the government, as it was settled in one 
person and a parliament. 

The members left the painted chamber confusedly^ 
and again repaired to the door of their own house. 
They found a guard of soldiers stationed there, and on 
a table in the adjoining lobby a parchment lying for 
signatures. An officer of the army had been appointed 
.to take their subscriptions ; and, one by one, as they 
conformed themselves to this requisition^ they were to 
be allowed to enter. Lenthal, the speaker, at once ad- 
vanced and signed. Bradshaw, Scot, and Haselrig^ 
with an indignant protest of defiance and scorn, turned 
their backs on the degrading scene, and were followed 
by about a hundred men. The rest, either on the spot^ 



282 BRITISH STATESMEN. 

or after some days' inducement from the army and tiie 
comrt, consented to sign the recc^nition. These amounted 
to nearlythree hundred. Subsequent events showed, how>- 
ever, that they had signed it with a mental reservatioD. 

This parliament now loses its daim to our respect, 
but, as the reader wiH find, not altogether to our interest. 
Before it resumed its deliberations, an ominous occur- 
rence had befallen CromweU. Among the presents he 
had received from foreign princes, were six handsome 
grey Friesland coach horses, from the duke of (^den- 
burgh. The humour took him one day to dine with 
Thurloe under the shade of the park, and afterwards to 
try, with his own hand, the mettle of these horses, '^ not 
doubting,** observes Ludlow with bitter sarcasm, ^' but 
the three pair of animals he was about to drive would 
prove as tame as the three nations which were ridden 
by him." The result was curious, and will be best 
related in the langui^e of the time. 

The Dutch ambassadors thus write to their states- ge- 
neral : " After the sending away of our letters of last 
Friday, we were acquainted the next morning, which we 
heard nothing of the night before, that about that time a 
mischance happened to the lord protector, which might 
have been, in all likelihood, very fatal unto him, if God 
had not wonderfully preserved him. As we are inform* 
ed, the manner of it was thus : his highness, only 
accompanied with secretary Thurloe and some few of 
his gendemen and servants, went to take the air in 
Hyde Park, where he caused same dishes of meat to be 
brought; where he made his dinner y and afterwards had 
a desire to drive the coach himself, having put only the 
secretary into it, being those six horses which the earl 
of Old^iburgh had presented unto his highness, who 
drove pretty handsomely for some time ; but at last, pro- 
voking those horses too much with the whip, they grew 
unruly, and ran so fast that the postillion coidd not 
hold them in ; whereby his highness was flung out of 
the coach-box upon the pole, upon which he lay willi 
his body^ and afterwards fell upon the ground. His 
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foot getting hold in the tackling^ he was carried away a 
good while in that posture^ during which a pistol toent 
off in his pocket ; hut at last he got his foot clear^ and 
so came to escape^ the coach passing away without 
hurting him. He was presently brought home^ and let 
blood ; and, after some rest taken^ he is now pretty well 
again. The secretary^ being hurt on his ankle with 
leaping out of the eoach^ hath been forced to keep his 
chamber hitherto^ and been unfit for any business ; so 
that we have not been able to further or expedite any 
business this week/' 

A second description^ from another of the ambassa- 
dors now waiting in London the pleasure of the lord 
protector, shows the suspicion of falsehood which had 
begun to attach to whatever Thurloe and the lord pro- 
tector were concerned in ! "1 have not yet any thing 
to write unto you of my negotiation. It was referred 
six days ago, under pretence of an accident happened 
to the lord protector and the secretary of state, in a 
promenade, wherein the first took the place of his 
coachman; and, his horses running away with him, 
he was flung out of the box amongst the horses; 
and, if his shoe had not broken or slipped ofi^, the 
misfcM-tune had been entire. He got off only with 
some bruises, and was likewise no ways hurt with 
a pistol that went off in his pocket. During this dis- 
order the secretary of state sat in the coach, who, en- 
deavouring to get out, sprained his foot, which was aU 
the harm that happened to him. Both of them do not 
forbear to keep their beds, nor to busy themselves also," 
A third ambassador seems infected with the same mys- 
terious doubts. " No doubt you have heard of the ac- 
cident happened to the protector, who, being in the 
park in his coach, got up into the box ; and, his horses 
being unruly, they flung him out of his throne, and he 
had like to have been racked alive. This doth afford 
matter of speculation to some, and discourses toothers. His 
enemies speak him to he very HI, and his friends, in health,** 

Finally, a mention of the circumstance in two letters 
of Paris royalists to Charles's court shows the bitter 
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hopei it had awalcened there. One prophniea that u 
the new protector's first fill had been from a coach, k> 
his second would be from a cart ! And a second wrttea 
! moderately, thus; "We hear of a miafortune 
len the lord protector for playing the coachman, 
bad better have sat in his chur in the painted 
iber to goTeni the parliament, whieh ia more ph- 
lo his pleamre, than in the coach-box to goTem 
coach-horses, which hare more courage to put him 
if the box than the three hundred members of par- 
ent have to {mt him oat of his chair. ' Est malum 
], et ah animalibus forsan discent esemplum ; qui 
, Tideat ne cadat' "• 

the general mass of the English people, this acei- 
neither taught a jest nor a prophecy, hut revealed 

» of melancholy ugnificance. The explosion of 
liatol in Cromwell's pocket betrayed the dangers 
■h beset him in the midst of all his glory — the 
iting sense of insecnrity which follows inordinate am- 
n.t Iti the incident itself, too, they mighthave seen 
ice the headlong de^ie to purchase relief from over- 
hened thoughts, and the fantastical tricks he would 
to assume the mere power of doing any thing, 
nwell had now forfeited all old claims to envy. 
Iran his broken parUament — the parliament be had 
id under the muskets of his soldiery, the fragment 
he/ree assembly he had welcomed on his fortunate 

, ess. ej*. &C. TJiv court itewapaHia neper aUuded to the KCldcnt^ 
A t lubKquent date 1 and one or the numbetleu ipLct spploj'Hl bj 

iibJA HObLCeiiAQ miniilar ; but they had a viy to pierce tt, ivhich 
hli:_To tike Knae piliiei oFpstipec (ohlle the twu), and itcep 

irftraini wJtii the powder, wherevLth aT^atoll li chngHl^ bihI thmt 

1 will caiTT lerell twice a trte at bet^ } and IhereTon^ bj come. 
». pelc« twice H deep. Thli minliln preached befim h» higfa- 
l Hampton Court ; and, being Invited M b«K bli blgknei net. 
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day — had found strength to turn once more against hitn. 
If it showed in this^ as his partisans asserted, the mean- 
ness of the worm^ it at least showed no less its desperate 
vitality ! The first thing it did on reassembling^ was to 
come to a resolution that the " recognition " did not 
comprehend the whole of the instrument of the l6th of 
December^ but simply the government of the common- 
wealth by a single person and successive parliaments. 
Then, a few days after^ with a somewhat absurd at- 
tempt to maintain what they called the dignity of* the 
house^ they converted , the whole of Cromwell's base 
transaction into a proceeding of their own^ coining to a 
resolution^ that ^^all persons who shall be returned to serve 
in this parliament^ shall^ before they are admitted to 
sit^ subscribe the recognition of government" ! Next we 
find them in committee voting that the supreme legis- 
lative authority should reside in a lord protector and 
parliament; and^ the day following^ with a most ridi- 
culous affectation of independence, that Cromwell should 
be the protector. Then, having determined that essen- 
tial pointy they proceeded to analyse the instrument itself, 
article by article^ and occupied themselves in committee 
on this business to the 8th of November ! One day they 
had the important question to vote whether the pro- 
tectorship was to be hereditary^ or for life only, and in 
what manner, and by what authority^ a new protector 
was to be named ; on another day, whether any law 
could be made^ or tax imposed, for the future^ except 
in parliament ; and in what hands the power of de- 
claring war and making peace was to be vested I The 
former question^ I should add, had originat<ed chiefly in 
the accident just described^ and which naturally led to 
a consideration of the probable consequences of the 
death of Cromwell. 

The court party first started the pointy and Crom- 
well had so managed to cajole Lambert with some secret 
understanding, as is supposed, for a special exception or 
reservation in his favour, that on the morning of the 
day appointed for the debate^ when all the court de- 
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pendants had mustered their utmost force^ to the amaze- 
ment of every one^ who supposed it the secret aim o( 
Lambert to strike for the protectorate on CromwelFs 
deaths that officer rose^ and haying detailed in a long 
and elaborate speech the miseries of an elective, and the 
merits of an hereditary succession, moved that the office 
of protector should be limited to the family of Oliver 
Cromwell^ according to the known law of inheritance. 
A long and very vivid debate followed^ and closed^ to 
the alarm and confusion of the court, in a division of 
two hundred for the elective chief magistracy^ and only 
sixty for the hereditary. It was resolved at the same 
time that, on the death of the protector^ his successor 
should be chosen by the parliament if it were sitting, 
and by the council in the absence of parliament. 

It is dear that Cromwell, the instant after this vote, 
took the resolution on which he acted some three 
months later. He shotired no sign of impatience or 
interference^ smiled when the vote was officially commu- 
nicated to him, and said that the parliament should 
proceed. 

They proceeded accordingly. Cromwell had innsted^ 
the reader will recollect^ on four fundamentals, and re- 
quired that on these a final negative on the acts of the 
legislature should be reserved to him ; on aU others his 
power, under his own instrument of government, ex- 
tended no farther than to suspend for twenty days their 
decrees from being acknowledged as law. The article 
concerning these negatives was the next matter taken 
up, and upon a point which, in its result at leasts 
seemed to realise a farce of much ado about nothing. 
The opposition party insisted, that the bills upon 
which the protector should be entitled to this preroga^ 
tive should be of a sort, containing in them something 
'' contrary to such matters wherein the parliament 
shall think fit to give a negative to the protector." 
The court-party urged as an amendment, that the 
words should be, '' contrary to such matters wherein 
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the single person and the parliament shaU declare a 
negative to he in the single person/^ * The debate 
was ardently conducted on both sidea^ and closed with 
a majority on the side of the opposition, the numbers 
being 109 to 85. 

Nothing could exceed the apparent distress of the 
court-party in the house at this vote.f It had^ they 
swore^ as far as a vote could do it^ deposed the executive 
magistrate from his office. Lord Broghil declared it 
was so mortal a wound to the government^ that he 
would willingly have redeemed it with a pound of his 
blood. Then followed dark threats about the neces- 
sity of a dissolution^ and at these the majority quailed. 
Next day the amendment of the court^party was car- 
ried without a division ! and^ most ridiculous to add^ 
three days after^ the negatives were taken into farther 
consideration ; the friends of the protector were twi6e 
left in a minority upon questions of the same impwt 
as in the former instance ; and again^ on the day fol- 
lowing these, a second amendment was carried, revers- 
ing a second time the obnoxious vote. 

Their subsequent proceedings, which had about as 
much dignity, and as much annoyance in them, 
may be briefly described.;^ Having brought their 
discussions on the act of settlement to a dose at last, 
it was moved by the court-party, that, before the act 
of settlement was engrossed, a conference should be 
had with the protector on the subject ; but it was car- 
ried against them by a majority of 107 to 95» Then, 
with a new start of courage, they voted that this bill 
should be a law, without needing the protector's oon- 

• Godwin, vol. ii. p. 137. 

t It may be explained in some sort, by keeping in mind the doctrine of 
Cromwell himself, that he was, whatever concessions he might consent to 
make, soleW and exclusiTely the fountain of all the government that ex- 
isted, and that the parliament derived its privileges ttota him and his writ. 
Taken in this sense, the otherwise very fine distinction between the nega- 
tive ** which the parliament might think fit to give," and that " which the 
single person and the parliament should declare to be already in existence,'* 
becomes dear enough. 

t In the midst of 'them, it may be worth while to mention, the death of 
the famous Selden created much interest among those who recollected and 
appreciated hi« noble tervioes to the cause. 
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aent. Next day^ however^ they became conyinced that 
they had gone too far^ and directed that it should be 
engrossed^ in order to its being presented to him for 
his consideration and consent. As a sort of set off to 
this^ it was at the same time decided, that unless the 
protector and parliament should agree to the whole 
and every part of the biU^ it should be void and of no 
effect. 

Void and of no effect the protector had already re« 
solved it should be ! He only waited a good opportunity 
for the movement he had already projected ; and it 
soon came. 

Having passed various resolutions in revision of the 
ordinances promulgated before they met^ — having 
canvassed in a most troublesome spirit sundry ar- 
rangements of the executive^ — having interfered with 
several assessments which had been thought by Crom- 
well essential to the public service^ — they manifested 
a decidedly restive spirit in the matter of supplies. 
This was the opportunity for which Cromwell alone 
had waited. He summoned the house once more 
to meet him in the painted chamber. This was oa 
the 22d of January^ and not till twelve days later could 
the term of five months' existence^ secured to the par- 
liament mider the protectorate, possibly expire. The 
members went up to the painted chamber^ therefore^ 
in the natural expectation of an angry remonstrance^ 
but the still paramount security, that till the 3d of 
February at leasts they should remain a parliament. 

Cromwell having saluted them with an expression of 
displeasure and contempt, at once began his address^ 
which was conceived in the most masterly and subtle 
spirit of praise and flattery to the people, and of scorn 
and defiance to them. ^^ Gentlemen, — I perceive you 
are here as the house of parliament^ by your speaker, 
whom I see here, and by your faces, which are, in 
a great measure, known to me. When I first met you 
in this room, it was, to my apprehension, the hopeful- 
lest day that ever mine eyes saw, as to considerations of 
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this world : for I did look at (as wrapt up in you, to. 
gether with myself) the hopes and the happiness of 
(though not the greatest, yet a very great, and) the 
best people in the world ; and truly and unfeignedly I 
thought so. A people that have the highest and the 
dearest profession among them of the greatest glory^ viz. 
religion ; a people that hkve heen, like other nations, 
sometimes up and sometimes down in our honour ia 
the worlds but yet never so low but we might measure 
with other nations ; a people that have had a stamp 
upon them from God ! God havings as it were, summed 
up all our former glory and honour, in the things that 
are of glory to nations, in an epitome, within these ten 
or twelve years last past, so that we knew one another 
at home^ and are weU known abroad,** 

What, he then asked^ had they done as a parlia- 
ment ? He never had played, he never would play^ the 
orator ; and^ therefore, he would tell them frankly, they 
had done nothing. For five months they had passed 
no bill, had made no address, had held no communica* 
tion with him. As far as concerned them, he had 
nothing to do but to pray that God would enlighten 
their minds^ and give a blessing to their labours. But 
had they then done nothing ? Yes : they had en* 
couraged the cavaliers to plot against the common- 
wealth, and the levellers to intrigue ivith the cavaliers. 
By their dissensions they had aided the fanatics to throw 
the nation into confusion, and by the slowness of their 
proceedings had compelled the soldiers to live at free 
quarters on the country. The result, he thus forcibly 
and eloquently described. 

*' There be some trees that will not grow under the 
shadow of other trees ; there be some that chuse (a 
man may say so by way of illusion) to thrive under the 
shadow of other trees. I will tell you what hath thriven, 
I will not say what you have cherished^ under your 
shadow; that were too hard. Instead of peace and 
settlement, instead of mercy and truth being brought to- 
gether, righteousness and peace kissing each other^ by 

VOL. VII, V 
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reconciling the honest people of these nations^ and 
settling the woful distempers that are amongst ns, 
which had been glorious things^ and worthy of Christians 
to have proposed^ — weeds and nettles^ briars and thorns, 
have thriyen under your shadow. Dissettlement and 
division^ discontent and dissatisfaction^ together with 
real dangers to the whole^ have been more multiplied 
within ^ose five months of your sitting, than in some 
years before. Foundations have been also laid for the 
future renewing the troubles of these nations^ by all 
the enemies of it abroad and at home. Let not ihete 
words seem too sharp, for they are true as any ma^e- 
maticai demonstrations are or can be. I say, the ene- 
mies of the peace of these nations, abroad and at home; 
the discontented humours throughout these nations, 
which I think no man will grudge to call by that name, 
or to make to allude to briars and thorns ; thep have 
nourished themselves under your shadow." 

He next referred to the question of the protector- 
ship, and said they supposed, no doubt, that he had 
sought to make it hereditary. With unblushing ef- 
frontery, and a faith in his powers of delusion, which 
constituted in itself a perfect miracle, he told them that 
this waa not trite I 

" I will not presage what you have been about or doing 
in all this time, nor do I love to make conjectures ; bat 
I must tell you this, that as I undertake this govern- 
ment in the simplicity of my heart, and as before God^ 
and to do the part of an honest man^ and to be true to 
the interest which, in my conscience, is dear to many of 
you, (though it is not always understood what God in 
his wisdom may hide from us, as to peace and settle- 
ment,) so I can say, that no particular interest, either of 
myself, estate, honor, or family, are, or have been, pre* 
valent with me to this undertaking. For if you had^ 
upon the old government, offered to me this one, this 
one thing, (I speak, as thus advised, and before Gt)d, 
as having been to this day of this opinion ; and this hath 
been my constant judgment, well known to many that 
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hear me speak, )-^if this one thing had been'inserted — 
this one thing that the government should have been 
placed in my family hereditarily — I would have rejected 
it! and I could have done no other, according to my 
present conscience and light. I wiD tell you my reason, 
though I cannot tell what God will do with me, nor you, 
nor tiie nation, for throwing away precious opportunities 
committed to us. This hath been my principle, and I 
liked it when this government came first to be proposed 
to me, that it puts us qff that hereditary way ; well 
looking that as God had dedared what goremment he 
had delivered over to the Jews, and placed it upon «uch 
persons as«had been instrumental for the conduct and 
deliverance of his people, and considering that promise 
in Isaiah, that God would give rulers as at the first, and 
judges as at the beginning, — I did not know but that God 
might begin ; and though at present with a mostunworthy 
person, yet, as to the future, it might be, after that 
manner ; and I thought this might usher it in. I am 
speaking as to my judgment against making it heredi- 
tary ; to have men chosen for their Iqve to God, and to 
truth and justice, and not to have it hereditary ; for as 
it is in £cclesiastes, who knoweth whether he may beget 
a fool or a wise man, honest or not ? Whatever they 
be, they must come in on that account, becaui^ the go- 
vernment is made a patrimony.'' 

The motive for these desperate assertions was to 
enable him, after that day's action, to keep ji fair ap- 
pearance before the country ; and their sole justification 
was the end he hoped one day to accomplish in behalf 
of God and God s people. Hence, he did not scruple 
to add, in an expression I may not venture to cha- 
racterise, that he spoke in the fear of the Lord who 
would not be mocked, and with the satisfaction that his 
conscience did not belie his assertion. The different 
revolutions which had happened, he then observed, 
were attributed to his cunning. How blind were men 
who would not see the hand of Providence in its mer- 
ciful dispensations I men, who even ridiculed as visions 
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of enthusiasm^ observations " made by the quickening^ 
and teaching Spirit " ! After this^ he .went at once to 
the object for which he had summoned the members 
before them^ and to the amazement of his heareirs^ 
deliberately argued on the consequences of an imme- 
diate dissolution of their authority ! 

It might be thought^ forsooth, that without the aid of 
parliament^ the protectorate could not raise money. He 
knew better. '^ I did think, also, for myself, that I am 
like to meet with difficulties; and that this nation will not, 
as it is fit it should not, be deluded with pretexts of neces- 
sity in that great business of raising of money : and were 
it not that I can make some dilemmas, upon which to 
resolve some things of my conscience, judgment, and 
actions, I should sink at the very prospect of my encoun- 
ters. Some of them are general, some are more special. 
Supposing this cause, or this business, must be carried 
on, it is either of God, or of man ; if it be of man, I 
would I had never touched it with a finger. If I had 
not had a hope fixed in me that this cause, and this 
business, is of God, I would many years ago have run 
from it ; if it be of God, he will bear it up ; if it be of 
man, it will tumble ; as every thing that hath been of 
man since the world began hath done. And what are 
all our histories, and other traditions of actions in 
former times, but God manifesting himself, that he hath 
shaken, and tumbled down, and trampled upon, every 
thing that he hath not planted ? And as this is, so the 
All- wise God deal with it. If this be of human struc- 
ture and invention, and if it be an old plotting and con. 
trivance to bring things to this issue, and that they are 
not the births of Providence, then they will tumble : 
but if the Lord take pleasure in England, and if he will 
do us good, he is able to bear us up. Let the difficulties 
be whatsoever they will, we shall, in his strength, be 
able to encounter with them. And, bless God, I have 
been inured to difficulties , and I never found God fail^ 
ing when I trusted in him : I can laugh and sing in my 
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fieart when I apeak of these things to you, or elsewhere. 
And though some may think it is an hard things with, 
out parliamentary authority^ to raise money upon this 
•nation^ yet I have another argument to the good peo-^ 
pie of this nation^ if they would he safe and have no 
better principle^ whether they prefer the having of 
their will^ though it be their destruction^ rather than 
comply with things of neoessitt ? That will excuse 
me ; but I should wrong my native country to suppose 
this." 

Necessity — that was his plea — and if it were an* 
ewered that the necessity was of his own creation^ he 
should answer — No ! It was of God ! It was the con'- 
sequence of Go^s providence ! No marvel was it, he 
added^ if men who lived on their masses and service- 
books^ their dead and carnal worship^ were strangers to 
the works of God; but, for those who had been in. 
fitracted by the Spirit of God^ to adopt the same lan- 
guage^ and say that men were the cause of these things, 
when God had done them; this^ this, he solemnly 
warned them, was more than the Lord would bear! 
But now he had simply to communicate his determina- 
tion. They had sat long enough^ he thought^ for the 
benefit of England; and now^ therefore^ he declared 
them dissolved ! 

For everything but this his listeners were prepared. 
They claimed their term of five months by the lord 
protector's own law. They were answered^ that that 
term was meant to be counted as in the arrangements 
of military service^ by calendar and not lunar months ; 
and that^ as the soldiers were paid^ so should their 
existence be measured out. They had no reply to 
make to this deliberate artifice, but at once to go sul- 
lenly to their several homes, and leave their country 
once i^ain to the absolute despotism of Cromwell. 

And an absolute despotism he at once established. 
The opportune and most natural occurrence of several 
conspiracies against him after this third dissolution^ 

u 3 
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formed what he thought would seem to be a suffieient 
motive^ and most certainly prove a more than suffideiii; 
defence! 

The congpiradea exploded from two dii!«?reBt quar* 
lers — the republican sections of the lurmy^ and the 
royalists of ^ northern and western counties. The 
first embraced projects for the surprisal of Cromwell's 
person, and for the seizure of the castle of Edinburgh^ of 
Hull, Portsmouth, and other places of strength. But 
spies, paid by Thurloe^ were in every regiment ; and 
no movement occurred that was not previously known 
to Cromwell. All officers of doubtful fidelity were at 
once dismissed ; every regiment was purged of its ques* 
tionable men ; colonel Wildman was surprised in the 
very act of dictating to his secretary a declaration 
against the government of a most hostile and infiam- 
matory tendency; and lord Grey of Groby> colonela 
Alured^ Overton, and others, were arrested^ of whom 
some remained long in severe and infamous confine* 
ment, while others were permitted to go at large^ on 
giving security for their peaceable behaviour. The 
tyrant did not yet dare to bring to the scaffi>ld his old 
associates of Naseby and Maniton Moor. 

The royalist plot, though more extensive, proved to 
be still more harmless. It was headed by Wilmot, just 
then created earl of Rocheister^ sir Henry Slingsl^, sir 
Richard Maleverer, and colonel Penruddock ; and, after 
a moment's occupation of Salisbury^ was dispersed by a 
captain with only a few companies of infantry. The 
mass of the people were stUl, as I have before described 
them, indifferent. It is, at the same time, recorded of 
the inhabitants of Salisbury, in particular, that they 
were disgusted with the brutal purpose of the royalists 
(during the momentary occupation) to hang the judges 
of assize whom they surprised in the town. Of the 
prisoners, the most distinguished were executed, though 
they had surrendered the town under regular articles 
of war. The remainder were sold for slaves to Bar* 
badoes, a favourite policy with Cromwell, pursued first 
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in his Imh campaigns, and carried en through the 
whole of the protectorate.* 

And now followed a regular and elaborate project of 
defpotism^ deliberately planned^ and resolutely executed. 
It was heralded by a few precautionary measures which 
aerved to pr^are the way for it. Thc»Be were to forbid 
all ejected and sequestered clergymen of the church of 
En^and to teach as schoolmasters or tutors, or to 
preach or use the church service as ministers either in 
public or private ; to order all priests belonging to the 
church of Rome to quit the kingdom imder pain of 
death ; to banish all cavaliers and catholics to the dis- 
tance of twenty milea from the metropolis ; to prohibit 
the publication in print of any news or intelligence 
without permission from the secretary of state t; and to 
place in confinement most of the nobility and principal 
gentry in England, till they could produce bail for their 
good behaviour and future appearance! Among the 
first who were apprehended were the earl of Newport ; 
lord Willoughby of Parharo, brother-in-law of White»- 
locke ; and Geoffiry Palmer^ at once one of the most 
eminent and eccentric of the royalist lawyers still re- 
siding in England, and whom the restoration afterwards 
revived. They were committed to the Tower. The 
earl of Lindsey and lord Lovelace were imprisoned at 
Banbury. Then followed the arrest of the marquis of 
Hertford, the earl of Northampton, viscount Falkland, 
the lords St. John, Petre, Coventry, Maynard, and 

*Tbe fbllowinfftad and ligniflcant extract i« from a Paris letter of this 
date : — " Here is nothing more now, but many Irish come A-om Ireland 
daily, into the service of prince Cond6, with the most sad stories of the 
English usage to the natives that ever I beard of; parents taken from their 
wives and children, and sent into the English plantations : the children 
ttarve in utitdemesses, and some knocked to death. If all be true it cannot 
be the protector will leave it impuni."— Thurloe, vol. ii. p. 160. 

f Up to this time, as has been already stated, there were eight weekly 
newspapers, the minority in favour of the government, but two of them, in a 
certain degree, hostile to the measures now pursued. ** They expressed 
their opposition, however,** aslMr. Godwin very properly remarks, " for the 
most part in a very subdued style, and had by no means lately broken out 
into great intemperance.** After this ordinance, which destroyed, what re- 
mained of the liberty of the press, only the Mercurius Poiiticus, by Mar. 
chamont Nedham, and a new one now started, called the Public Intelli. 
gencer, by the same writer, appear to have been published. It if, indeed, 
wA easy to conceive a measure of a more infamous character. 

u 4 



S9^ BRITISH STAT ESMEN . 

Lucas^ and above fifty commoDers. The names of eart 
Rivers^ and the earl of Peterborough^ were subsequently 
added. 

All this occurred within a few weeks^ and was spe- 
eially and openly designed by Cromwell to break the 
spirits of men^ and to prepare them for what he had in 
reserve ; for^ against the majority of the royalists ar- 
rested thus^ he did not scruple to confess afterwards 
that he had no specific charge to make. The first part 
of the great despotic scheme followed rapidly^ in the 
shape of an ordinance^ solely levelled against the ad- 
herents of the Stuarts. It declared that '^ all who had 
ever borne arms for the king, or declared themselves to 
be of the royal party, should be decimated; that is, pay a 
tenth part of all the income or estate which they had left, 
to support the charge which the commonwealth was put 
to by the unquietness of their temper^ and the just 
cause of jealousy which they had administered." This 
Was an infamous violation of every provision in the act 
of oblivion, passed with Cromwell's own most strenuous 
assistance by the statesmen, and an outrage upon every 
larger provision of natural equity or justice. But it 
was only the beginning of an end more terrible. 

This declared itself, within a few weeks after, by a 
most comprehensive completion of the scheme of ty- 
ranny. While brooding over it, and all the desperate 
cruelty and injustice it involved, the lord protector 
found it necessary to vent what he fancied was the real 
lowliness 'and submissiveness of his honest and affec- 
tionate heart, to his son-in-law, Fleetwood. He sent 
him accordingly, to his government in Ireland, the fol. 
lowing most characteristic letter : " Dear Charles, 
— I write not often. At once I desire thee to 
know, I most dearly love thee, and indeed my heart 
is plaine to thee, as thy heart can well desire ; let 
nod!iing shake thee in this. 7V^ wretched jealosies 
that are amongst us, and the spirit of calumny, turn 
all into gall and wormewood. My hart is for the 
people of God ; that the Lord knows^ and I trust will 
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(m due time) manifest ; yet thence are my wounds^ 
which, though it grieves me, yet (through the Grace of 
God) doth not discourage me totally. Many good men 
are repining at every thing, though indeed very many 
good, well satisfyed and satisfying daily. The will of 
the Lord will hring forth good in due time. . • Ifs re-* 
ported, that you are to be sent for, and Harry to be 
Deputy, which truely never entred into my heart. The 
Lord knows, my desire was for him and his Brother to 
have liv*d private lives in the Country ; and Harry 
knows this very weU, and how difficultly I was per- 
swaded to give him his Commission for his present pl^ce* 
This I say was from a simple and sincere heart. Th% 
noyse of my being crown'd, S^e* are like malitious fig-^ 
meats. . • . Use this hearer, Mr. Brewster, kindly ; let 
him he neare you ; indeed he is a very holy ahle man> 
trust me, you will find him so; he was a hosome 
Friend of Mr. Tillinghurst, ask him of him, you will 
therehy know Mr. Tillinghurst's spirit. This Gentle- 
man brought him to me a little before he died, and Mr* 
Cradock, Mr. Throughton, a Godly Minister, being by, 
with himselfe, who cried shame. Dear Charles, my 
dear love to thee, and to my dear Biddie, who is a joy to 
my hart, for what I hear of the Lord in her. Bid her 
be cheerfuU and rejoyce in the Lord once and again ; if 
she knows the Covenant thoroughly she cannot but doe ; 
for that transaction is, without her, sure and steadfast 
between the Father and the Mediator in his Blood; 
therefore leaning upon the Son, or looking to him> 
thirsting after him, imbracing him., we are his seed, and 
the covenant is sure to all the seed ; the compact is for 
the seed ; God is bound in faithfulness to Christ, and in 
him to us. The covenant is without us — a transaction 
between God and Christ — look up to it ! God ingageth 
in it to pardon us^ to write his law on our heart, to plant 
his fear, that we shall never depart from him. Wee 
under all our sins and infirmities can dayly offer a per. 
feet Christ, and thus we have peace, and safety, and ap* 
prehension of lovei from a Father iu Covenant^ whp 
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cannot d^Bj himselfe :' and tnilf in this is all mj Sal- 
TitioD, KDd this helps roe to be«r roj great burtlienB. . . 
^ you AotM a mind to come over m& your dear Wife, 
^, take yovr beet opportunity fVr the good of the pub- 
hek and gour own eonvenienee. The Lord bless you 
all. Prey for me, that the Lord would direct and keep 
me his servant. I hlest the Loid, I am not my own, 
but my condition tofieeh and hlaod it very hard. Pray 
for me, 1 do for you all ; commend me to all friends, 
I rest, your loving Father, Oliver P." 

Fleetwood accepted the invitation, came over to 
London, and never returned to his Irish government. 
His wily father-in-law had merely wished to see him, to 
eSbct, by his powers of persuasion, what Fleetwood 
would have Ksented widi pconi and indignation if 
attempted in any other way. The real truth was, that 
Cromwell had already podtively resolved that his son 
Henry should be Irish deputy — an office for which 
Fleetwood had proved hinuelf incapable — and shortly 
after Fleetwood's return, Henry proceeded to Ireland ! 

The consummate ability with which he there ad- 
ministered the government of the protectorate ia not a 
subject for diicunsion in these pages. As I ahall not 
again return to it, however, it may he as well to show, 
in a private letter from the protector to his son, the 
relation of assistance and advice which from this period 
till Oliver's death subsisted between them. Shortly 
after his departure, the following letter was despatched 
to him. It refers to the disafiected, and embodies ex- 
cellent advice — "moderation and love" to Ludlow and 
the rqiublicans, caution and detention in the case of 
Mervin and the royalisia, 

" Some, — I have seen y letter writt unto M'' Secre- 
tary Thurloe, and doe finde thereby that you are very 
appreheneive of the carriage of some persons with you, 
towards yo'self and the publique aflkires. I doe bekeve 
there may be some particular persons, who are not very 
well pleased w'<> the present condition of thinges, and 
■nay be apt to shew their discontents as they have oppor- 
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tunitye ; but this shauld not make too great impressions 
|q yoUf Tyme and patienoe may worke them to a better 
frame of spirit and bring them to see that vf^ for the 
present seemes to be hid from ihem; especial^ if ikey 
shail see ycf" moderation and love towards them, whilst 
they are found in other ways towards yom; which I ear* 
nestly desier you to studye and endeaTour all that lyes 
iu you^ whereof both you and I too shall have the com* 
forty whatsoever the issue and event thereof be» . . . For 
what you write of more help, 1 have longe endeavoured 
it^ and shall not be wanting to send you some further 
addition to the Councell, as soone as Men^can he found 
out who are fit for jf trust. I am alsoe thinkinge of 
sending over to you a fitt person who may command the 
north of Ireland, yr^^ I believe stands in great need of 
one* And I am of y' opinion that Tiev^ and Col. Mer<9 
vin are very dangerous persons, and may be made the 
heads of a new Rebellion : and therefore I would have 
you move the CouneeU, that they be secured in some 
very safe place, and the farther out of their own Coun- 
tyes the better. I commend you to the Lord, and rest 
your aflE** father, Oliver, P." 

The ex-governor, Fleetwood, meanwhile, presented 
himself, with Desborough, as ready took for the pro* 
tector's purpose in his great despotic plan. He laid the 
base of it in the already subsisting old English miUtia 
arrangements. It was feasible, by their means, he saw, 
to divide England and Wales, with little trouble, into 
ten or twelve districts, and to place over the militia of 
each of these dis&icts an officer, with the name of 
m&jor-general* This plan was carried on with the 
utmost secrecy for more than two months, and only 
openly declared when ripe for execution. It was then 
announced, by a vote of the protector's council, that the 
command of militia, in ten districts that were named, 
should be'intrusted to Fleetwood, Desborough, Lambert, 
Whalley, Goffe, Skippon, eolond James Berry, colond 
Thomas Kelsey, cobnel William Boteler, and major 
Charles Worsley. To these were afterwards added 
Barkstead, lieutenant of the Tower, and admiral Daw- 



atricts were, by aDother vote, apportioned 
twood had the coundes of Oxford, Bucks, 
oik, Suffolk} Ebkx, and Cambtidge, being 
ippoint colonel Henry HsineB aB hia de- 
lur last. Lambert, having received the 
and into his charge, was allowed, as a 
laa than Fleetwood, to appoint colonel 
rne for the countjes of York and Dur> 
nel Charles Howard, afterwards earl of 
umbMland, Westmorland, and Nordium' 
own name was merely reserved to p.re 
dignity to the afiUr. Whalley had the 
;he militia of the countieB of Liiicoln, 
Derby, Warwick, and Leicester ; Goffe, 
inia, and Berks ; SMppon, of London ; 
orceater, Hereford, Salop, and North 
r, of Kent and Surrey ; Boteler, of North- 
rd, Huntingdon, and Rutland ; Worsley, 
lancaster, and Sta&brd ; Barkstead, of 
and Middlesex ; and Dawkins, of Mon- 
1 South Wales. 

rere the ostensible duties of these fonni- 
nerals f I will first give the substance 
al instructions, and then exhibit their 
in. They were, according to the former *, 
aur to suppress all tumults, insurrections, 
all other unlawful assemblies ; and, for 
a draw togethw their forces and troops, 
em to such places as they should jui^ 
lecondly, to take care and give orders 
ts, and others who had been in arms 
rliament, as well as all who were found 
he peace of the nation, should he de- 
arms, which should he secured in some 
;arriion, or otherwise disposed of. Thirdly, 
f a family, or householder, who was con— 
fi^cted, was to be required to give secn- 
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ntj, by his bond^ for the good behaviour of all hii9 
menial servants ; the servants being liable to be called 
to appear before the migor-general^ or his deputy^ at 
such time and place as either should appoint. Fourthly^ 
an office of register was to be set up in London^ where 
the names of all persons thus giving security were to be 
ento-ed^ together with their residence; and as often 
as they changed their abode, this was also to be 
punctually recorded^ and the notice communicated to 
the major-general of each district^ as the case mighl 
require. Fifthly, every person, whether foreigner or 
otherwise, who came from beyond sea, was required^ 
within twenty-four hours after his landing, to appear 
before the person whom the major-general of the dis-t 
trict should appoint in the different ports for that pur-t 
pose, to deliver his name, and an account of the place 
from whence he came, and to which he intended to go ; 
as also, if he came to Xiondon, to appear before the 
registrar there, and give an account of his lodging and 
his purpose ; all his removals from place to place being 
to be reciprocally communicated between the registrar in 
London and the major-generals in the different districts. 
Sixthly, the major-generals were to take an account of 
what had been done in execution of the ordinance 
against insufficient and scandalous ministers and schooL 
masters, to the end that no disaffected persons might 
be allowed in public teaching, or in the education of 
youth. To these were added certain articles, with which 
the instructions were concluded, as to highroads and 
robberies ; the execution of the laws against drunken- 
ness and blasphemy, and gaming houses and houses of 
ill fame ;• as well as respecting idle and loose persons, 
who had no visible means of subsistence; and they 
granted not only the power to apprehend thieves and 
robbers, but also to permit no horse-races, cock-fightings^ 
bear-baiting, or stage-plays, within the several counties. 
Such was the tenor of the instructions, as openly 
published in the papers of the time, and designed to 
convey the idea, as far as it was possible, of a kind of 
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general rural police and civil regulation. Appended to 
the commission of eacli, however^ were these ominous 
words^ with Crom well's signature : *' And you are to 
observe and follow tueh directions as you shall from 
time to time receive from ourself." The most essential 
portion of their instructions was, in truth, altogether 
secret; and in their subsequent correspondence with 
the government^ as we find it in Thurloe, can we alone 
discover the whole extent and object of this atrocious 
despotism. 

There we ascertain the plan of assessment^ by means 
of these took of tyranny, and the parties on whom it 
was imposed. They were empowered to summon be- 
fore them any persons whom they should consider as 
disaffected to the government^ or who had no callings 
or visible means of subsistence^ and require them to 
give an account of themselves and their property, which 
they then assessed to the state. They were at the same 
time autiiorised to receive information from any otiier 
quarters^ and, by that means, to correct any attempted 
misrepresentations of principles. Any disobedience to 
the major-generals made the offender liable to imprison- 
ment at the pleasure of the protector and council. The 
royalists; terrified at the extensive arrests and imprison, 
ments which took place among their brethren, and awed 
by the military 'preparations which were made to sub- 
due resistance, appear, from all the accounts that are 
preserved, to have promptiy obeyed the summons of 
these armed justices, and for the most part yielded 
quietiy to the assessments which were imposed upon them. 
There was indeed no hope of redress in any case. The 
sole appeal was reserved to the protector in council, and 
all privilege or appeal to the laws, was for ever barred 
and stopped. The major-generals, therefore, summoned 
whomsoever they pleased to appear before them as 
delinquents ; and it was fatal to slight their com- 
mands. They inquired into every man's estate and 
income, and assessed it to a tenth of its annual value ; 
if any one endeavoured to clear himself of deUnqtiency^ 
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tbey assumed the privilege of pronouncing upon th^ 
validity of his defence. They sent whom they pleased 
to prison^ and confined them where they pleased ; and 
it has heen remarked, hy Mr. Godwin^ as one of the 
general characteristics of Cromwell's government^ that 
those who were judged to he disaffected never succeeded 
in their endeavours to he set at large in due course of 
law.* 

But one or two individual cases will at once express 
the general iniquity* Worsley, for example^ thus 
writes to Thurloe from Stafford. " Yesterday we had 
a meeting at this town^ and I have made a good pro- 
gress in our business. We have assessed diverse, and 
the rest must ewpect it with all speed, I hope we shall 
pay our county troop out of what we have done already^ 
and provide you a considerable sum for other uses. We 
have sent out warrants to give notice to the whole 
county of our day of meetings when we shall sit upon 
the ordinance for the ejecting of scandalous ministers. 
We have disarmed the disaffected in this county. We 
shall fall of snapping some of our old blades that will not 
let us be quiet. We have found an estate of Penrud- 
dock's that was executed^ and have ordered it to be 
sequestrated. I hope shortly to give you a good account 
of the rest of the counties." Desborough writes in 
equal spirits with his infamous work. '^ Yesterday 
we proceeded upon taxing seven or eight of this county, 
amongst whom was sir James Thynn^ who was at first 
a little averse, and did plead as much innocency as my 
lord Seymour hath done ; but at last, having no refuge, 
was constrained to comply , and I think of those eight 
that we have already dealt withal, tJte sum wiU amount to 
six or seven hundred pounds per annum. There are four 
more to appear this mornings and then I intend for 
Blandford, to attend the Dorsetshire gentlemen, and so 
to Marlborough, where there are twenty more to be 
summoned." 

The case of Cleaveland, the royalist poet, has been al- 

• See Godwin, vol. iv. p. SS6. et seq. 
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said Mr. Cooke. 5. Mr. Cleaveland is a person of 
great abilities, and so able to do the greater disservice ; 
all which we humbly submit." 

At about the same period^ Jeremy Taylor^ a more 
illustrious name^ suffered the fate of Cleaveland^ for his 
talents,, his poverty^ and his attachment to royalty. 
He was flung into prison at Chepstow Castle^ in the 
county of Monmouth. With these cases may close 
our description^ since they will serve to express many 
hundred others of equal or superior iniquity. 

To this condition^ then^ England was now reduced. 
After the gallantest fight for liberty that had ever been 
fought by any nation in the worlds she found herself 
trampled under foot by a military despot All the vices of 
old kingly rule were nothing to what was now imposed 
upon her. Some restraint had still been kept on the 
worst of her preceding sovereigns; now she found 
herself hopeless and helpless^ her faith in all that she 
once held noblest broken^ and her spirits unequal to any 
further struggle. Besides this, there was stealing upon 
her, in gradual but certain progress, a vile hypocrisy 
and habit of falsehood, which even good men found it 
necessary to sanction and endure, that some semblance 
of the mere pretences of a better nature might still be 
left to them, were it only to redeem the name of their 
sad degradation. Let royalty revisit them as speedily 
as it would, it could bring nothing back for which 
they might not gladly exchange all that they now 
endured. What was the innocent and partial tax of 
ship-money to an all but universal decimation ? What 
were agonies and' mutilations by the star chamber to 
wholes^e murders and executions by high courts of 
justice ? What was an open profligacy worse thaii a 
secret lie ? What the arrest of five members of the 
house of commons to the utter violation and destruction 
of every privilege parliament possessed, and even of the 
very form and [name of its rights and its immunities ? 
The true cause of the death of Charles I. was his 
resistance to the sacred principle of popular repre- 

VOL. VII. X 
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mentation. He lud down his heftd upon the bloek^ 
because he broke violently, and in sncoesBion, three 
English parliaments. OliTBr Cromwdl had now me^ 
rited^ for more richly, that self-same doom ; for he had 
committed. In circnmstanees of gnatet atrodty, the self, 
same tdn. But Charles was weak^ and Cromwell 
strong ; abd the people had undergone ^at worst and 
most sad recoil from a virtuous and quick-spirited 
enthusiasm^ to the debasing sense of failure^ depression, 
and indifference. Even this last^ however, had more 
hope in it than another sense to which tfaey were now 
and then roused to give way. This was when they 
admired their tyrant. Vilest degradation of all was 
that I He flung some foreign victory among them, as a 
rattle or a toy, and the whimpering ceased, and they 
recollected what a great roan their lord j^otector was, 
and sent up an ill-song song of praise ! 

" The sea*$ our own / and now all nations greet, 
"With bending sails, each vessel of our fleet : 
Our power extends as far as winds can blow, 
Or swelling sails upon the.globe may go.'* 

There may have been some consolation in the fact 
that the sea was their own, but it would have been a 
much superior advantage to h ^ve had their souls their 
own. A bad thing becomes worse when coveted or 
gUded thus i and far better is it to keep the mean and 
imbecile rapacity of a Stuart to its naked and natural 
meanness than sufier it to be overshadowed or adorned 
by the gorgeous tyranny of a Tudor. 

I turn, with no feeling of relief or . pride, to such 
brief mention as may become this work, of the 
foreign policy of the protectorate. France and Spain 
had continued for some time to rival each other in 
their mean prostration before the power of Cromvroll *, 

• So monstrous did this become, that it gave occasion to the most ribald 
jests in every other part of Europe The Dutch absolutely struck a medal 
with the bust of Cromwell and his titles on one side, BriUnnia on the 
other, Cromwell thrusting his bead in her bosom, with the opposite part of 
his person ludicrously exposed ; while, as the Spanish ambassador atoops to 
offer it homage, the French ambassador holds him by the arm, and says, 
* * Get you back I the honour belongs to the king my master I" This medal is 
still preserved in many Dutch cabinets. Even in Paris pictures were circu- 
lated, wherein the English lord protector was sitting in an attitude the 
most ludicrously gross, with the king of Spain on the one side, and the 
king of France on the other, ofileriiig him paper. And SCazarin received 
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that power which he had inherited from the foreign 
victories of the statesmen^ and which had thrown 
into his hands the halance of Europe. The first ques- 
tion started in these negociations was the manner in 
which Cromwell should he addressed. No objection 
was offered by Spain to the regal claims of the lord 
protector, but France showed a slight restiveness. 
Louis' first letter was addressed '^ To His most Serene 
Highness Oliver, Lord Protector, &c. &c." This was 
rejected. Then " Mon Cousin " was offered. This also 
was refused. The ordinary address between sovereigns, 
" To our Dear Brother Oliver, &c.," was at last formally 
demanded. '^ WhatT' said Louis to Mazarin, ^^ shall 
I call such a fellow my brother ? ** ^' Aye !" rejoined 
the crafty Italian, '' or your father, to gain your ends.*^ 
Louis then submitted.* 

still grave reproAches. See advice to him at the end of the Memoirs qf 
De Retz. 

* Many letters will be found in Thurloe, referring to this diplomatic 
dispute. I may quote one or two. De Bourdeaux (the ambassador) thus 
opens the subject to De Brienne, the French Secretary of State. _** J'ai 
receu les deux lettres que vous m'avez fait Thonneur de m*ecrir les 21 et 
£5 du mois pass^, avec celle du roi, dans lesouelles je vois qui] plait k S. M. 
me confier la negotiation du traits entre la France et I'Angleterre, avec la 
quality d*amba86adeur. J*ai demande audience au secretaire du conseil, 
sous pretexte de lui en fMre part, afin de descouvrir avec quels termes 
monsieur le protecteur disereroit que S. M. le traitast. II ne voulut point 
s'expliquer autrement, si non que son altesse avoit I'autorite souveraine, 
et aussi grande que les rois, et que c'etoit k nous d'en user comme 
nous jugerions d propos. Depuis cette conversation un homme, qui se 
mele d'intrigue, m'est venu trouver, et m'a voulu faire entendre, que 
le terme de fr^re seroit bien agreable. J'ai donn§ ordre & mon secretaire, 
si I'on lui tcmoigne desirer le titre de fr^re, qu'il responde de soUmeme^ 
que les pouvoirs m*ont 6t£ envoiez, k fin d'avoir un pretexte pour me dis. 
penser de donner cette quality. Toutes les resolutions d'ici dans les ren. 
contres de la moindre importance se jNrennent avec grand secret, et la 
politique est de surprendre."— rAter/oe, vol. it p. 106. In a subsequent 
letter he says, — . J'infere que Si A. n'est pas contente de ce que je ne 
suis pas qualifi^ ambassadeur pres d'elle, and de n'etre pas traits de frdre 
le roaitre des ceremonies ayant adverti I'ambassadeur de Portugal de lui 
donner ce titre.**— Tburloe, voL ii. p. 143. A Paris letter to London 
shows Uiat the matter Was generally dLiCucsed, and talked of. **The 
cardinal said yesterday, that your protector is angry that the king of 
France called him not num frirct brother. He rallied much upon it, 
and demanded whetiier his father was ever in France ? I hope our pra> 
tector will make him sing another song before summer be past" — Thurioe^ 
vol. ii. p. 159. The protector did make him sing another song, though be 
seems, by the following extract, to b«ve consented in one interval to a 
compromise. — **Vous trouver^z bon que je vous eclaircisse du doubte 
que je croiois avoir leve par quelqu*une de mes precedentes touchant la 
suscription des lettres du roy a M. le protecteur. II a refuse le titre de 
cousin, et s'est content^, dans toutes les deux depeches de celui, de mon. 
•ieur le protecteur de larepubliqued'Angleterre, d'Ecosse, et Irlande. 

X £ 
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And it must be confessed^ though not for that imme- 
diate reason^ he gained his ends.* Cromwell^ after a 

Celui de frdre cut §t§ bien plus agr§able."— 7%Mrfoe, vol. ii. p. 998. Shortly 
after, the more agreeable " brother ** was demanded and cmiceded. 

* Slingsby Bethel^ in his JVorkTs Mittake I'n Oliver Cromwell, makes 
this part of his foreign policy a grave charge of objection to him ; and has 
been followed by Hume and others. ** Cromwell,*' he says, ** contrary to 
our interest, made an unjust wax with Spain, and an impolitic'league wit& 
France, bringing the first ther^y under, and making the latter too great 
for, Christendom ; and, by that means, broke the balance betwixt the two 
crowns of Spain and France, which his predecessors, the long parliament, 
bad always wisely preserved. In this dishonest war with Spain, he pre- 
tended and endeavoured to impose a belief on the world, that he oad 
nothing in his eye but the advancement of the protestant cause, and the 
honour of the nation ; but his pretences were either fraudulent, or he was 
ignorant in foreign affidrs (as I am apt to think that he was not guilW of 
too much knowledge in them) } for he that had known any thing of the 
temper of the popish prelacy, and the French court policies, could not but 
see that the way to increase or preserve the reformed interest in France^ 
was by rendering the protestants of necessary use to their king ; for, that 
longer than they were so, they could not be free from persecution, and that 
the way to render them so, was by keeping the balance betwixt Spain and 
France even, as that which would consequently make them useful to their 
king : but by overthrowing the balance in bis war with Spain, and joining 
with France, he freed the French king fVom his fears of Spain, enabled 
him to subdue all factions at home, and thereby to bring himself into a 
condition of not standing in need of any of them ; and from thence hath 
proceeded the persecution that hath since been, and still is, in that nation 
against the reformed there ; so that Oliver, instead of advancing the re- 
formed interest, hath, by an error in his politics, been the author of de- 
stroying it. The honour and advantage he i)ropounded to this nation in 
his pulling down of Spain, had as ill a foundation : for, if true, as was said, 
that we were to have had Ostend and Newport, so well as Dunkirk Cwben 
we could get them), they bore no proportion, in jiny kind, to ali the rest of 
the king of Spain's European dominions, which must necessarily have 
fallen tp the French king's share, because of their joining and nearness to 
him, and remoteness from us; and the increasing the greatness of so near a 
neighbour,. must have increased our future dangers." But all this was surdy 
to have anticipated a little too rapidly the power and conquests of Louis 
the Fourteenth, and the maturity of our 'William the Third. Ix>rd Boling. 
broke followed up the charge. ** Cromwell either did not discern," says 
he, " this turn of the balance of power [f^om S^in to France], or, discern, 
ingit, he was induced, by reasons of private interest, to act against the 
general interest of Europe. Cromwell joined with France against Spain ; 
and though he got Jamaica and Dunkirk, he drove the Spaniards mto a 
necessity of making a peace with France, that has disturbed the peace of 
the world almost fourscore years, and the consequences of which have well 
nigh beggared in our times the nation he enslaved in his. There is a tra- 
dition — I have heard it from persons who lived in those days, and, I believe, 
it came from Thurloe— that Cromwell was in treaty with Spain, and ready 
to turn his arms against France, when he died. If this fact was certain, 
as little as I honour his memory, I should have some regret that he died so 
soon. But whatever his intentions were, we must charge the Pyrenean 
treaty, and the fatal consequences of it, in great measure to his account. 
The i^>aniard8 abhorred the thought of marrying thi&ir InfSinta to Louis 
the Fourteenth. It was on this point that they broke the n^ociation 
Lionne had begun : and if they resumed it afterwards, and offered the 
marriage they had before rejected, Cromwell's league with France was a 
principal inducement to this alteration of their resolution." But I may 
close this note with a subtle remark of bishop Warburton, who, in hitting 
much closer to the truth, unconsciously exposes, at the same time, what 
was undoubtedly Uie vice of the protector's foreign, as weU as domestic 
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protracted negociation^ abruptly broke with the Spanish 
envoy^ Don Alonzo Cardenas^ who demanded and ob- 
tained his passports. Don Alonzo s bait had been the 
re-conquest of Calais ; Mazarin s^ the counter tempta- 
tion of the capture of Dunkirk. It is scarcely probable 
that Cromwell much cared for either. But it was more 
convenient to him^ and to the safety of his personal 
power, to be on good terms with so near a neighbour as 
France, who had already, to oblige him, 'dismissed from 
Paris his rival Charles Stuart. And in the colonial pos- 
sessions of Spain in the new world, he saw an oppor- 
tunity to make, large accessions to the maritime power 
of England ; at the same moment, to dazzle and dis. 
tract his oppressed countrymen by brilliant episodes of dis- 
tant conquests, and get conveniently dismissed upon that 
service officers whose influence and whose principles he 
feared. The illustrious Blake was the chief of these. 

His first demonstration of his policy was accordingly 
to equip and send out two large armaments ; one under 
Pen and Venables, the other in command of Blake, 
with the professed purpose of restoring the natural do. 
minion of England on the sea ; but whose real and secret 
destination was to invade the American colonies, and 
surprise the Plate fleet of Spain, till then supposed by 
all men to be, and to be held, the most faithful ally of 
. the commonwealth.* The bait took ; and the most 



policy ; namely, the pursuit of temporary expedients of the brilliant and 
dashing sort, rather than general principles of the sober and enduring. 
Tlius says the bishop, — " Some modern politicians have affiected to think 
contemptuously of Cromwell's capacity, as if he knew not that true poli«cy 
required that he should have tnrown himself into the lighter balance, 
which was that of Spain ; or, as if he did not know which was become the 
lighter. But this is talking as if Cromwell had been a lawftil hereditary 
monarch, whom true policy would have thus directed. BtU true policy 
required that the usurper should firtt take care qf himseff, before he busied 
himself in adjusting the balance of Europe. Now France, by its vicinity, 
was the most dangerous power to disoblige, as well as by the near relation, 
•hip of the two royal families of France and England. So that, though 
Cromwell gave out that which of the two states would give most for his 
Aiendship should have it, in order to raise the price, he was certainly de- 
termined in himself that France should have it" 

* It afterwards appeared to have been argued by Cromwell in his coun- 
cil, to ju8tify;the measure, that since America was not named in the treaties 
of 1604 and 1630, hostilities in America would be no inft-action of those 
treaties U !} ; that the Spaniards had committed depredation* on the Eng* 
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aordinary excitement and pleasure was produced in 
Diu quarters of England. Preachers declared from 
r pulpits that the protector iutended to destroy 
ylon — nothing less than the pope was, abroad, 
Ted to he his quarry ; and Innocent X., expecting 
le attacked in Bome, ordered fortifi cations to be 
t round the chnrch of our lady of Loretto, the rich 
'iDgs in which were presumed to be the chief object 
he heretic adTentnre ! 

leanwhile Pen's fleet, carrying upwards of 4,000 
iere, had arrived at Barbadoes, where they were.in- 
cted to open their sealed orders ; and, opening them, 
e found instructions to take at once Cubs and 
paniola. Reinforcements of upwards of 6,000 
(ional troops awaited diem for that purpose, and they 
intly set forth. They had scarcely landed at His- 
ola, however, when tiiey fell into an ambuscade, 

were obliged to reimbark defeated. They made a 
equent descent on the island of Jamaica with better 
ess. This great gain was yet held insufGcient to 
nee the first defeat ; and on the return of Pen and 
ables, they were botli committed to the Tower. 

may pause for an instant here to notice a sound 
nple of Cromwell's far-seeing sagacity. Though 

scouted in that day the acquisition of Jamvca, he 

its value in itself, and its importance in relation to 
re attempts on the continent of America. Exerting 
inhuman power of a despot, — occasionally, as hurri- 
■s and other horrors, necessary for the purificadon of 
world, — he ordered his son Henry to seiie on a 
isand young girls in Ireland, and send them over to 
laica*, for die purpose of increasing population 
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, there. A year later^ and while the Italian Sagredo was 
in London^ he issued an order that all females of disor- 
derly lives should he arrested and shipped for Barhadoes 
for the like purpose. Twelve hundred were accordingly 
sent in three ships. " Ho yeduto prima^'' says Sagredo^ 
*^ del mio partire piu squadre di soldati andar per Londra 
cercandro donne di allegra vita, imharcandone 1^200 
sopra tre vascelli per tragittarle all' isola, a fine di far 
propagazione." * 

This suhject may now he left with the following 
most ahle and characteristic letter from Cromwell to 
major-general Fortescuey whom Venahles had left in 
command of the newly won island ; in which the lord 
protector forcibly explains his views of the proper 
policy for security and improvement of the conquest. 

^' Sir,— -You will herewith receive instructions for 
the better carrying on of your business^ which is not of 
small account here^ although our discouragements have 
been many; for which we desire to humble ourselves 
before the Lord^ who hath sorely chastened us. I doe 
commend^ in the midst of others miscarriages^ your 
constancy and faithfulness to your trusty in every where 
you are^ and taking care of a company of poore sheepe 
left by their shepherds ; and be assured^ that as that 
which you have done hath been good in itself, and 
becoming an honest man, so it hath a very good savour 
here with all good christians and all true Englishmen, 
and fvitt not he forgotten by me, eu opportunitie ghall 
serve. I hope you have long before this time received 
that good supplye which went from hence in July last, 
whereby you will perceive, that you havie not been for« 
gotten heere. I hope also the ships sent for New 
England are before this tyme with you ; and let me 



page iitt to be lent (haveingeadvlied with some person* heer), I know not 
well what answer to return you to it ; but it*s thought most adviseable 
to provide their clothes for them in Lopdon, which we thinke you 
may doe better and at cheaper rates then wee can beer. We shall have, 
upon the receipt of his hifhness his pleasure, the number you propound, 
and more if you think fltt/*-»7%iirfo«, vol. iv. p. 87. 
• A manuscript quoted by Dr. Lingard, vol. iL p. S60i 
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tell you," — as an encouragement to you and those with 
you, to improve the utmost diligence, and to excite your 
courage in this business, though not to occasion any 
negligence in presentinge that sLffaivy nor to give occa- 
sion to slacken any improvement of what the place may 
aflfbrdy — that you will be followed with what necessary 
supplies, as well for comfortable ^ubsistance, as for 
your security against the Spaniards this place may 
afford or you want. And therefore study first your 
securitie by fortifieing ; and although you have not 
monies for the present, wherewith to do it in such 
quantities as were to be wished, yet your case being as 
that of a marchinge army, wherein every soldier, out of 
principles of nature, and according to the practice of ell 
discipline, ought to be at the pains to secure the common 
quarter, wee hope no man amongst you will be soe 
wanting to himself, consideringe food is provided for 
you, as not to be willinge to help to the uttermost 
therein ; and therefore I require you and all with you 
for the safetie of the whole, that this be made your 
principal intention. The doinge of this will require, 
that you be verie careful not to scatter, till you have 
begun* a securitie in some one place. Next I desire 
you, that you would consider how to form such a body, 
of good horse, as may, if the Spaniard should attempt 
upon you at the next comeing into the Indies with his 
gallions, be in a readiness to march to hinder his land- 
Inge, who will hardly land upon a body of horse; and 
if he shall land, be in a posture to keep the provisions 
of the country from him, or him from the provisions, if 
he shall endeavour to march towards you* Wee trust 
wee shall furnish you with bridles, saddles, and horse- 
shoes, and other things necessary for that worke^ 
desiring you to the uttermost to improve* what you 
have already of those sorts. Should it be knawne 
that you had 500 horse well appointed, ready to march 
upon all occasions in that island, even that alone might 
deterre the Spaniard from attempting any thing upon 
you* Wee have sent commissioners and instructioiui 
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into New England^ to trye what people may b6 drawn 
thence. Wee have done the Hke to the English wind- 
ward islands^ and both in England^ Scotland, and Ire~ 
landy you will have what men and women we can well 
transport. Wee thinke^ and it is much designed 
amongst us, to strive with the Spaniard for the mastery 
of all those seas; and therefore wee could heartily 
wish, that the island of Providence were in our hands 
againe^ helievinge that it lyes so advantagiously in. 
reference to the mayne^ and especially for the hin- 
drance of the Peru trade and Cartagena^ that you 
would not only have great advantage thereby of intel- 
ligence and surprize^ but even blocke up the same. 
It is discoursed here, that if the Spaniard doe attempt 
you^ it is most likely it wiU be on the east end of the 
island towards Cuba ; as also Cuba upon Cuba is a 
place easily attempted, and hath in it a very rich copper 
mine. It would be good for the first, as you have 
opportunity^ to informe yourself^ and if there be need, 
to make a good work thereupon, to prevent them ; and 
for the other, and all things of that kinde, wee must 
leave them to your judgment upon the place, to doe 
therein as you shall see cause. To conclude, as we 
have cause to be humbled for the reproof God gave us 
at St, Domingo upon the account of our owne sins, as 
well as others; soe truly upon the reports brought 
hither to us of the extreame avarice, pride, and con- 
fidence, disorders and debauchedness, profaneness and 
wickedness, commonly practised amongst the army; 
wee can not onlie bewail the same, but desire that air 
with you may doe so, and that a very special regard 
may be had soe to governe for tyme to come, as that all 
manner of vice may be thoroughly discountenanced and 
severely punished, and that such a frame of government 
may be exercised, that virtue and godlinesse may receive 
due encouragement.^' 

Meanwhile Blake had triumphantly swept the Medi- 
terranean^ cleared that sea of pirates, and successively 
chastised the deys of Algiers^ Tunis^ and Tripoli. He 
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forced from the grand duke of Tuscany a compensation 
for having some years hefore countenanced in his port the 
sale of unlawful £nglish prizes by prince Rupert^ and was 
able to send home^ as reparation to the English owners 
whose goods had been thus sold by his permission^ the 
sum of 60,0002. in sixteen vessels. The republic of 
Genoa thanked the protector by a special embassy for 
having thus 'afforded protection and safety to maritime 
commerce. The Vaivode of Transylvania solicited his 
aid against the Turks; the king of Poland requested 
his succour against the growing power of Russia ; and 
the canton of Zurich appealed to him as the naturid 
guardian of protestant states. 

This was followed by other triumphs immedi- 
ately connected with Cromwell's hypocritical pretences, 
and therefore of the greater service to him. It wonld not 
be becoming in this work to enter into any detail of 
the massacre of the Vaudois in the valleys of Pied- 
mont^ or of that general feeling of sympathy aroused 
in England^ and for ever impressed on history by the 
sublime voice of Milton. 

'* Avenge, O Lord I thy slaughter'd saints, whose bones 

Li&scatter'd on the Alpine mountains cold, 

Ev'n them who kept thy truth so pure of old, 
When all our fathers worshipp'd stocks and stones. 
Forget not ! in thy book record their groans 

Who were thy sheep, and in their ancient fold 

Slain by the bloody Piedmontese, that roli'd 

Mother with infant down the rocks. Their moans 
The vales redouble to the hills, and they 
To heaven!'* 

Cromwell saw at once what a noble policy it 
would be to avenge these moans^ and he did it in 
a manner which was worthy of the justice and sacred- 
ness of the cause. Milton conducted the negotiation. 
He refused to sign the French treaty with Mazaiin, 
long and painfully protracted as it had been, till he 
had received what he quietly termed the " opinion ** of 
Louis on the subject of the troubles in Piedmont. 
In vain Bordeaux remonstrated against this new pretext 
for delay; in vain maintained that the question bore 
no relation to the matter of &e treaty ; in vain pro* 
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tested that the king of France would never interfere 
with ihe internal administration of an independent 
state ; and still more vainly held that the duke of Savoy 
had as good a right to make laws for his protestant 
subjects as the £nglish government for the catholics of 
the three kingdoms^ and that the Vaudois were in 
reality rebels who had justly incurred the resentment 
of their sovereign. Cromwell stood unmoved. Bor- 
deaux applied for an audience to take leave ; still the 
lord protector abated no jot of his demand. The per« 
plexity was ended by .sudden intelligence that the duke 
of Savoy, at the reqtiest of the king of France, had 
granted an amnesty to Uie Vaudois, and confirmed 
all their ancient privileges; that the boon had been 
grateftilly received ; and that the natives of the valleys, 
protestants and catholics, had met, embraced each other 
with tears, and sworn to live in perpetual amity together. 

Projects respecting the Jews occupied at this period 
also the mind of Cromwell, but of which it will not be 
necessary to say more in this work than that, having 
appointed an assembly of men of various professions, 
divines, lawyers, and merchants, to take into consider- 
ation the expediency of permitting them to trade in 
England (leave for which* had been supplicated by 
Manasseh Ben Israel, one of their chief rabbis), the 
general prejudices were discovered to be as yet too 
strong against that people to allow of their obtaining 
the liberty desired, or other privileges which Cromwell 
would gladly have granted them. * 

The trea^ with France was signed shortly after the 

* Thurloe thus writes to Henry Cromwell : — " V^^ee have had very 
many disputations conc^minge the admittance *of the Jewes to dwell 
in tbis commonwealth ; they haveing made an earnest desire to his 
highnesse to be admitted; whereupon be hath beene pleased to ad- 
vise with some of the judges, merchants, and divines. The point of 
conscience hath beene only controverted yet, vis. wheither it be lawftiU 
to admitt the Jewes now out of England to retume againe into it. The 
divines doe vary much differ in their judgments about it, some beinge 
for their admittance upon fittinge cautions, others are in expresse termes 
agiunst it upon any termes whatsoever. The like diflfbrence 1 finde in the 
counsell, and soe amongst all Christians abroad. The matter is debated 
with great candor and ingenuitye, and without any heieit. What the issue 
thereof will be I am not able to tell you ; but am apt to thlnke that 
nothinge will be done therein. ''—7%ur/de, vol iv. p. S21. 
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submission of Savoy. It was drawn up in Latin; and 
on its being observed that Louis styled himself Reof 
GaUke, since there was no longer an English king to 
claim the silly title, Cromwell objected^ insisted on Reof 
GaUorum, and Mazarin at length complied. The chief 
conditions of this treaty were^ that France should in- 
demnify £ngtish merchants for injuries to their com- 
merce ; that the conquest of Dunkirk should be made for 
England by their joint forces ; and that Charles IL, his 
family, and his courts should be for ever excluded from 
the French territory. Of the Stuarts, the duke of York 
only was then in France ; and Cromwell, at the request 
of Mazarin, consented to his being allowed to remain 
there. • The duke repaid Cromwell for this concession 
by sending his brother, within a few days after, a deli- 
berate proposition for the^ murder of the lord protector, 
accompanied by the last court burlesque. The letter 
was caught by the ever watchful Thurloe. 

'^ There is a proposition has been made to me which is 
to long to put in a letter ; so that I will, as short as I 
can, lett you know the heads of them. There are fower 
Roman Catholiks, that have bound themselves in a sol- 
lemn oath to kill Cromwell, and then to raise all the 
Catholiks in the Citty and the Army, which they pre- 
tend to be a number so considerable, as may give a rise 
for your recovery, they being all warn'd to be ready for 
something, that is to be done, without knowing what it 
is. They demand ten thotisand livers in hand : and 
when the business is ended, some recompence for them-^ 
selves aekording to their severaU qiialities, and the same 
liberty for Catholikes in England as the Protestants 
have in France. I thought nottfit to reject this propo^ 

* Lockhart was sent ambassador to France, where he was treated with 
peculiar favour. A Paris letter of a later date may describe this : — 
**They do caress here the lord protector very much, also colonel Lock. 
hart was well dismissed. The lord cardinal presented to him four exceed- 
ing fine horses, for the saddle, for the lord protector. The said colonel 
Lockhart told me himself he never saw sucn fine horses, and that the 
lord his master would be mightily pleased with them. He told me like, 
wise that this court had given him good content in all things ; so that he 
went from hence very well satisfied, and thinks to return hither again 
•«hortly."-r Thurloe^ vol v. pk 655. 
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sition, but to acquaint you with it, becaus the first parte 
of the desine seems to me to be better layd and resolved 
oUf then any 1 have knowen of that kind; and for the de- 
fects of the second, it may be supply'd by some desines 
you may have to Join to it. If you aprove of it, one of 
thefowevy intrusted by the resty will repaire to you, his 
charges being borne, andr-give you a full account of the 
whole matter. In the mean tyme, he desires, in his 
owne name and theirs, that you would lett but one or 
two, whome you most trust, know it, and enjoyne them 
secrecy. This is all 1 can say of it at this tyme. I 
have not much more to say at present, theire being no 
certaine newse of the treaty with Cromwell, though it is 
much reported, that it is agreed on^ though not sign*d. 
For my owne busines, my Lord Jermine, who comes now 
from speaking with the Cardinally will give you an ac- 
count of it; so that I need not trouble you with it, or 
the other newes of this place ; only this^ that it is so 
hot wether, that I have been a swiming this aftemone, 
and never found the Water warmer. I send you some 
songs of the last baUett inclosed with the Gazette bur^ 
lesque. This is all I have to trouble you with at 
present." 

Spain had now of course taken measures of extreme 
hostility, and had even sanctioned a most unnatural 
plot against the person of the £nglish protector, in con- 
nection with a fierce fifth.monarchy republican^ colonel 
Sexby, and the exiled Charles Stuart. The war between 
the two nations^ however, proceeded languidly, without 
much sympathy on the part of the people generally, 
and with t&e decided opposition of the London mer- 
chants, whose trade it so seriously interfered with. One 
incident then suddenly occurred to give to it a temporary 
brilliancy. Blake (whose stem republicanism always 
kept Cromwell in fear) had been joined in the command 
by Montague^ and sent in second pursuit of the Spanish 
Plate fleet. Without military force, however, they 
found they could not strike the necessary blow at Cadiz 
or Gibraltar, and therefore, abandoning the attempt^ they 
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nikd to Lisbon ; completed the cdd trektf by forcing 
Avm don John ■ atipnlated payraeot of 50,0001. ; re- 
to Cadiz; paned the straits; insolted the Spa- 
n Malaga, the Moors in Bailee; and after a 
craiae of more than two monthi, anchored « 
time in die Tagns. Here it moit opportunelj 
tnnatelj happened that one of their captaina, 
with a squadron of frigates, fell in with a Spa- 
t of eight Rul from America. Of these he de- 
four, and captured two, one of which wai laden 
den ingots and other treasure. Montague was 
lent home with the prize, valued in his despatch 
100/. The protectorate prints raised the amount 
lilliona ; and the friends of Cromwell hailed the 
as a renewed testimony of God's presence, and 
:neBS of his acceptance of the engagement againat 
To his more serrile flatterers it suggested what 
w would be far more welcome to the lord pro- 
" And no"," said Waller, 

Thtn'Tet"'bru fhe gM nitioo pniyi ; 
Lei (tc rid ore br fortlKiiiUi melted Awtn, 

A rojlll KipUe. nudE af S|<ani>ll gold," 

ime thought was already working in the brain of 
II, and might have worked more profitably there 
! been more of this Spanish gold. But the truth 
tt his tressuTy, notwithstanding these gratefnl 
notwithstanding all his infamous extortions, 

is instant well nigh exhauBled. The equipments 
ariouB fleets had run it out, and, having been 
)lo contests for the right of levying taxes with 
! spiiiled individuals* in his own courts of law, 

durst not exercise his power of levying while 
ition was still under judgment. The most 
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famous case of this sort was that of a merchant named 
Cony, who narrowly escaped the glory of another 
Hampden. He refused the payment of certain custom 
duties^ on the ground of their not heing levied hy autho* 
rity of parliament ; referred to the opposition of RoUs^ 
Videntine, and Chamhers^ in a similar case^ to Charles I.; 
and recalled to the memory of Cromwell his own ex* 
pression in the long parliament^ »~^* that the subject 
who submits to an illegal impost is more the enemy of 
his country than the tyrant who imposes it/' Cromwell 
answered this by committing him to prison for con- 
tempt* He claimed his writ of habeas corpus^ and re- 
tained three of the most eminent lawyers at the bar^ 
Maynard^ Twisden^ and Wadham Windham, to plead 
it for him. They did so, and are said to have urged such 
arguments,* and enforced them with such vigour, that, if 
ceded to, tliey would have shaken the protectorate to its 
base. Maynard and his fellow -pleaders were accord- 
ingly, the day after these arguments, sent to the Tower, 
on the charge of having held language destructive to the 
existing government. 

But the case did not end here.. The day following, 
Cony, unsupported by counsel, presented himself at the 
bar of the upper bench, and urged his own cause with 
80 much power, that Rolle, who presided in the court, 
was either moved very far towards conviction, or suffered 
very heavily from shame. He delayed the case for a 
term, on some formal pretence, gave in his resignation in 
the interim, and was at once succeeded by Glyn in the 
chair of the chief justice. Maynard, Twisden, and Wind- 
ham on their submission were discharged from confine- 
ment ; and Cony was prevailed upon, by some secret 
means, which must for ever dishonour a memory that 
had so nearly become illustrious, to bring his cause no 
more befoite tbe court. 

Cromwell was still left, however, in a most difficult 
position ; a position from which the name and the forms 
of some parliamentary authority could alone, he saw at 
last, by any possibility rescue him. So hard he found it| 
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of some expressions and sayings of his own in cases 
of the like nature : so this man rememhered him how 
great an enemy he had expressed himself to such 
grievances^ and had declared ' that all who suhraitted 
to them, and paid illegal taxes, were more to hlame, and 
greater enemies to their country^ than they who had 
imposed them ; and that the tyranny of princes could 
never he grievous hut hy the tameness and stupidity of 
the people.' When Cromwell saw that he could not 
convert him, he told him that ' he had a will as stuh- 
born as his, and he would try which of them two 
should be master.' Thereupon, with some terms of 
reproach and contempt, he committed the man to 
prison ; whose courage was nothing abated by it, but, 
as soon as the term came, he brought his habeas corpus 
in the King's Bench, which they then called the Upper 
Bench. Maynard, who was of counsel with the prisoner, 
demanded his liberty with great confidence, both upon 
the illegality of the commitment, and the illegality of 
the imposition, as being laid without any lawful author, 
ity. The judges could not maintain or defend either, 
and enough declared what their sentence would be; 
and therefore the protector's attorney required a farther 
delay, to answer what had been urged. Before that 
day Maynard was committed to the Tower, for pre- 
suming to question or make doubt of his authority ; 
and the judges were sent for, and severely reprehended 
for suffering that licence. When they, with all humi. 
lity, mentioned the law and magna charta, Cromwell 
told them^ ' Their magna f . • . . should not control his 
actions, which he knew were for the safety of the 
commonwealth.' He asked them ^who made them 
judges? whether they had any authority to sit thefe 
but what he gave them ? and, if his authority were at 
an end, they knew well enough what would become of 
themselves; and therefore advised them to be more 
tender of that which could only preserve them ; ' and 
so dismissed them with caution, that they should not 

. VOL. VJI. Y 
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Buffer the lawyers * to prate what it would not become 
them to hear/ 

*' Thus he subdued a spirit that had been often 
troublesome to the most sovereign power^ and made 
Westminster Hall as obedient and subservient to his 
commands as any of the rest of his quarters. In all 
ether matters^ which did not concern the Lfe of his 
jurisdiction^ he seemed to have great reverence for the 
law^ rarely interposing between party and party. As he 
proceeded with this kind of indignation and haughtiness 
with those who were refractory, and dared to civilly 
contend with his greatness, so towards all who complied 
with his good pleasure, and courted his protection, he 
used a wonderful generosity and bounty. 

'/To reduce three nations, which perfectly hated him, 
to an entire obedience to all his dictates ; to awe and go- 
vern those nations by an army that was undevoted to him 
and wished his ruin ; was an instance of a very prodi- 
gious address. But his greatness at home was but a 
shadow of the glory he had abroad. It was hard to 
discover which feared him most, France, Spain, or the 
low countries, where his friendship was current at the 
value he put upon it. As they did aU sacrifice their 
honour and their interest to his pleasure, so there is 
nothing he could have demanded that either of them 
would have denied him. To manifest which there 
needs only two instances. The first is when those of 
the Valley of Lulcerne had unwarily rebelled against the 
duke of Savoy, which gave occasion to the pope, and the 
neighbour princes of Italy, to call and solicit for their 
extirpation, and their prince positively resolved upon it. 
Cromwell sent his agent to the duke of Savoy, a prince 
with whom he had no correspondence or commerce, and 
so engaged the cardinal, and even terrified the pope him* 
self, without so much as doing any grace to the English 
Roman catholics, (nothing being more usual than his 
saying * that his ships in the Mediterranean should 
visit Civita Vecchia, .and that the sound of his cannon 
should be heard in Rome,') that the duke of Savoy 
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thought it necessary to restore all that he had taken 
from thexn^ and did renew all those privileges they had 
formerly enjoyed, and newly forfeited. 

'* The other instance of his authority was yet greater 
and more incredible. In the city o£ Nismes, which is 
one of the fairest in the province of Languedoe^ and 
where those of the religion do most abound, there was 
a great faction at that season, when consuls, who are 
the chief magistrates, were to be chosen. Those of the 
reformed religion had the confidence to set up one of 
themselves for that magistracy, which they of the Roman 
religion resolved to oppose with all their power. The 
dissension between them made so much noise, that 
the intendant of the province, who is the supreme 
minister in all civil affairs throughout the whole pro- 
vince, went thither to prevent any disorder that might 
happen. When the day of election came, those of the re- 
formed religion possessed themselves, with many armed 
men, of the townhouse, where the election was to be made. 
The magistrates sent to know what their meaning was; 
to which they answered, ' they were there to give their 
voices for the choice of the new consuls, and to be sure 
that the election should be fairly made.' The bishop 
of the city, the intendant of the province, with all the 
officers of the church, and the present magistrates of 
the town, went together in their robes to be present at 
the election, without any suspicion that there would be 
any force used. When they came near th« gate of the 
townhouse, which was shut, and they supposed would 
be opened when they came, they within poured out a 
volley of musket-shot upon them, by which the dean 
of the church, and two or three of the magistrates of 
the town, were killed upon the place, and very many 
others wounded, whereof some died shortly after. In 
this confusion, the magistrates put themselves into as 
good a posture to defend themselves as they could, with- 
out any purpose of offending the other till they should 
be better provided ; in order to which they sent an ex- 
press to the court, with a plain relation of the whc^ 

Y 2 
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matter of fact, ^ and that thero appeared to be no manner 
of combination with those of the reformed religion in 
other places of the province ; but that it was an inso- 
lence in those of the place, upon the presumption of 
their great numbg's, which were little inferior to those 
of the catholics/ The court was glad of the occasion ; 
and resolved that this provocation, in which other places 
were not involved, and which nobody could excuse, 
should warrant all kind of severity in that city, even to 
the pulling down their temples, and expelling many of 
them for ever out of the city ; which, with the execu- 
tion and forfeiture of many of the principal persons, 
would be a general mortification to all of the religion in 
France, with whom they were heartily offended ; and a 
part of the army was forthwith ordered to march towards 
Nismes, to see this executed with the utmost rigour. 

'^ Those of the religion in the town were quickly sen- 
sible into what condition they had brought themselves ; 
and sent, with all possible submission, to the magis- 
trates to excuse themselves, and to impute what had 
been done to the rashness of particular men, who had 
no order for what they did. The magistrates answered, 
' that they were glad they were sensible of their mis- 
carriage ; but they could say nothing upon the subject 
till the king's pleasure should be known, to whom they 
had sent a full relation of all that had passed,' The 
others very well knew what the king's pleasure would 
be ; and forthwith sent an express, one Moulins, a 
Scotohman, who had lived many years in that place 
and in Montpellier, to Cromwell, to desire his protection 
and interposition. The express made so much haste, 
and found so good a reception the first hour he came, 
that Cromwell, after he had received the whole account, 
bade him ^ refresh himself after so long a journey, and 
he would take such care of his business that, by ihe 
time he came to Paris, he should find it despatched ; ' 
and that night sent away another messenger to his 
ambassador Lockhart ; who, by the time Moulins came 
thither, had so far prevailed with the cardinal, that 
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brders were sent to stop the troops which were upon 
their march towards Nismes; and, within few days 
after, Moulins returned with a full pardon and amnesty 
from the king, under the great seal of France, so fully 
confirmed with all circumstances that there was never 
farther mention made of it, hut all things passed as if 
there had never heen any such thing ; so that nohody 
can wonder that his memory remains still in those part?, 
and with those people, in great veneration. 

" He would never suffer himself to he denied any 
thing he ever asked of the cardinal, alleging, ' that the 
people would not he otherwise satisfied ; ' which the 
cardinal hore very heavily, and complained of to those 
with whom he would be free. One day he visited 
madame Turenne ; and, when he took his leave of her, 
she, according to her custom, besought him to continue 
gracious to the churches. Whereupon the cardinal told 
her ^that he knew not how to behave himself: if he 
advised the king to punish and suppress their insolence, 
Cromwell threatened him to join with the Spaniard ; 
and, if he showed any favour to them, at Rome they 
accounted him an heretic." 

The excitement at the election for the parliament 
now suittmoned exceeded that of any previous occasion. 
It has been described in this work*, and requires very 
brief allusion here. Vane re-appeared upon the agitated 
scene by the publication of his *^ Healing Question." He 
was summoned before the council, and committed to 
Carisbrook. Bradshaw, Ludlow, and Rich, were also 
on various pretences, arrested. Bradshaw was removed 
from his office of chief justice of Chester ; Rich was 
incarcerated in Windsor Castle; and Ludlow, after 
some detention, discharged on his reluctant concession 
of bail f. Colonel Okey and vice-admiral Lawrence 

• In the memoir of Vane. 

f Ludlow has characteristically described his interview with Cromwell 
and his military satellites on this occasion : — ** The next Wednesday after 
my arrival, about eight in the evening, Cromwell sent a gentleman, one 
Mr. Tenwick_, to let me know that be would speak with me. I found him 
in his bedchamber at Whitehall, and with him major-general Lambert, 
coL Syd^ham, Mr. Walter Strickland, col. Montague, and won after 
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le also ureBted, and HariiBon was sent, nith a 
ong escort, into Pendenni! Castle, In Cornwall, 
le chiefs of the royalists who had shown the Emall-^ 
activity were at the same time flung into the 
iwer. But all vim Tain. The retumB showed 
omwell and his council the bitter truth, that thecon- 
tuendea had once more decided against him. Among 
! members were Scot and Haselrig ; rir Anthony 
hlej Cooper, who had quarrelled with the protector, 
i resigned his seat in the council ; Maynard, who had 
isted him in the case of Cony ; Thorpe, one of the 
tges who bad resigned his authority ; Chaloner, 
LUte, PopHani, and other dedded republicans ; sir 



mtJiTied to£D tnanf houBe^unleiflT expected to be ir^lcomfi ; neither 
1 1 coDie hither but upon a nieaaage from him i And tbAt 1 deured fio- 

my, he aaid Ihat he had been alwa^a lesdy to ilo me whAl good oBm* 

Kor-geneBlLiiiibert'tSe^iiMlrrtto^tnowftom'^ewh^ImuMM^ 
n 3p'>lV^nKiit"bl!«^ and Woiture'.bolft"h«f Whsl't'ljen, i«a 



Ud br u nuiiorllr equal or lapeiior to thi^ and could be penuaded 
Itlie Bid UUbtM^ would employ it! power foe UlejoKI of mankiad. 
twhoiballb* J<id|eorthu?uidlMi f«*n*r*RfiytoHTlbattbf] 
u, ud we ounelTea think we uie the twit oT our endeaioun la ihil 
L InoHedtlutirtlWTdldK^tbelrcrlDewu lb* leH.beeaiueeKn 
p lUiidi oUlaid to gorma hhiiKlrln.Ihe light of hie own reuon, whtcE 
>,wltfatlKHlnace(rfOod,lH«i{etennltiedtoobiene, Col. Sfden- 
aa^iWendtbtbcDlnikeninjuArinathittobe i power liriniuii 
tandnUoaalciiU toacwwhicli may not ben. I told him thu «• 
(fat to be Terj canflil and drcumipeet ii '^ ' 



'TRT^vlnUeirauiKlita beTera the power umiw which w« 

me, lobe HiBlclentlir able to protect ua in our Hndertaking ; otherwiiv 
bnild aotouni miwirmK only guHR oFmj' awn Mood, but al» In tome 
uuieof tho luin and deitiuction of all tboK Ibal I ibould Jnducc to 
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Henry Milding, and lord Salisbury. Cromwell took 
the desperate resolution at once of excluding these and 
others. The instrument of government vested in the 
council the power of verifying the regularity of the 
elections; and CromweU^ extending it into a right to 
cancel the returns, however regular, at his mere personal 
discretion, supplied a list of nearly a hundred members 
immediately obnoxious to him, and including all those 
I have named, to be excluded for ^^ immorality " or 
^^ delinquency ! " 

Unconscious of this, the new parliament met the 
protector on the }7th, in the painted chamber ; when 
he addressed them in a long, an obscure, but a most 
artful speech. It was clear from the first that his sole 
object was to procure money ; and with this view he 
sought to excite their alarm, and to interest their reli- 
gious antipathies. He enumerated the enemies of the 
nation. The first was the Spaniard, the natural adver- 
sary of England, because he was the slave of the pope, 
a child of darkness, and consequently hostile to the light; 
blinded by superstition, and anxious to put down the 
things of Crod ; one with whom it was impossible to be 
at peace, and to whom, in relation to this country, might 
be applied the words of Scripture, ''I will put enmity 
between thy seed and her seed." There was also 
Charles Stuart, who, with the aid of the Spaniard and 
the duke of Nieuburg, had raised a formidable army for 
the invasion of the island. There were the papists 
and cavaliers, who had already risen, and were again 
ready to rise, in favour of Charles Stuart. He mentioned 
a plot for surprising himself, as he lay in his bed at 
Whitehall, and another for blowing up the apartment 
in which he slept, but expressed himself respecting them 
with contempt. He next assailed the levdlers, who 
had sent an agent to the court of Madrid (colonel Sexby) 
and the fifth-monarchy men, who sought an union with 
the levellers against him, ^^a reconciliation between 
'' Herod and Pilate that Christ might be put to death." 
He afterwards eulogised the good effects which had 
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arisen from his appointment of the major-generals^ which 
he said had heeu greatly successful ; first, in suppressing 
vice and profligacy^ and next in establishing an unusual 
internal tranquillity i He was earnest in recommending 
the toleration of all conscientious christians^ presbyte- 
rians^ independents^ anabaptists, however they might 
differ in inferior matters ; applauded the measures that 
had been adopted for removing scandalous ministers; 
urged the public maintenance of a preaching minis- 
try by tithes, or some less exceptionable method; and a 
reform of the law, particularly of the criminal law, 
comprehending a reduction of the number of offences 
to which capital punishment was awarded, He referred 
to the prisoners detained in the Isle of Wight, Cornwall^ 
and other places, and said that their detention had been 
found necessary for the public safety. He then came to the 
subject of remedies, and, after much circumlocution, he 
at last stated them to be to prosecute the war abroad, and 
strengthen the hands of the government at home; to 
lose no time in questions of inferior moment, or less 
urgent necessity, but to inquire into the state of the 
revenue, and to raise ample supplies. In conclusion, 
he explained the eighty-fifth psalm, exclaiming, ''If 
pope, and Spaniard, and devil, and all set themselves 
against us, though they should compass us about like 
bees, yet in the name of the Lord we shall destroy them. 
The Lord of Hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our 
refuge." 

But, having explained the purpose of this most re- 
markable harangue, which, to an ordinary reader, would 
not by any means appear upon its surface, I will pre- 
sent a few of the more striking passages it contained. 
They possess additional interest, from the circumstance 
of the speech not having found a place in the com- 
pilation of our parliamentary histories. They are in 
many points expressed with startling force and bold- 
ness, in others with unusual obscurity, a kind of 
unfathomable effort of significance. It is especially- 
curious to mark, however,^with what dexterity the few 
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peculiar merits of his government are brought up to the 
surface^ — to the depression and concealment, not only of 
their own notorious abuse^ hut of the fearful acces- 
saries hy which even their best use was perverted into 
tyranny. They need no introduction^ after the general 
abstract I have given of the purpose of the speaker. 

'^ Truly when this insurrection was, & we saw it, 
in all the roots and grounds of it^ we did find out a 
little from invention^ which I hear has been much re- 
grated. I say, there was a little thing invented, which 
was the erecting of your Major Generals, to have a little 
inspection upon thepeople, thus divided, thus discontented, 
thus dissatisfied, in divers interests, by the popish party ; 
the Lord Taffe and others ; the most^ consisting of na- 
tural Irish Rebels, and all those Men you have fought 
against in Ireland, and expulsed from thence, as having 
had a hand in that bloody massacre of those that were 
under his power ; — they should have joined in this excel- 
lent business of insurrection. And, upon such rising as 
that was, truly, I think if ever any thing were justifiable 
to necessity,and honest in every respect, this was ; and I 
could as soon venture my life with it, as any thing I 
ever undertook. We did find out, I mean myself and 
the Council, that if there were need, to have greater 
forces to carry on this work, it was a most righteous 
thing to put the charge upon that party, which was the 
cause of' it, and if there be any Man that hath a face 
looking averse to this, I dare pronounce him to be a 
man against the interest of England. Upon this account, 
and upon this ground of necessity, when he saw what 
game they were upon, and knew individual persons, and 
of the greatest rank, not a few, engaged in this business; 
(I knew one man that laid down his life for it, and by 
letters intercepted, which made it as clear as the day,) 
we did think it our duty to make them that were in the 
combination of men, as evident as any thing in the 
world, equally to bea^ their share of the Charge, one 
with another, for the raising of the forces that were so 
necessary to defend us against those designs. And truly. 
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if any man be angry at it, / am plain, and shall use 
an homely expression, let him turn the Buckle of his 
Girdle b^ind him. If this were to be done again, I 
would do it, , , , How the Major Generals have behayed 
themselves in that Work ? I hope they are men^ as to 
their persons^ of known integrity and fidelity^ and Men 
that have freely adventured their blood and lives^ for 
that Good Cause^ (if it he thought so, and it was weU 
stated, against all the humours and fancies of men). 
Andj tnily^ England doth yet receive one day more of 
lengthening out its tranquillity by that occasion. . . . 

'* You see where your war is. It is with the Spaniard. 
You have peace with all nations^ or the most of them, 
Swede, Dane^ Dutch. At present, I say it is weU, it is 
at present so : and so with the Portugal, France, the 
Mediterranean Sea; both those states, both Christian and 
profane. The Mahometans, you have peace with them 
all. Only with Spain, I say, you have a difference, you 
have a war. I pray consider it. Do I come to tell you 
that I would tie you to this War ? No. As you shall 
find your spirits and reasons grounded in what hath been 
said, so let you & me join in the prosecution of that War, 
as we are satisfied, and as the cause will appear to our 
consciences, in the sight of the Lord ; but if you can 
come to prosecute it, prosecute it vigorously, or do not 
do it all, . . . 

'^ I have had Petitions, and acknowledgments, and 
professions, from whole counties ; as from Cornwall, De- 
von, Somerset, and other counties ; acknowledgments 
that they do but desire they may have liberty and pro- 
tection in the worshipping of God according to their own 
Judgments, for the purging of their congregations, and 
the labouring to attain more purity of faith and repent* 
ance; that in their outward profession the]^ will not strain 
themselves beyond their own line. I have had those ; I 
have them to show ; and I confess, I look at that as the 
blessedest thing which hath been since the adventuring 
upon this Government, that these times produce. . . • 
For my part, I should think I were very treacherous, if 
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/ should take away Hthee, till I see the legislative power 
to settle maintenance to them another way ; but whoever 
they be that shall contend to destroy thenij that doth 
as really cut their throats^ as it is a drift to take them 
away, before a way of preparation or other maintenance 
be had. Truly^ I think sJl such practices and proceed- 
ings should be discountenanced. I have heard it from 
as gracious a Minister as any is in England — I have 
had it professed^ that it would he afar greater satisfac* 
turn to them to have it another way, if the State will pro- 
vide it. • • • 

" In my conscience it was a shame to be a Christian, 
vdthin these fifteen^ sixteen, or seventeen years in this 
nation, either in Cesar's house or elsewhere. It was a 
shame, it was a reproach to a Man ; and the badge of 
Puritan was put upon it. We would keep up the No' 
hility and Gentry ; and the way to keep them up is, not 
to suffer them to be Patronizers, nor Countenuncers of 
debauchery or disorders. And you will hereby be as 
Labourers in the Work ; and a Man may tell us plainly 
as can be, what becomes us, by our indifierency or luke- 
warmness, under I know not what weak pretensions, if 
it lives in us. Therefore, I say, if it be in the General, 
it is a tiling, I am confident, that the liberty and pros- 
perity of this nation depends upon reformation. Make 
it a shame to see men to be bold in sin and profaneness, 
and God will bless you. You will be a blessing to the 
nation ; and by this, be more Repairers of breaches 
than any thing in the World. Truly, these things do 
respect the souls 6f Men, and the spirits, which are the 
Men. The mind is the Man, If that be kept pure, a 
man signifies somewhat, if not, I would very fain see 
what difference there is betwixt him and a beast. He 
hath only some activity to do some more mischief . • 

'' There are some things which respect the Estates of 
men, and there is one general grievance in the Nation, 
It is the law. Not that the laws are a grievance, 
but there are laws that are a grievance, and the great 
grievance lies in the execution and administration, I 
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think^ I may say it^ / have as eminent Judges in this 
land, as have been had, or that the Nation has had 
for these many years. . . . Truly I could be parti- 
cular, as to the* executive part^ to the administration ; 
but that would trouble you. But the truth of it is^ 
there are wicked and abominable laws^ that will be in 
your power to alter. To Jiang a man for 6d, Sd, ! I 
know not what ! To hang for a trifle, and pardon 
murder, is in the ministration of the lau), through the ill 
framing of it. I have known, in my experience, abomi- 
nable murders quitted — and seen Men lose their lives 
for petty matters ! This is a thing that God will reckon 
for^ and I wish it may not lie upon this nation a day 
longer than you have an opportunity to give a remedy^ 
and I hope I shall cheerfully join with you in it. This 
hath been a great grief to many honest hearts and con- 
scientious people^ and I hope it is in all your Hearts to 
rectify it. . . . 

*^ I say it again^ the endeavours have been^ by those 
that have been appointed^ by those that have been 
Major. Generals, I can repeat them with comfort^ that 
it hath been effectual for the preservation of your p^ace. 
It hath been more effectual towards the discountenancing 
of vice and settling religion^ than any thing done these 
fifty years. / wiil abide it, notwithstanding the envy 
and slander of foolish men. But I say there hath been a 
design I I confess I speak that to you with a little vehe» 
mency. But you had not that peace two months together, 
I profess, I believe it as much as ever I did any 
thing in the World, and how instrumental they have 
been to your peace, and for your preservation, by such 
means, which w^ say was necessity, than from all insti- 
tuted things in the world. ... If you would make Laws 
against the things that God may dispose, to meet with 
every thing that may happen, why then make a law in 
the face of God, and tell God you will meet his dispen- 
sations, and you will stay things, whether he will or no. 
But if you make laws of good government, that Men 
may know how to obey and do, for Government, you 
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may make laws that have frailty and weakness^ aye^ and 
good laws observed ; but if nothing should be done, but 
what is according to law, the throat of the nation may be 
cut, till we send Jor some to make a law. Therefore^ 
certainly^ it is a pitiful, beastly notion^ to tbink^ that 

THOUGH IT BE FOR OBDINARY GOVERNMENT TO LIVE BY 

LAW AND RULE, YET Yet to be clamourcd at, and 

blottered at ! When matters of necessity come> invio- 
lably^ then what ea;traordinary remedies may not be 
applied ? who can be so pitiful a person ? , , , I must 
say, I do not know one action, no, not one^ but it hath 
been in order to the peace and safety of the nation ; and 
the keeping of some in Prison hath been upon such clear 
and just grounds, that no Man can except against it. 
I know there are some imprisoned in the Isle of Wight, 
Cornwall, and elsewhere, and the cause of their impri- 
sonment was, they were all found acting things that 
tended to the disturbance of the peace of the nation. . . 

" I beseech you, do not disjfute of unnecessary and 
unprofitable things, that may divert you from carrying 
on so glorious a work as this is. I think every objec- 
tion that ariseth, is not to be answered, nor have I time 
for it. I say, look up to God ; have peace amongst 
yourselves. Know assuredly, that, if I have interest^ 
/ am by the voice of the people the Supreme Magistrate, 
and, it may be, know somewhat, that may satisfy my 
conscience^ if I stood in doubt. But it is an union, 
really it is an union, between you and me, and both of 
lis united in faith and love to Jesus Christ, and to his 
peculiar interest in the World, that must ground this 
work ; and in that, if I have any peculiar interest that 
is personal to myself, that is not subservient to the pub- 
lic end^ it were no extravagant thing for me to curse 
myself, because I know God will curse me, if I have.** 

When the lord protector had closed, the members 
returned to their own house, where they found the 
door guarded 4)y soldiers, with orders to admit none but 
such as were provided with a certificate of the approbation 
of the council, signed by the clerk of the commonwealth. 
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Upwards of a hundred members were thus^ to their 
amazement and indignation, at once excluded. The 
rest entered, and elected Widdrington as their speaker. 
The first business urged, on the following day, was 
that of the excluded members. They had, the pre- 
vious evening, drawn up and signed a letter of remon- 
strance, addressed to the speaker, who read it to the 
house. It set forth that they whose names were sub- 
scribed, having been duly returned to serve with them in 
parliament, were kept back in the lobby by soldiers; and 
they now demanded admission to discharge their trust. 
Upon the reading of this letter, a motion of adjournment 
was negatived by a majority of 115 to 80 ; a resolution 
that the driven out members be referred for redress to the 
council, and that the house do proceed with the great 
affairs of the nation, was carried by a majority of 125 
to 29« Upon this several members, to show their dis. 
approbation, voluntarily seceded, and those who had 
been driven out by force published an appeal to the 
people of £ngland, which showed, in the eloquent lan- 
guage of just indignation, for what excellent reasons 
such men had been excluded from the subservient and 
servile business for which the tyrant of England had 
summoned what he called a parliament. It is more 
the business of this work to supply the substance of 
that noble appeal, than to trace the repulsive track of 
the mean and spiritless members, who continued to 
crawl before the feet of their master and lord. 

It stated — and it bore the signature of a hundred 
educated and wealthy Englishmen — that when our 
ancestors in parliament had found oppression and 
tyranny too strong for them to subdue, they had often 
made their protestations, and forewarned the people of 
their danger. The remonstrators referred particularly 
to a protestation of the third parliament of the late 
king (March, 16^9), in which they had declared. that^ 
whoever should advise him to levy tonnage and pound* 
age, not being granted by parliament, should be ac- 
counted a capital enemy ; and whoever paid the tax^ a 
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betrayer of the liberties of England. They go on to 
say, that the rumonr has doubtless gone through the 
nation, that a considerable number of the members, 
chosen by the people to represent them in parliament, 
have^ by force of arms, been excluded from the place of 
their sitting. But they express their fear, that the 
slavery, rapines, cruelties, murders, and confusion, com- 
prehended in that one horrid fact, have not been so 
sensibly discerned, and so much laid to heart, as the 
case required ; and they doubt not but, as the manner 
of the man had been, that the name of God and religion, 
and formal fasts and prayers, will be made use of to 
colour over the blackness of the deed. 

They proceed, therefore, to remonstrate, that, by the 
fundamental rights of the nation, the people ought not 
to be bound by any laws but such as have been freely 
consented to by their deputies in parliament, and that 
by preserving this principle, the good people of England 
have, beyond the memory of any record, retained their 
estates, their families, and their lives, which had else 
been destroyed at the will of every tyrant. They add, 
that the parliaments of England, consisting of the 
people's chosen deputies, have always been, and ought 
to be, the ordainers and creators of dignities, offices, 
and authorities, within this nation ; and have of right 
exercised the power of disposing even of the kingly 
office, and of enlarging or restraining the kingly power; 
and have questioned, censured, and judged, even the 
persons of our kings themselves, who have acknowledged 
their power to be only entrusted to them for the 
nation's welfare. English kings had feared the people's 
complaints in parliament, well aware that it was their 
custom to choose for their deputies the most known 
champions for their liberties ; and none of the kings, in 
their highest attempts at tyranny, had ever dared 
to throw aside by force as many of ^e chosen members 
as they thought would not serve their ends, till the 
time of the present protector. But, they observe, the 
chief magistrate now in office dedares that his pro- 
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clainations shall have the force of laws^ and takes upon 
himself to be above the people of England, and to cen- 
sure the whole or any part, hy no other rule than his 
own pleasure. Douhtless, if he had conquered the 
nation, he yet could not hut know that the right of the 
people's deputies in parliament would remain good 
against liim^ as against a public enemy, unless, by some 
agreement with the people in parliament, he were ad- 
mitted to some sort of governing power ; nor could he 
be discharged from the character of a public enemy, by 
any agreement with a part of the people's deputies, 
while he shut out another part. 

These gallant and high-spirited men conclude, there^ 
fore, with protesting, first, that whoever had advised or 
assisted the protector in excluding a part of the people's 
deputies, was a capital enemy of the commonwealth; 
and they quote the instance of judge Tresilian under 
Richard II., who was executed at Tyburn for advising 
the king to dissolve the parliament. Secondly, that 
all such members as should sit, act, and vote, in the 
name of a parliament, whilst other legal members were 
shut out, were to be accounted betrayers of the liberties 
of England, and adherents to the capital enemies of the 
commonwealth. 

Nor did these at all belie the description. They had 
at once passed a resolution declaratory of the justice 
and policy of the war against Spain, and two acts, by one 
of which were annulled all claims of Charles Stuart and 
his family to the crown ; while by the other additional 
safeguards were provided for the person of their chief 
governor, Oliver Cromwell. With the same unanimity 
a supply of 400,000/. had been voted ; but when the means 
of raising the money came under consideration, a great 
diversity of opinion prevailed, and, upon this question, 
even these poor tools of the protectorate did not dare 
to commit themselves with the country, subdued and 
distracted as it was beneath the hope of effectual re- 
sistance. Some proposed to inquire into the conduct 
of the treasury; some to adopt improvements in the 
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tollectibn of the revenue; others recommended an augU 
mentation of the excise ; and others a more economical 
System of expenditure. In the discussion of these 
questions and of private IhUs^ week after week, and 
month after months were most unprofitahly consumed ; 
though the time limited by the instrument was passed/ 
still the money bill had made no progress ; and to add 
to the impatience of Cromwell — who^ though he had 
an important matter of his own to engage him mean.* 
while^ still showed himself impatient — they com-' 
menoed a series of infamous cruelties and tortures^ 
against Fox, Naylor^ Biddle^ the Quakers^ the Uni-« 
tarians^ the Muggletonians^ and other strange religious 
sects that had recently started up. 

All this^ however, while it added to the protector*tf 
impatience^ was secretly advancing the protector's de- 
sign^ which^ with his more private creatures^ had been 
in discussion and deliberation ever since tins parliament 
assembled. This was no less than the expediency of 
venturing on a revival of kingship, and assuming for him«« 
self the crown. The strongest effect he was yet called on 
to encounter had been wrought against the protectorate hy 
the gallant remonstrance he had just provoked ; eveiy 
where around him were symptoms of dissolution and 
change, which it would speedily require some bold and 
novel course of policy to gather up for even common^ 
safety; his major-generals were hated universally; the 
system he had hoped to establish was confessedly a failure^ 
that very system, however, had prepared the way for any 
change as some relief; and some change there must be^ 
sooner or later, since all the designs he held once, in 
connection with the protectorate, had either beeff 
thwarted, or had utterly failed. He now saw, in addi-* 
tion, that the presbyterian and sectarian measures of 
this parliament — repulsive to the general body of th^ 
people — would give him for the moment a fictitious 
consideration for superior wisdom and gentleness* 
Having satisfied himself, in any case, that now was the 
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fit time to striie the Uow, he inffered not the dcky of 
toother initant. 

, The fir9t idea he had was to seize the ooeasioB of 
propitanting the people, stiU more than in a disapfHwrai 
of ^e sectarian cruelties id the parliament^ by efl^cting 
a dissolution of the powers of the major-generals ! He^ 
therefore^ who had called that bodj into existence; — who^ 
at the opening of the parliament^ had been eloquent 
^n their praise ;-^he who had declared that, after hia 
experience of their utility, *^ if the thing were undone, he 
lurould do it again;" — he now not only abandoned 
them himself, but instructed those over whom he had 
ijbe greatest influence in the house, to conduct the oppo* 
mtion against them ! He orer-reached himself in thisy 
fs he afterwards discovered, most egregiously. 
. The sulgect was opened in the house, on the quf^ 
^on of the legal confirmation of the major-generals^ 
l^ccording to a previous wily scheme, by the protector la 
9on«in-law Clay pole; who said, he did but start the game^. 
and must leave it to others more experienced than he 
to follow in the chace. He shoi^, therefore, only say, 
that to violate the act of obfivion, as the major-generald 
und their instructions had invariably done, was a pro- 
ceeding that should not have his approbation. He had 
believed, that, in the situation in which the nation dien 
stood, the commission and measures of the major* 
generals were necessary; and they ought, therefore, to* 
be indamnifled. But to turn such proceedings into a 
IjiWf was an affair of a very diflferent sort ; nor could 
he admit that the authority which had been given to 
these officers, was fit any longer to be continued. The 
debate which followed was unusually long and obsti^ 
sate. It continued for ten successive days. Lambett 
mnd the major-generals were strenuous in supporting 
the measure, and Broghill, another dose creature of 
Cromwell's, as strenuously opposed it, and spoke fbr 
the instant dispersion of mi^or-gen^als* So did 
'SVhitelocke. At length the protector's desire WM 
even more directly declared. In one of. tiie later 
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^dbateB a lively youth, colonel H«nry Cromwell, grand*" 
fion of old Sir Oliver Cromwell, and, of tourse, nephetr 
to the protector, rose, after Boteler, one of the major- 
jg^erals, had finished his speech in fayour of the hill^ 
and replied with great smartness. He ohserved, that 
the last i^waker^ as well as several that had gone hefore 
him, had argued that, because some of the cavaliers had 
dmie amiss, all ought to be punidied. ^' By the same 
rale," said this stripling, << I may infer that, becauso 
aome of the mi^or-generals have done ill, of which 
I offer to produce proofs, all of them ought to be 
visited with the censure of this house." Major-genen^ 
Kelsey^ who probably held himself to be particularly 
aimed at, immediately called the speaker to order, and 
insisted that he ^ould name the persons whom he 
charged as offenders* The colonel declared his entire 
readiness to do so, and that he seconded the proposition 
of the n»\jor-general. It was however determined to 
put eff this question till the end of the debate^ that the 
main business might not be interrupted. A similar 
scene passed with another member on the following 
morning, when the major-generals were flattered with 
comparisons to a set of Turkish bashaws* 

Meanwhile it was intimated to young Cromwell that^ 
he should repent the attack he had made, and that he 
would find the protector, his kinsman, greatly ofi^ded 
inth his forwardness. The colond^ we are told, thua 
rebuked^ immediately repaired to his highness, and 
avowed what he had said^ holding forth documents in 
his hands to justify his assertions. Cromwell, in retttrn, 
reproached him, between jest and earnest, with the rash-* 
uess of his conduct ; and, at the close of the interview, 
pulled off a rich scarlet doak he happened to wear, and 
presented it, with his gloves, to the youth. The next 
^y, Henry Cromwell came down to the house, wearing 
&ese tokens of his triumph, to the great satisfaction and 
delight of some, to the tirouble of o^rs *, and to the 
special mortification of the major-generals, who, by the 
^ G<Nlwio, Tol. if. p^ 310-830. Thurloe, vol Ti. p. fla 
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desertion of Cromwell^ found themselyed subsequently 
exposed to actions at law for the exercise of those 
powers which they had accepted in obedience to his 
pommand. The result of the debate was to disallow their 
authority by a majority of 124 to 88, Lambert and 
Cromwell never afterwards spoke to each other. 

The explosion of the Sexby and Syndercombe plot 
against Cromwell*s life now happened so opportunely. 
in furtherance of Cromwell's designs, that it became the 
general belief afterwards that it had been purposely 
forced on by Thurloe's spies. A casual mention of th^ 
policy of re-establishing ^^ kingship" followed immer 
diately in the house, and was succeeded by a more delit 
berate and explicit recommendation of it from Mr^ 
Ashe, who, in a brief discussion on the Syndercombe 
plot, and measures for the greater safety of his high-^ 
ness's person, remarked holdly: — '' I would havesome-c 
thing else added, which, in my opinion, would tend very 
much to the preservation of himself and us, and to the 
quieting of all the designs of our enemies ; that hi^ 
highness would be pleased to take upon him the govern*; 
ment according to the ancient constitution, so that the 
hopes of our enemies and their plots would be at ai^ 
end." 

This suggestion was made on the 19th of January \657^ 
and seems to have been tolerably well received by several 
of the members. One of them, indeed, remarked, that 
he did not know what was meant by the ^^ ancient con-* 
stitution," if it were not the interest of Charles Stuart, 
whom he hoped that they did not intend to call back 
again. He had no wish that Cromwell should be ap« 
pointed the viceroy of the exiled king, or any such, 
thing. But another, Mr, Robinson, replied, that it 
was not a matter of merriment: on the contrary, it 
was one which ought to be seriously weighed. " When,", 
said he, '^ men pull down their houses that are ruinous, 
they try awhile, by setting up shrouds, but finding them, 
drop in, they build their houses again, I cannot prow 
pound a better expedient for the preservation both of his 
highness and the people^ tbaii.by establishing the govern* 



tnent^ttpbn the old and tikd foundation^ as Vas moved 
to you by a grave and well-experienced person." Still 
there was some startling resistance. One of the orators 
^xclaimed^ '' Will you make the protector the great-^ 
^t hypocrite in the world ?" Yet most serviceable 
had the hint and its preliminary skirmish proved^ since 
it marked the relative quarters of favour and oppo« 
eition. 

' The next incidents in the comedy were an address of 
congratulation to Cromwell on his escape from assassin-* 
ation^ and his own princely entertainment to the various 
members given at Whitehall. As soon as ever they 
re-assembled^ the grand scheme was fairly broached; 
Whitelocke had been asked to do it, but warily refused* 
He readily promised, at the same time^ to support it 
with all his power. 

' The day was the 23d of February, and as soon aa 
the members were seated, sir Christopher Pack, a^ 
alderman, and representative of London, who had been 
lord mayor ^, called the attention of the house to the 
unsettled state of the nation ; suggested that, as the best 
remedy, " the lord protector might be desired to assume 
the title of kimo, as the best known and most agreeable 
kind of government to the English"; and proposed that a 
bill which he held in his hand should be read. So extra- 
ordinary was the sensation when the word kino declared 
itself at last> that many members rose simultaneously 
from their seats, and poor Pack was violently borne down 
to the bar t ; but, on the restoration of order, he found 
himself supported by Broghill, Whitelocke, and Glynny 
knd, with them, by the whole body of the lawyers and 
the dependents of the court The paper was ultimately 
read, after a division on that question in which the 
party of the protector gained a triumph, carrying with 
them a majority of 144 to 54. It was entitled, ^' An 
humble Address and Remonstrance." It protested 

* And is accused, I may subjoin, in Heath*i Chroniete, with' the guilt 
of embezzling a charitable ftmd of which he was commissioner, and with^ 
having eamed.'his pardon from Cromwell, by the present service. He wa« 
Afterwards made one of his Lords I ^. . 
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against the existing form of gOTernment^ which dat 
jpended for security on the odions institution of majors 
generals ; and it provided, in a series of eighteen articles^ 
that the protector shoald assume a higher tide, and 
govern, as had been done in times past, with the advice 
of two houses of parliament. After some resohite oppo« 
siticm from the xepuUican officers, among whom Lanu 
hert, Deshorougfa, and Fleetwood, made themselvea 
most prominent, a motion that it should he discussed 
paragraph by paragraph, was carried by 100 to 44« 
Successive debates at once began. 

The opposition of Fleetwood and Desborough ocea^ 
^oned great surprise, but it was accounted for by their 
patural timidity, and still more perhaps by Cromwell's 
desertion of them in their unpopidar and ill-requited 
service of major-generalship. Lambert's resistance was 
little wondered at, since Pack's .proposition would have 
raised a lasting barrier between his own notorious 
ambition, and the means which, with a special promise, 
as it was said, of assistance from Cromwell himself, he 
still looked for achieving it. The fact of such an 
important matter having been put forth without either 
co-operation and consent from such men as these — the 
most essential members of Cromwell's own council— t 
shows not only a most passionate desire for it in the 
breast of the lord protector, but proves that (as the prd^ 
eeedings on the mtgor-generals had led men to suspect) 
many of the most weighty consultations of the govern* 
ment of the protectorate were not held in the council 
chamber. 

The great author of the plot at the same time professed 
utter ignorance and unconcern about it ! Strengthened 
by the opposition of such men as Lambert and Fleet* 
wood, it would seem that on the second or third day of 
the debate, which was regularly continued on each section 
of the proposed bill, one hundred of the inferior officers 
waited on the protector ; to entreat him that he would 
not listen to the idea of administering the executive 
government under the proposed new title ; suggesting 
that it would not be pleasing to the army ; nor to the 
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godlj 'snct pious manbera of the community ; that it 
would be hazardous to bis own person^ and dangeroui 
to the nation; and was calculated^ in the resid^ to makd 
way for the restoration of the exiled family. In answeot 
to this; while he affected to ridicule or be careless 
of the title of kingship^ he yet disclosed the deep 
purpose of his souL He retorted back upon these 
soldiers many of the vilest passages of their own. 
policy; he directed their attention to the sort of 
parliament that had assembled^ and asked them if 
there ought not to be, in the goTemment they had 
themselves erected, more liberty of eontroL There 
was a time when they felt no objection to the 
title of king ; for the army had ofkted it to him with 
the original instrument of government. He had re. 
jected it then^ and had no greater love for it now. Ha 
had always been the ^' drudge '' of the officers^ had done 
the work which they imposed on him, and had sacrificed 
his opiaion to theirs. If the present parliament had 
been called, it was in opposition to his individual Judg<« 
ment ; if the bill, which proved so injurious to the 
m^or-generals, had been brought into the house, it was 
contrary to his advice. But the officers had overrated 
their own strength; the country called for an end 
to all arbitrary proceedings ; the punishment of Naylor 
proved the necessity of a check on the judicial proceed-^ 
ings of the parliament, and that check could only be 
procured by investing the protector with additional au^ 
thority ! This speech, however, which has only been 
recovered within the last eight years, is so remarkable 
Aat I here present it to the reader, as it stands in the 
diary of one who was present. 

^^ His highness returned answer presentiy to this 
effect. That the first man that told him of it, was he, 
the mouth of the officers then present (meaning colonel 
Mills) ; that, for his part, he had never been at any 
.cabal about the same (hinting by that, the frequent 
^ cabals that were against kingship by certain officers)* 
He said, the time was, when they boggled not at the 
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ITotd (king), for ihe instrament by which the goTeni4 
Ment now stands^ was presented to his highness with 
ihe title (king) in it^ as some there present could wit* 
ness^ pointing at a principal officer, then in his eye, 
and he refused to accept of the title, ' But, how it 
oomes to pass that they now startle at that title, they 
best know* That^ for his part, he heed the title, a 
feather in a hat, as little as they did. That they had 
knade him their drudge, upon all occasions; to dissolve 
the Long Parliament, who had contracted evil enough by 
long sitting; to call a parliament^ or convention of 
their naming^ who met ; and what did they ? Fly at 
liberty and property ! insomuch as if one man had 
twelve cows, they held another that wanted cows ought 
to take share with his neighbour ! Who could have 
said any thing was their own, if they had gone on ?. 
After their dissolution^ how was I pressed by you (said 
he) for the rooting out of the ministry ; nay, rather 
than fail, to starve them out ! A parliament was after^ 
wards called; they sat five months: it is true we 
hardly heard of them in all that time. They took the 
instrument into debate, and they must needs he dissolved; 
lUid yet stood not the instrument in need of mending ^ 
Was not the case hard with me, to be put upon to stoeaf 
to that which was so hard to be kept 9 Some time after 
that, you thought it was necessary to have major.ge-> 
nerals ; and the first rise to that motion (which was the 
late general insurrections) was justifiable; and you^ 
major »»generals, did your parts weU. ' You might have 
gone on. Who bid you to go to the house with a bill, 
^n/d there receive a foU f After you had exercised thii 
power a while, impatient were you till « parliament was 
.ellled. I gave my vote against it, but you [were] con- 
tident^ by your own strength and interest, to get men 
chosen to your heart's desire. How you have failed 
therein, and how much the country hath been disobliged, 
is well known. That it is time to come to a settlement^ 
(jmd lay aside arbitrary proceedings, so unacceptable to the 
nation, .And by the j^roceedings of this parliament^ you 
see they stand in need of 4 theck, or balancing power 



^memiittg the house of lords^ or a house so constituted]^ 
^ the case of James Naylor might happen to he your 
own case. By their judicial power they fall upon life 
imd memher^ and doth the instrument enable me to con^ 
Witf** 

. This extraordinary harangue^ in which we may dis^ 
<^Yer the lorjd protector's most peculiar and striking mode 
of dealing with his old brethren in anps^ was in a great 
degree successfuL Several of the officers at once " disco^* 
yered a leaning " to the recommendation of their old gene-* 
tsUL In conclusion^ an arrangement was made^ in pur-* 
nuance of which the measure was allowed to proceedf 
It was agreed^ that the question of the title under which 
the executive government was to he exercised should 
he postponed till the last^ and that the parliament should 
come to a vote that no provision in the bill should be 
regarded as binding till the whole had been gone through^ 
In return for these concessions on the part of the pro-* 
tector^ the officers consented that that particular propo-* 
sition should pass in virtue of which the present chief 
magistrate should be authorised to name his successor^ 
and the other also which was in favour of the parliament 
consisting of two houses. The issue of this confer-^ 
lence confirmed Cromwell in his resolution of pursuing 
)u8 purpose to the last. 

. The officers fulfilled their pledge^ and their part of the 
compact was executed to the letter. The first article of 
the remonstrance consisted of two propositions: th^ 
first praying that Cromwell would hold the office of 
phief magistrate with the title of king ; the second^ that 

* Sloane MSS. Addi|ion8 to Ascough. It U now appended to the diary 
■of Banton. One of Croinweirg most remarkable accomplishments in the 
|irt of dissimulation, was this power he had, as in the present speech, of ac- 
commodating his craft, whether of cajolery, expostulation, or threat, to 
the various manners and nicest habits of thmking of his yarious victimfl 
or du^. Thus, too, when eyen the young Quaker must denounce to him 
th6 iniquity of war and its upholders, he would be answered with—" It is 
'Very good ; it is truth ; if thou and 1 were but an hour of a day together^ 
^e should be nearer one to the other.'* I am reminded of this anecdote. 
i>y its quotation in the last volume of the " History of the Colonisation of 
the United States, by George Bancroft ; *' a work of the deepest interest 
^o any student of the times to which these memoirs have been devoted $ 
and executed in a manner, whether its style or opinions are regarded, thtt 
innst elevate in general esteem the national lit^ature of America. ~ 
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He would please^ during his life-time^ to name the p&P. 
son who should succeed him. The fiist was postponed ; 
the second was immediately adopted. The second ar>* 
tick was, that there should he parliaments once in three 
years at furthest^ to consist of two houses, constituted in 
such a manner as should hereafter he agieed on and de- 
dared. This was yoted without a division. The third 
article prescribed, that the ancient and undoubted pri» 
Tileges of parliament diould be preserved and maia. 
tained, and that the chief mag^trate ^ould not l»eak 
or interrupt them, nor tnSer them to be broken or in- 
terrupted ; and in particular, that those persons who 
Were legally chosen to represent the people in pariia^ 
ment should not be excluded from sitting but by the 
judgment and consent of that house of which they 
were members. This was in a like manner voted, and 
imposed the necessity on Cromwell, if he continued 
the present house of commons under the act, to restore 
the excluded republicans. The fourth article related to 
the qualifications, either in point of loyalty, or of reli^ 
gion and morality, which should be required of mem>* 
bers of the house of commons, and to the number and 
distribution of members of which that house should 
consist. The fifth article directed, that the members of 
the other house should be in number not fewer than 
forty, nor more than seventy ; that they should be 
named by the chief magistrate, and approved by parlia^^ 
ment ; and that, upon the decease of any one of them, no 
new memba* should be admitted to sit but by the con« 
sent of the house of which he was to be a member; 
The sixth article ordered, that no new law should be 
made, nor old one altered, suspended, or repealed, but 
by consent of parliament. The seventh article di- 
rected, that there should be an annual revenue of one 
million for the maintenance of the army and navy, and 
of three hundred thousand pounds for the support of 
government ; that this should not be altered but by con* 
sent of parliament ; that such other temporary suppHeg 
i^ould be granted as the commons might judge neces- 
sary ; that there should be no land-tax ; and that no 



lelitrge or impogt should be laid on the people btit hf 
content of pariiament. The eighth artade related to the 
privy coundl. The ninth artide directed that the great 
officers of state du>uld be approved by parliament. Tht 
4enth and eleventh artides rdated to religion and tokr* 
ation^ and provided that no persons who acknowledged 
the doctrine of the Trinity, and the scriptures to be 
Ihe word of God, should be molested in Ihe freedom of 
their worship. This liberty was not to be extended to 
popery and prelacy. There were seven other artides of 
Jess importance, on minor matters of detail. All were 



The grand article was then discussed, and after two 
days' debate was carried, that Cromwell" should be de». 
sired to take on him the government with the title of 
KiKG. The numbers were IQ8 to 62. The day foL 
lowing this, it was resolved to change the title of this in- 
strument from address and remonstrance to that of 
petition and advice; and it was further determined 
that, unless the lord protector should be satisfied to give 
his unreserved ocmsent to the whole, no part of the in* 
strument should be deeded to be of force. 

They now took it up to Cromwell in a body, and to their 
amazement were received with doubts, and unoertain^. 
ties, and most delicate scruples. Widdrlngton, as speaker, 
addressed him in a long speech in commendation of the 
measure, after which the *' petition and advice " was read 
by the clerk of the house. In reply, the protector observed, 
that of all the things that had befallen him in his public 
life, the present offer struck him as being of the greatest 
magnitude, and most worthy of deliberation ; and he 
therefore demanded from them some short time, to ask 
counsel of God, and of his own heart, lest his answer 
should savour more of the flesh, proceed from lust, arise 
from arguments of self, than from those momentous 
considerations by which he desired to be governed on such 
an occasion. The time was granted. Three days after, 
Cromwell addressed a letter to the speaker, requesting to 
^ attended by acommittee of the house, which according 
waited upon him the next day at Whitehall. To them he 
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^laiiiedliimself in faint anduhwilling tennd/6aying,tb*«tt 
he had not been able to find it bid duty to God and thfe 
parliament to undertake tbe proposed charge under this 
title assigned. His partisans immediately understood 
the secret of his disclaimer^ and moved that the hous6 
adhere to the petition and advice they had presented. 
This resolution was carried immediately after the report 
bf Cromwell's declining the honour intended him* With 
this vote, they presented themselves once more on the foU 
lowing day^ and received this formal answer. 
( ^^ That no man could put a greater value than he 
did, and always should do^ upon the desires and advice of 
(the parliament / readily acknowledging, that it was the 
4tdvice of the parliament of these three nations. 

*' That he looked upon the things advised to, in thd 
general notion of them^ as tending to the settlement of 
•die chiefest things that could fall into the hearts of 
men to desire or endeavour after ; and this, at such A 
. time^ when the nation was big with expectation of any 
.thing that might add to their better being ; and, there* 
«fbre, that he must needs put a very high esteem upon^ 
and have a very reverend opinion of, any thing that 
xame from them; and that so he hath had of that in- 
4ttrum6nt presented to him^ as be had already expressed 
.himself; and that what he expressed had been from ah 
honest heart toward the parliament and public, which 
(he said) he spake not to <;ompliment them, being past 
all consideration of that kind, seeing both himself and 
the parliament must be real now, if ever. 

^^ That in this business they laid a burden upon a 
man conscious of his own infirmities and disa))ilities ; 
:iind therefore he hoped that it would be no evil in him to 
measure their advice and his own infirmities, seeing these 
'Would have some influence upon conscience ; conscience 
in him that receives talents, to know how he might an-» 
swer the trust of them ; that he hath had, and still hath; 
■such a conscience ; and therefore that when he thought 
he had had an opportunity, lately, to make an answer, he 
made that answer ; being a person that had been before, 
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and then, and'Hnce, lifting up hia heart to God, toknwA 
i/Dhat might he hi9 duty at such a time as tbis^ and upoa 
such an occasion and trial as this was to him. 
. ^' That he knew great place^ great authority^ to be 4 
great burden^ and that he knew a man who was con«< 
vinced^ in his conscience^ that nothing less would enable 
him to the discharge of it^ than assistance from aboTe ;-. 
and that it concerned such a person^ so convinced and 
1^0 persuaded^ to be right with the Lord in such an un- 
dertaking. And that if he undertook any thii^ not vi 
faith^ he might serve them in his own unbelief^ and so 
be the unprofitablest servant that ever a people or m 
nation had. 

^^ That he desired leave therefore to ask counsel^ being 
ready to render a reason of his own apprehension^ which, 
haply, might be overswayed by better apprehensions.) 
That as to the point of liberty^ he acknowledged 
they had made provisions for it^ both spiritual and civil ;. 
the greatest provision that ever was made. Tha(2 
himself desired liberty to vent his own doubts^ and: 
his own fears and scruples^ though haply in sucl^ 
cases as these were^ the world had judged that a man'a 
conscience ought to know no scruple ; but that his did f 
and that he durst not dissemble ; and therefore they who 
were knowing in the ground of their own actions^ would 
best be able to measure advice to others. « 

" That there were many things in that instrument 
besides that one of the name and title of king, which 
required much information as tp his judgment; and 
that it was they, and none but they, that could capacitate 
him to receive satisfaction in them : that otherwise he; 
must say, he was not informed, and so not acted, as he 
knew they intended he should be, and as every man la 
the nation should be. 

'^ That he could not tell what other return to make 
to them than this, that he was ready to give them a 
reason if they would capacitate him to give it, and 
themselves to receive it, and to do that in the othe|^ 
things, if they would inform him a Uttk more partievi^ 



dian the vote pmed yetterdky, ud now read ts 
And that he hoped, when he ondentood dw 
ada of those things, the wbtAe being not w much 
hdr good ind hie own, m for the good of the n«- 
there wonid be no doabt but that the; might, ereir 
loee particulari, find out meh things as might an- 
their duty, bii own, and all their duties, to those 
n they both served. 

That this was what, with a great deal of aff^don, 
nr, and respect, he offered then unto them." 
be injormatum he here asked it was at onee resolved 
Id be granted A committee of the house waa 
id for conference, and to solve the apparent doubts 
« protector. This committee conusted of ninetj- 
persons, who had voted for the title of lung; 
Kre known to be &vourable in that essential 
t to the tenor of the petition and advice. The 
included Whallej, Gofi^, and Bt^rj, from among 
n^or^generale ; and the name of Waller, who first/ 
e have seen, pubhcly suggested the thing, is reij 
eriy to he found there too. The qteaken in the 
erence were Glyn, Whitelocke, Fiennes, Liila, LeDw 
ccdonel Jones, sir Charles Wolsdey, sir Richard 
ow, and lord Broghil. The tenor Of their argu- 
ba, which were inordinatel]' lengthy, and in which 
nwell himself was perhaps the most lengthy and 
nost able of all, may be thus given, 
romwell proposed to aigue the question on tba 
nd of expedience. If the power were the same 
T a protector, where, he asked, could be the use of 
ig f The title wouhl offend men, who, by their 
ler services, had earned the right to have even their 
idices respected. Neither ivaa he sure that the 
itablishment of royalty might not be a falling off 
that erase in which they had engaged, and from 
Providence by which they had been so marvel- 
y supported. It was true, that the scripture 
tioned die dignity of king ; but to the testimony of 
iture. might be opposed " the visible hand of God,'^ 
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irho, fn the late contest^ " had eradicated kingsldp.'^ 
It was gravely replied^ that protector was a new, king 
an ancient^ tide ; the first had no definite meaning, the 
latter was interwoven with all our laws and institutions ; 
the powers of the one were unknown and liable to alter* 
atton^ those of the other ascertained and limited by the 
law of custom and the statute law. The ahoUtion of 
myaUy did not origmaUy enter into the contemplation of 
parHament — the objection was to the person, not tsy 
the office — it was afterwards effected by a portion 
only of the representative body ; whereas^ its restoration 
Iras now sought by a greater authority -— the whole 
parliament of the three kingdoms ! That restoration 
was, indeed, necessary, both for his security and theirs ; 
as by law all the acts of a king in possession, but only 
of a king, were good and valid. Some there were who 
pretended that king and chief magistrate were synony- 
mous ; but no one had yet ventured to substitute one 
word for the other in the scriptures, where so many 
tovenants, promises, and precepts are annexed to the 
title of king. Neither could the ^' visible hand of 
€rod ** be alleged in the present case ; for the visible 
hand of God had eradicated the government by a single , 
person as clearly as that by a king. Cromwell pro- 
mised to give due attention to these arguments ; to h%9 
«mfidBntiai friende he owned that his objections were 
removed; and, at the same time, to enlighten the 
ignorance of the public, he ordered a report of the 
conferences to be published.* 

Several days had meanwhile passed, and yet Crom- 
well still deferred his final and public decision. For 
llie first time perhaps in his life he did not dare to seixe 
what lay within his reach, and was the first and fore- 
most otject of hie desire. The resolute withdrawal of 
Lambert he had been prepared for, and would not 

* Published'tfaey aocoidingly were in a verj thick volume, out of which 
Dr. LIngard has c<xiveyed the abctraot I have availed myielf of in the texL 
mie l)ook was called ** Monarchy asserted to be the most ancient and legal 
finm of government." At the close of the third day's conference, th* 
protector decUured,.botli to Whitetocke and otb«»,.thafc tail icruplef wer# 
entirely over. 
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etxe to have contested; but the continiled iTertfon of 
Fleetwood and Desborougb V> his grand design heUE 
him fairly 4t bay. He employed the interval vitfc 
many of these recusant officers in all his profoundeit, 
his most careless, his most deliberate arts, of laughter^ 
of serious argument, of obscnre intimidation, of most 
tccomplished cajolery. He mixed np vrith eiquisite 
dull in the various efforts, certain casual but powerflil; 
arguments deduced from another extensive conspiracy 
against his life and present power, in which Harrisony 
Venner, and thtf fifth-monarchy men had been jnat 
engaged. Whitelocke has related to us the style of 
theee strange scenes in a curious passage of his memo^ 
rials. " The protector," he says, " ofUn advised 
about diis, and other great businesses, with lord Brog-^ 
hUI, Pierrepoint, sir Charles Wolseley, Thuiloe, an* 
myself; and would be very cheerful with us, and: 
laying aside his greatness, would be exceeding familiar 
with us ; and, by way of diveriitm, mould make wrftf 
with u» ; aad every one matt try hi» faucy. He woulA 
eommonly calljbr tobacco, pipei, and a candle, and now 
and then tcould fake Ubaeco himttlf. Then he taould 
fali again to hie leriotu and great butinets, and advite 
vHh t(8 in those ajfairt; and this he did often with: 

08." 

A not less characteristic passage from the memoirs 
of Ludlow will show the nature of his attempts ta 
Qverdirow, or. moderate, or thrust aside, the scruples of 
Fleetwood and Desborough. "Knowing that lieutenant* 
general Fleetwood and colonel Desborough were parti- 
cularly averse to it, he jnui/ed himeeff to dine perxm" 
uUy milh the eoUmfil, and carried the lieutenant-generat 
with him, where he began to droU tdth them about 
monarchy, and tpeaking slightly of it said it v>at but a 
feather in a man's cap, and therrfore wondered that 
Xnen would not pkate the children and permit them to_ 
enjoy their rattle. But he received from them, as 
colonel Desborough since told me, such an answer aq 
>ras not at all suitable to his expectations or desires, 
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For they assured him, that there was more in this matter 
than he perceived ; that those who put him upon it 
were no enemies to Charles Stuart ; and that if he ac- 
cepted of it, he would infallihly draw ruin on himself 
and friends. Having thus sounded their inclinations, 
that he might concluda in the manner he- had hegimy 
he told them they were « couple of scrupuhtis feUows^ 
and so departed. The next day he sent a message tO' 
the house, to require their attendance in the painted 
chamher the next morning, designing, as all men he- 
lieved, there to dedare his acceptation of the crownJ^ 
But in the meantime meeting with cc^onel Deshorough, 
in the great walk of the park, and acquainting hinAnrith 
his residution, the colonel made answer, that he~ ihen 
gave up the cause and Cromwell s family also for lost ; 
adding, that though he was resolved never to ivpt* 
i^ainst him, yet he would not act for him after that* 
time. So after some other discourse upon the same 
suhject, Deshorough went home, and there found 
colonel Pride, whom Cromwell had knighted with a 
faggot stick ; and having imparted to him the design 
of Cromwell to acc^t the crown. Pride answered, he 
shall not. Why, said the colonel, how wilt thou hinder 
it ? To which Pride replied, get me a petition drawn, 
and I will prevent it. Whereupon they hoch went to 
Dr.; Owen, and having acquainted him with what had 
happened, they persuaded him to draw a petidon ac« 

• This is confirmed by very many authorities Whitelocke states ex-.^ 
plicitly, that the protector was satisfied in hia private Judgment that it was^ 
expedient for him to assume the name and authority of king ; but, be 
adds, ** by solicitation of the commonwealth's men, and fearing a mutiny 
snd defection of a great body of the army in case he should take that titlie. 
and ofiBce, his mindchanged ; and many of the ofllcers of the army gave' 
eut high threatenings against him if he should do it** The same view of' 
the case it given in a letter, dated at Whitehall, on the S7th of April, and 
addressed by sir Francis Russell to his son-in.law, the lord Henry Crom- 
well. ** I do in this (letter) desire to take leave of vour lordship, for my 
next is likely to be to the duke of York. Tour father begins to come out 
of the clouds, and it s^ipears to us that he will tdce the kingly power upon 
him. That great noise which was made about this business not long since* 
is almost over, and I cannot tfiink there will be the least combustion atwut 
it. This day I have had some discourse with your father about this grea^ 
business. He is very cheerftil, and his troubled thoughts seem to be over. 
I was told the other day bv colonel Pride, that I was for a king, because I 
hoped that the next would be Henrv's turn.*! Mimy other letters (yom . 
Thurloe to Hairy expnew th« sametning. 
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cording to their desires. Whilst this was doing, Crom* 
well haying reflected on his diseouise with oolonel Desi* 
borough, and heing informed^ that Lambert and dirers 
other officers were dissa^fied with his design^ sent si 
message to put off the meeting in the punted chamber^ 
and to desire that the house would send a committee to 
confer with him about the great business that was then 
depending ; intending thereby to gain time in which 
he might be fitting the officers for his design. But die: 
house being riseu' before his message arxired, and ao out 
of a d^padty to appoint any to come to him, the dd 
committee itiat had been formerly appointed to that, 
end thought fit by virtue of their general instmctions^ 
to wait on him to know his pleasure. Accordingly 
they came to Whitehall^ i^ere they mttended about tun 
hours, and then b Bmrbary horse bein^ brought into the 
garden for him to see, gave him an oeeasion to pas* 
through ike room vkere the eommittoe woe attending^ 
As he was passing by vritbout taking Ifte least notice of 
them, one of the messengers put him in mind thatihey 
had attended very long, whidi he sUghtip eseusing, told 
them^ that he diought the houses being risen before 
his message came to them^ had not impowered any 
persons to him. It was answered, that they^ came t6 
him upon the general instructions which they had 
formerly received from the house ; upon which he told 
them^ he would send to titem some other time.'* 

Beneath these careless delays^ and apparently indif- 
ferent movements of CromweU^ there then lay, could 
the truth have been unfolded, a bitter agony of pride 
and mortification of heart beyond any that his worst 
enemy or victim could have desixed to see working; 
wilhin him. A mean and spiritless slave to the vilest, 
passions of over^wrought ambition, he stood thexe 
within sight of the glittering bauble* for whidi he 
had perilled so mudi, and yet dared not affect to see it; 
but would sUnd gazing on his Barbary horse, or talk of 

* Nor, it waf said, did thii exist in ImiiAination ooly t Wdwood 
that a crovm was actually made and Iwottfl^t to Wbitohaft 
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8 toy;y or sneer about a rattle^ or laugh at a feather in « 
man's cap, or do any thing to ooyer the fever of that inibe« 
die paatdon^ incapaUe of its own desire^ which nged in hit 
heart. So to the last he trifled ; and at the last^ the 
x«|mblican o&otrs, taking courage from his cowardice 
ventured one bold step and dashed down his hopes fbr 
efer. 

On the Tery morning of the occurrence Ludlow has 
last desbribedy Desborough rose in his place, and an* 
nouneed that certain officers of the army attended with 
a petition. The house voted their admission to the barj 
And it was presented by colonel Mason. Cromwell's 
Qii^rity were prepared for a petition in favour of his 
views. To their surprise and consternation^ it set fortfa^ 
** that the petitioners had hazarded their lives against 
monarchy, and were still ready to do so ; that they oh* 
served some men endeavouring to bring the nation 
under the old servitude^ by pressing tfadr general to 
take upon him the tide of king; that they humbly 
desired the house would continue steady to the good old 
cause, in defence of which they (the petitioners), for 
their parts, were ready to lay down their lives." 

The good old cause I When Cromwell heard this, he 
felt that his hope was gone, and made what merit he 
could to surrender it with some show of dignity. At 
once sending for Fleetwood, he expressed mu^h surprise 
at his not preventing the presentation of such a petition; 
especially as, he said, he must know the crown would 
never have been accepted bg him against the inclinations 
of ^ army ; and he therefore desired him to hasten to 
ihe house, and frsnemi any proceedings upon thepeUtioUm 
This office Fleetwood readily undertook ; and without 
difficulty convinced the members of the impropriety of 
oonsidering the prayer of the officers, undl diey had 
received the protector's answer. A message then arrived 
£romCromweU, desiring the members, insteadof repairing 
to the painted chamber, to meet him in the banquetting; 
house. They did so; and there, on the 12th of May, 
1657, this jeomedy *«-a f^rce it might be better called^ 
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•tve for its length — ckiBed with « gpeedi of " mncb 
«mbu»s«meDt" from Cromwell, in which he said maaij! 
.1.: — g ^itjj ^ reach of hypoahj that might well Un- 
as even him.* This i« that memoratde ipeech. 
Mb. SpEJitEB, — I coroe hither to answer that 
1 was in your Ust paper to the coHnnittee you sent 
i, which was in relation to the desires which were 
d to me by the house in what they called their pe> 

I confess that bu^eu hath put the house, (he 
iment, to a great deal of trouble, and spent mnclL 

[ am lery sony for that ! It hath cost me some, 
ome thoughts; and because I have been the un- 
f occasion of the expense of bo much time, 1 shall 
I littk of it now. 

I have, the best I can, resolved the whole busineis 
J thoughts ; and I have said so much already in 
lOQif to the whole, that ] think I shall not need ta 
t any thing that I have said. I think it is a 
nment that, in the aims of it, seeks the settling' 
ation on a good foot, in rdation to civil rights and 
ies, which are the rights of the nation : and 1 hope 
U never be found to be one of them that shall go 
, to rob the nation of those rights, bat serve thent 
I ctif to the attaining of them. 
[| is also exceeding well provided th^e, for the 
' and security of honest men, in that great, natural, 
rdigioat libertg, vthuA i» liberty f>f can«cteRce. 
: are the great fnudamentals ; and J most bear 
istimony to them, as I have and diall do siill, sa 
IS God lets me live in this world, that the inten- 
and the things are very honourable and honest,' 
be product worthy of a parliament : I have onlji 
be unhappinesB, both in my conferences with your 
littees, and in the best thoughts I conld take to 



ftiyself, not to be convinced of the necessity of thftf 
tHng that hath been so often insisted on by you ; W 
'wit^ die title of king^ as in itself so necessary as it 
seems to be apprehended by you. 

*' And yet I do, with all honour and respect to the 
judgment of a parliament, testify that (ceteris paribusy 
no private judgment is to lie in the balance with the 
judgment of parliament; but, in things that respect 
particular persons, every man that' is to give an account 
to God o£ his actions, must, in some measure, be able 
to prove his own work, and to have an approbation, in: 
his own conscience, of that that he is to do, or to for- 
bear : and whilst you are granting others their liberties^ 
surely you will not deny me this ; it being not only a 
liberty, but a duty (and such a duty as I cannot, without 
sinning, forbear) to examine in my own heart, and 
thoughts, and judgment, in every work which I am to 
aet my hand to, or to appear in, or for. 

^* I must confess, therefore, that though I do a&i. 
knowledge all the other, yet I must be a little con« 
^dent in this. That what with the circumstance^ 
that accompany human actions, whether they be circum* 
stances of times or persons, or whetiier circumstances 
that relate to the whole, or private, or particular cir- 
cumstances, that compass any person that is to render 
an account of his own actions ; I have truly thought 
and do still think, that if I should, at the best, do any 
thing on this account to answer your expectation, at th^ 
best, I should do it doubtingly ; and, certainly, what ia 
so, is not of faith ; and whatsoever is not so, whatsoever 
is not of faith is sin to him that doth it, whether it 
be with relation to the substance of the action about 
which the consideration is conversant, or whether t^ « 
circumstances about it, which make all indifferenf 
actions good or evil : I say circumstances ; and truly 
I mean good or evil to him that doth it. 

<^ X, lying under this consideration, think it my duty, 
only I could have wished I had done it sooner, for the 
luike of the house, who hath laid so infinite obUgationi 
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<m me ; I wuii I had done it sooner, for yonr sake, and 
fiaving time and trouble^ and indeed for the committee'a 
sake^ to whom I must acknowledge publicly I have 
been unreasonably trouUesome: I say I could have 
wished I had given it sooner ; but truly this is my 
answer^ that (although I think the government dom 
consist of very excellent parts^ in all but in that one 
thing the title^ as to me,) I should not be an honest 
man if I should not tell you^ that I cannot accept of 
the government^ nor undertake thie trouble and charge 
of it. I have a little more experimented than every 
body what troubles and difficulties do befal men under 
such trusts^ and in such undertakings. I say I am per- 
suaded to return this answer to you, that I cannot 
undertake the government with the title of king : and 
that is my answer to this great and weighty business.*' 
All that could now be achieved was to pass the petition 
and advice without the title of king. This was done^ 
and, with a few other unimportant amendments^ received 
the protector's sanction. The house at the same time ad- 
journed for six months, to allow the lord protector 
opportunity for the formation of the other Konue^ consti- 
tuted by this new act. A new and solemn inauguration 
followed. On a platform^ raised at the upper end of 
Westminster hall^ and in front of a magnificent chair of 
litate^ stood the protector ; while the speaker^ with his 
«ssistants^ invested him with a purple mantle lined with 
€rmine; presented to him a biUe superbly gilt and 
embossed; girt a sword by his side^ and placed a sceptre 
of massive gdd in his hand. As soon as the oath had 
been administered, Manton^ his chaplain, pronounced a 
long and fervent prayer for a blessing on the pro- 
tector, the parliament, and the people. Rising from 
prayer^ Cromwell seated himself on the right; at some 
distance, sate the French^ on the left, the Dutch am- 
bassador; on one side stood the Earl of Warwick^ 
with the sword of the commonwealth, on the other, the 
lord mayor^ with that of the city ; and behind arranged 
themselves the members of the protector's family, the 
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lords ti ihe council, and Lusie, MHiitelocke, and MoDr 
tague^ each of the tbree bearing a drawn sword. At a 
aigaal giren, die trumpets sounded ; the heralds pro- 
ciaiined the style of the new sovereign ; and the specta- 
tors shouted, ' Long live his highness ; Grod save the 
lord protector/ He rose imroediatdy, bowed to the 
ambasBadors, and walked in state through the hall to 
his carriage « 

From diis ceremony, apparently so grand and so im- 
posing, may be dated Cromwell's downfall. He had 
faikd, and the sole charm which seemed to have sua* 
tained him hitherto perished in those words. He had 
declared, in a manner not to be mistaken, that he thought 
monarchy the best form of government, and yet he was 
not suffered to become that monarch. He held the chair 
of anotha*. Many of his oldest friends and fellow-com« 
rades too, had withdrawn from his side, and he had t» 
look for the familiar faces of Naseby, Dunbar, MarstoU 
Moor, and Worcester, in the ranks of men who were 
banded against his life, or — more bitter contemplation — - 
had entered an Immortal judgment with posterity against 
his fame. His mother, whom he deeply venerated, had 
perished some short time before, unaUie to live in her 
continual terror that his life would be taken by a8sas8ins.t 
His most beloved daughter Claypole is said to have al- 
ready estranged herself from his side where he would 
have always had her present, on account of the attach- 
ment she bore to truth, not less than to many of his 



' * Dr. Lingard, from Whitelonke't Memorials. But a detailed account, 
with many i>oints of Tivacity and interest, will be seen in Appendix D. I 
have also ^iveo, firom the same official hand {Appendix L), the account 
(witb'some interpolations msezted after the restoration), of the lord protect 
tor*s ftineral. 

, f Ludlow tells lu that " his mother, who* by reason of her great age, was 
not so easily flattered with temptations, very much mistrusted the issue of 
kflfUrs, and would be often aflraud, when she heard the noise of a musket, 
•that her son was shot, beinR exceedingly dissatisfied, unien she might see 
hint once a-day at least : but she, shortly after dying, left him the posses- 
aion of wha^ she held in jointure, which was reported not to exceed sixty 
pounds by year, though he out of the public purse expended much more at 
her interment in the abbey at Westminster, and, amongst other needlem 
ceremonies, caused many hundred torches to be carried with the hearse, 
though she was burled bv daylight.*' Instead of this, she had prayed of 
ner ion a bumble village burial-place. 

A A 4 
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palitical enemied* His son Richard^ to whom he' decreet 
jtD leave the power for which he had sacrificed so msaf 
blessings^ was incapable^ he feared too well^ to held it 
for a day. Nor did it seem that he could hope to leave 
it^ for such a feeble hand^ better organised than it already 
was^ for his own health was known to be declining. The 
prospect before this great and most mistaken man^ after 
his second most gorgeous inauguration^ was a dreary one 
indeed. Had the old story of his enemies been trae^ it 
icould scarcely have left to him fewer hopes of re*- 
demption.* 

*^ Echard bnilds up thfs^ost ridiculous story firom the rocnaDtic fictions of 
Clement Walker and others, which is yet worth quoting, to show the feeling 
•ivhich was encouraged respecting Cromwell^ until within the last century. 
'* We have a strange story in the last part of the History of Independ- 
ency, which the author says he received from a person of quality, tLk. * It 
was belieT*d, and that not without some good cause, that Cromwell, the 
same morning that he defeated the king's army at Worcester, bad confer* 
«nce personally with the devil, with whom he made a contract, that to hav^ 
his will then, and in all things else for seven years from that day, he-shou'd^ 
at the expiration of the said years, have him at his command, to do at hit 
^pleasure, both with his soul and body.' This is also related in other printed 
txwks ; but we have receiv'd a more ftiU account, never yet published, 
•which is here inserted as a thing more wonderful than probaUe. and there- 
fore more for the diversion than satisfaction of the reader. It is a relation 
or narrative of a valiant officer call'd Lindsey, an intimate friend of Crom- 
well's, the first captain of his regiment, and therefore commonly caird 
colonel I4nd8ey; which is to this e£Fbct:— On the 3d of September, in 
the morning, Cromwell took this officer to a wood^ide, not far from th« 
.army, and bid him alight and follow him into that wood, and to take partis 
cular notice of what he saw and heard. After they had both alighted and 
secur'd thdr horses, and walked seme small way into the wood, Lindsey 
began to turn pale, and to be seiz'd with horror from some unknown cause, 
vpon which Cromwell ask'd him, how he did, or how he felt himself. He 
answer'd, that he was in sudh a trembling and consternation, that he never 
'felt the like iu all the conflicts and battels he had been engag'd in ; but 
wether it proceed'd fVom the gloominess of the place, or the temperament 
of his body, he knew not *How now,' said Cromwell, 'what, troubl'd 
with vapours ? come forwards, man ! ' They had not gone above twenty 
yards, before Lindsey on a sudden stood still, and cry'd out, by all that's 
foodf he was seic'd with such unaccountable terror and astonishment, that 
It was impossible for him to stir one step further. Upon which Cromwell 
call'd him faint-hearted fool, and bid him stand there and observe, or be 
witness ; and then advancing to some distance from him, he met with h 
grave elderly man with a roll of parchment in his hand, who delivered it 
to Cromwell, who eagerly perus'd it. Lindsey, a little re90ver*d flrom his 




above seven ; upon which Cromwell cry'd with great 'fierceness, it shou'd 
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took the parchment, and return 'd to Linnsey with great joy in his eo«in>> 
ienance, he :<;ry'c^ 'Now» Liadaey, the battel is our ownt Hongtoti^ 
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' Tet he made a rally in his foreign administration^ 
^ivbere his genius, which had there a theatre for its ex<* 
crdse tmencumhered with his follies or his crimes, 
«ti]l shone supreme.* The details helong to general 



engag'd.* Returning out of the wood, they rode to the anny, Cromwell 
^ith a resolution to engage as soon as possible, and the othw with a design 
of leaving the army as soon. After the first charge Lindsey deserted hia 
"post, and rodeawaj with all possible speed, day and night, till he came into 
/the county of Normlk, to the house of an Intimate friend, aae Mr. Thorow- 
good, minister of the parish of Grimstone. Cromwell, as soon as be miss'd 
:him, sent all ways after him, with a promise of a great reward to any that 
shou'd bring him alive or dead.' llius far the narrative of Lindsey him-- 
-self; but somethins further is to be remembcr'd, to compleat and confinh 
the story. When Mr. Thorowgood saw his friend Lindsey come into his 
yard, his horse and himself Just tired, in a sort of amaze, said *.How now, 
colonel ! we bear there is like to be a battel shortly. What, fled from your 
colours ?* * A battel t ' said the other, * yes, there has been a battel, and 
I am sure the king is beaten ; but if ever I strike a stroak for Cromwell, 
may I perish eternally ; for I am sure he has made a league with the devil, 
and the devil will have him in due time.* Then desiring his protection 
ftom Cromweirs inquisitors, he went in, and related the wboie story, 
and all the circumstances, concluding with these remarkable words : 
*That Cromwell would certainly dye that day seven years that the 
1)attel was fought.* The strangeness of the relation caused Mr. Thorow* 
good to order his son John, then about twelve years of age, to write it in 
fbll length in his common.place book, and to take it from Lindsey's own 
mouth. This common.place book, and likewise the same story^^written 
in other books, I am assur'd is still pre8erv*d in the family of the Tborow- 
;goods, but how far Lindsey is to be believ'd, and how far the story is to be 
accounted Incredible, is left to the reader's faith and judgment, and not to 
any determination of our own.** — EchareTs History of England fp.^1, X 
will subjoin to this a piece c^ admirable wit and satire, for which it ia 
even worth while to preserve such a story. Dr. Nettleton, an accomplished 
physician of the last century, was in company one day with several gentlew 
men, one of whom was laying ^reat stress on the popular account I have 
just quoted, even then rife with well educated persons, of Cromwell's 
seirmg himself to the devil before the battle of Worcester ; affirming, that 
the bargain was intended to be for twenty >one years, but that the devil 
bad put a trick upon Oliver, by changing the 21 into 12: and then-, 
turning hastily to the doctor, the gentleman asked him, " What could be 
the devil's motive for so doing ? ** The doctor answered, ** nat he coid£ 
not Ml what was his motive, unless he was in a hurry about the restora^ 
•tion." 

* Mr. Wallace gives, in his most able history of England, the fol** 
lowing anecdote of this date, in illustration of the ascendant of Cromwell 
over Mazarin : ** An English merchant vessel was unjustly confiscated on 
the coast of France, and the owner, an honest quaker, applied to Cromwell 
ibr redress. The protector asked him whether he would make a journey 
to Paris with a letter, was answered in the afiSrmative, and despatched the 

2uaker with a letter to cardinal Masarin, demanding redress within three 
ays, at the expiration of which he peremptorily ordered the quaker to 
return. He obeyed, and presented himself to Cromwell ' Well, friend, 
hast thou thy money ? '* said the protector. The quaker said, * No.' Crom- 
well desired him to take no fUrther trouble, as he should take the mattei^ 
into his own hands. He accordingly seiaed and sold the two first French 
diips within his reach, indemnified the quaker out of the proceeds, and 
jnid over the surplus to the French ambassador, who submitted to thia 
very summary proceeding.*' I cannot transcribe this passage ftom tb$ 
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history ; bat I may be allowed to glance so far at tBem 
MB to State that Mardyke was now deliyered to hixi 
under a new and krger treaty with Mazarin^ as a seoiH 
rity for Dunkirk ; and that^ on the subsequent meet* 
ing of the troops of the two nations at the si^e^ Louis 
XIV. made a journey expressly to see those of Crorn* 
well. It is further recorded^ Uiat Lockhart paid him 
this compliment at the review^ — that CromweUhad en- 
joined bodi officers and soldiers to display the same 
zeal in the service of the French king as in his own ; 
' and that Louis replied, he was transported to receive 
■so noble a testimony of the afiection of a prince^ whom 
he had aiway9 considered as the greatest and happiest 
in Europe, Anticipating the events of a few months 
later, I may add that, after the surrender of Dunkirk 
to Lockhart and an English garrison^ Louis XIV. 
and the cardinal having taken up their quarters at 
Calais, Cromwell seized the occasion to send lord 
Fauconberg, his son-in-law, with a splendid equipage 
and a numerous retinue, to compliment the king on 
his near approach to tbe shores of Britain. Here 
Fauconberg was entertained with every possible dis- 
tinction. Louis not only received him uncovered at 
his public audiences, but also at a private visit, which 
he requested from the protector's son-in-law, when 
they talked for two hours in the garden. The cardi- 
nal was equally ceremonious. He came from his 
apartment to meet the ambassador, and, after an hour's 
discourse, conducted him again to his carriage, a con- 
ilesoension he was accustomed to dispense with, not only 
to all others, but to the king himself. After a stay of 
five days, Fauconberg left, charged with all honour and 
affection for the great protector from Mazarin and 
Louis. 

Iiistory by Mr. W«Uace, without an expreMion of deep and heartfelt regret 
at the melancholy event which ba« removed to suddenly flrom amongst us 
<hat excellent person, in whom the public have lost a writer of very great 
and various accomplishment^ and his more intimate A-iends an advisor 
tod eompaaion whose place they will vainly seek to supply. 
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I leave this redeenriiig subject of fbreign pdicy willi 
two rare and memorable misaiyeB* The first is a re- 
monstrance to die grand signior, respecting the unjust 
snrprisal of an English ship. 

'^ OliTer^ by the grace of God^ lord protector of the 
commonwealth of England^ Scotland^ and Ireland^ and 
4ibe dominions and territories thereto belongings to 
the high and mighty emperor^ sultan Mahomet Han, 
chief lord and commander of the mussuhnan king- 
dome^ sole and supreme monarch of the eastern empire^ 
greeting. • . • Most high and mighty prince. . . . We 
doubt not but you have found by your owne experience^ 
as well as by information of such as have bin of coun** 
cell wiih your royall predecessors^ that the amity and 
trsffique so long continued betweene both nations haik 
bin of great advantage and benefit in many respects : to 
the disturbance whereof we should be very unwilling 
that any occasion should be ofi^d on our part^ who 
desire nothing more then a continuance and increase of 
that friendship which hath bin established. But h 
falleth out that the same hath bin too frequently inUin^ 
rupted by such as exercise pyracy and spoile at sea ; 
who, though they are enemies to all entercowrse and 
drill society^ and dishonorable to princes and states^ 
ifeit find places qf retreate and succor in same part of 
your dominions. An instance whereof (to omit many 
t>ther8) appeareth in the late surpriasall of an English 
ship called the Resolution ; which being laden with 
doths tynne^ lead^ and money (to the value of two 
hundred thousand dollars)^ and bound for your owne 
port of Scanderone^ was yet in her passage (nere Candy) 
assaulted by seaven ships of Tripoly, (part of your 
Majesty's fieetes, and then actually in your service^) and 
by them carried to Rhodes^ another of your miyestie's 
ports, where we are informed the captaine bassa hath 
•bin so farr from disowning the action, that he hath, in 
Income and contempt of die capitulation, secured the 
ship and goods^ as also the master^ mariners^ and 
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I, who had not a ragg left to corer them. 
■hareut act, to repvgnatit to the empaiaS 
ttt (which ongbt to be held inTiolate), m 
to trade, and ao didumourable to your majee- 
mat patt over teitkoul a due coruideralion and 
lion to you, a* a manifist breaeh of peace ! 
'ore we doe presume io much of jma m^ 
jiutice, that yon will not onlj command a 
oompleate lestitution to be made of the ship} 
d mcMKy, and relesBement of the men, but 
»r owne honor take coune for aappTeEHing 
.tei, and prohibiting their retreate into placea, 
ing favor and succor from persons under your 
; as also for punishing such as comitenance or 
I, and/ctr agentraU redregg of aU fanner injuriet 
imljr practiced on our people, both to our dis- 
. thdr irreparable loss. In all which we hare 
er to OUT ambassadoT residing at your high 
nfbrme you more particularly; desiring to 
1 your res(dutioD herein, that ttpon knowledgt 
! may take tueheourte ae thai _be agreeable Ut 
d to the good of our people, ahom tee are bovnd 
in Oteir lavfuU courage of trade. And so we 
bealdi and true felicity. Given at our pallaoe 
insteri the lldi day t^the moneth of August, 

wnd is addressed, with the dale of the same 
e h^h and excellent lord, the viiier Asem. 

by the grace of God lord protector of the 
reslth of England, Scotland, and Ireland, and 
[nums and territories thereto belonging, to 
ind excellent lord, the nzier Azem. . . . High 
lent lord. ... As we have now done to the 
;nor your lord and master, so doe we also to 
ilaine of an act of violence and injustice ex- 
vaida divere merchants of this eranmonwealth, 

in an English ship called the Reaolutiont 
tog laden with doth, tynne, and money, an4 



]iowad for ihe grand ngnor's owne port of Scanderone^' 
in a peaceable course of trading, was (notwithstanding) 
in her way (nere Candy) assaulted by seayen Tripoly 
men of warr actually ingaged in the grand signo^'a 
(ervice^ and by them carried to Rhodes: where the 
^aptaine bassa hath secured the ship and her lading, 
and imprisoned the master, mariners, and passengers, 
being in number forty -five persons. Which ac^ so 
contrary^ to theemperiall capitulations, and to the very es^ 
sence of commerce, being an absolute breach of the peace 
between both nations, we cannot but judge wil be held 
very dishonorable to the grand signor, and accordingly 
to be resented by him, even to the severe ptmishment of 
the c^taine bassa, who so readily owned the action, 
^d of those others, enemies of humane society, who 
are guilty of an attempt so faule and diggracefuU to a 
'monareh pretending justice. And we shall not doubt 
but, as an intimation of his justice, he will command 
oompleate restitution of ship and goods, and release- 
ment of the persons : otherwise you must shortly expecP 
a ruine and dissolution of aU trade, besides the con» 
fusion and danger that may grow to your oume state* 
And therefore we presume you will, (though for noe 
other respect then your owne interest and safety,) be 
instrumentall to procure reparation in this particular, 
and an utter extirpation of those sea rovers ; that so 
peace and the effects thereof, which have bin found so 
advantageous to both nations, may be preserved, to the 
mutual good of each. In all which we desire you to 
give care and credit to our ambassador there, and to 
procure such speedy answere and relume from his 
emperiall migesty as may stand with equity and vnth 
the continuance of that amity which hath bin setled 
between both nations, and which we shall not willingly 
give the least occasion to disturbe without some 
great provocation. Given at our pallace at Westmin- 
ster, this 11th day of the month of August, in the yeare 

1657." 
Lord Fauconberg, I have intimated, was now th^ 
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60D*iii.Iaw of CroanwelL He bad married the lady 
Mary Cromwdl, wsie short period after the pron^tioD 
of the parliament. Some few days earlier, the pioteo- 
tof 's youngett danghter, lady Francea *, had been abo 
married, and her bridegroom waa another member o£ 
the old aristocracy, Mr. Rich, gnmdson of the earl of 
Warwidcf In thus e£Eecting these altianoea, Cromwell 
betrayed the melancholy weakness with which his life 
was doomed ta dose. Deprived of thetkle of king, he 
had fixed his affections on the creation of the oiker 
house^ granted him by the petition and advice. It oc- 
cupied all his thoughts, and was clung to, till his life 
had passed, with, for such a man, a kind of imbecile 
fondness. These noble alliances, it is admitted by his 
friends and courtiers, were designed to aid him in the 
■eheme. 

The marriage of lady Frances with Mr. Rich % would 

• Thif b the lady of whom if told a singularly w«Il attested story of & 
proposal of marriage firom Charles the Second. It is rdated by Morrice^ 
ohaplfdn to kwd Broghil, in his life of that nobleman, and by Bumet (Hi»- 
tory of his Own Times), who.sUtes that he had it Arom Broghil's lips. It 
runs thus, being said to belong to the year 1653, the period in which Crom-^ 
well had all power in his own bands, and before be had openly assMmnrt 
the office of chief magistrate. Lord Broghll was the author of the propo> ' 
•itioo. Having, as we are told, oppottunitiesy by a secret ooxrespendencB 
with some about the king, he sounded Charies's mdinations, as to how he 
would fed respecting a pn»position to restore him to his hereditary do* 
minions by means of such a marriage. The royal exile received the propo^ 
sition with avidity. Its author next stated it to the mother and daughttf. 
Neither of them showed any aversion to the suggestion. Having sucroeded; 
thus far, the next business was to break the proposal to Cromwell himself. 
This Broghil took an opportunity of doin^r in the following manner :^Being 
one day returned Arom the city, and waiting upon Cromwell in his closet, 
one of the first questions with which he was accosted was, whether there 
was any news ? " In truth there is,*' said Broghil ; *'.and very strange news.** 
*• Whatisit ?*' *<It is in every body's mouth," answered the courtier ; ** but I 
dve not mention it to vourexeeUoicy, lest you should beofifended.*' Cmai^ 
well told him to speak out. To which Broghil reioined, ** All the news in 
the city is, that you are going to marry your daughter Frances to the pre* 
tender.** llie general was struck with the suegiMtion, and paced up and 
down the room two or three times in silence. ** And what do people say te 
the tale ?'* I assure you it is received with decided approbation by the ma* 
Jority. Consider, sir, that by it you would extricate yourself from your pre. 
sent precarious situation, wouU become father4n-iaw to a prince woo would 
uwe every thing to your interfereooe, might retain tlie command of the 
army, and would, in allprobabiUty, become progenitor to a race of kings.** 
<*No,*' said Cromwell after a pause, ** « is impauible : he uouUL never jor» 
give me the death qf kief other.** 

t For the extraordinary festivities at this marriage, tee my last volume^ 
p. 186. ; and see also Apfbndix B., Coinrr Cibculab. 

t Mr. Rich died a few months after the marriage ; and I may quote a 
latter from his venerable gnuidftCher to Cromwell, in fiiimet» and Juatice 
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soem to bave he^ a love-match, too. I ascertain lihis 
firom a.eariou8 letter written by her lister Mary to Henry 
Gro^iwe]], and which proves also that somewhat similu* 
difficulties to those which so long obstructed Ridiard a 
ibaniage widi miss Migor*, had occurred here also. 
Not the less does it prove the lord protector's fatherly 
auction stronger than any politic consideration, and 
ilhiBtrate generally the dose ties of love which, in the 
midst of all their grandeur^ still held this family 
together. 



to the every. vay honourable teetimony it beMs to the latter. ** My pen 
and my heart were ever your lordship's servants ; now they are become 
your debtors. This paper cannot enough confieas mv obligations, and 
much less dischaiqge it, for your reasonable and sympathising letters, which 
(bec%use the value they derive froin so worthy a hand) express such faith, 
nil aflFtetions, and administer such Christian advice, as renders them 
beyond measure welcome and dear to me. And, although my bnvinesa 
and dirtraction of thonghta, persuade me rather to peruse those excellent 
lines than to answer them, aikd to take relief from them rather than make 
a return to them, yet I must not be so indulgent to mine own sorrows ar 
to lose this opportunity of being thankful to your l<ndship for so great a 
favour. My lord. I dare not be insensible of that hand which bath laid a 
very sharp and awaking aiUction upon me ; but we mav not be so pore^ 
fumptuous as to make choice of our own rod, or so much a» in thought 
to detract from or diminish the justice, and wisdom, and goodness of God, 
in those hard events which must all stand inviolable, whoi millions of 
such worms as I am are gone to dust. I must need say, I have lost a dear 
and comfoKtiMe rdation, one in whom I had much determined my attbc- 
tions and lodged my hopes, are now rebuked and withered by a hasty and 
euly death ; but my property in him was inferior to his who hath taken 
him, and I must test mj heart in bis proceedings, making it my care and, 
aoit that those evils which cannot be avened may be sancttfled. In order 
to which I desire, from this one sad instance, to argue the whole world of 
vnnitv and variableness. Alas! what a staff of reed are these thingi^ 
wtaicn have no stay in themselves, and therefore can give none to us.- 
They witness their oWn impotency, and themselves admonish us to pitch 
our rest above this sphere of changeable mortality, «id to cast anchor-in 
heaven, while we can find no hold ai all on earth. Assuredly he that will 
have and hold a right tranquillity must found it in a sweet fruition of 
God, whidi, whosoever wants, may be secure, but cannot be ^uiet ^ My 
lord, all this is but a broken echo of your pious counsel, which gives suca 
ease to my oppressed mind, that I can scarce forbid my pen beinff tedious. 
Only it rainemben your hwdshipt many weightv and noble enqployments* 
which, together with your prudient, heroic, and honourable managery oi ' 
tbem, I do here oongratulate, as well as my grief will give me leave. 
Others* goodness is Uieir own ;«yours is a whole country's, vea, three 
kk^oms t for wliidi yon Justly possess interest and renown with wise and 
good men ; virtue is a thousand escutchions. Go on, mv lord ; go en hap. 
pily,toIove rdlgion, to exempli^ it May your lordship long continue 
an instrument of use, a pattern of virtue, and a precedent of glory ! l^is 
is the inward and aflfectionate prayer of, my lord, your lorathip'i most 
atfbetionate servant, Warwick. 
* See my last volume p. S46. et aeq. 
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'< Deare Brother^ — Your kind leters do so much ea^ 
gag my hart towards you, thac I can never tell how ta 
express in writing the tru affection and value I have of 
you, who, truly, I think, non that knows you hut you; 
may justly claim it from. I must confes myself in m 
great fault in the omiteing of writing to you and your 
dear wif, so long a tim ; hut I suppos you canot be ig*- 
norant of the reason, which truly has hen the only caua ; 
which is this hisnes of my sister Franses and mr. Rich* 
Truly I can truly say it, for thes thre months, I think oar* 
famyly, and myself in perticular, have hen in the gratest 
confusion and troble as ever poor famly can he in; the 
Lord tel us his . . . in it, and setel us, and mak us what 
he would hav us to he. I suppos you hard of the break- 
ing of of the busness, and according to your deser in 
your last leter, as well as I can, I will give you a full 
account of it, whidi is thes. After a quarter of a yeor's 
admitons, my father and my lord Warwick b^on to tret: 
about the estate ; and it sems my lord did ofer that that 
my father expected. I ned not nam perticulars, for I 
suppos you may hav had it from beter hands : but, if I 
may say the truth, / think it was not w much estat 09^ 
9om private resons that my father discovered to non but 
my sester Franses and his own famylie, which was a> 
4iislik to the young person, which he had from som re« 
ports of his being a visions man, given to play, and sw^_ 
Hk things, which ofis was done by some that had a mind 
to brak of the match. My sester hearing these things,, 
wos resolvd to know the truth of it ; and truly, dued 
find all the reports to be fals, that wer raisd .of him ; 
and to tell you the truth, they wer so much engagd in af^ 
Jection before this, that shee could not thenk of breaking 
qf it of; so that my sester engagd me and all the frinda 
she had, who truly wer very few, to spek in her behalf^ 
to my father, which we deid ; but could not be hard to 
any purpos : only this, my father promised, that if he 
wer satisfyed as to the report, the estat shM not braJc it[. 
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of; which sl^e was satisfyed with. But after this ther 
was a second trety^ and ray lord Warwick desered my 
father to nam what it was he demanded more^ and to 
his utmost^ he would satisfy him ; so my father^ upon 
this^ mad new propositions^ which my lord Warwick has 
answered as much as he can : hut it seems ther is fiv 
hundred pounds a yeor in my lord Riche*s hands^ which 
he has power to sell^ and ther are some people^ that 
persuad his highness, that it would he desonerahle for 
him to conclud of it, without thes fiv hundred pounds a 
yeor he settled upon mr. Rich after his father's deth, 
and my lord Rich having no esteem at all of his son, 
hecos he is not so had as himself^ will not agre to it ; 
and thes people^ upon this, persuad my father^ it would 
be a desoner to him to yald upon thes terms, it would 
shew, that he wos mad a fool on by my lord Riche ; 
which the truth is, how it should be, I cant understand^ 
nor very few els : and truly, I must tel you privatelie, 
that they ar so far engagd, as the match cannot he brok 
of She acqtiainted non of her f rends with her resolu" 
tion, when she did it. Dear brother, this is as far as I 
can tel the stat of the bisness. The Lord derect them 
what to do ; and al I think ought to beg of God, to 
pardon her in her dowing of this thing, which I must say 

truly, she was put upon by the of things. Dear, 

let me beg my excuses to my sester for not writing my 
best respects to her. Pardon this treble, and belev me, 
that I shal ever striv to approv myself, dear brother, yoa 
afiectionate sester and servant. Mart Cromwell." 

This lady Mary would seem to have been the family 
coimsellor and referee in all their casual misunderstandings 
with each other. It is somewhat interesting to find her, 
at a little earlier date, remonstrating with this same great 
and able brother Henry, in a tone which would appear to 
countenance Mrs. Hutchinson's worst scandal against 
him. *^ Dear Brother, — I canot be any longer without 
beging an excus for my so long silens. You canot but 
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hear of my sestirs ilnes^ which inded has hen the only 
cans of it. You might justly take it il otherwis, and 
think ther wer want of that afection I owe unto you. 
Inded, dear hrother, it was a grat deal of truhle to me^ 
to think I should giv you any ocation to think amis of 
me ; for I can truly say it, you are very dear to me, 
and it is a grat truhle to me to think of the destans we 
ar from on another ; and would he mor^ if I ded not 
think you ar doing the Lord's sarris; and truly that 
ought to satisfy us^ for whil we ar hear, we cannot ex- 
pect hut that we must he seprated. Deer Brother^ the 
Lord direct you in his ways, and kep your hart dos 
unto himself; and I am sur therin you will hay tru 
comfort, and that that wil last, when all this world shal 
pass away. I cannot hut giv you some item of won that 
is with you, which is so much feared hy your frinds 
that lov you^ is som deshonor to you and my dear sester, 
if you hav not a grat car ; for it is reported hear, that 
9he ruk much in your family ; and truly it is feared 
she is a descountenanser of the godly people. Therfor, 
dear hrother^ tak it not iU, that I giv you an item of 
her ; for truly if I did not dearly lov you hoth and your 
oner, I would not giv you notis of her. Therfor I hope 
you wil not take it il, that I hav delt thus planly with 
you. / 9upo9 y9u know who it is I mean : therfor I de« 
sir to be excus'dfar not naming of her, I desir not to 
he sen in it, and therfor desir you, that you would not 
tak the lest notis of my writing to you ahout it, heoos 
I was desir'd not to spek of it ; nor should J, hut that I 
know you wil not tak it amis from your poor sister 
that lovs you. Dear Brother, I tak my leev to rest. 
Your Sister and Servant, Mart Cromwell. . . . Her 
Highnes desires to hav her love to you and my Sister, 
and my Sister Franke her respects to you hoth." 

Our attention is now called to the last great puhlic 
action of the life of the Lord Protector Cromwell. On 
the 28th of January, 1658, the prorogued parliament 
reassemhled, with its reinforcement (by stipulation of 
of the petition and advice) of upwards of an hundred 
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of the excluded republicans^ and its addition of the 
other house. This other house consisted of sixty-one 
members, and comprised his two sons^ Richard and 
Henry^ eight peers of royal creation^ several members 
of his council^ some gentlemen of fortune and family, 
with a due proportion of lawyers and officers, and a very 
scanty sprinkling of persons known to be disaffected to 
his government Of the andent peers, two only at-^ 
tended, the lords £ure and Falconberg ; lords Warwick, 
Manchester, Mulgrave, and Wharton did not appear. 
Even old Warwick, who was, as we have seen, Crom- 
well's very good friend, declared that " he could not sit 
in the same assembly with colonel Hewson, who had 
been a shoemaker, and colonel Pride, who had been a 
drayman ; — but had they driven no worse trade/' adds 
Ludlow, '' I know not why any good man should refuse 
to act with them." They had, however, driven a worse 
trade ; and they only now assembled as members of a 
new nobility, to be covered, in conjunction with their 
creator, with contempt and scorn. iFhitelock, 1 should 
add, was also one of these lords, with Lisle, Glyn, Wid*- 
drington, Desborough, Jones, Fleetwood, Claypole, and 
others of that class.* Old Francis Rouse had been 
rewarded with one of the sinecure titles for his services 
in the days of Barbone, and the ex-lord mayor Pack had 
become as real a lord Pack as Cromwell could make him. 
Our old friend Lenthall, too, received a writ of sum- 
mons, which is said to have delighted him so much that 
the coach in which he rode through the Strand next 
day could hardly contain him. Men might well grieve 
when they saw die illustrious name of Hampden in such 
a list, and think it pity that he should not have " in- 
herited his father's noble principles, though he doth 
his lands.'' The sturdy name of Haselrig was also 
there, but only that his formidable opposition in the 
lower house might be cut off. He contemptuously 
refused to obey the writ, and presented himself, with 

* See Appendix C. for tome curious' extracts from the many descriptiont 
that were published of them at the time, for the pleasure of the indignaos 
people who despised them. 
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1 friend Scot, among the commonen, who had 

their station in what was now called the House 
rds, 10 witness and to ridicule that new and 
tble imitatioa of the ancient forms of monarchy I 
led hy the " usher of the black rod," they had 

his highness the lord protector seated under k 
y of state. Bis speech began with the ancient 
IS : " My lords, and gentlemen of the house of 
ons." it was shoit, a circumstance he prayed 
lo excnse in congequenee of the ttate qf hU health, 
U of piety ; snd after an exposition of the eighty* 
Psalm, he referred his two houses for other par- 
s to Fiennes, hia lord keeper, who, in a long and 
a harangue, praised and defended the new insLitu- 
iinder which they had met. 

ew words will describe the brief career of this 
led absurdity. Scot and Haalerig, backed by a 
lable majority whom they influenced by their elo- 
! and talents, flatly refused to acknowledge the new 
as a house of lords. They asked who had made 
ambers lords, and who had the prinl^e of re- 
5 the authority of the ancient peerage. The reply, 
le protector had called them lords, and that it was 
ject of the petition and advice to re-establish the 
: estate, was no reply for Scot or Haslerig. When- 
le lords sent a message to the commons, the latter 
i to give an answer until they had determined by 
lame they were to address tbe others, and to what 

they were to admit their right to interfere with 
liberations of a body to whom they, in fact, owed 
%istence. Were they to have the privileges of the 
t peerage i Were they to be empowered to nega- 
u acts of that house to which they owed their 
ice ? Was it to be home that the children ahouH 
e the superiority over their parents ? that the 
ees of the protector should control the represent- 
of the people, the depositaries of the supreme 

of the nation i The idea Was scouted with tt 
henever it was broached anew. 
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Cromwell^ in an unprecedented state of anger and ex- 
citement^ went to the house to remonstrate. The character 
of his address may he judged from one of its opening pas- 
sages. , << I look on this to he the great duty of my place^ 
at heing set on a watch tower, to see what may be for the 
good of these nations^ and what may he for the prevent- 
ing of evil^ that so^ hy the advice of so great and wise a 
Council as this is^ (that hath in it the life and spirit of 
these nations) that Good may he attained^ and that evil 
(whatever it is) may he ohviated. We shall hardly set 
our shoulders to this work^ unless it shall please God to 
work some conviction upon our hearts, that there is need 
of our most serious and hest Counsels at such a time as 
this is. . . / have not prepared any such matter and rule 
of speech, to deliver myself unto you, as perhaps might 
have been more fitter for me to have done, and more ser- 
viceablefor you to understand me in, but shall only speak 
plainly and honestly to you, out of such Conceptions as 
it hath pleased God to set upon me. . . We have not been 
now four years and upwards in this Government^ to he 
totally ignorant of the things that may be of the greatest 
concernment to us. Your dangers, (for that is the 
head of my speech) they are either with respect had to 
affairs abroad, and their difficulties; or to affairs at home, 
and their difficulties. . . You come, as I may say so now, 
in the end of as great difficulties and straits as, I think, 
ever nation was engaged in. . . I had in my thoughts, to 
have made this the method of my speech : — to wit, to 
have let you see the things that hazard your being and 
your well being ; but when I came seriously to con- 
sider better of it, I thought (as your affairs stand) that 
all things would resolve themselves into very being. You 
are not a nation, you will not be a nation, if God strengthen 
you not to meet with these evils that are upon us.'' 

He then proceeded to lecture them on the benefit, 
the necessity, of unanimity. Let them look abroad. 
The papists threatened to swallow up all the protestants 
of Europe. England was the only stay, the last hope, 
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of religion. Let them look at home. The cavaliers and 
the levellers were combined to overthrow the constitu- 
tion; Charles Stuart was preparing an invasion^ and 
the Dutch had ungratefully sold him certain vessels for 
that purpose. Dissension would inevitably draw down 
ruin on themselves^ their liberties^ and their religion. 
For himself, he called God, angels, and men to witness, 
that he sought not the office he held. It was forced 
upon him ; but he had sworn to execute its duties^ and 
he would perform what he had sworn^ by preserving to 
every class of men their just rights^ whether civil or 
religious. 

These gross falsehoods had now also spent out their 
day. No one among the republicans cared for them 
one jot. Accordingly^ when he had left the chamber, 
over and over again were messages renewed '^ from the 
lords to the commons," and as often received by the 
latter with the contemptuous intimation that " that 
house would return an answer by messengers of their 
own." Instead of returning the promised answers, 
howeyer, they spent their whole time in debating what 
title and what rights ought to belong to the ^' other 
house," and whether, indeed, they deserved to have 
rights or title at all. 

Cromwell seems to have been goaded by the nature 
of this opposition — its contempt, its carelessness, its 
quiet and collected defiance — into a state approaching 
to insanity. * His health, as he himself told the house 
some days before, had evideittly broken much. Nothing 
now remained, to his distempered thoughts, but a dis- 
solution; and, having taken that resolve, he rushed^ 
with the headlong phrenzy of a man who dares not 
pause to think what he must do, to put it into instant 
execution. He would not wait for his carriage. He 
suddenly snatched up his hat, waved to half-a-dozen of 
his guards to follow him, flung himself into a hackney 
coach he saw standing near Whitehall^ and drove to 

* *' Something happening that morning that put the protector into a rage 
and passion near untc^ madneu, as those at Whitehall can witness."—- 
Second Narrative, p. 8. 
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the door of his " house of lords." His appearance when 
he entered^ hespoke the concern of his son-in-law Fleet- 
wood^ who hastily ran up to him. Cromwell told him 
ahrupdy what he had come to do. Fleetwood tried to 
dissuade him ; hut '^ he clapped," continues Ludlow, 
from whom I take this account, '^ his hand on his 
hreast, and swore by the living God he would do it." 
He sent the usher of the black rod to summon the 
commons to attend him in the house of lords. They 
were still engaged in discussing the title of " the other 
house," when the usher appeared, and they adjourned 
the question to their return — unconscious of what 
awaited them. 

Oliver Cromwell then delivered, to the last assem- 
blage of men he was doomed, to meet within those 
walls, his last speech. It was brief and passionate, but 
with a touch of occasional humility, — which may here, 
at least, in the circumstances of miserable failure that 
surrounded him, be taken as most sincere. They are 
proportionately touching. 

'^ I had very comfortable expectations that God would 
make the meeting of this parliament a blessing ; and the 
Lord be my witness, I desired the carrying on the 
affairs of the nation to these ends : the blessing which 
I mean, and which we ever clinibed at, was mercy, 
truth, righteousness and peace, which I desire may be 
improved. ... 

" That which brought me into the capacity I noii^ 
stand in, was the petition and advice given me by you, 
who, in reference to the antient constitution, did draw 
me to accept of the place of protector. There is not a 
man living can my I sought it ; no, not a man, nor 
woman treading upon English ground ; but, contem- 
plating the sad condition of these nations, relieved from 
an intestine war, unto a six or seven years' peace, I did 
think the nation happy therein. But to be petitioned 
thereunto, and advised by you to undertake such a go- 
yernment, a burden too heavy for any creature, i|nd this 
to be done by the house that then had the legisiatiye 
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capacity^ 1 did look that the same men that made the 
frame^ should make it good unto me. I can 9ay, in 
the presence of Crod, in comparison of whom we are hut 
like poor creeping ants upon the earth, I would have been 
glad to have liv&i under my wood side, to have kept a 
flock of sheep, rather than undertook such a government 
as this is ! hvA, undertaking it by the 'advice and pe- 
tition of you^ I did look that you^ that had ofiered it 
unto me^ sheidd make it good. 

*^ I did tell you^ at a conference concerning it^ that 
I would not undertake it^ unless there might be some 
other persons that might interpose between me and the 
house of commons^ who then had the power^ to prevent 
tumultuary and popular spirits ; and it was granted I 
should name another house. I named it of men that 
shall meet you wheresoever you go, and shake hands 
with you^ and tell you it is not titles, nor lords^ nor 
party^ that they value^ but a Christian and an English 
interest ; men of your own rank and quality ; who will 
not only be a balance unto you^ but to themselves^ while 
you love England and religion. 

^' Having proceeded upon these terms^ and finding 
such a spirit as is too much predominant^ every thing 
being too high or too low, when virtue, honesty, piety, 
and justice are omitted : I thought I had been doing 
that which was my duty, and thought it would have 
satisfied you ; but if every thing must be too high or 
too low, you are not to be satisfied. 

^^ Again, I would not have accepted of the govern- 
ment, unless I knew there would be a just accord be- 
tween the governor and the governed ; unless they 
would take an oath to make good what the parliament's 
petition and advice advised me unto ; upon that I took 
an oath, and they took another oath upon their part 
answerable to mine ; and did not every one know upon 
what condition they swore ? God knows, I took it upon 
the conditions expressed in the government. And I 
did think we had been upon a foundation, and upon a 
bottom, and thereupon I thought myself bound to take 
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itj and to be advised by the two houses of parliament ; 
and we standing unsettled till we were arrived at that> 
the consequences would necessarily have been confusion^ 
if that had not been settled. Yet there are not con- 
stituted hereditary lords, nor hereditary kings; the 
power consisting in the two houses and myself. I do 
not say that was the meaning of your oath to you ; that 
were to go against my own principles^ to enter upon 
another man's conscience. God will Judge between me 
and you : if there had been in you any intention of set- 
tlement, you would have settled upon this basis^ and 
have offered your judgment and opinion. 

" God is my witness, I speak it ; it is evident to all 
the world and people living, that a new business hath 
been seeking in the army against this actual' settlement 
made by your consent. I do not speak to these gentle- 
men, or lords [pointing to his right hand], or whatsoever 
you wUl call them, I speak not this to them, but to you. 
You advised me to run into this place^ to be in a capa- 
city by your advice ; yet, instead of owning & thing 
taken for granted, some must have I know not what / 
and you have not only dii^ointed yourselves, but the 
whole nation, which is in likelihood of vunning into 
more confusion, in these fifteen or sixteen days that you 
have sat, than it hath been from the rising of the last 
session to this day ; through the intention of devising a 
commonwealth again, that some of the people might be 
the men that might rule all ; and they are endeavouring 
to engage the army to carry that thing. And hath that 
man been true to this nation, whosoever he be, especi- 
ally that hath taken an oath, thus to prevaricate ? These 
designes have been among the army, to break and divide 
us. I speake this in the presence of some of the army^ 
that these things have not been according to God, nor 
according to truth, pretend what you will. These things 
tend to nothing else, but the playing the king of Scots* 
game, if I may so call him ; and I think myself bound, 
before God, to do what I can to prevent that. 

'^ That which I told you in the banquetting house 
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^•« true, that there were preparations of force to invade 

•*• i lAod la my witnew, it hath hecn confirmed to me 

■ii»o« within a day, that the king of Scots hatb an army 

ft tlio water side, ready to he shipped fot England. I 

iaaav«^ it from those who have hecn eye-witnesses of it; 

•»i€l ^whiU It is doing there wre endeavours from some, 

^ **<» «ar« not far from this place, to stir up die people of 

^»»i«a town into a tumulting: what if J said trUo a 

^•^^•U4€kn ¥ And I hope I shaU make it appear to he no 

*»^t t.s»r. If God assist me. It hath been not only yonr 

••«»al««savour to pervert the army while you have been 

••» 1. 1 4 1%^^ m\\i\ to draw diem to sUte die question about a 

«H»%«%«^i^^ii^y^U)i, hut some of you have been listing d[ 

|»a*a««««%t%«^ |>y commission of Charles Stuart, to join with 

•^» % y I i%M\irrt^ilon that may he made : and what is like 

• « a a^» >««!• upon this, the enemy being ready to invade ua, 
!»%%%. «• Vfiii present blood and confusion ? And if this be 
•• • • 1 sUi asiklgn to this cause your not assenting to what 
y • •%% «lt«l invite me to by the petition and advice, as that 
W !%%«%!% might he the settlement of the nation; and if 
«!%%•» %i«i ihn end of your aitting, and this he your car- 
% % •^t'^^* % I think It high time that an end he put unto your 
«»% « « 4«%|4, ana I do dissolve diis parliament, and let Gad 

^V • thU last solemn appeal. Soot called out aloud, 
^X ^« ««4 ^ t aitd was echoed, with a sad ugnifi^cance, by 
• a%l%»4% miimlters that surrounded him. Can there he 
•% • t •s%i)t( t\\\ whom the Judgment has passed ? 

^ f tiii^k wi sheep by a wood side would, indeed, have 
%a»«»«i% IS iMvlVi^hle ibrtune to the thoughts with which 

# 'a •s»iiM^»>ll m\lNt that day have returned to WhitehalL 

• m v»«i V HUli^i) eH)te<Ueni he had tried in his domestic 
#% % % V ««i \\\\m\y or KugUnd had £ailed« His treasury wss 
« % % % % I «l V I «i»d he hatl Just broken, with viol»ce, the only 

% *.«««%Mii<^ ihM cimld safely have replen^hed it. Hi« 
%*^ %%aAltO^ s»my was Hve months in anear, and his Irish 

»%% . \ •**^. IVu«lm\« were on foot in the' city, and else- 
% % • % % % %\ AMlost what waa left to him <tf his power ; snd 

• %e^ m%%sM \y\ Ihe very midst of muskets and daggers' that 
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were aimed against his life. Killing had been declared 
No Murder against him ; and a pamphlet^ with that ter-« 
rible title^ circulated |n £nglahd within the last two 
months by thousands, had embittered days and nights 
with the uncertain sense that each moment was to 
prove his last. For several nights, indeed, preceding 
that very day, he had made the round of the posts at 
Whitehall in person ; for even his own body-guard he 
could trust no longer. ^^Theprotector's own muster-roU/' 
said that awful writing, which seemed to face him con- 
tinually, '^ contains the names of those who aspire to 
the honour of delivering their country ; his highness is 
not secure at his table or in his bed ; death is at his 
heels wherever he moves ; and though his head reaches 
the clouds, he shall perish like his own dung, and they 
that have seen him shall exclaim — Where Uhef" 

Melancholy duties awaited him next day. With this 
haunting sense of danger, which now pressed in upon 
him to the exclusion of nearly every other thought, he 
was obliged to cashier many of the favourite officers in 
his own favourite regiment. " I that had served him^" 
eays colonel Hacker, a brave and single-hearted 
soldier, ^' fourteen years, ever since he was captain of a 
troop of horse till he came to this power, and had com-) 
manded a regiment seven years, without any trial or ap- 
peal, — with the breath of his nostrils I was ousted ; and 
lost not only my place, but a dear friend to boot Five 
captains, under my command, all of integrity, courage, 
and valour,' were ousted with me, because they could not 
say that that was a house of lords." 

Still no greater safety was achieved. The flood that 
was so soon to bear him down, rolled heavily and unin« 
terniptedly on. It would be idle to attempt to describe 
the conspiracies that surrounded him, even the more ter- 
rible because he knew them all.* The system of espion- 

, ^ * Some little relief there U in an occurrence the marquis of Oraiond wa« 

engaged in. The marquis icame secretly to Itondon during the sitting of 
parliament, passed three weeks in conspiring with the royalists and intrigue, 
ing with the republicans, and returned unmolested to Charles XL, then at 
Bruges. But Cromwell was ftiUy apprised of his presence and his proceed. 
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■ge that hid been organized b; Thurloe was bj far the 
most extraordinary that had been known in those days, 
or perhaps in later; and it was said that even Thurloe 
knew not aJl that the lord protector knew.* The letters 
that were interchanged between die members of his fa- 
mily were expresuona of alarm at a most dear father 
or husband's imminent danger, or of congratulation at 
Ilia iDSTTellous escape. I present to the reader perhaps one 
of the last letters, if not the last, that the lady Elizabeth 
e?er wrote. It is to her sister-in-law, the wife of Henry 
Cromwell, and bears the date of the 12th of June. 

" Uearh Sister, — I must beg your pardon, that I do 
not right to you so oft ase I would doe : but, in eamlst, 
I have bin so extremely aicltly of late, that it has made 
mee unfit for any thing, thoye thare is nothing that can 
plese me more, then wherein I maye expres my tru lofe, 
and respekt to you ; which I am suer non has more resen 
dian my self, both for your former fafers, and the cens 
you have of any thing, which arises to me of bappnes. 



gjjj th>. . 






U bj which I iqi^hl ill 



flnd wilkingSn Kuh ■ babll and p«lu» m hedncnb'd him, which ic 
ciwdinilr TtuiliM dtd, and nenw knew Id [be day ct hii deaih «ther 

at nlihl Into Thurlne'i offln, which he kept in the lail lUircue in 
Liacoin'i. Inn, toward! Holbom, (hat hai a wjiy down into the garden, 
made on puipcK fbr GrcKDweU'B commg ta him unolaeiv^d. the pro- 
ieaat btgiiii to dluoutte with hrs iccrdary about an sgUr of the ]ut 
Irapartann ) but ledn* Moreland, one of the clerki, Blterwardiiir Siunuel 
HDrelaildfWIIiinllieotnce.Khoni he had not seen before, tho' lie pielended 
to be aiieep upm bii deek, ana fearing he might ha»e oyerbeard ihem, he 
drew out ( dmcr which be ulnajri caitied undec hi> coat, and w»i g^ng to 
dispatch Moreiina on ths ipot. irThurtoehad not, with great hitrDaltea, 
pRTail'd upCBi him to dalil, anurlng him Moreland hid ut up two Digbtt 
together, and wa> cwt^nly Ait atleep. ProbuMT thli Incident uk rite to 
tbelcdoMarUinvlanduidHeiHbaw, andHorelindHid Wllfiii but no 
<pieetion Moreland did belnr hia miuler, when he bund Ihtnn were like 
touke another turn, and Indeed I never heani nuch of hli Inloiili} w 
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I will aisuer you, nothing of that can bee to mee, wherein 
I have not power to express how really I lofe and hon- 
nor you. Truly, the Lord has bin very gratius to us, 
in doeing for us abofe whot we could exspekt ; and now 
has shod himself more extraordinary in delevering my 
father out of the hands of his enymise, which wee have 
all reson to be sensible of in a very pertikellar manner ; 
for sertingly not ondly his famely would have bin ruined^ 
but in all probabilliyti the hoi nation would have bin in. 
void in blood. The Lord grant it maye never be forgot 
by us, but that it may cose us to depend upon him, from 
horn we have reseved all good, and that it may cose us 
to se the mutablenes of ^hise things, and to yuse them 
accordingly ; I am suer wee have nede to bage that 
sperrit from God. Hary is vary well, I hope you will 
se him this sommer. Truly, thare is nothing I desier 
more, then to enjoy you with us. • I wis you may laye 
your grat bely here. I bag my true afficktion to your 
letel wons. Dear sister, I am your most afficktineate 
sister and servant, £. Claypole." 

The plot referred to by lady Elizabeth was what is 
called the Slingsby and Hewet plot ; and to avert the fate 
of Hewet, an episcopal clergyman, whose ministry she 
was attached to, even this favourite and best beloved 
daughter of Cromwell exerted herself in vain. Both 
Slingsby and Hewet perished on the scaffold. The 
health of the lady Elizabeth, which was always delicate, 
and had been of late extremely so, seemed after this in- 
cident to wear still faster away ; but whether that inci« 
dent was at all connected with its more rapid decline, 
may be doubted. Be that as it may, it was at least 
watched with a more than father's anxiety by Crom« 
well. Even during all the disputes and anxieties that 
beset him at the opening of his last parliament, nothing 
set aside that private sorrow. I find in one of Thur- 
loe's letters this passage : *^ His highnes, findeing 
he can have noe advise from those he most expected it 
from^ sayth he will take his owne resolutions, and that 
he cannot any longer sadsfye himselfe to dtt still, and 
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make hiraselfe guilty of the losse of all the honest 
partye^ and of the nation itselfe ; and truly I have long 
i¥i8hed that his highnes would proceed according to hia 
owne satisfaction, and not soe much consider others^ 
who truly are to he indulged in every thing hut where 
the heinge of the nation is concerned. His highnes is 
now at HampUm Court, and will continue there for some 
tyme, as well for his own health as to be neare my lady 
Elizabeth, who hath beene of late very dangerously ill, 
now is somewhat better,** 

But the sorrows and anxieties of both father and 
daughter were now, happily for them, hastening to a 
rapid dose. Public necessitie»^pressed fearfully on the 
protector. He had contracted enormous debts ; his ex* 
chequer was frequently drained to the last shilling ; 
and his ministers were compelled '^ to go a begging/' 
as Thurloe tells us, for the temporary loan of a few 
thousand pounds, with the cheerless anticipation of a 
refusal. There, too, was the army, the greater part of 
which he had quartered in the neighbourhood of the 
metropolis, as his chief — his only — support against his 
enemies ; and while the soldiers were comfortably 
clothed and fed, he might perhaps with confidence rely 
on their attachment ; but now that their pay was in ar> 
rear, might not discontent induce them to listen to the 
suggestions of those officers who sought to subvert 
his power ? * He had once imposed taxes by his own 
authority -^he dared not attempt it now. He strove 
to get up a loan in the city— the merchants, impover. 
ished by the failure of their Spanish trade, eluded all 
his efforts. Thurloe himself gave way to despair 
at last. It was only, he said, when he looked up to 
heaven that he discovered a gleam of hope, in the 
persuasion that the God who had befriended Cromwell 
through life would not desert him at its close. Thur- 
loe should have rather wished that life to close as it 
was. It could be stretched out no longer with profit 
or with honour. If the lord protector had indeed a 

« Lingard, vol. ii. p. 347. 
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FORTUNATE OAY^ it became his friends to anticipate 
with no ungenerous hope that that might be his death 
»AY. His errors were irretrievable. He could not then 
recall the '< game of the king of Scots/' which he had 
played so well. His arts were utterly exhausted ; and 
what but mischief could there be in the further reten- 
tion of a life that was powerless and valueless without 

them ? 

A parliament was nevertheless thought of once more ! 
Urged by Thurloe's entreaties, he appointed a commit- 
tee to consider of the means of defeating the republicans. 
The committee sat and deliberated, and deliberated and 
sat, but nothing very ingenious did they hit upon ; and 
Cromwell's last public action was to dissolve them* 
Thurloe lifted hands and eyes to heaven, and said no 
more. Cromwell redoubled his precautions for personal 
safety. He multiplied every means of defence he had. 
As if apprehensive of some attack upon his palace, he 
selected from different regiments of cavalry a hundred 
and sixty " brave fellows," in whom he could repose the 
utmost confidence, and to whom he gave the pay and 
appointments of officers. He divided them into eight 
troops of twenty men each, and directed that two of 
these bodies, in rotation, should always be on duty near 
his person. He wore a coat of mail, or steel shirt, as it 
was called, under his clothes ; he carried loaded pistols 
in his pockets ; he sought to remain in privacy ; and, 
when he found it necessary to give audience, he " sternly 
watched the eyes and gestures of those who addressed 
him." He was careful that his own motions should 
not be known beforehand. His carriage was filled with 
attendants ; a numerous escort accompanied him ; and 
he proceeded at full speed, " frequently diverging from 
the road to the right or left, and generally return* 
ing by a different route." In his palace he often in- 
spected the nightly watch ; changed his bedchamber ; 
and was careful that, besides the principal door, there 
should be some other egress for the facility of escape. 



lis was the Cromwell who had almo*l singly turned 
my'B line at Maieton Moor, — the Cromwell of 
', of Worcester, of Newbury, of Xhinbai I But 
ipirit can fight againet shadows, — those moM 
: ahadowB that spring up from the grave of vir- 
Thia hero pasted his nights in a state of feverish 
' ; akep had fled from hia pillow ; an^ f*>f more 

year before his death, the absence of reat ia 

found asaigned aa either the cause which pro- 
or the nrcumstance which ag|;ravaied, his nu- 

ailmenls.* 

now they were all forgotten in the sudden and 
iDgeroua relapse of his dearest daughter. It was 
ced to him that she was dying. Public aflkira, 

dangers, hia own bodily pains — ell were throat 
ir the greater love and ^e more unselfish sorrow, 
hurried to Hampton Court to watch by her bed- 
; alighle«t wish, — to alleviate, or console, or ahare, 
ng thougbta and Bufleiings. The lord protector 
e great kingtlomg became the protector of his 
one ; and that death.bed, if it bad its dark panga 
f, had surely its tender rays of sunshine too. 
iefs to such a man must have thought back with 
>me of nature's kindeat memories. 
he 4th of August, the lady E^zabeth Chiypole 
»nd on the 17th, Thurloe wrote to Henry Cront' 
Having described " my lady Elizabeth's fn- 
' the secretary thus proceeded : — "Your lordship 
ery aensible judge how great an affliction this 

twth their highnesses, and how sadd a familye 
t behinde her, which saddness was truly very 
ncreased by the sickneas of hie highnesse, who 
same time lay very ill of the gout, and other 
ert, contracted by the long sickneiue of my lady 
;th, vihich Tnade great impreiaione upon him y 
ice that, wbeither It were the retireinge of the 
ut of his foot into his body, or from aome 
uue, I am not able to say, he hath beene vtry 
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dangerously sicke, the violence whereof lasted 4 or 5 
days ; but^ blessed be God^ he is now reasonable well 
recovered, and this day he went abroad for an houre, 
and findes himselfe much refreshed by it> soe that this 
recovery of his highness doth much allay the sorrow 
for my lady Elizabeth's death. Your excellencye will 
easily imagine what an alarume his highnes sicknesse 
gave us, being in the posture wee are now in." 

A slow fever, however, still lurked about the lord 
protector, and on the 24th he was again confined to his 
room. The fever was pronounced to be a bastard 
tertian. One of his physicians, as they stood in his 
chamber that day, whispered to another, that his pulse 
was intermittent. The words caught the ears of the great 
soldier : he turned pale ; a cold perspiration covered his 
face ; and, requesting to be placed in bed, he executed 
his private will. The next morning he had recovered 
his usual composure ; and, when he received the visit 
of his physician, ordering all to quit the room but his 
wife, whom he held by the hand, he said to the phy- 
sician, — " Do not think that I ishall die ; I am sure that 
I shall not." Then, observing thie surprise which 
these words excited, he continued : " Don't think that 
I am mad ; I tell you the truth ; I know it from better 
authprity than any which you can have from Galen or 
Hippocrates. - It is the answer of God himself to our 
prayers ; not to mine alone, but to those of others, who 
have a more intimate interest in him than I have." * 

* Bates's Eleuchi, pars secuiK^a, p. 215. I subjoin the original passage : -<~ 
'* Post prandium autem accedentibus ad eum quinque quos nabebat medicis, 
quidam ex tactu pulsum intermisisse pronunciat : quo audito ille subito 
consternatus ore pallet, sudatiunculas patitur, et fere deliquium, jubetque 
se ad lectulum deportari ; atque ibi cardiacis refocillatus, supremum con. 
didit testamentum, sed de rebus privatis et domesticis. Man^ sumino, 
ctiin vinus d csteris visitatum veniret, percontatur, quare vultus ei adeo 
tristis. Cillnique responderet, ltd oportere, si cui vitae ac salutis ejus pondus 
incumberet ; Vos (inquit) raedici me creditis intermoriturum : dein caste- 
ris amotis (uxorem manu complectens) tta hunc afiktur, Tibi pronuncio, 
non esse mibi hoc morbo moriendum ; hujus enim certus sum. Et quia in. 
tentlori aspectantem oculo ad ista verba cerneret, Tu me (inquit) nd ere- 
das insanire; verba veritatis eloquor, certioribus innixus qukm vobis 
Galanus aut Hippocrates vester suppeditat rationibus. Deus ipse hoc re- 
sponsum precibus dedit non meis unius, vertim et eorum quibus arctius 
cum illo commercium et major familiaritas. Pergite alacres, excuss& peni- 
tiis i. vultu tristitiA, m^que instar servuli tractate. PoUere vobis lice 
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The same communication was made to Thnrloe and to 
the different members of the protector's family; nor 
did it fail to obtain credit among men who belieTed 
that ^'in other instances he had been favoured with 
nmilar assurances, and they had never deceived him." 
Hence, his chaplain, Goodwin, exclaimed '^ O Lord, 
we pray not tor his recovery — that thou hast granted 
already : what we now beg is his speedy recovery." * 

All of tliem seem to have forgotten (and himself 
alas, the first !) that nine days later would be his 

FORTDNATB DAY. 

Having been moved for change of air to White- 
hall, till the palace of St. James s could be prepared 
for him, his strength rapidly wasted, and his fever 
became a double tertian. On the 25th of August, 
Thurloe thus wrote to Henry Cromwell : '^ May it 
please your £xcellencye, I gave you some account 
by Doctor Worth of His Highnes condition, as it then 
was; but least he should delay his journey, or 
miscarry in it, I thought it necessary to send this 
expresse, to the end your excellencye may ftilly under- 
stand how it is with his Highnesse. This is the 13th 
day since his Ague took him, haveinge been sicke a fort- 
night before of a generall distemper of body. It 
continued a good while to be a tertian ague, and the 
burninge fitts very violent. Upon Saturday it fell to a 
double tertian, haveinge two fitts in 24 houres, one 
upon the heeles of another, which doe extreamely 
weaken hym, and endaunger his life. And trulye since 
Saterday mominge he hath scarce beene perfectly out of 
his fitts. The Doctors are yett hopefull, that he may 
struggle through it, though their hopes are mingled with 
much feare. But truly wee have cause to put our hope 
in the Lord, and to expect mercy from hym in this case, 
he haveinge stirred up the saints to pray for hym in all 



prudentia rerum ; plus tamen valet nature qudm medici simul omnes ; 
Deus autem naturam longiori superat intervallo.*' 
* Lingard, vol. ii p. 35a 
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places. Never was there a greater atocke of prayer^ 
gpinge. for any man then is now goring for hym ; and 
truly there is a generall consternation upon the spirits 
of all men, good and bad, feareinge what may be the 
event of it, should it please God to take his hignesse at 
this tyme : and God havinge prepared the heart to pray^ 
I trust he will enclyne his eaxe to heare. And that 
which is some ground of hope is, that the Lord, as in 
some former occasions, hath given to Umsdfe a perticu-' 
lar assurance dxat he shall yet live t0 serve hym and to 
carry on the f/porke he hath put into his bandes. •*• 1 4oe 
not yet finde, that there are any great stirringes yet 
upon this occasion^ though the Cavaliers doe begin to 
listen after it^ and hope their day is comeinge, or indeed 
come^- if his Highnes dye. And truly , my Lord, wee 
have cause to feare^thai it may go very iU wit)k us, tf 
the Lord should take away his ffiyhnes in this conjunct 
ture. Not that I thinke Charles Stjewarts* interest is so 
great^ or his partye sp powerfull in them selves : but I 
feare our own divisions, which may be great enough^ if 
his Highnesse should not settle and fix his successor 
before he dyes, which truely I beleeve he hath nott yet 
done. He did by himsdfe declare one in a paper before 
he was installed by the parliament, and sealed it up in 
the forme of a letter, directing it to me^ but kept both 
the name of the person a^d the paper to himaelfe. 
After he feU sicke at Hampton Court, he sent Mr. John 
Barrington to London for it, teUinge hym it lay upon 
his study table at Whitehall; but it wa^ not to be found 
there, nor elsewhere, though it hath been very narrowly 
looked for. And in this condition matters stand, his 
highnesse haveinge beene too ill to be troubled with a 
buissines of this importance. This diay he hath had 
some discourse about it, but his illnes disenabled hym 
to conclude it fully ; and if it should please the Lord 
not to give hym tyme to settle his succession before his 
tleath, the judgment would be tlie soarer, and our con- 
dition the more dangerous ; but I trust he will have 
compassion on us, and not leave us as a prey to our 
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enemies^ or to one another. All persons here are very 
reserved as to what they will doe^ in case his highness 
should not declare hi^ Successor hefore he dyes, not 
beinge willinge to enterteyne any discourse of it, either 
because it is a matter too grievous to be though t^of^ or 
because they would not discover any oppinion, which 
might crosse his highnesse thoughts in his life tyme. 
And this^ my Lord^ is the whole account 1 am Me to 
give your Lordship of this sadd buissines^ which I am 
sure will occasion much trouble and sorrow to you ; but 
I could not omit my duty, judgeinge it absolutely neces- 
sary^ that your Excellency should und^^tand all that 
passes or faXls out upon this subject^ that you may the 
better knowe^ how to direct your prayers and counsells, 
and stirre up others alsoe to pray for his highnesse and 
three nations in this day of distresse. And as any 
thinge further occurs (which I beseech the Lord may 
be for good) I shall suddenly dispatch it away to you, 
and be ready to answer such Commands, as your Excel- 
lency shall lay upon me, beinge. Your Excellencye^s most 
humble, faithful), and obedient servant, Jo. Thurloe. 
Whitehall, 30 Aug., l658, 9 o'clock at night. . . The 
Kinge of Sweden and the Kinge of Dennimark are 
againe in open hostility ; the Kinge of Sweden landed 
an army upon his island of Zealand, and is like to pos- 
sesse himselfe of his Capitall Citty, Copenhagen, and 
the Sound. The cause of this new quarrel I cannot 
now acquaint your excellencye, beinge not informed 
myselfe. . . That about the Succession is an absolute 
secret : I beseech your ExceUencye keepe it soe" 

This despatch suggests thoughts with which this 
work has nothing now to do. The final scene ap- 
proached fast. On the second of September,- Cromwell, 
who had been delirious, had a lucid interval of some 
duration. He called on one of his chaplains to read a 
certain text to him out of the bible. They read what 
he directed from St Paul to the Philippians. " Not 
that I speak in respect of want, for I have learned in 
whatever state I am, therewith to be content. I can do 
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all things through Christ which strengtheneth me. Not- 
withstanding ye have well done that ye did communicate 
with my affliction." As this fell upon his ear^ he 
murmured hrokenly forth these inexpressibly, touching 
words. " This Scripture did once save my Ufe, when my 

eldest son died, which went as a dagger to my 

heart .... indeed it did," * 

Then^ as they stood around his bed^ he suddenly 
lifted himself up^ and^ with what energy remained^ 
^* Tell me," said he to Sterry, one of his chaplains, *' is 
it possible to faUfrom grace f " ^^ It is not possible,*' re- 
plied the minister. " Then," exclaimed the dying man, 
'' I am safe : for I know that I was once in grace,*' So 
re-assuring himself even then with the most fatal doc- 
trine of his life, he turned round and prayed, not for 
himself, but for God's people. *^ Lord," he said, 
^^ although I am a miserable and wretched creature, 
I am in covenant with thee, through grace, and I 
may, I will, come to thee for thy people. Thou hast 
made me (though very unworthy) a mean instru- 
ment to do them some good, and thee service; and 
many of them have set too high a value upon me, 
though others wish and would be glad of my death : 
but. Lord, however thou dost dispose of me, continue, 
and go on to do good for them ; give them consistency 
of judgment, one heart, and mutual love, and go on to 
deliver them ; and with the work of reformation ; and 
make the name of Christ glorious in the world ; teach 
those who look too much upon thy instruments to 
depend more upon thyself; pardon such as desire to 
tramjple upon the dust of a poor worm, for they are thy 
people too. And pardon the folly of this short prayer, 
even for Jesus Christ's sake, and give us a good night, 
if it be thy pleasure." 

He went into a kind of stupor, after this, but revived 

* Collection of Passages concerning his late Highness in Time of his 
Sickness, p. 12. The author was Underwood, groom of the bedchamber, 
and was present at the soena 
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■ little u the nigbt cloied in, and began to murmnt half 
Midible irordi, An eje-witncM* deicribel the afi^ting 
tcene: "'Truly God i« good; indeed be ii...heiTiil 
not' .... there hii tpeech failed him, but, u I *p- 
prehended, it wai 'he will notleaTe me:' tlii» ujing 
that Ood waa good he freqaenily used all along ; and 
would speak it with much chearfulneM and ferroar 
of spirit in the niidgt of his pain. Again, be «aid, ' I 
would be willing to live to be further senrlceable to 
God and his people, but my work is done, jet God will 
be with hia people.' He teat very rettleit rnott paft 
of the night, tpeaking often to hmnelf. And there being 
something to diink offered him, he was desired to Mke 
the same, and endeavour to sleep ; unlo which he an- 
swered, ' It it not my design to drink or to tleep, but 
my detign U to make what haste I can to be gone.' " 

The morning of the next day dawned from ■ sky of 
terrible ilorm. It was the 3d of September. Crom- 
well had relapsed into a state of utter insenslbiUty, but 
he lived unli! four o'clock in the afternoon, when, un- 
conscious still, he breathed heavily, and his chaplains 
looking closely into the bed found that hla great apiHt 
bad passed away. All the BttendantB who were present, 
and who had lost at that instant one of the kindest, the 
gentlest, and roost affectionate of mastern, wept and 
groaned aloud. " Cease to weep," exclaimed the en- 
thuaiaatic and most confident Sterry; " you haVe more 
reason to rejoice. He was your protector here ; he will 
prove a still more powerful protector, now that he is with 
ChriBt at the right hand of the Father ! " 

Thurloe at once announced the event to Henry 
Cromwell in this earnest and mournful despatch : 
" May it please your excellency, I did by an expreiae 
upon Mundaygive yourexcellencyanaccount of bishlgh- 
nesse sicknes, and the daunger he waa in. Since that 
it hath pleased God to put an end to his dayes, He 
died yesterday, about four of the clocke in the after- 
noooe. I am not able to speake or write. This atroake 
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is soe soare^ soe unexpected^ the providence of (rod in 
it soe stupendious, consideringe the person that is fallen^ 
the tyme and season wherein God tooke hym away^ 
with other circumstances^ [ can doe nothinge hut put 
my mouthe in the dust^ and say, 'It is the Lord !' And 
though his wayes be not always knowne, yet they are 
alwayes righteous, and wee must submitt to his will, 
and resigne up ourselves to him with all our conceme- 
ments. . . . His highnes was pleased before his death to 
declare my lord Richard successor. He did it upon 
Munday ; and the Lord hath soe ordered it, that the 
councell and army hath received him with all manner 
of affection. He is this day proclaymed ; and hitherto 
there seems a great face of peace : the Lord continue 
it ! ... It is not to be sayd what affection the army 
and all people shew to his late highness ; his name is 
already precious. Never was there any man soe pray'd 
for as he was dureinge his sicknes ; solemne assemblies 
meetinge every day, to beseech the Lord for the con- 
tinuance of his life; soe that he is gone to heaven, 
embalmed with the teares of his people, and npon the 
winges of the prayers of the saints. He lived desired 
and dyed lamented, every body bemoaning themselves, 
and sayeinge, ' A great man is fallen in Israel !' The 
Lord double his spirit upon his successor and upon your 
excellencye, that you both may be famous in your 
generation, and be helped by Crod, with one heart and 
shoulder, to carry on that worke, the foundation whereof 
your most renowned father layed, and for which posteritie 
will blesse hym ! The councell hath given your excel- 
lencye an account of what is done as to the proclayminge 
his highnes your brother. I only herewith send the 
voet of the councell ; and, though I know not what wiU 
be my portion or condition here, yet I shall alwayes be 
your excellency's most humble and obedient servant, 
Jo. Thurloe." . . . His highnes (Richard), intends 
to send a gentleman to your excellency in the begin- 
ninge of the next weeke, to let you understand fully 
the state of all things here and of your family; 
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O desire you to excDw his not nrite- 
The truth is, his highnes' 
cures gtro&ke unto him, and he U soe sen- 
Bt he is in noe condition to write or doe 
< a Bjuld funily on all hands ; the Lord 
!'■ 



al«na of the night of the Sd of Septem- 
ached to the coasts of the Mediterranean. 

a night in London as had rarely been 
nellers in crowded streets. Trees were 
^ir roots in the park, chimnies blown down, 
iroofed, in the city. Tlie various accounts 
I as various have banded down to us, would 
le the night of Duncan's murder. 

" A« they say, 
beard i' the air ( strange scresros of death, 
aying, with accents terrible, 
ibusCion, and confiis'd events, 
d to the wofii] time. The obscure bird 
Ihe live-long nighL" 

ieed, a night which prophesied a woeful 
ind, but to CromweU it proved a night of 
It ushered in for him, far more surely than 
or Dunbar, bis fobivnate say. 
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A. 

a sketch of the civil wars to the protectorate of 
richard cromwell, in a letter from maidstone, of 
Oliver's household, to john winthrop, esq., governor of 

THE colony of CONNECTICUT IN NEW ENGLAND. 

Sir, 
Your kinde remembrance of mee in Mr. Hooke*s letter, 
covered me with noe small shame, that I have neglected a 
person of soe signal worth, as all reportes I meet with pre- 
sent you in ; especially when it is attended with the consider- 
ation of the obligations your father's memorie hath left upon 
me. 

Tet may I not be so injurious to my selfe, as to acknow- 
ledge, that the long omission of writing to you proceeded . 
from forgetfulnesse. The frequent discourse I have made of 
your selfe and honoured father, have created testimony suffi- 
cient to vindicate mee from such ingratitude. But the per- 
petual hurry of distressing affaires, wherein for some yeares I 
have been exercised, deprived me of gaining a fit opportimity 
of conveying letters. And this is briefly and truely the cause 
of so long an intermission. For me now to present you with 
a relation of the unheard-of dealing of God towardes his people 
in thes nations, is not my designe ; partly because I believe 
you have heard much of it, but principally because such a 
worke would better become a voluminous chronicle, then a 
short epistle. For it would weary the winge of an eagle to 
measure out the wayes, wherein God hath walked, with all 
the turnings and intricacys, that are found in them. The 
quarrel, at first commenced betwixt king and parliament* 
was grounded upon a civil foundation: the king accusing 



at iiiyt£i^ hii prerogaliTe> and the batue chai^iiig him 
the bnaeh of tbeii priviledgc^ and eaOHquenll; the 
ulaging the people reprewntcd bj diem. When thU 
nent had for Knne tiiDe been tgitated by ai hot and 
If a var aa thia latter a^ hath >e«B, it fel at last to be 
ifed (on the parlimueiil nde) by instiuiiKnta religiously 
ripled, ID wboK band it reeei*ed to man; eridrat t«ti- 
c* of God'i extnordinarj preaenee and conduct, that in 
unon ■ period vw put to it, the king made a prisoner, 
dl bia eipectatioo of rescue uttert; defeated and cut otH 
le tba matter rtood in thii poature, great debates, soUdt- 
utiaaltatiooa and ednb are held, in order to HUlement ; 
N* transactions (acoording to the constant product of all 
things), bad created bctioni and divisions betwiit per- 
of equal worth in point of parts, and (as tiiemselves 
^l), of ballanciDg merit, to receiTe the reward of so great 
uiardous an undertslcing as the; bad gone thorow. The 
ea inatandf divyded thomelTes (or rather did appeare 
led, for they bad been so before,) under the be^es of 
tritery and Independency. The bnner had the advantage 
unber, the ministry generally adhereing to them ; the 
- in baring been the active instrument, by whose valour 
wnduct the king was brought tnai a pallace to a prison, 
hereby were possest of the militarie power of the natioiji ; 
flpe whereof, and baring many friendes in the house of 
nons against the miode of the major part, they first se- 
id them, and Ibeo set ande the house of lords ; aod by a 
>erBtion with the house of commons then sitting (whom 
owned as the supream power of the nation), the king 
brought to tryall before an high court of justice (conust- 
>f members of parliament, officers of the army, and others), 
proceeded against to execution. 

bis act was highly displeasing to many, who with equal 
and forwardness bad assisted in the war. Insomuch that 
liSerence, which tbe king's party put between them that 
[it with him. and thoa that take away his life, they eiprest 
lis proverb : that presbiterians held him by the bayr, till 
pendants cut of his head. Yet have the former struggled 
ever since, to doe something, that might render them 
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under a better ch&racter, as to their eorenant and loyalty to 
the king. The pe^ce of the nation being thus settled, \ind the 
king's family and offspring depatted into fovteign places, his 
eldest soti, the prince of Wales, traveled into the Netherlands, 
where (after some short time) application was made to him 
by the most sereous and prudent party of Scotland (amongst 
whom I know some to be as choyce men, as most I have been 
acquainted with, lor wisedome and true holynesse, for so it 
becomes mee to judge), who presented to him the consider- 
ation of the stupendious judgments of God upon him and his 
father's house, and prest upon him the sence of it, endeavour- 
ing to reduce him to Scotland, in order to restore him to his 
dominions, upon hope that he might be instrumental to ho- 
nour God, and re-establish publique peace. To this he gave 
very fayre returns, and in a short time shipt himself for Scot- 
land, and arrived thete, where he was honourably entertained 
by that which is called the Kirk party, and is indeed the reli- 
gious party of that nation : by them he was crowned king of 
Scotland, and so brought into a capacity of action. 

The kirk party had now the command of him and the 
'nation ; but another party had a greater roome in his heart, 
having been constant to his father, when the other had raysed 
war against him, Thes devyded under two heades, called 
resolutioners and protesters. 

The parliament of England by this time grew awakened, 
foreseeing that this whole action was calculated to the perfect 
capacity of Scotland, imposing a king upon England, of which 
they were evinced by more than probable arguments ; to ob- 
viat which they resolve to send a potent army under the com- 
mand of general Cromwell (the lord Fairfax refusing that 
service, upon the influence of presbyterians, as was sayd), that 
Scotland might be rendered the s6at of war, and so made less 
able to annoy England. This accordingly was done ; an inva- 
sion made fVom England ; Scotland put into armes to resist 
it, whereby they wearied and wasted the English army, and 
forced it (in a miserable condition) to retreat for England, 
had they not, at Dunbar, out of pure necessity, infbrced an 
ingagement to their own destruction. For the defeat then 
given to th^ Scotch army was as signal as any thing in the 



nr. The adraiitBge of number and men fit for fight 
ry great ; but that, which it moBl olHervoble, ia the 
of the persons: for presbiterie being the golden bal 
y, 1 am credibly inforoied, that thousands lost their 
' it (after many meetinga, debates, and oppeales to God 
ourEaglisb officers and them,) of as boly praying people 
island or the world aSbardes. 

lord general Cromwell was a person of too great ac 
nd sagacity to loose the adiantage of sucb a victory, 
TL^fore marcht bia army to Kdenburgh, and possest 
i of that place, lay'd siege to the strong castle in it, 
:Test it til it submitted, being so situated as not to be 
by onslaught, nor undermined, by reason of the rocke 
'h it is builL There he spent the winter, but was not 
r in that time many strong places became sultjcct to 
y tliis means the young liiog had opportunity to fall 

his beloved party caled the Resolutionera. His in- 
ikewise wrought here in England, caried on by the 
rian party ; and in this quarrel, honest Mr. Lo>e, who 
ss was a godly man, though indiscreet, lust his heade, 
ny of his brethren were indangered, being deteined 
■8, til general Cromwel came home and procured their 
But before that, his continuance in Scotland was a 
great action, wherein he so distressed the king, as he 
I bim to march with all the force he could make for 
t being close pursued by the English horse, 
;eneral Lambert (a prudent, valiant 
ider, and a man of gallant conduct), and resisted by 
ysed in England, be was compelled to make a halt at 
xi city, til the lord general, with a body of the army, 
d thither, and after a short ^me totally defeated his 
limselfe escaping very hardly, and afterwardes (with 
ifficulty) conveyed himselfe beyond the seas. The 
the stocke of honour, which general Cromvell canie 

with to London, after this crowning vicloiie (super- 
1 what God had before cloathed him with, not onely 
alcbietements in England, but those in Scotland, 

pretermitted, because, being grounded on thoa bar- 
s, the habitable world sounded witb the noise 
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of them) will in my silence present itself to your Imagination. 
He had not long continued here, before it was strongly 
imprest upon him by thos, to whom he had no reason to be 
ptterly incredulous, and strengthened by his own observation, 
that the persons, then called the parliament of the common- 
wealth of England, as from whom he had derived his autho- 
rity, and by virtue whereof he had fought so many holy men 
in Scotland into their graves, were not such as were spirited to 
carry the good interest to an end, wherein he and they had 
jeopardied all that was of concern to them in this world ; and 
I wish cordially, that there had not been too great a ground 
for thos allegations. The result of them after many debates 
betwixt the members then sittings and the general, with some 
who joyned with him, was the dissolution of that parliament 
by a military force, since called by a softer word, interruption. 
' Great dissatisfaction spnmg from this action^ and such as is 
not yet'^ forgotten amongst good men. For let the reasons and 
end be never so good, upon which the general acted this part, 
yet, say they, *twas high breach of trust in him, to overthrow 
that authority, in defence of which God had appeared, and 
made him so significant an instrument ; yet factum valet, say 
others, who were not well satisfyed neither ; and now care is 
usedvto settle fluctuating Britain. 

In order to which the lord general by his authority (which 
was but military) summons one hundred persons out of all 
parts of the nation (with competent indifFerency and equalety) 
to represent the nation, and invests them with legislative au- 
thority. They meet and accept it, assume the title of par- 
liament, and sit in the house of commons, and inact sundry 
lawes ; but in a short time made it appear to all considering 
and unprejudiced men, that they were huic negotio impares, 
non obstante their godlinesse ; of which the more judicious of 
them being sensible, contrived the matter so as to dissolve 
themselves by an act of their owne, and resolve their autho- 
rity, whence they first derived it, upon the general. It was 
not long before he was advised to assume the government of 
this nation in his single capacity, limited with such restric- 
tions, as were drawne up in an instrument of government 
framed to that purpose. This he accepted of, and (being by 
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it with due ceremonie in Westminster Hall inaugurated), fae 
assunud it accordingly. According to one of the articles in 
it, he summoned a house of eommons, at Westminster, the 
September following, of which house I had the honour to be 
g member. The house consisting qf many disobliged peracms 
[some upon the king's account, and others upon a pretence of 
right to sit upon the £(H'mer foundation, as not being legally, 
though Ibroeably, dissolved; and others judging that the powers 
given by the instrument of government to the protector were 
too large ; professing that though they were willing to trust 
him, yet they would not trust his successors with so large a 
jurisdiction] fel into high animosities, and after five months 
spent in framing another instrument instead of the former 
[which they sayd they could not swallow without chewing] 
they were by the protector dissolved. 

This was ungratefull to English spirits, who deify their 
repreaeittatiifes ; but the protector's parts and interest enabled 
him to stenmie this tyde. Yet the weight <^ government in- 
cumbing too heavily upon him, before many years passed he 
summoned another parliament, and his experience guided him 
to concur with them in a new instrument to governe by. In 
it they would have changed his title, and made him king, and 
I thinke he had closed with them in it, not out of lust tp that 
title [I am persuaded] but out of an apprehension, that it 
would have secured [in a better way] the nation's settlement : 
but the party, to whom the protector ever professed to owe 
himself [being the generallity of his standing friends] rose so 
high in opposition to. it [by reason of the scandal, that thereby 
would fall upon his person and profession] as it diverted him, 
and occasioned him to take investitute in his government, 
though from them, yet under his former title of protector. 

As in former cases, this found acceptance with many, but 
was dissatis&ctory to a greater number. 

The instrument of government made in this parliament, and 
to which the protector tooke his oath, was oaled the humble 
petition and advice. 

In it provision was made for another house of parliament, 
instead of the old lords ; that this might be a screen or ballance 
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betwixt the protector and commons, as the former lorde^ had 
been betwixt the king and them. 

Thes to consist of seventy persons* all at first to be nominated 
by the protector* and after as any one dyed, a new one to be 
nominated by him and his successors, and assented to by them- 
selves, or without that consent not to sit : twenty of them was 
a quorum. It was noe .smal taske for the protector to finde 
idoneous men for this place, because the future security of the 
honest interest, seemed [under God] to be lay d up in them ; 
for by a mortal generation [if they were wel chosen at first] 
like foundationals in the gathering of a church, they would 
propagate their owne kinde, when tb» single person could not ; 
and the commons [who represented the natwxi] would not, 
having in them, for the most part, the spirit of thos they re- 
present, which hath little affinity with or respect to the cayse 
of God. And indeed, to speake freely, so barren was the 
island of persons of quality, ^irited lor such a service, as they 
were not to be found, according to ihsit of the apostle, 1 Cor. 
i. 26. ** Yee see your caling, not many wise, nor noble," &c. 
This forced him to make it up of men of meane ranke, and con- 
sequently of lesse interest, and upon tryal too light for &a/- 
lance, too thin for a screen, and upcMOi the point ineffectual to 
answer the designe, being made a scorn by tJhe nobility and 
gentry, and generality of the people : the house of commons 
continually spurning at their power, and spending large de- 
bates in controverting their title, til at length the protector 
[finding the distempers which grew in his government, and 
the dangers of the publick peace thereby] dissolved the parlia- 
ment, and so silenced Uiat controversy for that time. And 
that was the last, that sat during his life, he being con^peOed > 
to wrestle with the difficulties of his jdtzce, so loeU as he could, 
without parliamentary assistance, and in U met with ,so great 
a burthen, as [/ doubt not to say] it dranke up his spirits, 
of which his natural constitution yedded a vast stocke, and 
brought him to his grave ; his interment being the seed time 
of iiis glory, and England's calamity. Before I passe further, 
pardon mee in troubling you with the character of his person, 
which, by reason of my neamesse to him, I had opportunity 
well to observe. 
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His body was wel compact and strong, his stature under 6 
ibote [I believe about two inches], his head, so shaped, as you 
might see it a storehouse and shop both of a v€ut treagmy 
of natural parts. Hit temper exeeecUnff fyery, as I have 
known, butthejlame rfit kept downe for the most part, or 
soon allayed with thos moral indowments he had. He was 
naturally compassionate towards objects in distresse, even to 
an effeminate measure ; though God had made him a heart, 
wherein was left little roume for any fear, but what was due to 
himselfe, of which there was a large proportion, yet did he ex- 
ceed in tendemesse towards sufferers. A larger soul, I thinke, 
hath sddom dwdt in a house of day than his was, I do be- 
lieve, if his story were impartially transmitted, and the unpre- 
judiced world wel possest with it, she would adde him to her 
nine worthies, and make up that number a decemviri. He 
lived and dyed in comfortable communion with God, as judi- 
cious persons neer him wel observed. He was that Mordecai 
that sought the welfare of his people, and spake peace to his 
seed, yet were his temptations such, as it appeared frequently, 
that he, that hath grac^ enough for many men, may have too 
little for himselfe ; the treasure he had being but in an earthen 
vessel, and that equally defiled with original sin, as any other 
man*s nature is. He left successor in the protectorship his 
eldest son, a worthy person indeed, of an obliging nature and 
religious disposition, giving great respect to the best of per- 
sons, both ministers and others; and having to his lady a 
prudent, godly, practical Christian. His entrance into the 
government was with general satisfaction, having acceptation 
with all sorts of people, and addresses from them, importing so 
much. It was an amazing consideration to me [who, out of 
the experience I had of the spirits of people, did f^ar confusion 
would be famous Oliver's successor] to see my fears so con- 
ftited ; though alas, the sin of England soon shewed, that they 
were not vaine fears. For in a short time, some achings in 
the army appeared tending to devest the pro^ctor of the 
power of it. • This bred some jealousy and unkindnesse be- 
twixt him and the officers of it; but it was allayed, and things 
looked fayre again. About^ this time writs were sent out 
to summons a parliament, which accordingly sat down in 
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March following. The power of the protector and that of 
the other house was instantly controverted in the house of 
commons, which house consisted of a tripartite interest, viz. 
the protector's, the commonwealth's [as it was so called by 
some, though groundlcssly enough], and Charles the king of 
Scots ; each party striving to carry an end their own design, 
syding one while with one, another whyle with another ob- 
structed settlement, and acted nothing but what tended to leave 
religion and sobriety naked of protection. The vigilant army 
observed this, and disposed themselves to prevent this growing 
evil : in order to it, keep generall counsells, publish remon- 
strances, and make addresses. The parliament fearing the co- 
ordinacy [at least] of a military power with the civil, forbid 
the meetings of the army. The army resent this so ill, as by a 
violent impression they prevayle with the protector to dissolve 
the parliament. This he did animo tam reluctanti, that he 
could not conceal his repentance of it, but it breake out upon 
all occations. The army observing it reflected on him as a 
person true to the civill interest, and not fixed to them. And 
the officers keeping general counsels in a few days resolve 
to depose him, and restore the members of parliament dis- 
solved by the first protector, in the year 53, to the exercise 
of their government again, in order [as they ridiculously 
stiled it] to the settling of a commonwealth. • The na- 
tion resented this act of the army exceedingly ill ; the godly 
party being generally much dissatisfyed with it, in regard the 
persons brought together, were for the most part disobliging to 
any thing of reason or sobriety ; so that they inslaved the peo- 
ple to the lusts of a few men, as it soon appeared from this the 
officers of the army; and all in civil power derived their 
authority, and they seemed to have brought all under perfect 
subjection. But their deportment waxed too swelling for the 
army to bear long ; for upon an insurrection raysed in the west 
by sir George Booth a secluded member, in behalf of a free 
parliament, forces were sent against him under general Lam- 
bert, by whom sir George was soone reduced and made a pri- 
soner. This so elevated the ruling men in parliament, as they 
began to increase the thicknesse of their fingers. The army 
VOL. VII. D D 
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fearing they would not rest, till they had brought them to 
Rehoboam's scantling, make complaint to them by way of 
remonstrance, out of which egg a bird sprang, that made new 
division, or rather renewed the old betwixt them, till it came 
to another interruption. This put us into so great distemper, 
as one regiment marcht against another, some for the parlia- 
ment, others against them, and drew up near Westminster Hall, 
eren to push of pike, but God in mercy kept them from 
ingaging ; so that noe bloud was spilt. The house thus dis. 
turbed used it's interest to redintigrate its power: members 
meet in private cabals about it. They send into Scotland to 
general Monke, who was placed there by the old protector, 
conunander in chiefe of the Ibrce of that nation. To him they 
eomplaine of the breach of trust by the army here, and by them 
of the violence offered to parliament. This Monke resents ill, 
and declares for the parliament against the army. The army 
in England meet in councel ; they chuse the lord Fleetwood 
captain general of all the forces in England, Scotland and Ire'- 
land; send letters to Monke for accommodation; appoint a 
committee of safety for the publique peace, made up of many 
chief officers of the army, and others of the best qualety they 
could get ; declare a resolution to call a new parliament ; ap- 
poynt a conunittee to draw a platforme of government for the 
three nations. Whyle this was acting, the nations grew into a 
flame, greatly hating any government introduced by the sword; 
so the officers of the army, and committee of safety, and idl 
begun to draw heavily, and in a few weeks by the revolt of the 
soldiery, which began first at Portsmouth, was seconded by the 
fleet, and generally ialne in with by the private soldiers, their 
wheeles fell off, and left them on the ground. The members 
of parliament returned to sit, all the officers, that were looked 
upon as having a hand in their interruption, set aside, though 
to other things indemnifyed. Thus &r was Jotham's parable 
in the case of Abimelech, and the men of Shechem realised in, 
this matter also. General Monke advances now to London, 
and is there honourably entertained : he is invited into Lon- 
don, courted and careeced there upon hope bee would intro- 
duce the king of Scots, whose interest grew all this whyle, and 
the generalety of the people exprest intentnesse upon it, abuse 
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the parliament, and affront (to violence) the speaker at his 
lodgings, and the members walking in the streets. 

In this interim the house dismisses sir Henrj Vane from 
sitting in it, as a person, that had not been constant to parlia- 
ment priviledges: and Miyor Salaway, a person of great parts, 
and Sir Henry Vane*s second in most things, with soflie others, 
who acted in the committee of safety. Yet were they greatly 
prest by declariations from the people, who though they were 
pleased with the dishonour put on Sir Henry Vane [he being 
unhappy in lying under the most catholique prgudioe of any 
man I know] yet partly dissatisfyed with the seclution of the 
members of 48, and partly thirsting after their libertyes in free 
parliament, were restless and impetuous. 

Geneifd Monke is now earnestly applyed to by the greatest 
part of the citizens of London, and the members of parliament, 
who were secluded in the year 48, to restore them to the exercise 
of there trust. In that capacity, after some debate of some of 
the then sitting members concerning this matter, without fur- 
ther consent obtained from the then sitting members, and with- 
out their privity, they were by the general brought into the 
house. They sat not three weekes, before they by act of par- 
liament dissolved themselves, and made provision for a succeed- 
ing parliament, which is to sit down the 25th day of the 
next month. In this time they made sundry acts ; one about 
the ministry, to the advantage of presbiterie ; another, in which 
they settled a militia distinct from that of the army, put into 
such commissioners hands, for the most part, as are for the 
king*s interest. They likewise settled a council of state, con- 
sisting of one and thirty very prudent and sober men, and of 
good interest as to civil concernments. 

But to draw to a period, and trouble you no longer with this 
discourse ; the interest of religion lyes dreadfully on the dust ; 
for the eminent professors of it having atchieved formerly great 
victories in the war, and thereby great power in the army, 
made use of it to make variety of changes in the government ; 
and every of thos changes hazardous and pernicious, and dis- 
sads&ctory in one considerable respect or other. 

They were all charged upon the principles of the authours of 
them, who being congregational men, have not only made meii 
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lat persiuuon cheape, but rendered them odeous to the 
tftlity of the nation ; and that the rather, because general 
Iwood, vho uuuried the protector'! daughter, and the lord 
■oroir, who married his sistei, neie principal inBtniments 
> apprebended, tbou^ I tbinke not truely of Fleetwood] 
erthrowing the &mitf, from vhieb they bad their prefer- 
:aud 90 manjr ugoal kindnesses. It is not to be eiprest, 

reproach it brought upon profession of reli^oD b; this 
les, and what a foundation layd to persecute it out of Eng- 

if that party prevayles : for demonstration is made by 
rience, that professors were not more troublesome and &c- 

in limes of peace, before the wars of England began, and 
;reat instruments of them, than they have been ira|>erious, 
eeting, trust breaking, and coTenant violating, since tbey 

inTcsted with power, Andwhytherthisscaodalwillgoe, 
hat the effects of it will be, the Lord knows i but to be 

as Solomon says, he that breaks a hedge, a serpent will 
him ; and this is fulfilled upon tbem, who have been the 
est hedge breakers, that I have known. And as there is 
•e pronounced to the world by our Saviour, because of 
eea, so there is a redundant woe to them, by whom thos 

tiRve cause to beleeie, that you hate met with most of what 
re here coinmunicsted to you, in a better dresae, from some 
r hand : if so, I entreat the pardon of your stomake for 
Tambe bis coctum. I also entreat your advise by the next 
rtunity, concerning friendes here, what incouragenient per. 
may have, if tymcs press them, to transport their familyes 
New England, with some general directions of doeing to 
lesl advantage. 

doe promise myselfe this fruit of my writing, that as it may 
e our intercourse, andkindle the former coales of love, soe 
11 provoke you with gieatesl fervency, to lay the sad state 
ir a^res here before the Lord, whose name is greatly 
psd in them ; fur Ibe rage of the enemy is swelled to an 
lerahte height, and his mouth set against the heavens. 

hath great cause now to feare the enemy and the avenger. 

this b our last refuge, tor we have forfited all to the ut- 
;. I pray present me to my cousin your wife, under the 
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character of a person ready, though unable to serve her. Ac^ 

cept of the like tender from, Sir, 

Your real servant, and unworthy kinsman, 

Jo. Maidstox. 
Westminster, March 24. 1659. 

If you shall give yourselfe the trouble at any time of honor- 
ing mee with a letter, you may please to direct it to Pond- 
house, at Boxted in Essex, where my father lived ; it is three 
miles from Colchester. 

These for his honourable friend and kinsman, John 
Winthorpe, Esq. ; governour of the collonie of Con- 
nectacut in New England. 



B. 

SPECIMENS OF THE COURT CIRCULAR IN CROMWELL's 

PROTECTORATE. 

'* Nov. II. — This day the most illustrious lady, the lady 
Frances Cromwell, youngest daughter of his highness the lord 
protector, was married to the most noble gentleman, Mr. Ro- 
bert Rich, son of the lord Rich, grandchild of the earl of 
Warwick, and of the countess dowager of Devonshire, in the 
presence of their highnesses and of his grandfather and father, 
and the said countess, with many other persons of high honor 
and quality, llie solemnities of the happy nuptials were con- 
tinued and ended with much honour." — Merc. PoL, Nov, 5. 
to 12. 1657. 

** Nov. 19. — Yesterday afternoon, his highness went to 
Hampton Court, and this day the most illustrious lady, the 
lady Mary Cromwell, third daughter of his highness the lord 
protector, was there married to the most noble lord the lord 
Falconbridge, in the presence of their highnesses, and many 
noble persons. Friday, 20. — Their highnesses, with the said 
lord and lady, returned from Hampton Court." — Merc. PoL, 
Nov.19. to 26. 1657. 
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LB.D CaoKwitL, eldest son of the proteotor (so called) a 
I of great worth and merit,' and well afcilled in hawking, 
ig, horse-racing, with other sporta and pastimes ; one 

undertakings, haiarda, and services for the cause cannot 
le numbered or set forth, unless the drinking of king 
a'a, or, as is sa cominonlj spoken, hh falher'i landlord^i 
! whose abilities in praying and preaching, and love (o 
ctaries, being much like his cousin Dick Ingoldsbf's, 
King so very likely to be his father's successor, and to 
E his noble virtues, in heing the light of the eyes, and 

of the nostrils of Ihe old heathenish popish laws and 
IS of the nation, especially among the learned, the uni. 
' of Oxford have therefore thought fit, he being also no 
ood scholar, to chuse him their chancellor. 
iry Lawrence, a gentleman of a courtly breed, and a 
rencber-man ; who, when the bishops ruffled in their 
and tyranny, went over to Holland, afterwards caroe 
>nd became a member of the long parliament; fell off 
beheading the lale king, and change of the government, 
lieh the protector, then lieutenant-general, with great 
rclared, * That a neutral apirit teas more to be abhorred 

cavalier tpirit, and that 9uch men at he icere noJ jit to be 
I ijah a day as that, t^Af a God teas cuitinp doien Kintf- 
«! and frrancA ; ' yet came in play again, upon design, 
little parliament, and contrihuted much to the dissolv- 

them, as also setting up the protector, and settling the 
nent of government and a single person, affirming, 
other fi>undation could no man lay. ' For which worthy 
a, and as a snare or bait to win over, or at least quiet 
iptised people, himself being under that ordinance, ha, 
ide and continued president of the protector's council, 
he hsth signed many an arbitrary and illegal warrant far 
Tying of honest faithful men to prisons and eiile with, 
ise, unless their not apostatising with them from just 
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and honest principles. His merits are great and many, being 
every way thorough-paced, and a great adorer of Kingship ; 
so as he deseryeth, no doubt, and is every way fit, to be taken 
out of the parliament, to have the third place of honour, and 
negative voice in the other house over the people of these lands. 

Colpnel Desborough, a gentleman or yeoman of about sixty 
or seventy pounds, per annum, at the beginning of the wars ; 
who being allied to the protector by marriage of his sister, he 
cast away his spade and took a sword, and rose with him in 
the wars, and in like manner, upon the principles of justice 
and freedom, advanced his interest very much ; if he were not 
of the long parliament, he was of the little one, which he 
helped to break. Being grown considerable, he cast away the 
principles by which he rose, and took on principles of violence 
and tyranny, and helped to set up the protector, for which he 
was made one of his council, and one of the generals at sea, 
and hath a princely command at land, being major-general of 
divers counties in the west, as also one of the lords of the 
Cinque Ports. 

Lord Viscount Lisle, eldest son of the earl of Leicester, 
was of the long parliament to the last, and at the change oi 
government, and making laws of treason against a single 
person's rule, and, no question, concurred with the rest there- 
in ; he was also of the little parliament, and of all the parlia- 
ments since ; was all along of the protector's council, and 
was never to seek ; who having learned so much by changing 
with every change, and keeping still, like his £ither-in-law, 
the earl of Salisbury, and Peter Sterry, on that side which 
hath proved trump, nothing need farther be said of his fitness, 
being such a man of principles, to be taken out of the parlia- 
ment, to have a settled negative voice in the other house, over 
all the good people of these lands, he being a lord of the old 
stamp already, and, in time, so likely to become a peer. 

Sir Gilbert Pickering, knight of the old stamp, and of a con- 
siderable revenue in Northamptonshire, one of the long parlia- 
ment, and a great stickler in the change of the government 
from Kingly, to that of a commonwealth ; helped to make 
those laws of treason against Kingship, hath also changed with 
all changes that have been since ; he was one of the little 
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lent, uid helped to break it, u al>o of all tbe parli>- 

HDce ; is one of the procector'B council ; and, lu if he 

iteward of Westminstei ; and, being bo finical, Bpruc^ 
:e an old courtier, is msde lard chainberlain of Ihe pro- 
I household or court; » that he maj well be counted 

worthy to be taken out of the bouse, to have a negative 
in the other house, though he helped (o destroy it 
King and Lords. There are more besides him, that 
;hcmBelYes transgressors, by building again the tbings 
they once destroyed, 
ter Strickland, sometime agent, or ambassador to the 

in the Low- Countries, ftom the long parliament, and 
friend of theirs j at lengtb became a member of that 
nent ; vas also of the litde parliament, which he helped 
ik ; was of the parliament since, and is now of the pro- 
< council ; he is one that can serve a commonwealth, 
LO a prince, so he may serve himself and his own ends 

who, having so greatly profited by attending the Ho- 
ogans, and become so expert in the ceremony postures, 
lereby so apt like an ape, with his brother sir Gilbert, 
e president, to imitate or act the part of an old courtier 
new court, was made captain-general of the protector's 
e, or gray-coated tbotguard in Whitehall, as the earl of 
id formerly to the king ; who. being every way of such 
and merits, no question can be made, or exception had 
: bis fitness to be taken out of tbe parliament to exer- 
i^atlve voice in tbe other house over the people of this 
inweallh. 

Charles Ousely, a genlleman who came something late 
lay on this side, being converted from a cavalier in s 
lOur. He became one of the little parliament, which 
ped to break, and to set the protector on tbe throne ; 
ich worthy service, he was, as he well deserved, taken 
<e one of his council ; was also of the parliaments dace ; 

of constancy and certainty in his principles, much like 
id ; and, although he hath done nothing for the cause 
<y to merit, yet is he counted of that worth, as to be 
way fit to be taken out of the parliament, to have a 



APPENDIX C. 409 

negative voice in the other house, over such as have done 
most, and merited highest in the cause, the protector and his 
fellow negative men excepted, and over all the commonwealth 
besides. 

Mr. Rouse, one of the long parliament, and by them made 
provost or master of Eaton college ; he abode in that parlia- 
ment, and helped to change the government into a common* 
wealth, and to destroy the negative voice in the King and 
Lords ; was also of the little parliament, and their speaker ; 
who, when the good things came to be done which were 
formerly declared, and for not doing of which the old parlia- 
ment was pretendedly dissolved, being an old bottle, and so 
not fit to 1>ear that new wine, without putting it to the ques- 
tion, left the chair, and went with his fellow old Bottles to 
Whitehall, to surrender their power to the general ; which he, 
as speaker^ and they, by signing a parchment or paper, pre- 
tended to do. The colourable foundation for this apostacy, 
upon the monarchical foundation being thus laid, and the 
general himself, as protector, seated thereon, he became one 
of his council, good old man, and well he deserved it, for he 
ventured hard ; he was also of the parliaments since, and, 
being an aged venerable man, all exceptions set aside, may be 
counted worthy to be taken out of the house to have a negative 
voice in the other house, over all that shall question him for 
what he hath done, and over all the people of these lands 
besides, though he would not suffer it in the King and Lords. 

Colonel Sydenham, a gentleman of not very much per an- 
num at the beginning of the wars, was made governor of 
Malcomb Regis, in the west ; became one of the long parlia- 
ment, and hath augmented his revenue to some purpose ; he 
helped, no question, to change the government, and make 
those laws of treason against Kingship ; was also of the little 
parliament, and of those that were since ; one also of the pro- 
tector's council, hath a princely command in the Isle of 
Wight, is one of the commissioners of the treasury ; by all 
which he is grown very great and considerable. 

Colonel Mountague, a gentleman of Huntingdonshire, of a 
&ir estate, a colonel formerly in the association army, under 
the earl of Manchester, where he, for some time, appeared. 



ilonel Ficknipg lived, to be a twctsr;, and for lay- 
sching, u also a loret of the righta and freedoms of 
let rather than of tite principle he now acts by ; but, 
at colonel djring, some other things also coming be- 
: became of another mind ; he gave off being a loldieT 
5 time of the new model, it is likely upon the same 
irith colonel Russel ; did not greatly approve of be- 
the king, or change of the government, or the army's 
:h into Scotland, la the protector, then general, may 
yet, after the irar vas ended at Worcester, and the 
ament dissolied, he vaa taken in, though no change 
15 (rom what he was before, to be of the little parlia- 
ich he helped to break, and to set up monarchy a-new 
'Fotector, which he designedly was called to do ; for 
>rthy service he was made one of the council, a com- 
■ of the treasury, and one of the generals at sea ; he 
le parliaments since ; all which considered, none need 
his fitness to be a lord, and to be taken out of the 
bsTe a n^ative voice in the other bouse, not only 
treasury and seamen, but all the good people of these 

issioner Lisle, sometime a counsellor in the Temple ; 
le long parliament, where he improved his interest 
se, and bought state lands good cheap ; aftervards 
. commissioner of the great seal, and helped in parlia- 
change the goremment irom kingly to parlia- 
or^ of a commonwealth ; changed again to kingly, 
lingle person; and did swear the protector at his 
illing chief magistrate, to the 'haiard of his neck, 
to lour acts of parliament, which he helped to make, 
;rs, that make it treason so to do. He hath Utely 
or sanctuary into Mr. Rowe's church, and is still 
oner of the seal ; and being so very considerable in 
id merit, is also fit to be taken out of the house to 
tgative voice ui the other house over the good people, 
luch who shall any way question him; he is since 
trident of the high court, so called, of justice. 
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Chief justice Glyn, sometime a comisellor at law, and 
steward of the court at Westminster, formerly one of the long 
parliament, and that helped to bait the earl of Strafford, and 
bring him to the block ; was recorder of London, and one of 
the eleven members impeached by the army of treason, and by 
that parliament committed to the Tower; the protector, 
through apostacy, assuming the goyernment, took him up and 
made him a judge ; and finding him so fit for his turn, did 
also make him chief justice of England ; so that, of a little 
man, he is grown up into great bulk and interest, and of com- 
plying principles to the life ; who, being so very useful to 
advance and uphold the protector's great negative voice, is 
thereby questionless, in his sense, 6t to be taken out of the 
house, and to have a negative voice himself in the other house, 
not only over the people, but over the law he b to be chief 
judge of, and in a capacity to hinder that no good law, for the 
futurCf be made for the ease of the people, or to hurt of the 
lawyers' trade, 

Bulstrode Whitlock, formerly a counsellor at law, one of 
the long parliament, profited there, and advanced his interest 
very greatly; became one of the commissioners of the great 
seal, one that helped to change the government, and make 
laws against a single person's rule. In the time of the little 
parliament, he went ambassador to Sweden in great state ; that 
parliament being dissolved, he agitated there for the protector, 
then came over ; and, when some alteration and pretended 
reformation was made in the chancery, he stood off from being 
any longer a commissioner of the seal, and became one of the 
supervisors of the treasury at one thousand pounds per annum 
salary : he is one who is guided more by policy than by 
conscience, and, being, on that account, the more fit for the 
protector's service, there is no question to be made of his 
worth and merit to be taken out of the house to have a ne- 
gative voice in the other house over the people there, though 
he helped to put it down in the King and Lords. 

Mr. Claypole, son of Mr. Claypole in Northamptonshire» 
now lord Claypole. He long since married the protector's 
daughter ; a person, whose qualifications not answering those 
honest principles, formerly so pretended to, of putting none 



Ifodly men into places of trust, was a long time kept out; 
since the apostasy from those principles, as also the prac- 
lirake in, and his lather- in-law (the head thereof) came 
e ptaleclor, he was then judged good enough for that 
insation, and so taken in to be master or his horse, 
uke Hamilton to the King. Much need not be said 
im I hii relation, as son-in-law to the protector, is suffi- 
; to beapeak him every way fit to be taken out of the 
e, and made a lord ; and, having eo long time bad a ne- 
'e voice over his wife. Spring- Garden, the ducks, deer, 
BS, and asses in James's Park, is the better skilled how to 
sise it again in the other house, over the good people of 
; nations, without any gainsaying or dispute. 
alonel Fnde, then sir TTiomaa, now lord Pride, sometime 
onest brewer in London, went out a captain upon the ao- 
it of the cause, fought on, and in time became a colonel ; 
;ood service in England and Scotland, for which he was 

rewarded by the parliament ; with cheap debentures of 
oldicra and others, he bought good lands at easy rates ; 

the long parliament a purge, fought against the king and 
legattve voice, and was against the negative voice of his 
liren, the lords spiritual and temporal, being unwilling to 
: any in the land ; but hath now changed his mind and 
dples with the times, and will fight for a negative voice 
le protector, and also have one himself, and be a lord, for 
s a knight of the new order already, and grown wty 
.y and considerable. It is hard to say how the people 
like it. HowBver, his worth and merits, rightly mea- 

d, will, no question, render him lit to be taken out of the 
>e to be one of the other house, and to have a negative 

e, not only over the bears, but oil the people of these 
t, though he did formerly so oppose and tight against it ; 
the noble lawyers will be glad of his company and friend- 
, for that there is now no fear of his hmging up their 
ns by the Scottish colours in Westminster-hall, as he 
lerly so greatly boasted and threatened to do. 

Lionel HewBOn, then sir John, now lord llewson, some- 
i an honest shoe-maker, or cobler in London, went out a 
ain upon the account of the oause, was very lealous. 
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fought on stoutly, and in time became a colonel ; did good 
seryice, both in England and Ireland ; was made governor of 
Dublin, became one of the little parliament, and of all the 
parliaments since ; a knight also of the new stamp. The 
world being so well amended with him, and the sole so well 
stitched to the upper leather, having gotten so considerable 
an interest and means, he may well be counted fit to be taken 
out of the house to be a lord, and to have a negative voice in 
the other house, over all of the gentle craft, and cordwainers 
company in London, if they please. But, though he be so 
considerable, and of such merit in the protector's, as also in 
his own esteem, not only to be a knight, but also a lord, 
yet it will hardly pass for current with the good people of 
these lands, if being so fu beyond the last. Neither will 
they think him fit (saving the protector's pleasure) to have 
a negative voice over them, though he formerly fought so 
stiffly against it in the king and lords, in order to set them 
free.; 

Colonel Barkstead, then sir John, now lord Barkstead, 
sometime a goldsmith in the Strand of no great rank, went out 
a captain to Windsor Castle, was sometime governor of Read- 
ing, got at length to be a colonel, then made lieutenant of the 
Tower by the old parliament. The protector (so called) 
finding him fit for his turn, continued him there, and also 
made him major-general of Middlesex, in the decimating 
business, and assistant to major-general Skippon, in London. 
He is one to the life to fulfil the protector's desires, whether 
right or wroi^, for he will dispute no commands, nor make 
the least demur, but, in an officious way, will rather do more 
than his share. His principles for all arbitrary things what- 
soever being so very thorough, let friends or foes come to his 
den, they come not amiss, so he gets by it ; yea, rather than 
fidl, he wiU send out his armed men to break open other men's 
houses, and seize their persons, and bring them to his jail, 
and then at his pleasure turn them out. He hath erected a 
principality in the Tower, and made laws of his own, and ex- 
ecutes them, in a martial way, over all comers ; so that he 
hath great command, and makes men know his power. He 
was of the latter parliaments ; is one of the cotnmissioners. 
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tike the biihop's pander'B in the King's daifi, for rapprasing 
trudi in (he piiolipg presses, sn oppressioD once the anoj ao 
gremtlf eompluned of ; is, for sanotuorj, gotten in to be ■ 
member of Mr. Oriffith's church ; is also knighted ifter the 
ne* order, and, the better to carry on the protector's iDlerest 
amoDg the e>r-bored slavi^ dtizena, is lately become an 
aUennan ; so that he hath advaaced bis interest and reyenne 
to purpose. His titles and capacities, emblazoned, irill suffi- 
ciently argue his worth and merits, and speak him out titUjr 
to be a man ol the times, and every wsy deserving to be yet 
greater, and, Hsmsn-like, to be set higher. All which con- 
sidered, it wonld seem s wrong not to have taken him out 
of the house, and made him a lord of the other house. 

Colonel Tngoldfiby, a gentleman of Buckinghamshire, allied 
to the protector ; he betook himself to the wars on the right 
, side, as it happened, and in time became a colonel. A gei>- 
tleman of courage and valour, but not very bmous lor any 
great exploits, unless for beating the honest inn*keeper of 
Aylesbury in Whitehall, for which the protector committed 
him to the Tower, but vas soor released. No great Iriend 
of the Sectaries (so called) or the cause of freedom then fought 
for, as several of his then and now officers and soldiers can 
witness. And, although it be well known, and commonljr 
reported, that he can neither pray nor preach, yet, cnnplying 
so kindly with new court; and being in his principles of King- 
ship, as also a colonel of horse, and the protector's kinsman, 
be may well be reckoned fit to be taken out of the house, and 
made a lord. 

Colonel WhsJy, formerly a woollen draper, a petty mer. 
chant, in London ; whose shop being out of sorts, and his cafdi 
empty, not having wherewithal to satisfy his creditors, he Aed 
into Scotland for retlige, till the wars began ; then took rai 
him to be a soldier, whereby he hath profited greatly : was no 
great zealot for the cause, but, happemng on the right side, 
he kept there, and at length was made commissary -general of 
the horse. He was of these latter parliaments, and, being so 
very useful and complying lo promote the protector's designs, 
was made m^or-general of two or three companies. He 
is Gir a king, or protector, or what you wiU, so it be liked 
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at court; is, with his little brother Glyn, grown a great 
man, and very considerable, and wiser, as the protector saith, 
than major-general Lambert; who having, with his fellow 
lords, Claypole and Howard, so excdient a spirit of govern- 
ment over his wife and iSimily, being also a member of 
Thomas Goodwin's church, no question need be made of his 
merit of being every way fit to be a lord, and to be taken 
out of the house, to have a negative voice in the other house 
over the people, for that he ' never, as he saith, fought against 
any such thing, as a negative voice.* 

Colonel GofF, now lord Goff that would be, some time 
colonel Vaughan*s brother's apprentice (a Salter in London) 
whose time being near or newly out, betook himself to be a 
soldier, instead of setting up his trade ; went out a quarter- 
master of foot, and continued in the wars till he forgot what 
he fought for ; in time became a colonel, and, in the outward 
appearance, very zealous and frequent in praying, preaching, 
and pressing for righteousness and freedom, and highly es- 
teemed in the army, on that account, when honesty was in 
fashion ; yet, having, at the same time, like his general, an evil 
tincture of that spirit, that loved and sought after the favour 
and praise of man, more than that of God (as, by woeful expe- 
rience in both of them, hath since appeared) he could not 
farther believe, or persevere, upon that account, but by de- 
grees fell off. And this was he, who, with colonel White, 
brought musqueteers, and turned the honest members, left 
behind in the little parliament, out of the house. Complying 
thus kindly with the protector's designs and interest, he was 
made major-general of Hampshire and Sussex ; was of the late 
parliament ; hath advanced his interest greatly, and is in so 
great esteem and fevour at court, that he is judged the only fit 
man to have major-general Lambert's place and command, as 
m^or-general of the army ; and, having so fiir advanced, is in 
a fair way to the protectorship hereafter, if he be not served 
as Lambert was. He, being so very considerable a person, 
and of such great worth, there is no question of his deserts and 
fitness to be taken out of the house to be a lord, and to have a 
negative voice in the other house; the rather, for that he 
" never in all his life, as he saith, fought against any such 



I m single person, or b negative •oice. bat only to pu^ 
mrles, and set up Oliver," and hath hii end. 
el Berry. His original was from the iron-works, ai 
ir overseer ; betook himself to the wars, on the par- 
lide ; profited greatly in his undertaking, and advurecd 
eat very fer; who, though he wore not the jeirter'a 
, being so ready to act his part, and pleue hii general 
le became a colonel of horse in the army, ailerwaida 
{Hieral of divers counties, a command fit for a prince; 
he migbt learn to lord it in an aibitrary way, before- 
hia pleasure. 

el Cooper, some time a shopkeeper, or Salter,, in 
rk, a member of Thomas Goodwin's cburcb, one lor. 
very high principles for common justice and freedom, 

brother 'Hehborn. The army, Iheu in Scotland, 
into England for faitbfiil, praying men, to make 
if, the honest people in tbe Borough recommended 
le general, in order to have a command ; who accotd- 
nt down, but left bis principles behind him, and es- 
thers i was made colonel at the first dash, and, though 
. late, yet hatb so well improved his interest, that he 
>ady gotten as many hundreds per annum as he bad 
pounds, when he left bis trade. He hath a regiment 

Scotland, and another in Ireland, where be is majoiw 
3f the North, in Venables's room, and governor of 
irgus, BO ts be is in a very hopelul way to be a great 
<ed. 

nan Pack, tben sir Christopher, now lord Pack. His 
erly was by dealing in cloth ; near the beginning of 

parliament, was made an alderman ; was then very 

and meddled little, more like a neuter, oi close 
It, than a zealot for the cause ; was a commissioner of 
ms, also sberiff and lord mayor of London, next after 
. Viner. The protector taking on him the govern- 
! sunshine of the new court pleased him, and brought 
d1 compliance. He wag one of the last parliament, 
UB to re-eslabhsh kingship in the person of the pro- 
id judged the only meet man to bring the petition 
louse, praymg him to accept of and take it upon bim ; 
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^hich, though he then refused, yet, as is reported, hath since 
repented his then refusal. 

Alderman Tichbom, then sir Robert, knight of the new 
stamp, now lord Hchbom. At the beginning o^ the long 
parliament, when a great spirit was stirring for liberty and 
justice, many worthy petitions and complaints were made 
against patentees, the bishops, and the earl of Strafford. He 
being the son of a citizen, and young, fell in and espoused the 
good cause and principles then on foot, and thereby became 
Tery popular, and was greatly cried up by the good people of 
the city, &c. His rise was first in the military way, where he 
soon became a colonel ; and, by the parliament, made lieute- 
nant of the Tower of London; andv though he was a colonel, 
yet never went out to fight, but became an alderman very 
timely, and then soon began to cool and lose his former zeal 
and principles, and left off preaching, as his pastor, Mr. Lock' 
yer, did the church, to his brother George Cockain. He was 
afterwards sheriff and lord mayor in his turn ; was also of the 
committees for the sale of state lands, whereby he advanced his 
interest and revenue considerably ; out of zeal to the public, 
he offered the parliament to serve them ireely, as a conunis- 
Aoner of the customs, whereby he supplanted another, and 
planted himself in his room, and then, with the rest of his bre- 
thren, petitioned the committee of the navy for a salary, and 
had it ; notwithstanding he was so well rewarded for his pains, 
after he had pretended to serve them for nothing, yet, with his 
brother, colonel Harvy, and captain Langham, came off bluely 
in the end. He was of the little parliament, and helped 
to dissolve it ; one of the late parliament also. ' He hath, by 
degrees, sadly lost his principles, and forgotten the good old 
cause, and espoused and taken up another; being so very 
officious for the new court interest, and such a stickler for 
them, he is become a great favourite ; it is not hard to read his 
change, it being in so great letters. All things considered, he 
is, no question, fit to be called lord Ticbborn. 

Sir Francis Russel, knight baronet of the old sttoip, a 

gentleman of Cambridgeshire, of a considerable revenue. In 

the beginning of the wars was first for the king, then for the 

parliament, and a colonel of foot under the earl of Manchester ;' 
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a man, like William Sedgwick, high flown, but not tcrioiu or 
substantial in his principled ; he continued in his command till 
the new model, then took offence, and fell off or laid aside by 
them ; no great zealot in the cause, therefore not judged hcmest^ 
serious, or wise enough to be of the little parliament, yet waa 
of these latter parliaments : is also chumberlain of Chester, a% 
about $O0L per annum. He married his eldest daughter to 
Henry Cromwell, second son of the protector, theb colonel of 
horse, now lord deputy, so called, of Ireland ; anotiier to co-^ 
lonel Reynolds, a new knight, and general of the English anny 
in France, under cardinal Mazarine* since, with colonel Whitd 
and others, cast away coming from Mardike. There is no 
question but his principles are for kingship and the new court, 
being so greatly concerned therein ; wherefore it were great 
pity if he should not also be taken out of the house to be a 
lord of the other house, his son-in-law being so great a lord, 
and have a negative voice over Cambridgeshire, and all the 
people of these lands^ besides. 

Sir William Strickland, knight of the old stamp, a gen-< 
tleman of Yorkshire, and brother to Walter Strickland ; was 
of the parliament a long time, but hath now, it seems, forgotten 
the cause of fighting with, and cutting off the late king's head, 
and suppressing the lords, their house, and negative voice. He 
was of these latter parliaments, and of good compliance, no 
question, with the new court, and settling the protector a-neisr 
in all those things for which the king was cut off; wherefore 
he is fit, no doubt, to be taken out of the house and made a 
lord ; the rather, for that his younger brother, Walter, is so 
great a lord, and by whom, in all likelihood, he will be steered 
to use his negative voice in the other house over Yorkshire^ 
and the people of these lands, to the interest of the court- 

Sir Richard Onsloe, knight of the old stamp, a gentle^ 
man of Surrey, of good parts, and a considerable revenue ; he 
was of the long parliament, and with much ado, through his 
policy, steered his course between the two rocks of king and 
parliament, and weathered some sore storms. Was not his 
man taken in his company, by the guard of Southwark, with 
commissions of array in his pocket from the king, and acur« 
rilous songs against the roundheads ? Yet, by his interest, rode 
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it but tin colonel Pride came with his purge, then suffered 
loss, and came no more in play till about Worcester fight ; 
when, by the help of some friends in parliament, he was im* 
powered to raise, and lead as colonel, a regiment of Surrey men 
against the Scots and their king, but came too late .to fight, it 
being over* Being popular in Surrey, he was of the latter 
parliaments, is ftilly fi>r kingship, and was never otherwise, 
and stickled much among the seventy kinglings to that end ; 
and, seeing he cannot have young Charles, old Oliver will 
serve his turn,' so he have one ; so that he is very fit to be lord 
Onsloe, and to be taken out of the house, to have a negative 
voice in the other house over Surrey, if they please, and all 
the people of these lands besides, whether they please or not. 

Mr. John Fienae«^ son of the lord Say, and brother to 
commissioner Fiennes ; brought in, it is likely, for one upon 
his score, is, in a kind, such a one as they call a sectary, but 
no great stickler ; therefore, not being redeemed from the fear 
and favour of man, will, it is probable, follow his brother, who 
is, as it is thought, mtteh steered hy old subtlety, his father, that 
lies in*his den, as Thurhe by his Mr, St. John, and will say No 
with the rest, when any thing opposes the interest of the new 
court, their power, and greatness ; and may therefore pass for 
one to be a lord. 

Sir John Hubbard, knight baronet of the old stamp, a gen** 
tleman of Norfolk, of a considerable estate, part whereof came 
lately to him by the death of a kinsman ; he was of these 
latter parliaments, but not of the former ; had meddled very 
little, if at all, in throwing down Kingship, but hath stickled 
very much in helping to re>establish and build it up again ; 
and a great stickler among the late kinglings, who petitioned 
the protector to be king. His principles being so right for 
kingship and tyranny, he is in great favour at court, as well as 
Dick Ingoldsby, and, no question, deserves to be a lord. 

Sir Thomas Honywood, knight of the old stamp, a gentleman 
of Essex, of a considerable revenue ; he was a committee-man 
in the time of the long parliament, and also a military man, 
and led, as colonel, a regiment of Essex men to the fight at 
Worcester ; came in good time, and fought well against king, 
ship and tyranny in the house of the Stewarts ; was of the last 

B E S 
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parliament. He is not so wise as Solomon, or so substantial 
and thorough in his principles for righteousness and freedom, 
as Job, chap. xxix. but rather soft in his spirit, and too easy, 
like a nose of wax, to be turned on that side where the greatest 
strength is. Being therefore of so hopeful principles for the 
new court interest, and so likely to comply with their will 
and pleasure, no doubt need be made of his fitness to be 
a lord. 

Mr, Hampden, now lord Hampden, a young gentleman of 
Buckinghamshire, son of the late colonel Hampden, that noble 
patriot and defender of the rights and liberties of the English 
nation ; of &mous memory, never to be forgotten, for with- 
standing the king in the case of ship-money ; being also one 
of the five impeached members, which the said king endea- 
voured to have pulled out of the parliament, whereupon fol- 
lowed such feud, war, and shedding of blood. This young 
gentleman, Mr. Hampden, was the last of sixty-two, which 
were added singly by the protector, after the choice of sixty 
together ; it is very likely, that colonel Ingoldsby, or some 
other friend at court, got a cardinal's hat for him, thereby to 
settle and secure him to the interest of the new court, and 
wholly take him off from the thoughts of ever fbllowing his 
father's steps, or inheriting his noble virtues ; as likewise, that 
the honest men in Buckinghamshire, and all others that are 
lovers of freedom and justice, that cleaved so cordially to, 
and went so cheerfully along with his &ther in the beginning 
of the late war, might be out of all hopes of him, and give 
hjm over for lost to the good old cause, and inheriting hia 
father's noble spirit and principles, though^he doth his lands. 
He was of the latter parliament, and found right, saving in 
the design upon which he was made a lord after the rest, and 
the protector's pleasure. It is very hard to say how. fit he is 
to be a lord, and how well a negative voice over the good 
people of this land, and his father's friends in particular, will 
become the son of such a father, and how weU the aforesaid 
good people, now called sectaries, will like of it ; but, seeing it 
as it is, let him pass for one as fit to be taken out of the house^ 
with the rest, to have a negative voice, and let him exercise it 
in the other house, over the good people for a season. 
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PROCESSION, WITH CBRBHONT OF THE INVESTITDRE AKD IN- 
ST A LLATIOK OF HIS HIGHNESS OLIVER CROMWELL, AS BT 
THE PARLIAMENT APPOINTED TO BE PERFORMED IN WEST- 
MINSTER-HALL, ON JUNE 26, 1657, WRITTEN BY ME EDMUND 
PRESTWICK, OF THE CITT OF LONDON, AN EYE AND EAR- 
WITNESS TO ALL THAT PASSED ON THIS GLORIOUS OCCASION. 
NOW SET FORTH BY ME JOHN PRESTWICK, ESQ. 

In Westminster-hall, at the upper or south end thereof, there 
was built an ascent, whereon was placed the chair of Scotland, 
brought for this purpose out of Westminster-abbey, and here 
set under a prince-like canopy of state. Before his highness, 
and below him, was set a table covered with pink-coloured 
velvet of Genoa, fringed with fringe of gold. On this table, 
besides the Bible, sword and sceptre of the commonwealth, 
were pens, ink, paper, sand, wax, &c. &c. 

Before this table, on a chair, sat sir Thomas Widdrington^ 
the speaker to his highness and the parliament At some dis- 
tance were seats built scafibld-wise, like a theairum, where, on 
both sides, sat the members of his highness*s parliament, and 
below were places for the aldermen of London, and the like. 

After all things were thus ordered, the protector came forth 
out of the council-room adjoining to the lords' house, and in 
the order following proceeded into the hall : — 

First went his Highnesses gentlemen, two and twa 

A Herald. 
Aldermen of London, two and two. 

A Herald. 

Edmund Prideux, his Highness's Attorney- General. 

The Judges following of both Benches. 

John Glyn, Lord Chief-Justice. 

Peter Warburton and Richard Nudigate. 

Justices of the Upper Bench. 

E E 3 
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Barons of his Highnesses Exchequer. 

Robert Nicholas. 

John Parker. 

Roger Hill. 

Korroy King at Arms. 

Commissioners of the Treasury. 

Commissioners of the Great Seal of the Commonwealth, and 

ttieir officers, viz. 
Commissioner Nathaniel Lord Fiennes, carrying the Great 

Seal. 

Commissioner John Lord Lisle. 

William Lenthal, Master of the Rolls. 

Officers attending, viz, 
Hei^y Middleton, Serjeant at Arms. 
Mr. Brown and Mr. Dove. 
Garter King at Arms. 
Before the Protector came, first, 
Robert Earl of Warwick, with the Sword of the Common- 
wealth, bare-headed, on the right-hand ; and on 
the left, the Lord Mayor, Tichborn, carrying the 
sword of the city of London, bare-headed. 
His Highness, Oliver Cromwell, 
richly dressed, habited with a costly mantle of estate, lined 
with ermines, and girt with a sword of great value ; his 
Highness*s train supported by three Generals, bare- 
headed, and armed with drawn swords. 
Close to his highness followed the members or lords of the 
other house, t. e, house of lords, in order, two and two. 

In like manner, in order, two and two, were the members 
of the parliament, as knights of the counties, citizens of the 
cities, and burgesses of the boroughs and towns, and barons of 
the cinque ports, of the commonwealth of England, Scotland, 
and Ireland ; of which first came those of England, the county 
of Middlesex, and the northern counties leading the way ; as 
Yorkshire) Lancashire, Northumberland, and so in like manner. 
Besides these, were many persons of distinction, and no small 
number of Scotch and Irish nobles. 
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INSTALLATION OF HIS HIGHNESS. 

fhe protector, with loud acclamation, was enthroned, being 
seated in the chair of state ; on the left hand thereof stood the 
lord mayor* Tichborn, and the Dutch embassador ; the French 
embassador, and Robert earl of Warwick, on the right 

Behind the protector stood his son, lord Richard Cromwell ; 
Qiffleslord Fleetwood, lieutenant-genqral of the army; John 
lord Cleypole, master of the horse to his highness ; and the 
mrr conmlf of whom, as of the nobility, were the earl of 
Manchester, lord Wharton, and lord Mulgrave, the rest being 
-gfymuch their inferiors. Upon a lower descent stood the 
wd viscount Lisle, lords Montague and Whitlock, with drawn 



fiie heralds, in the name of his highness and the common- 
galth, comnianding silence ; then the speaker (sir Thomas 
Widdrington)» in the name of the parliament, presented to his 
, . jjggg^ Oliver Cromwell, a rich and costly robe of purple 
1 et. lined with ermines ; a Bible, ornamented with bosses 
A clasps richly gilt ; a rich and costly sword ; and a sceptre 

-jassy gold. At the delivery of these things, the speaker 

, short comment upon them, and on the ceremonies 
^ vbich he addressed to the protector, dividing them 
joto four parts, viz, 
u First, the robe of purple ; this is an emblem of magistracy, 

•fliports righteousness and justice. When you have put 



this vestment, I may say you are a gown-man. 
• fa nii»®^ colour, to show the mixture of justice and mercy. 
^ Aeed a magistrate must have two hands, plectentem et am» 
tfnietih ^ c^®'^*^ *nd to punish. 

« Second, the Bible, is a book that contains the Holy Scrip- 
•jj which you have the happiness to be well versed. 
^. jj^it of X^ife consists of two Testaments, the Old and 
The first shows Christum velatum,' the second, ChriS' 
effdat^"^* Christ veiled and revealed. It is a book of 
^ and doth contain both precepts and examples for good 
^rernment. J 

r rruirdf b^^® ^' ^ sceptre, not unlike a staff, for you to be a ^f 

the vreak and poor. It is of ancient y ii ■■ ii l i i ii MT 1 « — — i^^^B 
^^ BE 4. f /.r 
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It is said in Scripture, that * the sceptre shall not depart from 
Jtidah, nor a law-giver from between his feet, until Shilo come, 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be ' : I ! It was 
of the like use in other kingdoms. Homer, the Greek poet, 
calls kings and princes sceptre-bearers. 

^j Fourth, the last is a sword, not a military, but a civil 
sword. It is a sword rather of defence than offence ; not to 
defend yourself only, hut your people also. If I might pre- 
sume to fix a motto upon this sword, as the valiant lord Tal- 
bot had upon his, it should be thus, Ego sum Domini Protee" 
torts, ad protegendum Populum meum ; I am the lord protector's, 
to protect my people.** 

This comment or speech being ended, the speaker, sir Thomas 
Widdrington, took the Bible, and gave the protector his oath. 

After the administration of the oath, Mr. Manton, who for 
this purpose was appointed, made and delivered a prayer, 
wherein he recommended the protector, parliament, council, 
the forces by land and sea, government and people of the three 
nations, to the protection of God. Which being ended, the 
heralds, by loud sound of trumpet, proclaimed his highness, 
Oliver Cromwell, protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
and the dominions and territories thereunto belonging ; com* 
manding and requiring all persons to yield him due obedience 
Then did the trumpets again sound, and the people with loud 
shouts cried, ** Long live his highness 1 long live his highness ! 
long live his highness ! huzza, huzza, huzza ! '* 

Silence being commanded, and his highness being respect- 
fully saluted ; he rose from the chair of estate, and descending, 
proceeded as follows, himself leading tlr& way. 

The Protector ; 
His train carried up by the Lord Sherard, Warwick's ilephew, 

and Lord Roberts, his eldest son. 
After followed those who had before marched in the first of 

the procession ; the Protector and these returning in the 

same posture to the great gate or entrance of the 

Hall, without which was a state coach to 

receive his Highness. 

The protector being now seated in his coach; with him 
sitting opposite at one end, was Robert earl of Warwick, lord' 
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Richard Cromvell, his son, and Bulstrode lord Wbitlock, in 
one, and Philip lord viscount Lisle, and lord Montague, in the 
other boot, with swords drawn ; and the lord Cleypole, master 
of the horse, led a horse of honour in rich caparisons to White- 
halL The members, two and two, proceeded to the parlia- 
ment-house^ where they prorogued their sitting to the twentieth- 
of January. 

At night were great proclaimings of joy and gladness, both 
in London, Westminster, and the surrounding towns, villages, 
and hamlets. On this occasion, for his highness and the par- 
liament, were ensigns armorial of their power : which signs 
or tokens of honour were commanded to be engraven and cut 
on seals for the sealing and stamping all public writings. 

The great seal of the commonwealth was a large circle^ 
having thereon the protector bare-headed, mounted on mare- 
back, attired in a short coat or jacket of mail, over which waa 
a military sash, placed over his right shoulder and under his 
left arm, tied behind ; pendent to his left: side, a large and 
broad sword, his right hand grasping the head of a truncheon, 
which he holds before him, one end resting on the pommel of 
the saddle, bis left hand holding the bridle. Behind, on the 
space on the sinister side, and near the top, was a civic shield, 
with four quarters ; the first and fourth, with the cross of St* 
George for England ; 2d, the saltier or cross of St. Andrew for 
Scotland ; and third, the harp of king David for Ireland. On 
the margin of this side the seal, these words, Olwarivs, Deu 
Gra. Rnp- Anglic. Scotia, et ffibemia, S^c, Protector* On the 
other side of the -foroad seal, the like arms as that for proclam- 
ations, as before described, only with this difference, the mant<< 
ling lamberquin'd with four doublings or folds : on the margin 
of this side, Magnvm, SigiUvm, JReipvh, AngUa, Scotia, et Ht" 
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*HB DEATH, rOVEtLAh OILDEB, AND PROCESSION, OF HIS HIGHNESS 
THE MOST SERENE AND MOST ILLUSTRIOUS OLIVER CROMWELL, 
LATE LORD PROTECTOR OF THE COMMONWEALTH OF KNG« 
LAND, SCOTLAND, AND IRELAND, AND THE DOMINIONS AND 
TERRITORIES TUEREUNTO BELONGING. THE WHOLE OF THIS 
PAITHFULLf COPIED PROM THE MS. OF THE RET. JOHN 
PRESTWICH, FELLOW OF ALL SOULS* COLLEGE, OXFORD. 



His highness*s first illness was at Hampton Court, where 
he sickened of a bastard tertian, of which he grew very ill, in- 
somuch, that after a week*s time his disease began to show 
very desperate symptoms; whereupon he was removed to 
Whitehall, Westminster, near London, where his chaplains, 
aqd others of his family, kept private meetings and fastings 
for his recovery. Continuing in this condition, his highness 
died on Friday, the third of September, at three of the clock in 
the afternoon, in the year of our Lord one thousand six hun- 
dred and fifty-eight. His body, presently afte^^ hb expiration, 
was washed and laid out ; and being opened, was embalmed, 
and wrapped in a sere cloth six double, and put into an inner 
sheet of lead, inclosed in an elegant coffin of the choicest 
wood. Owing to the disease he died of^ which, by the by, ap- 
peared to be that of poison, his body, although thus bound up 
and laid in the coffin, swelled and bursted, from whence came 
such filth, that raised such a deadly and noisome stiiik, that it 
was found prudent to bury him immediately, which was done 
in as private a manner as possible. For the solemnisation of 
the funeral, no less than the sum of sixty thousand pounds 
was allotted to defray the expense. 

The corpse being thus quickly buried, by reason of the 
great stench thereof, a rich coffin of state was, on the 26th of 
September, about ten at night, privately removed from White- 
hall, in a mourning hearse, attended by his domestic servants, 
to Somerset House, in the Strand, where it remained in pri- 
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Tate for some days, till all things were prepared for public 
▼iew ; which being accomplished, the effigies of his highness 
tna, with great state and magnificence, exposed openly, mul- 
titudes daily crowding to see this glorious, but mournful sight, 
Which appeared in the order following. 

rUKElUkL ORDER. 

First, The first room where the spectators entered, was 
wholly hung and covered with black ; and at the upper end of 
this room was placed a cloth and chair of state. 

In the like manner of the first room were two others ; name- 
ly, the second and third, all having funeral escutcheons very 
thick upon the walls ; and guards of partisans were placed in 
each room for people to pass through. 

Tlie fourth room was completely hung with black velvet, 
the ceiling being of the same. Here lay the effigy of his high- 
ness, with a large canopy of black velvet fringed, which hung 
over it. The effigy was of wax, fashioned like the protector, 
and placed lying upon its back ; it was apparelled in a rich 
and costly suit of velvet, robed in a little robe of purple velvet, 
laced with a rich gold lace, furred with ermine. Upon the 
kirtle was a large robe of purple velvet, laced and furred as the 
former, with strings and tassels of gold. The kirtle was girt 
with a rich embroidered belt, wherein was a sword richly gilt, 
^d hatched with gold, which hung by the side of this effigy. 
£q the right-hand was a sceptre ; in the left, a globe. Upon 
his head was placed a purple velvet cap, furred with ermines 
Mjitable to the robes. Behind the head was placed a rich chair 
of tissued gold, whereon was placed an imperial crown, which 
fflV hi^^^y ^^^^ ^^® people might behold it. 

BCD OF STATE. 

jf^Q l)ed of State whereon he lay, was covered with a large 

11 o( bl^^^ velvet, under which was a Holland sheet, borne 

P . gix stools covered with cloth of gold. About the bed 

^P nlaced a complete suit of arms ; and at the feet of the 

^^ stood ^^ crest. This bed had fixed about it an ascent 

^gy _,jg. A little from thence stood eight silver candle- 
pf two swJi' 
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sticks, about five foot high, with white wax ta^ien standing ill 
them, of three foot long. All these things were environed 
with rails and balusters, four square, covered with velvet ; at 
each .corner whereof, there was erected an upright pillar ; 
which bore on their tops, lions and dragons, who held in their 
paws streamers crowned. On both sides of the bed were set 
up in sockets, four great standards of the protector's arms, 
with banners and banrols in war, painted upon taffety. About 
the bed stood men in mourning, holding in their hands black 
wands, and also standing bare-headed ; and without the rails 
stood others, in like manner, whose office it was to receive 
people in, and turn them out again. 

When this public wake or funeral had been kept for many 
weeks together, so that all strangers, &c. had seen it fully, 
then did the following change take place,' and the whole scene 
became altered. The effigies being removed into another in- 
ner room, it was there set up, placed upon an ascent, under a 
cloth of state, being vested as it was before lying ; only now 
his purple velvet was changed for a crown. In the same man- 
ner (as formerly) were men waiting upon him bare-headed. 
In this manner he continued until the twenty-third of No- 
vember, which day was appointed to carry him with all solemn 
nity to Westminster Abbey. 

THE FUNERAL PROCESSION. 

This great funeral was performed with very great majesty, 
in this manner following. All things being in readiness, the 
waxen effigies of the Protector, with a crown on his head, a 
sword by his side, a globe and sceptre in his hands, was taken 
down from his standings, and laid in an open chariot, covered 
all over with black velvet. The streets, from Somerset House 
to Westminster Abbey, were guarded by soldiers, placed with- 
out a railing, and clad in new red coats, with black buttons, 
with their ensigns wrapped in cypress. These made a lane, to 
keep off spectators from crowding the procession. 

The PaocxEDiNa to the Funeral of the most noble and puis- 
sant Oliver, Lord Protector of the Commonwealth of England, 
Scotland, and Ireland, and the dominions and territories there-^ 
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itnto belonging, from Somerset House in the Strand, unto the 
Abbey Church of Westminster^ on Thursday, the 23d of l^o- 
Tember, 1658. 
Colonel Biscoe, Knight Marshall, on horseback, with his black 

truncheon, tipped at both ends with gold. 
Richard Gerald, Deputy Marshall, on horseback, with his black 

truncheon, tipped with silver. 
Marshall's men, 13, on horseback, with the Knight Marshall. 
Two conductors of the poor men of Westminster, with black 
staves. Poor men of Westminster, two and two, in mourning 

goivns and hoods. 

Two conductors more, with black staves. 

Poor men in gowns, two and two, in number 82. 

Two conductors more, with black staves, in cloaks. 

Servants to Gentlemen, Esquires, Knights, Baronets, two 

and two. 
Two porters of the gate, with their staves. 
Six drums, with the arms of Ireland. 
Six trumpets, with banners of Ireland. 
The Standard of Ireland, borne by Colonel Le Hunt and 
Major Crook e, close mourners. 
One^n a cloak, to bear up the train of the standards 
j^ horse, covered with black cloth, adorned with plumes, and 
garnished with a cheveron, and escutcheons of the same, led by 
]iff. Tenant, equerry, in a cloak ; and a groom in a coat, to 
attend and lead away the horse. 
Inferior servants. 
The bo*''^^^^^^ kitchen, 8; his Highnesses kitchen, 7; hall- 
place, 5 ; Bcullery, 1. 
1>^i>. keepers. James's Park. Committee of the Army, 
jjiittee of the Admiralty. The Compting-liouse. Under- 
ers ^^ P<^r^8» 2 ; watermen, 28 ; Richard Nutt, Master of 
* Barge ; fire-makers, 5 ; pastry, 2 ; larder, 2 ; pantry, 1 ; 
rv 5 9 ff^^^^ beer-cellar, 1 ; wine cellar, 1 ; privy cellar, 
^ ,gtjQUse» 4; porters, 2; ale-brewers; cooper; under- 
^f ^ the chamber, 5; inferior waiters at the cofferer's 

gt^ . ^ . inferior waiters at the comptroller's table, 3. 
ji-iiOOfi, with escutcheons of the arms of Scotland. 
, 'I**'®^ <rbree trumpets, with banners of the same. 



450 BRITISH STATEflMBN. 

The Standard of Scotland, borne by Major DavbordoA rad 

M^jor Babington. Assistant close mourners. 

One in a cloak, to bear up the train of the standard. 

A horse, covered with black cloth, adorned with plumes, 

and garnished with a eheveron, and escutcheons of the same, 

led by Mr. Bergawny, an equerry, in a cloak, and a groom ia 

a coat, to attend, &c. 

Inferior officers of the Lord Mayor, 70. 

Marshal's men, 6. 

Servants relating to the Surveyor's Office, 12. 

Servants in his Highness's wardrobe, 4. 

Three drums, with escutcheons of the standard of the Dragon. 

Three trumpets, with banners of the same. 

The Standard of the Dragon, borne by Colonel Goodrick; and 

Major Cambridge, assistant. Close mourners. 

One in a cloak, to bear the train of the standard. 

A horse, covered with black doth, adorned with plumes, and 

garnished with a cheveroo, and escutcheons of the same, led by 

Mr. Wilcocks ; an equerry in a cloak, and a groom in a coat, 

to attend, &c. 
Officers of better sort Scullery, S ; larder, 1 ; hall-place, 
2 ; deputy-sewer, 1 ; kitchen, 1 ; slaughterhouse, 1 ; spicery, 
1 ; cellar, 1 ; ale-brewers, 2 ; falconers, 2 ; huntsman ; key- 
keeper ; gardeners, 3 ; park-keepers, 8 ; bird-keeper ; chapel- 
keepers, 4. 
Messengers of the Committee of the Army, 4 ; of the Com- 
mittee of the Admiralty, 2. 
Keepers of the Council Chamber and Privy lodgings, 5 ; Mes- 
sengers of the Council Chamber, 15. 
Seijeant Dendy's men, S ; Grooms of the Chamber, 7 ; wait- 
ers on the cofferer's table, 2; chafe .wax and sealer of the 
Chancery, 2 ; tally-cutter ; usher of the hall ; usher of the 
council-chamber ; butler to the comptroller. 
Household kitchen, 3 cooks; his Highness's kitchen, I cook ; 
gunsmith, shoemaker, hatter, tailor, upholsterer, measurers o 
cloth, S ; master-carpenter, master-joiner, master-carver, mas- 
ter-mason. 
Three drums, with escutcheons of the standard of England. 
Three trumpets, with banners oi the same. 
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The Standard of the Lion of England, borne by M^jor Creed 

and Major Grove; close mourners. 

One in a cloak, to bear up the train of the Standard. 

A horse, covered with black cloth, adorned wiih plumes, 

garnished with a cheveron, and escutcheons of the sam^ led 

by Mr. Wallen, equerry, in a cloak, and a groom in a coat, 

• to attend, &e. 

Gentlemen, attendants on public ministers. 

Barons', Viscounts*, Earls*, servants. 

Gentlemen, attendants upon Ambassadors. 

Clerks in the Surveyor's office, 2 ; the wardrobe, 2. 

Uoder-clerks to the Commissioners of the Admiralty, 2. 

Clerk of the accounts of the Army. 

Clerk for the affidrs of the Ordnance. 

Clerk of the Commissioners of the Navy. 

Clerk to the Committee of the Army. 

Mr. Malin*s Clerks, 2. 

Clerks under the Clerks of the Council, 10. 

Cash- keeper. 

Printers, Mr. Henry Hill, Mr. John Field. 

Gentlemen, that wait at the comptroller's table. 

Officers of the Lord Mayor, in gowns. 

Young men, 6 ; Yeomen of the water-side, 4 ; Serjeants of 

the chamber, 3 ; carvers, S ; Esquires, belonging to the Lord 

jlilayor, 4 ; water-bailiff; common crier ; common hunt ; sword- 

beareV. 

Three drums, with escutcheons c^the Guidon. 

Three trumj^ets, with banners of the same. 

Xbe Guidon, borne by Major Knight and Sir John Black- 

amore. 

J^ horse, covered with black velvet; adorned with plumes, 

and garnished with a cheveron, and escutcheons of the sam^ 

led ^y ^^' ^^S Ai'd ^^* Nelson, two equerries, in cloaks, and 

one groom in a coat, to attend, &e. 

fj^e poor knights of Windsor, Mr. Richard Pratt, Cap- 

'^ panshaw, Cornet Stephens, Captain Beale, Lieutenant 

ff rlt^'» Cornet Olmer, Lieutenant Mayns, Major Wallinger, 

r ' utei^'^^ Bankes, Mr. Grosvenor, Captain Roe, Colonel 

ir rlfC^ ^'' ^*y' Captain Cooper, Major Leventhorp, Sir 
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David Hatfield, Captain Burges, Mr. Gary, Colonel Whitch- 

cott. 

Two lads brought up to music. 

Musicians. Mr. John Rogers, Mr. Hiomas Mallard, Mr. 

William Howe, Mr. David Mell, Mr. Thomas Blagrave, Mr. 

rWilliam Gr^ory, Mr. Richard Hudson, Mr. Hinckston, 

Master of the Music. 
Apothecaries. Mr. Webb, Mr. Phelps, Mr. William Bag- 
hurst. 
Chirurgeons. Mr. Fothergail, Mr. Trapham, Mr. Harris. 

Her Highnesses butler. 
His Highnesses butler. 
Pantry, 2 ; great beer cellar, 1 ; privy cellar, 1 ; scullery, 1 ; 
woodyard, 2 ; pastry, 2 ; caterer, 1 ; bakehouse, 2 ; larder, 3 ; 

slaughterhouse, 1. 

Three drums, with escutcheons of the White Lion. 

Three trumpets, with banners of the same. 

The Banner of the Lion, borne by Colonel Pretty and Colonel 

Gibbon. 
A horse, covered with black velvet, adorned with plumes, 
and garnished with a ch'everon and escutcheons of the same, 
led by two equerries in cloaks, and a groom in a coat, to 

attend, &c. 

Surveyor of Westminster Abbey. 

Head Bailiff of Westminster, Mr. Jenkin, 

Merchant for timber to his Highness. 

Clerk of the surveys. 

Assistant to the keeper of the wardrobe. 

Mewes-keeper. 

Clerks of the stables, the aviary, the spicery, wine-cellar. 

Purveyor of wine. 

Clerks of the household kitchen. His Highness*s kitchen, 2. 

Master of Westminster School, Mr. Busby. 

Usher of the Exchequer, Mr. Bowyer. 

Deputy Chamberlain of the Exchequer. 

Mr. Edward Falconbridge and Mr. Scipio Le Squire. 

Clerk for approbation of Ministers, Mr. John Nye, Jun. 

Solicitor of the Admiralty, Mr. Dorislaus. 

Solicitor of the Treasury, Mr. William Swan. 
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Sccvetary of the Army, Captain Kingikm. 

Seeretary to the General at sea> Mr, Richard Creed. 

Secretary to the Conumsaionen of the Admiralty, Mr. Black*- 

borne. 
Marshall of the Admiralty, Solomon Smith. 
His Higbness's Ftoetor in the Admiralty Court, Mr. Darid 

Bud* 
Seeretny to the Lords Commissioners of the Tifeasury, Mr. 

Sherwin. 
Secretary to the Lords Keepers, Mr. DoTe^ 
Register of the Admiralty, Mr. Rusbwertfaw 
. Masters Shipwrights, Mr. John Taylor, Mr. Christopher Pett, 

Mr. Tippett. . 
Masters* Attendants, Mr. Thomas Scott, Mr. Charles ThonK 

good, Mr. William Badley, Mr. Thomas Arkonstall. 

Officers of the Ordnance, Mr. Billev^ Major Browne, Mr. 

Lewis Audley, Mr. John Faulkner, Mr. WoUaston, Mr. 

Ellas Palmer. 

Officers of the Mint, Mr. Thomas Symond, chief graver ; 

Mr. James Hoar, clerk for his Highness ; Mr.^ John Rey-^ 

mdds, under assay master ; Mr> Thomas Bireh, weigher and 

teller ; Mr. Richard Pitt, surveyor and clerk of the irons ; 

Mr. Samuel Bartlett, assay master ; Mr, Thomas Bcumardiston, 

comptroller ; Dr. Aaron Grurdon, master of the Mint. 

Clerk of the papers, Mr» Ambrose Randcdph. 

Surveyor of the works, Mr. £mbree. 

Keeper of the wardrobe at Whitehall, M. Clement Kinnersley. 

The Post-house, Mr. Clarke. 

Tellers of the Exchequer, Mr. Nicholas Bragg, Mr. George 

Downing, Mr. Christopher Lyster, Mr. John Stone^ 

Auditors of the revenue of his Highness*s Exchequer, Mr. 

William Hill, Mr. Augustin Wingfield, Mr. Henry Broad, 

M r. John Brokett, Mr. John Edwards, Mr. Richard Sadler. 

Auditor of the impress, Mr. Bartholomew Beale. 
Counsel attending the Lords Commisnoners o£ the Treasury, 

Mr. Brereton, Mr. Maaby. 

Three drums, with escutcheons of the arms of the Union. 

Three trumpets, with banners of the same. 

rj^e Banner of Union, bocne by Colonel GrosTenor and Colonel 

Ashfield. 
rou VU. F F 
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A horse, covered with black velvet, adorned with plumes, 
and garnished with a cheveron and escutcheons of the same, 
led by two equerries in cloaks, and a groom in a coat, tot 

attend, &c. 
Officers of the Fleet. Captains Ming, Newburg, Nixon, 
Howard, Earning, Robert Sanders^ Eustace Smith* Robert, 
Blague, Whithome Whetstone, Tittman, Blague, Witheridge, 
Poole, John Copping, Lambert, Anthony Young, Harman«. 
Clarke, Cuttavie. Judge Advocate Fowler> Sir Richard Stainer, 

Captain Stoaks. 
Officers of the Army^ Mr. Nathaniel Eldred, commissary of 
provisions in Scotland ; Mr. Simon White, apothecary ; Mr^ 
Rossington, chirurgeon ; Mr. Samuel Barron, physician in 
Scotland; Mr. Knight, commissary of ammunition; Mr.. 
Thomas Margetts, deputy advocate ; Mr. Malin, chief secre- 
tary to the army.. 
Captains of horse and foot. Captains Henry Creer, Henry 

Creer, Jun. 
Commissioners for regulation of the excise, Mr. Adam Bains, 

Mr« Price, Mr. Bockett, Mr. John Stone. 
^ Committee of the navy, Mr. Henry Hatsell, Mr. George 
Paler, Mr. Peter Pett, Major Nathaniel Bourne, Mr. Richard, 
Hutchenson, Mr. Wright, Mr. Willoughby, M^or Robert 

Thomson. 
Commissioners of the army, Mr. John Phillips, Mr. John 
Hildesley, Mr. Gervais Bennett, Mr. Richard Lucy. 
Mr. Pierce, Lecturer of Margaret's. 
Mr. Sangar, Minister of Martin's. 
Ministers of Westminster, Mr. John Rowe, Mr. Seth Wood. 
Cqmmissioners for approbation of public preachers, Mr. 
Holbeach, Mr. John Turner, Mr. Daniel Dyke, Mr. Samuel 
Fairclough, Mr. John Tombes, Mr. Samuel Slater, Mr. Wil- 
liam Greenhill, Mr. Joseph Caryl, Mr. William Jessey, Mr*. 
George Griffith, Mr. Thomas Valentine, Mr. Walter Cradock, 
Mr. William Cooper, Mr. Thomas Manton, Mr. Phillip Ny«, 
Mr. ThankfuU Qwen, Dr. Horton, Dr. Arrowsmith, Dr. 

Thomas Goodwin, Dr. Tuckney, Dr. John Owen. 
Chaplams at Whitehall, Mr. White, Mr. Sterry, Mr. Hooke, 
. MXx Jlowe, Mr. Lockyer, Mr. J^eters. 
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Three drams, with escutcheons of the arms of Ireland. 
Three trumpets, with banners of the same. 
Hie Banner of Ireland, borne by Colonel Clarke and Colonel 

Salmon. 
A boTse, covered with black velvet, adorned ^rith plumes, 
and garnished with a cheveron and escutcheons of the same, 
led by two equerries, Mr. Thompson, Mr. Ireland, in cloaks, 
' and a groom in a coat, to attend, &c. 

Treasurer of the contingencies, Mr. Gaulter Frost. 
Council's solicitor, Mr. Beck. 
Secretaries of the French and Latin tongues, Mr. Dradon, 
Mr. Marvel, Mr. Sterry, Mr. John Milton, Mr. Hartlibbe, 

Sen. 
Clerks of the signet> Mr. Samuel Moreland, Mr. jTamet 

Nutley. 

Clerks of the Privy -seal, Mr. Richard Whitehead, 

Mr. Miles Fleetwood. 

Clerk of the Council, Mr. Jessop. 

Clerk of the House of Commons, Mr. Smith. 

Clerk of the House of Lords, Mr. Scobell. 

Clerk of the Commonwealth, formerly Clerk of the Crown, 

Mr. Nathaniel Taylor. . 
His Highness*s gentlemen, 
MajoKf John Chamberlain, William Farley, Kathaniel 
'Cadwell, John Hill, Eaton, Robert Swallow, Holmes, Creed, 
]fohn Pittman, Nicholas Andrews, John Grime, Peter Crisp, 
Abraham Holmes, Cranfield, Greenleaf, Elleatson. 
Lieutenant-colonels, John Miller, Richard Mope, Henry 
Flower, William Stile, Francis Allen, Dennis Pepper, William 
Vougb, John Pierson, John Needier, Stevenson, John Clftw- 
berry, Arthur Young, Clement Keen. 
A4jutant-general for Scotland, Jeremiah Smith. 
Adjutants-general for England, Captain John Melthorpe, 

Major George Sedasene. 
J}octors of Physic, Dr. Clarke, Dr. Goddard, Dr. Pfujean, 
Dr. Simcotts, Dr. Bates, Dr. Glisson, Dr. Bathurst. 

Advocate-general for Ireland, Dr. Cartwright. 
' His Highness's advocate. Dr. Walter Walker. 
Clerk comptroller, Mr. Ewer. 
F F S 
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Clerk of the green cloth, Mr. BatriDgton. 
Steward of the lands, Mr. Waterbouse. 
Cofferer, Mr. Maidstone. 
Head officers of the Army. Lieutenant-colonel Elton, of 

foot, to the Lord General. Treasurers of the Army, Captains 
Blackwell, Dean, Colonels Smith, Barry, Bridges, Bogers^ 
William Mitchell, Fitch ; Dr. William Staines, Conmiissary- 

general of musters. 
Chief officers of the Fleet. Rear-admiral Bourne, A^ce-admiral 

Goodson. 

Knights Bachelors. 

Three drums, with escutcheons of the aroos of Scotland. 

Three trumpets, with banners of the same. 
The Banner of Scotland, borne by Lord Berry and Lord 

Cooper. 
A horse, covered with black velvet, adorned with plumes^ 
and garnished with a cheveron and escutcheons of the same, 
led by two equerrie?, in cloaks, and a groom in a coat, to 

attend, &c. 

The chief Officers and Aldermen of London. Solicitor,. 

Auditor, Remembrancer, Comptroller, Town Clerk, Conmion- 

Seijeant, Chamberlain, Judge of the Sheriff's Court, Recorder^ 

Sir Lislebone Long ; Aldermen, 20. 

Attorney-general of South Wales, Mr. Jones. 

Judges of South and North Wales. Mr. Corbett, Mr. 

Hagatt, Mr. Bulstrode, Mr. Foxwist, Mr. Hoskins, Serjeant 

Seys, Serjeant Barnard. 

Masters of the Chancery, 9. 

Mr. Fell, Mr. Bradshaw, Major*- General Jephson. 

His Highnesses learned Counsel. Attorney of the Duchy^ 

Mr. Nicholas Iicchmere ; Solicitor- General, Sir William 

Ellis; Attorney- General, Sir Edmund Prideaux; His High- 

ness*s Serjeants, Serjeant Maynard, Serjeant Earle. 

Judges of the Admiralty. Colonel Charles George Cock, 

Dr. Godolphin. 
Masters of Requests : Mr. Francis Bacon, Mr. Nathaniel 

Bacon. 
Gentlemen of the Bedpchamber : Mr. Charles Harvey, Mr.. 

Underwood. 



Master of the Ceremonies, Sir Oliver Fleming. 

Chief Justioe of Chester, Lord Bradshaw. 

Barons of the Exchequer : Richard Tomlins, John Parker, 

Roger Hill, Edmund Nicholas. 

Judges of both Benches : Hugh Wyndham, Ediward Atkins, 

Peter Warburton, Matthew Hale, Richard Newdigate. 

Lord Chief Baron, Sir Thomas Widdrington. 

Lord Major of London, Sir John Ireton. 

Four drums, witli escutcheons of the banner of England. 

Four trumpets, with banners of the same. 

The bopner of England, borne by Lords Tcnnlinson and 

Hewson. 
A horse, covered with black velvet, adorned with plumes, 
and garnished with a tfheveron and escutcheons of the same, 
led by two equerries in doaks, and a gioom to attend, &c. 
Relations: Lord Dun<^, Sir Robert Pye, jun., Thomas 
Bouchier, John Bouohier, Esquires, John Duncb, Esq., Cap- 
tun Fox, Tliomas Cromwell, Esq., Captain Whetstone, Mr. 
Philip Loo, Mr. Edward Fleming, Mr. Edward Hooper, Mr. 
Edmund Phillips, Mr. Hampden, Mr. Thomas Cromwell, 
Mr. Hughes, Captain Hierome Ingoldsby, Captain Ingoldsby, 
Mr. John Whalley, Mr. Henry Whalley, Mi^ Horseman. 
Public ministers of fordign states, commonwealths, 

princes, and kings. 

The BUck Rod. 

Colonel WDlougfaby, Gentlemen Usher of the House of Peers, 

in a doak, with an usher on his right hand, bare-headed. 
Mr. Secretary Thurloe, one of his Highness's Privy Council. 

Peers. 
William Lord Goffe, Ednrand Lord^ Thomas, John Lord 
Hughson, John Lord Barkstead, Robert liord Tlchbome, 
Christopher Lord Packe, Archibald Lord Johnson, William 
Lord Roberts, Thomas Lord Honeywood, William Lord 
Lockhart, Alexander Lord Popham, William Lord Strickland, 
Richard Lord Onslow, Sir Arthur Haderigge, Phillip Lord 
Jones, Comptroller of his Highness's Household, Francis Lord 
Rouse, Phillip Lord Skippon, Charles Lord Wolseley, Wil- 
liam Steel, Lord Chamberlain of Ireland, William Lord Xien- 
thall, Master of the RoUs» John Lord Glynne„ Chief Justice 
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of the Upper Bench, George Monke, General in Scotland, 
Edward Lord Montague, Lord John Disbrowe, Roger Lord 
.Broghill, George Lord Sure, William Lord Viscount Say 
and Seale, Earl of Cassilis, Edward Earl of Manchester, 
.Henry Lord Lawrence, President of the Council : all their 

trains borne. 
The Seal-bearer, supported by a Gentleman Usher, bare- 
headed, and a Serjeant-at-Arms, Serjeant Middleton. 
The Lords Commissioners of the Great Seal, John Lord 
Lisle, Nathaniel Lord Fiennes : trains borne. 
Ambassadors of Foreign States, Princes, and Kings. 
Six drums, with escutcheons of the Commonwealth of Eng- 
land, Scotland, and Ireland, &c. 
Six trumpets, with banners of the same. 
Serjeants-at-Arms, Birkhead,^ Dendy. 
Rouge Dragon, Poursuivant-at-Arms. 
The great banner, borne by John Lord Fiennes, Francis 
Lord Russel, George Lord Fleetwood, close mourners : their 

trains borne. 

Cheval de Deuil, 

or the Chief Horse of Mourning, covered with black velvet, 

adorned with plumes, and garnished with a cheveron of the 

same, led by two equerries, in cloaks, and a groom in a coat, 

to attend, &Ct 
Helm and crest, spurs, Lancaster. GaunfAet, York. Target, 

Somerset. Sword, Norroy King of Arms. 
Coat of Arms. Clareneieux King of Arms, supported on 

each side by a Gentleman Usher, bare-headed. 
The Lord Chamberl^n, in close mourning, with his Staff: 

his train borne. 
Gent. 
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Charles Lord Fleetwood, chief mourner. 
Philip Lord Viscount Lisle, Lord Viscount Faulconberg, 
supporters to the Chief Mourner, their trains borne. Chief 
Mourner's train borne by Luke Skippon, Fiennes, Samuel 
Disbrowe, James Disbrowe, Gilbert Pickering, Esquires. 
Assistants to the Chief Mourner, fourteen in number. 
Horse of Honour, ornamented in very rich trappings, em- 
broidered on crimson velvet, and adorned with white, red, and 
yellow plumes, led by the Master of the Horse ; Equerries 

and Grooms to attend. 

The Guard of Halberdiers, ^wo and two. 

Gentlemen Porters of the Tower, Warders of the Tower. 

The effigies in this manner being brought to the west gate 
of the .Abbey Church of Westminster, it was taken from the 
chariot by ten gentlemen, who carried it to the east end of the 
church, and thefe placed with the wax effigies of the Pro- 
tector, in a most magnificent structure, built in the same form 
as one before had been on the like occasion for King James, 
but much more stately and expensive, as the expenses attend- 
ing thefpneral amounted to upwards of sixty thousand pounds. 

This funeral procession was the last ceremony of honour to 
the most serene and most illustrious Oliver Cbokwell, Lord 
Protector of the Commonwealth of England, Scotland, and 
Ireland, and the Dominions thereunto belonging ; to whom 
less could not be performed, to the memory of him to whom 
posterity will pay (when Envy is laid asleep by Time) more 
honour than I am able to express. But, alas ! how true are 
the words of the wise king, ** Vanity of vanities, all is vanity ; 
seeing that, after all this funeral pomp and grandeur, his dead 
body was lastly, by the council of these men whom his power 
had raised to greatness; I say, by their council to Charles the 
Second, he was taken out of his grave, and hanged for a 
traitor. O tempora t O moret I 

JoHK Presttwich, F.A.S.C. Oxford, 
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INSCRIPTION OVER THE BED OF STATE. 



Oliver C&ohwell, 

Lord Protector of England, Scotland, and Ireland ; 

Bom at Huntingdon, 

Of the name .of Williamfi, of Glamorgan, and by 

King Henry VIII. ^hanged into Cromwell ; 

Was educated in Cambridge, afterwards of Lincoln's 

Inn. 
At the beginning of the wars. Captain of a Troop of 

Horse, raised at his own charge ; 
And by the Parliament, made Conuxiander^in- Chief. 

He reduced Ireland and South Wales, 
Oyerthsew Duke Hamilton's army, the Kill's army; 

at Dunbar; 

Reduced all Scotland ; 

Defeated Charles Stuart's army at Worcester. 

He had two sons. 

Lard Richard, Protector in his father's room) 

Lord Henry, now Lord Deputy of Ireland ; 

And four daughters. 

Lady Bridget, first married Lord Ireton, afterwards, 

Lieutenant- General Fleetwood; 

Lady Elizabeth, married Lord Cleypole; 

Lady Mary, married Lord Viscount Fauconberg ; 

Lady Frances, married the Honourable Robert Rich, 

Grandchild to the Right Honourable the Earl of Warwick. 

He was declared Lord Protector of England, 

Scotland, and Ireland, Dec. 16. 1653 ; 

Died September 3. 1658, after fourteen days* sickness, of 

An ague, with great assurance and serenity of mind. 

Peaceably in his bed. 

Natus April 15. 1599* 
Dunkirk, in Flanders, surrendered to him, June SO. 

1658. 



THE END* 
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J5y the same Writer, 



A SERIES OF MEMOIRS 

OP 

THE STATESMEN OJ THE ENGLISH COMliONWEALTH, 



CoMMBNciNO with the origin of the popular ftrugi^e ia the reign of J«mM 
I., and closing st the Restoration. With original povtmitB of Eliot, Fym^ 
Hampden, Cromwell ; and an hittorieal scene, srfter a piettite by Catler* 
mole. Comprised in the second, third, fonrttk, rixth^ and seventh yohnnei 
of the Lives of Emment British Statesmen, in Dr. Lardner** CaUnct C7. 
clopaecBa. 

** Tliis chain of biographies may be considered as oonstitutiDfl^ a eoBB^lete 
narrative of the most extraordinary and eventftal pceiad ia the history, ci 
Enghind, a period when the spirit of liberty was a* its beigiit, and when 
its mterests were condneted (to use the wocds of Bishep WariNUteo 
quoted by our author,) « by a set of the greatest geninseB for gavenmeni 
that the woild ever saw embarlced together in one eommotteaiise.* . . . 
We regard them as adcfitions of the very highest valne to wbal we mxf 
tern our political literature They eontain a great dad of novd,.euri>Dus, 
and hnporttnt information relative both to persons and events. While it 
is obvious that no painl^ve been spared in the consultation of autheritiea 
and collection of materials, the author has avoided the too eommon fkult 
of surcharging his pages with those minute detaUs and discussiont which 
distract the attention of the reader, like a crowd of subordinate figures in a 
picture, ftom the principal obiect ; forming a vast mass of particulars about 
the subject of the biography, without efibeting the grand end of leaving 
upon the mind a distinct impress of the man lumsd£ We hare seldom 
seen the important line that separates the province of the biographer firora 
the domain of the historian drawn and observed with so much judgment 
and success as in the work before us. The style is easy, clear, vigorous, 
and flexible ; we have nowhere met the startling and almost romantic 
incidents of the civil wars sketched with a bolder hand, or more vividly 
but correctly coloured. The genius of an age when the statesman was a 
soldier, and the soldier a divine, necessarily hurries the biographer of its 
leading characters ttom the senate to the fidd, and fh>m the field to the 
pulpit, involving him idtemately in wariike operations, political discussions, 
and theological controversies j no subject can possibly put the resources 
and compass of an author's style to a severer test It is probably to this 
that we are to attribute the remarkable circumstance that our literature 
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lote erenU, Ihe men who tn fBct copitiCuted ' tbe age,' uid 
tfmonb^Bt whUe tbey tbeouelva were for^ttcn. We know 
bloiraphithUhMdonetliiiKmea It plicei the flgum o( 



gnpfar. except Chow bj IbU writer. Ihat comlune with the 
aen of putpoee and eloquence of nuoner, the luDB unwearied 
learcb and original atom of tliought and Lntell^nce. We 



d( deicriplion lariihcil on thli work, would hafe been witlmut 
lilhoiU theie, on Ihe other hand, the ■uthor'i uudioui houia 
d iupuicri[ita,iettenaDjthingbut intelli. 
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ag parliament, and, eapedallT, «i 



the memory of Sir John Eliot, has led Mr. Forster to a doser examination 
of the history of these great men than had been hitherto bestowed upon it ; 
and the series of memoirs which he has published is highly creditable to 
his industry, his ability, and, upon the whole, to his impartiality. His 
style, like that of his opponent, has no regularity or fixedness, resembling 
clever talk, more than the finished tone of composition that might have 
been well bestowed on such a subject. But his manner of pursuing his 
object, reminds us of Mr. D'Israeli only by way of contrast, the latter being 
ever liable to be drawn aside by the most trivial matters that may chance 
to cross his path, the former prosecuting his course with a continuity of 
purpose which nothing is suff^ed to disturb.*' — Eclectic Bevieio. 

** Those who wish to see some new passages in the histories of the great 
men of this period, will do well to read this volume. . . . Tlie auth<Mr'8 
heart is with Eliot, but he has something in his temperament which is with 
Strafibrd.**— JVew MonffUiy Magazine. 

" Sir John Eliot, a man worthy of 'all honour, whoSse true history has 
hitherto been known to few, has at length found a biographer every way 
worthy of his fine genius and noble character. Mr. Forster's work is the 
result of deep appreciation and elaborate research. . . . Amongst the 
great men who were leaders in those stirring times, no one has been more 
misrepresented than Sir John Eliot. The whole of his political life has 
been sedulously blackened by a specious collection of circumstantial evi. 
dence, which is proved by the present work to be false, both with reference 
to his actions and principles. A shadow of doubt can no longer exist upon 
this sabject. To rescue and preserve the memory of si^ch men is no small 
honour to a biographer. He thus gives a fine and lasting moral to the 
world, whose stage is not overstocked with authentic examples of genius 
and integrity.*'— Monthly Repository. 

** Works which, notwithstanding the Radicalism of the political opinions 
frequently avowed by the author, are highly creditable to his industry and 
research, and to the earnest feeling with which they have been composed. 
The life of Straflbrd, in particular, exhibits a manly determination to do 
credit to the great capacity and remarkable genius of that celebrated man, 
which is the more gratifying as it proceeds from an opponent of the political 
principles to which he devoted and for which he sacrificed his life.**— Post 

*< A valuable piece of British biography (Life of Eliot), and of great 
interest" — Atketueum. 

'* We cannot express too strongly our admiration of the work before us, 
which reflects high honour upon its author. . . . Mr. Forster*s style 
in this work becomes his subject, and is close, spirited, and well sustained.'* 
'^Morning Herald. 

** Mr. Forster has written these pages (Life of Eliot) in the true spirit, 
with an earnest enthusiasm, and a dramatic power of narrative. The only 
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fKdt we can lay to his charge, is an oyer seyerity of Judgment while pro- 
Bouncing on the royallBt party. . . . In the treatment of Straflbrd he 
hat been more than ordinarily happy, and hai embodied in the Uography 
eoncqptiotts of the genim, as well as character, of that individual as new 
and original as they are evidently foithftil and well iopported/'-^I^itorayy 
Chaette. 

" Mr. Fonter has coUected his materials with intbistry; conudered 
then with discrimination; wad^ although a free and honest advocate of 
the great fiMinders of English freedom, he decides with fidmess and im. 
partiality. On suciilwell-beaten ground it would have seemed that much 
new matter could not have been discovered: but the author's researches 
amonpt various manuscript ocdleotioiis have enabled him in some cases to 
fiU up gaps, and in others to throw a different light upon received transao> 
tions. In the case of Eliot, he successfully defends the patriot Arom the 
charges Mr. D'lsradi brings against his private life, and his alleged sub. 
servienoe and ingratitude towards Buckingham. In that of 'Strafihrd, 
he acutely maintains that he has been wrongly chairged with apostasy to 
the popular cause ; as he could scarcely desert what he never cared for. 
Hewas naturally despotic; and in love with arbitrary power. His first 
oppoaitionto the court, was only to be courted ; for this grand initrument 
of the tyranny of Charles was too proud to solicit fiivours. We have also 
a fuller view of Strafibrd's public designs, by means of the numerous 
extracts from his despatches; a nearer view of his private life, through 
fuotatiooi from his private correspondence, and that of his friends ; as well 
as a sound and reasonable defence of the impeachmenV*^SpecUriar. 

' " The publication of tiie leatfing parts of tiie philosophers lYeattse, en. 
titled 'The Monarchy of Man,* written by Eliot dunng his lavt impriaon- 
ment in the Tower, confers a valuable service on literature How it has 
so long escaped attention is curious. Mr. Forster, whose critietl comments 
an evoeHent, assuredly does not over-rate its calm, simple, and stately 
beauty. It is in the biography of Straflbrd, however, that the writer has 
brought out, into quidc and steady exercise, the strongest of his powers. 
His style is admirably suited to the story of the subtile and unflinching 
ctatcsman.** — Court Journal. Z 

- •< The plan of the work is not strictly biographical, but it is better. The 
Mogcaphies of the two remarkable men whose lives are embraced in this 
volume, are not circumscribed by the events of their personal history — 
they include a wide range of minor contemporaries, and assume, in some 
sort, the character of annals of the time in which they lived. . . . Mr. 
Forscer*s vindication of Eliot against the accusations of Mr. D'Israeli may 
be attributed quite as n^uch to his anxiety to defend the cause of the 
patriot, and maintain its purity through its apostles, as to defend the 
patriot himself. But it is in the life of Strafford that Mr. Forster's strong 
sentiments are brought out into more vivid expression. He indignantly 
maintains the consistency of that obdurate and extraordinary person, and, 
as if to enhance the bitterness of t^e sarcasm, he asserts that Straflbrd 



never deserted tire {Mpiilar aide, but thai. Iron Itost to lMt» be w«« the 
natural and determined enemy of the pec^e. The .facts Kr. Forster bas 
collected, and the documents with which he has enriched his wcnrk— some 
of them rare and ^eseeedingly curious, as, for example, the unpublished 
tract written by Sir John Eliot, called 'The Monarchy of Man,' will 
render this volume highly acceptable to Qvery reader of English history.**— 
AtUu. 



VOLUME II. 

PYM AND HAMPDEN. 

** Eloquent and aaost iotererting. ... A biography ftiU of matter new 
tothe-mtijority, aad to ourselvest of which we have read almost every 
syllable wiUv the greatest pleasure, and which far. surpasses even his in- 
tawitiBg Memmr of Lord Straffiurd, in a previous volume . . . The narra. 
live is of a lEiBd and detail fitter to make the reader acquainted- with the 
weoderAd intellects and patustaking of the great men of those days, 
beyond aoy wwk we are acquainted with."— AfiMt^^£«poMft»y. (Mr. 
XiOijj^ Hunt) 

' " If it were only for the quotations from Pym's speeches, this volume 
should be in the hands of every lover and every student of^powerAil old 
EogUsh. A perusal of it will also be useful to the politician ; not merely 
for the fiill picture of the parliamentary history of the timea it will Auiush 
him, but for the strong contrast it ofibrs to the parliamei^tary practice of 
the present day.*' .~ Spectator. 



(C 



Very able.*'— True Sun. 



" It is fuipiisiDg, .seeing now the sources open whence Mr« Forster has 
dnwn his intdligenoe, that it should have been left to his activity, pene- 
tieatton, and intellectual enthusiasm, to discharge the important task, 
whereof some of the firuits are contained in this volume. The labour, 
however, could not have been more ardently or more admirably performed. 
The biographer's purpose, indeed, is more ably accomplished in each suc- 
cessive volume."— CourtW*. 

" It is seldom that we meet with powers so opposite associated in such a 
work, and blended so bai^ly ; that is to say, an eager and lofty apprehen. 
sion pf the cpurse and tendencies of events, united to a minute and patient 
search after all the circumstances that afibct them : a bold and striking 
energy in the conception of character, 'mixed with a sensitive and scru- 
pulous caution in working out its lineaments ; a capacity for high philosor 
phical speculation, with habits of plodding research after facts the most 
obscure, and analogies the most remote and difficult'*— Court Journal. 



id ipiiUcd."— TV FictoTlal miloryiif Engbnd. 



VOLUME III. 

VANE AND MARTEN. 

UosnpTiiet exhibit ui mquiriag and eaetfrctlc iplrit» Mrdr 

mu tTDublci of th^ regidde imd the commaDw««lUij chcj nuln- 
llDcliiDglf fgiUiut «]] comen. U, In thii Ccipper of mind, we 
ilDD r^uflitl; to Ttgret tlie tbtoice of chAt dltpaHlonnte judg- 
h would hare eEainlned the nutetiald more fiarfHr before \t 
[0 decide h peremptnrilr. we are also calked upon to beai tcttJ. 
f r, Fonter'l Ibduitrj^ wbich li quite equal to hla hL ' The bonk 

^eitllTiOf (lUeatioDiDfthedayf aadwhatw^raoDe read«i may 
d to think at the jiotliaT'i anclu^ooi, all hia readoa arc bomtd 
Im forbr1ii£iD|wniui7Curioiuuid rare purticulan uuter Uielr 



na irmpath; with gnat 



utbac^ TindicalliHi of %r Utnir Vuk'i llieoliieieal wiitlngi and 
a eitnmeljapmtsd and Infcnioui. . . . Id (be uemoiT ol 
wittT, brare, bilhftil, and derated Huten, Hr. Fontet baa not 
:ted, but WB may tiulT Kid nacued from oblivlDn^ and arranged 
ratlTeofdeapaDdliTdjiDteTfltilbeacaCteredpartlculanor the 
I cdtbnted nddda - — JTcniiv amwk. 

ontet baa hlthftilll' and aMj eiecuted hU taik : and, though on 
fltial pointi connected wllb thla taielled period of out nation'! 



if Juttlce and Ubeitr 
Sepaiilary. . (Mi. Leigh Hi 



VOLUME IV. 
CROMWELL. 

« *' From the charge which we have brought against most of CromweH's 
biographers, that of passing over too carelessly the events of his early 
▼ears, Mr. Forster is quite firee ; for we have never yet seen a biography in 
which every recorded incident has been so careAiUy collected : and this is 
done, too, with a minuteness and picturesque effisct which is delightful*' 
~^ Athenaum, 

" A remarkable and deeply interesting voluma ... A volume which 
is equal to its predecessors, as it is to its great subject, and which we regard 
as destined to be referred to hereafter for its profound enthusiasm for 
truth, and its labarious and most criUcal search after it** — Courier. 

** Nearly all 'the boolu that have hitherto been written about Cromwell 
are, in the general sense, histories of the political times. Mr. Forster's 
volume ia distinguished ttom the rest by presenting us with' a cloaer and 
more fiuniliar view of the individoaL . . . ^though, perhaps, there 
was more diversity in the design, and a wider grasp of multifarious mate- 
rials in the former volumes written by Mr. Forster for this series — per. 
haps^ too, more pbiloaophical power — this work appears to us a more sue* 
cessAil effort to- exhibit the living lineaments and inner qualities of its 
subject than any of its predecessors. It is, as a biography, in better keep, 
ing throughout, yields us a clearer exposition of the attributes of the hero, 
and has the great merit of never allowing him to leave the stage, so that 
our eyes are constantly fixed upon him in all his transactions. In addition 
to this, it contains many passages of illustrative commentary, flill of elo- 
quence and passionate truth, and not less remarkable for the energy which 
the author has infiised into them, tbxa fbr the light which they cast upon 
the age, and, above all, upon him who was the apostle of its marvellous 
transitions. Every item of Cromwell*s life is brought into the account, for 
Mr. Forster has suffered not a single point, however slight, to evade him. 
The indomitable childhood, the riotous youth, the early maturity, the 
fierce manhood of the protector, are severally painted with force and judg. 
ment. Sometimes there are touches of pathos and delicate beauty, that 
come in, like side lights, to show with clearer efikct the rugged features of 
the great figure that occupies the centre of the foreground.'* — Atlas, 

** We have not m^ely an outline, but an elaborately painted fall-length 
of the Protector. The striking pecuUarities of his nature are analysed 
witii oonsideraUe subtlety and acuteness, and without the slightiest'appear. 
ance of dogmatism ; for Mr. Forster does not insist on the correctneas of 






